
 

  

 

 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

JANUARY 3, 2006 

 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with all members present.  Also, 

present were Bob Johnson, County Counselor and Pam Bensel, County Clerk.  Minutes of the 

last meeting were read and approved.   

 

The Commissioners discussed Community Health.  This entity is to be a separate fund and the 

grant monies are to go toward the budget for this year. 

 

Melvin moved to have Citizens State Bank as the bank depository for Stevens County.  Dave 

seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Melvin moved to have First National Bank as a secondary depository for Stevens County.  Dave 

seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Dave moved to appoint Gary Baker as Chairman.  Gary seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Gary moved to appoint Melvin as Vice Chairman.  Dave seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Dave moved to have the Hugoton Hermes as the official newspaper for Stevens County.  Melvin 

seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Melvin moved to continue the meeting days and time the same.  The days are 1
st
 and 3

rd
 

Tuesdays at 8:30am.  Dave seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Pam Bensel, County Clerk presented the GAAP waiver Resolution 06-01 to be approved and 

signed.  Dave moved to adopt the GAAP Resolution 06-01.  Melvin seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Dave moved to accept and pay the bill from KAC for the 2006 membership fee in the amount of 

$4,401.81.  Gary seconded.  Motion carried. 

  

Melvin moved to table the encumbrance letters from the different entities till the next meeting at 

9:30am and there will be a representative from each entity.  Dave seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

          Mike Schechter 

          Pam Bensel 

          Koleen Nosekabel 

          Ted Heaton 

          Robert Rich 

 

Dave moved to have Bob Johnson pursue a Sheriff’s sale on the unpaid mineral taxes.  Melvin 

seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Dave moved to give a Cola raise of 3% for all County employees not including merit raises. 

 

Dave moved as of February 1, 2006, Carolyn Garza no longer will work for the Extension 

Council as janitor.  The Extension Council will need to hire and pay someone else for the 

janitorial position.  Melvin seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Dave moved to go into executive session for personnel for 1 hour from 11:00am - 12:00pm.  

Gary seconded.  Motion carried.  Meeting reconvened at 12:00pm. 

 

Dave moved to go into executive session for personnel for ½ hour from 1:17pm – 1:47pm.  Gary 

seconded.  Motion carried.  Meeting reconvened at 1:35pm.   

 

Dave moved to adjust salaries as presented.  Melvin seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

                 R & B each 3% except Mark Hull – 4% 

                                                      Wes Regensberg – 4% 

                                                       Jim Cerecero – 6% 



                  

                 Wellness each 3% except Mary from $7.00 to $8.00 

                                                           Ken from $7.00 to $8.00 

 

Register of Deeds each 3% except Betty – 3% plus $1500.00 ($125.00 a month) 

 

All other entities will receive 3%. 

 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

 

Attest:  Pam Bensel, County Clerk                                        ___________________________ 

                                                                                               Gary Baker. Chairman 

 

 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

JANUARY 17, 2006 

 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with all members present.  Also, 

present were Bob Johnson, County Counselor and Pam Bensel, County Clerk.  Minutes of the 

last meeting were read and approved.  County vouchers were reviewed and approved and the 

clerk was instructed to draw warrants on the treasurer chargeable to the various funds of the 

county for the following amounts: 

 

                                  General…………………………….218,769.69 

                                  Road & Bridge….…………………..50,496.09 

                                  Airport………………………………38,275.00 

                                  Building………………………………4,763.29 

                                  Noxious Weed………………………56,047.54 

                                  Library………………………………94,031.75 

                                  SV CO Comm Health………………...2,835.43 

                                  Co Equipment……………………...136,271.00 

                                  Employee’s P/R Misc W/H……………...32.50 

 

Robert came in to give an update on the equipment at the Wellness Center.  He asked to purchase 

a new Elliptical Walker for $3595.00 plus $235.00 shipping and a Schwin Evolution Comp 

bicycle for $749.95.  No decision was made at this time.   

 

Rick Wolters with Wolters Construction came in with a new proposal for the breezeway at the 

Wellness Center in the amount of $18,791.42.  The Myrtle Parsons Trust Fund has given a 

$10,000.00 donation toward this project. There will be more discussion at the February 7
th

 

Commissioner meeting.  

 

Gary Rowden and Jan Leonard came in to discuss getting an easement from the County on the 

N10’ of W144’ of Lot 6 Block 45.  The Commissioners suggested talking to Ashley Fiss, the 

architect for the Law Enforcement Center project. 

 

The Commissioners looked over the 2005 encumbrance letters. 

 

         Mike Schechter – Emergency Services-gas monitor approx $1125.00 

          Pam Bensel – County Clerk-computer including a 5 year warranty $862.00 

                                 miker printer to use for checks $3000.00 

                                 Election-election equipment required by State approx $5000.00 

          Koleen Nosekabel – Clerk of Dist Court-chair, 2 flat screen monitors, 2 printers, 1 lap  

                                            top computer for CSO, wood and etc for shelving, a new                                           

                                            projector and stand and a DVD player $10,000.00 

          Robert Rich – Community Service-Dewalt 4 tool combo pack $499.00 

                                                                   Dual Port charger $92.95 

                                                                   JD push mower $1000.00 

                                                                   Power Max snow blower $1699.00 

           

Dave moved to accept the encumbrance letters from the different entities with the exception of a 

snow blower for Community Service.  

 

The Sheriff’s 2005 encumbrance letter will be discussed at the next meeting.  Gary seconded.  

Motion carried. 



 

Paula Rowden came in to discuss purchasing the accounts receivables prior to January 1, 2006 

back from the Hospital for $4000.00.  (The purchase price is $9391.38).  Dave moved to 

purchase the accounts receivables from the Stevens County Hospital for Community Health for 

$4000.00 and have Paula collect on the accounts.  Any monies collected prior to January 1, 2006 

for these accounts should go to Community Health.  Melvin seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Paula inquired with Opal Hall about purchasing a car for Community Health.  Opal suggested a 

matching fund project with the County. 

 

Paula asked if the employees of the Community Health Department could wait until April 1, 

2006, when Home Health is finalized, to start using the County’s policy manual.  

 

Clark Young came in to request a handicap door opener for ADA accessible.  He has discussed 

the project with Tony McBride and Rick Wolters.  There will be more discussion at a later date. 

 

Steve Rome came in to ask for reappointment to the Economic Development Board.  Dave 

moved to reappoint Steve Rome to the Economic Development Board for a 4 year term.  Gary 

seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Dave moved to reappoint Doug Martin to the Economic Development Board  for a 4 year term.  

Gary seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

 

Attest:  Pam Bensel, County Clerk                                        ___________________________ 

                                                                                               Gary Baker. Chairman 

      

 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

FEBRUARY 7, 2006 

 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with Gary Baker and Melvin Webb 

present.  Also, present were Bob Johnson, County Counselor and Susan Schulte, Deputy County 

Clerk.  Minutes of the last meeting were read and approved.  County vouchers were reviewed and 

approved and the clerk was instructed to draw warrants on the treasurer chargeable to the various 

funds of the county for the following amounts: 

 

                                  General…………………………...$922,034.46 

                                  Road & Bridge….…………………528,739.63 

                                  Fair………………………………….48,760.00 

                                  Services for Elderly…………………73,500.00 

                                  Airport………………………………40,901.50 

                                  Building……………………………..11,376.09 

                                  Noxious Weed………………………64,733.74 

                                  Library………………………………94,031.75 

                                  Emp Benefits………………………185,118.28 

                                  Hospital Maint……………………..550,000.00 

                                  Home for Aged…………………….460,000.00 

                                  SV CO Comm Health……………….21,634.22 

                                  Sheriff Bequest…………………………217.99 

                                  Fire Bequest……………………………...39.86 

                                  Register of Deeds Tech Fund…………..641.76 

 

Commissioners discussed possibility of having approved minutes published in newspaper.  Issue 

will be taken up at next meeting. 

 

Commissioners and County Counselor reviewed and discussed paying Haskell County for 

Deputy Sheriff Blain Stumps’ academy training.  An Attorney General opinion states it doesn’t 

matter whether termination is voluntary or involuntary the training should be repaid to the county 

that paid it initially if the employee leaves prior to year of service.  Gary moved to pay Haskell 

County for Deputy Stumps’ training in the amount of $10,225.16.  Melvin seconded. Motion 

carried. 

 



Ted Heaton presented a letter requesting to encumber $19,140.52.  Melvin moved to accept the 

letter and encumber the $19,140.52.  Gary seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Gary moved to go into executive session for 10 minutes from 9:30am - 9:40am for land 

acquisition.  Melvin seconded. Motion carried.  Meeting reconvened at 9:40am.  No action taken. 

 

Robert Rich came in to discuss purchasing an Elliptical Walker and a Schwinn exercise bike for 

$3,595.00 and $749.95 respectively.  He said the Citizens State Bank was willing to purchase 

matching equipment and donate it to the Wellness Center.  Gary moved to buy the equipment.  

Melvin seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Robert Rich also requested funding for the “Get Fit” 2006 Program.  Gary moved to provide 

$3,000.00 for the program.  Melvin seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Robert Rich and Commissioners also discussed the breezeway construction for the Wellness 

Center.  Melvin moved to accept the bid from Wolters Construction for $18,791.42 with the 

Myrtle Parsons Trust paying $10,000.00 of the breezeway construction cost.  The construction 

on the breezeway is to begin immediately.  Gary seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Commissioners discussed the $500.00 uniform allowance for Sheriff Ted Heaton and Detective 

Duane Topliss.  They previously agreed to pay the $500.00 if receipted thru accounts payable; if 

not receipted, it is to be paid thru payroll.  The commissioners will continue this practice as 

required by auditors. 

 

Gene Leonard came in to discuss how much space we have still available at the landfill.  He said 

he checked with the state and the quarter east of the landfill qualifies with them to be used to 

expand the landfill. 

 

J C Cantrell reported the new sand plant at the asphalt plant is being demonstrated today. 

 

Kim Schroeder came in to request something be done to the alley in the Industrial Addition by 

his family’s storage units.  Gary said he would go by and visit with J C about the potholes Kim 

noted. 

 

Paula Rowden came in to inform the Commissioners of grants she is working on for 2007.  She 

needed a dollar amount for the county’s contribution to the Community Health.  She claimed the 

amount needed to be consistent and set so as not to go down.  Going down could cause us to lose 

grant money for a year.  Gary moved we set the county’s contribution at $115,000.00 annually.  

Melvin seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Paula Rowden also informed the Commissioners the she could apply for a grant for the WIC 

Program.  This would put the USA Agency in competition with them for WIC.  After discussing 

the issue Melvin moved to pursue WIC in the Stevens County Community Health Department.  

Gary seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Paula Rowden also requested the commissioners revisit the accounts receivable issue with the 

hospital.  Stating some accounts have been collected on by the hospital.  Gary said he was aware 

of this and he would visit with Linda Stalcup further. 

 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

 

Attest:  Pam Bensel, County Clerk                                        ___________________________ 

                                                                                               Gary Baker. Chairman 

      

 

 

   COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

FEBRUARY 21, 2006 

 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with all members present.  Also, 

present were Bob Johnson, County Counselor and Pam Bensel, County Clerk.  Minutes of the 

last meeting were read and approved.  County vouchers were reviewed and approved and the 

clerk was instructed to draw warrants on the treasurer chargeable to the various funds of the 

county for the following amounts: 

 



                                  General……………………………....23,560.00 

                                  Road & Bridge….…………………...89,199.51                                   

                                  Building………………………………1,079.89 

                                  Noxious Weed………………………….863.56                                   

                                  SV CO Comm Health………………...2,052.93                                   

                                  Sheriff Bequest…………………..…...1,325.48  

 

The Commissioners discussed the Hospital accounts receivable issue. 

 

Guy Rowden came in to ask if he could work on the wall in Paula Sosa’s office when she goes 

on vacation.  The south wall needs some repair work.  The Commissioners said that would be 

fine. 

 

Guy asked about renting a sod cutter machine to work on the Courthouse lawn. 

 

Guy informed the Commissioners that Leo Lopez is no longer working for Trane Co.  He asked 

if the County wanted to stay with Trane or change to Leo Lopez for maintenance of the air 

conditioning and heating for the courthouse.  There will be more discussion at the next meeting. 

 

Gary opened the Budget hearing at 9:06am to amend the Hospital budget of $1,100,000.00 to 

$985,000.00 and establish a separate budget of $115,000.00 for Community Health. No one from 

the public attended and hearing was closed at 9:09am. 

 

Dave moved to adopt the amended budget of $985,000.00 for the Hospital and accept the 

separate budget of $115,000.00 for Community Health.  Melvin seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Eunice Schroeder and Retha Wagner from the Library presented a list of items they are buying 

with the $55,369.07, the remaining 2005 budget. 

 

Melvin moved to adopt Resolution 06-02 Authorizing the Offer for Sale of General Obligation 

Bonds, Series 2006, of SV Co, KS, for the Law Enforcement Center.  Dave seconded.  Motion 

carried. 

 

Tom Fuhrmann came in with an update on the 2006 valuation for oil & gas.   

 

Mike Schechter came in to discuss the E911 program.  Gary suggested that he talk with Bob 

Boaldin of Elkhart on getting the program started. 

 

Mike asked about a GIS system for the County and possibly the city. 

 

Mike asked if they wanted to do a resolution for a burn ban in the County.  Dave asked if the 

National Grasslands was under the County or State burn ban law.  No decision to do a resolution 

was made at this time. 

 

Susan Schulte asked the Commissioners if they would be interested in having a signature option 

program for the miker printer.  No decision was made at this time. 

 

J C Cantrell presented the 5 year plan to be signed. 

 

J C presented a quote from Astec for $30,618.00 to purchase a stacker conveyer to use at the 

asphalt plant.  Melvin moved to allow J C to purchase the stacker conveyer for $30,618.00.  

Dave seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Neal Gillespie came in to discuss the designing fees for the beautification of Hugoton City Main 

Street.  He asked if the County wanted to help pay for the engineers cost to start the program.  

The Commissioners said they are interested if the program will be including County property.  

Gary Baker is willing to serve as the County official for the committee. 

 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

 

Attest:  Pam Bensel, County Clerk                                        ___________________________ 

                                                                                               Gary Baker. Chairman 

      

 

 



COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

MARCH 7, 2006 

 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with all members present.  Also, 

present were Bob Johnson, County Counselor and Pam Bensel, County Clerk.  Minutes of the 

last meeting were read and approved.  County vouchers were reviewed and approved and the 

clerk was instructed to draw warrants on the treasurer chargeable to the various funds of the 

county for the following amounts: 

 

                                  General……………………………....224,628.70 

                                  Road & Bridge….…………………...135,251.43                                   

                                  Building………………………………33,658.80 

                                  Noxious Weed…………………………5,485.85                                  

                                  SV CO Comm Health………………...20,956.59                                   

                                  Airport………………………………….2,626.50 

                                  Ins Agency Damages………………....11,481.00 

 

Melvin moved to reappoint Annette Sosa to the Library Board for another 4 year term.  Dave 

seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Melvin moved to reappoint Opal Hall to the Southwest Guidance Center Board for another term.  

Dave seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Roger Lynch came in to discuss trash dumping around the County.  The law says anything 1000’ 

from State property will be handled by State.  If the State does not take care of the situation, the 

County is required to pursue.  

 

Dave moved to instruct the County Attorney, Bob Johnson, to send a letter with a copy of the 

statue to individual land owners to clean up their Real Estate or the County will take action. 

Melvin seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Paula Rowden came in to inform the Commissioners that the grants are being finalized and that 

there is a new one she would like to pursue. 

 

Melvin moved to allow Paula Rowden with Community Health to pursue the grant for a total of 

$38,900.00. 

 

Paula informed the Commissioners that she has submitted a letter to the Myrtle Parsons Trust 

Fund for a donation to buy a vehicle. 

 

Paula asked about checking into the heating and air conditioning of the Community Health 

building.  The Commissioners agreed to allow Pete Hickey to assess the cost in the physical 

therapy area of the building. 

 

Paula explained about a program called Kindergarten roundup.  This will provide physicals and 

immunizations for the children before school.  They will set a booth at the Fair in August to 

provide information to the public. 

 

The Commissioners are rescinding the minutes of January 17, 2006 stated the Community Health 

Department will take over the accounts receivable that remains unpaid for 2005 for a cost of 

$4000.00.   

 

Dave moved to offer the Hospital $2500.00 for the 2005 accounts receivable that remains 

unpaid.  Due to the fact that the software program has been taken off the Community Health 

computers, they will need a copy of the settlement sheet from the Hospital to pursue this action.  

The money collected will be kept by the Community Health Department.  Melvin seconded.  

Motion carried. 

 

Paula explained that Medicare has paid for some of the individual’s bills and they have also paid.   

 

Dave moved to allow Paula to reimburse the individuals for the amount that has been paid by 

Medicare.  Melvin seconded.  Motion carried. 

 



Robert Rich came in to explain the mix up on the shipping cost of the Elliptical Walker.  The 

company was going to waive the shipping cost if both were bought at the same time.  Only one 

was purchased so the County has to pay for the shipping cost.   

 

Robert purchased one of the bicycles from Ron McFarland for $550.00. 

 

Robert told the Commissioners that the breezeway is under construction. 

 

The Commissioners discussed the controlled burn ban.  There will need to be a resolution for this 

if moisture is not received before long.  No action was taken at this time. 

 

Dave moved to instruct the County Clerk to notify Sherry at the Hugoton Hermes to let the 

people know they still need to call the Fire Department or the Sheriffs Office for permission to 

burn. 

 

The bill for Matthews Land Service to check a survey that was done for the new Alco building 

by Harder and Associates was discussed.  The Commissioners agreed that Harder and Associates 

needs to pay this bill. 

 

Dave informed the Commissioners of different options on the tower for the new Law 

Enforcement Center.  

 

Leo Lopez came in to talk about pursuing the maintenance for the Courthouse.  He no longer 

works for Kansas Trane Co of Wichita.  He is on his own and would appreciate the business.  

 

Kim Harper presented the Airport bills for approval. 

 

Gary opened the hearing for the Sale of Bond bids at 11:00am.  Bids from several entities were 

opened.   

 

          UMB Bank of Missouri                                           Gold Capital Management 

          Country Club Bank of Missouri                               Citizens State Bank 

          Commerce Bank of Missouri 

 

Christian Knipp with Kansas Trane Co came in to ask for the continuing support from the 

County.  He explained what the company has done for the County and there is still a 

maintenance person in the area at all times. 

 

The Commissioners agreed to stay with Kansas Trane for the maintenance of the Courthouse. 

 

J C Cantrell came in to update about the Road and Bridge Department.  He explained that the 

transmission on one of the new Caterpillar motor grader had to be fixed.  He asked the company 

to replace it with a new transmission. 

 

Brenda Schechter came in to talk about Township issues.  She explained that Marilyn Harris is 

the Trustee of the Cemetery board and she no longer lives in the township area.  The 

Commissioners are responsible for appointing another person to replace Marilyn. 

 

Brenda asked if she could be paid for her longevity.  She started in the Clerk’s office in April, 

2000, quit February 14, 2004 and gave a 2 weeks notice which she was told there was no need to 

carry out the 2 weeks.  Then she started at the Sheriff’s office on February 23, 2004.  No action 

was taken. 

 

Dave moved to accept the bid for $2.4 million bond from Citizens State Bank of Hugoton, KS.  

Melvin seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Melvin moved to adopt Resolution 06-03 Authorizing and Directing the Issuance, Sale and 

Delivery of $2.4 million Principal Amount of General Obligation Bonds to Citizens State Bank.  

Dave seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Dave informed the Commissioners that Halliburton has been dumping cement at the Landfill.  

They are blowing the powder out of the trucks. 

 



Dave moved to charge Halliburton $5.00 a ton for tipping fee to dump cement and require them 

to fill out a permit and for control use a hose to blow the cement out.  Gary seconded.  Motion 

carried.  

 

The quarter east of the Landfill is needed for future landfill use.  Bob was asked to pursue the 

purchase of the land.  Dave will check with Bob on the price. 

  

By motion the Board adjourned. 

 

Attest:  Pam Bensel, County Clerk                                        ___________________________ 

                                                                                               Gary Baker. Chairman 

      

 

 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

MARCH 21, 2006 

 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with all members present.  Also, 

present were Bob Johnson, County Counselor and Pam Bensel, County Clerk.  Minutes of the 

last meeting were read and approved.  County vouchers were reviewed and approved and the 

clerk was instructed to draw warrants on the treasurer chargeable to the various funds of the 

county for the following amounts: 

 

                                  General……………………………....29,502.39 

                                  Road & Bridge….…………………...12,352.24                                   

                                  Building……………………………….2,262.29 

                                  Noxious Weed…………………………..385.34                                 

                                  SV CO Comm Health………….……...1,912.23     

                              

Dave moved to go into executive session for 15 minutes from 8:55am - 9:10am for land 

acquisition.  Gary seconded. Motion carried.  Meeting reconvened at 9:10am.  No action taken. 

 

Dave said that Bultman Tire has bought a tire sheer and wants to dump the shredded tires at the 

Landfill.  They are willing to lease the machine for the County to use.  Phillip Willis checked 

with the State inspector and everything seems to be in line with the law.  The tires could be used 

to put on top of the trash instead of dirt. 

 

Conestoga Winds, LLC needs an easement on County right-of-way to continue with the wind 

project.  Gary and Dave agreed to give them the easement.  Bob will contact them of the 

agreement. 

 

Dave presented three proposals from Snyder Radio Service for the tower at the new Law 

Enforcement Center.  No action was taken. 

 

Wolters Construction, LLC sent a proposal for $2250.00 to install an automatic door opener on 

the West side of the Courthouse (Memorial Hall entrance).  Dave moved to accept the proposal 

for $2250.00 from Wolters Construction, LLC to install an automatic door opener on the West 

side of the Courthouse (Memorial Hall entrance).  Gary seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

J C Cantrell came in and presented the price increase of rock and oil for the 2006 projects. 

 

There was discussion of checking for prices on projectors for the Memorial Hall and maybe 

bringing the television from the library over to the Memorial Hall. 

 

Ted Heaton came in to ask if the Commissioners had any questions for him. 

 

The longevity for Brenda Schechter was discussed.  Dave moved to grant Brenda her longevity.  

Gary seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Gary moved to reappoint Dave Bozone, Debra Schartz and Sue Hagman to the Community 

Corrections Advisory Board for another 3 year term.  Dave seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

 By motion the Board adjourned. 

 

Attest:  Pam Bensel, County Clerk                                        ___________________________ 



                                                                                               Gary Baker. Chairman 

      

                                 

 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

APRIL 4, 2006 

 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with all members present.  Also, 

present were Wayne Tate,  County Counselor representative and Pam Bensel, County Clerk.  

Minutes of the last meeting were read and approved.  County vouchers were reviewed and 

approved and the clerk was instructed to draw warrants on the treasurer chargeable to the various 

funds of the county for the following amounts: 

 

                                  General…………………………….....172,521.78 

                                  Road & Bridge….…………………....139,127.40                                   

                                  Building…………………………………9,781.86 

                                  Employee Benefits……………………...2,566.90 

                                  Noxious Weed………………………….5,435.15  

                                  Library………………………………...94,031.75  

                                  Insurance Agency-Damages……………3,816.18                               

                                  SV CO Comm Health………….……...35,311.47 

                                  Employee P/R Misc W/H………………1,504.57 

                                  Airport………………………………….2,626.50 

 

There was more discussion of the sheriff officer’s uniform allowance. Melvin moved to rescind 

the motion made on 11-1-05 concerning the allowance for uniforms and accessories for the 

Sheriff’s office.  Dave seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Dave moved effective, 4-1-06, to pay the Stevens County Sheriff and one Stevens County 

Detective the sum of $500.00 per year to reimburse those two individuals for clothing and 

accessories, not including boots.  These annual payments shall not require receipts and shall be 

designated and paid as wages.  The Sheriff and all of his officers, not including the dispatchers, 

will also be reimbursed up to $100.00 per year for the purchase of work boots.  Melvin seconded.  

Motion carried. 

 

The county received a letter from Cimarron Basin Community Corrections to appoint another 

female from Stevens County to the Advisory Board.  Paula Sosa was asked and agreed to be on 

the board.  Melvin moved to appoint Paula Sosa to be a member of the Cimarron Basin 

Community Corrections Board.  Dave seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Mike Schechter came in to discuss the wireless E911 system.  He discussed applying for a grant 

in May to help with the 911 system.   

 

Mike talked about the GIS mapping class he went to in Garden City.  He talked about the benefit 

it would be for the different entities of the county, city, school and gas companies. 

 

Mike asked what the procedure was to sale a 1978 International surplus fire truck with a small 

transfer tank.  Wayne is checking into what the correct procedure would be. 

 

Sharon Leeper came in to discuss getting some form of recreation for the youth of Stevens 

County started.  The Commissioners suggested getting some facts and figures together and 

checking with other counties on how their recreation is funded.  They discussed looking for 

different kinds of grants to help fund the project. 

 

Guy Rowden came in to discuss the flags.  Dave moved to give Guy permission to lower flags 

and take off on days with bad weather conditions.  Melvin seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Guy asked if there was any kind of protocol for getting rid of flags. 

 

Guy discussed moving the old Veterans monument in front of the Memorial Hall doors.  The 

Commissioners said to talk to the members of the VFW. 

 

Paula Rowden came in to have a contract signed for a grant for training on flu.  Dave moved to 

authorize Gary as chairman to sign the contract for a grant for training on flu.  Melvin seconded.  

Motion carried. 



 

Paula asked about getting a credit card for the Community Health Department.  Dave moved to 

allow Paula to get a credit card for her Department with a credit limit of $2500.00 as per credit 

card policy.   The card is to be used for travel expenses and for car seats to be purchased for a 

new program.  They will need to turn in the receipts for all purchases.  Gary seconded.  Motion 

carried. 

 

Paula asked about getting decals for the car that was purchased for the department. 

 

Gary asked about a prescription card program, no cost to the county, for counties associated with 

NACO.  Paula will check with Bloodhart Drug to see if they would be willing to participate. 

 

The county will issue a check to the Stevens County Hospital for $2500.00 for the remaining 

unpaid 2005 accounts receivable. 

 

J C Cantrell came in to discuss the different projects the Road and Bridge will be working on. 

 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

 

Attest:  Pam Bensel, County Clerk                                        ___________________________ 

                                                                                               Gary Baker. Chairman 

      

  

                              

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

APRIL 18, 2006 

 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with all members present.  Also, 

present were Bob Johnson, County Counselor and Pam Bensel, County Clerk.  Minutes of the 

last meeting were read and approved.  County vouchers were reviewed and approved and the 

clerk was instructed to draw warrants on the treasurer chargeable to the various funds of the 

county for the following amounts: 

 

                                  General……………………………....30,713.15 

                                  Road & Bridge….…………………...23,846.47                                  

                                  Building……………………………..15,675.32 

                                  Noxious Weed………………………….487.62 

                                  Road Machinery……………………..54,948.42 

                                  SV Co Comm Health………………....2,308.04                                                         

                                   

Mike Schechter was asked to come in and talk about the GIS system.  He thought the Home 

Land Security grant could be used to help buy the system. 

 

Bob Johnson told Mike to publish for sealed bids for the 1978 International surplus fire truck. 

 

Sherri Martin came in to present the 2007 budget for Soil Conservation in the amount of 

$32,020.00. 

 

Kim Harper and Dax Gaskill of the Airport Board, Harry Bartel the Airport manager and Rod 

Kelling and Jack Haydon with Aquila came in to discuss getting a right of way to lay a gas line 

to the city water well at the airport.  Melvin moved to allow Aquila the right of way for a gas line 

to the city water well on the NW corner of 20-33-37.  Dave seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Bob will draw up an agreement between Aquila and the Stevens County Airport for Aquila to be 

responsible for the trenching and replacing of any damaged counter ploys.  

 

Alan Bultman came in to discuss disposing of tire strips at the landfill after running them thru his 

tire sheer machine. Gene Leonard and Phillip Willis checked with KDHE and the law allows 

using tire strips to cover the trash cells.  Dave moved to allow Bultman Tire to dispose of the tire 

strips at the County landfill, as long as the law allows, at no charge in exchange for the use of the 

machine at the landfill.  Melvin seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Lori Rodriguez came in to ask for an advance on the Home for Aged Maintenance 

appropriations.  Dave moved to allow the Home for Aged Maintenance to receive $100,000.00 in 

advance to allow them to pay the bond payment that’s due in June.  



 

Gary moved to go into executive session for 10 minutes from 11:20am -11:30am for personnel 

issues.  Dave seconded. Motion carried.  Meeting reconvened at 11:30am.  No action taken. 

 

J C Cantrell came in to ask about working on private drives.  The Commissioners decided to let 

the private businesses in town handle these situations.   

 

Dave asked about the trash being dumped at Lake Russell, east of town.  J C was allowing the 

City to dump gravel on the mix strip and then other items were being dumped in the area.  Dave 

moved to have J C work with the City to get the trash situation at Lake Russell straightened out.  

Melvin seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Gary said Orval Toole was asking if J C could fix the pot holes in Rd P & 19.  J C said this is a 

County right of way not an open road.  Gary suggested letting Orval use his own trucks to haul 

the gravel with the county furnishing the gravel and loading the trucks. 

 

J C informed the Commissioners that the County trucks are tearing up the road into the gravel pit 

in Haskell County.  He asked if Stevens County could help keep the road maintained.  The 

Commissioners agreed to allow the Road and Bridge to help maintain the road. 

 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

 

Attest:  Pam Bensel, County Clerk                                        ___________________________ 

                                                                                               Gary Baker. Chairman 

  

 

 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

MAY 2, 2006  

 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with all members present; also 

present were Bob Johnson, County Counselor and Susan Schulte, Deputy County Clerk.  

Minutes of the last meeting were read and approved.  County vouchers were reviewed and 

approved and the clerk was instructed to draw warrants on the treasurer chargeable to the various 

funds of the county for the following amounts: 

 

   General…………………………………..207,566.00 

            Road & Bridge…………..........................173,869.23 

                             Home for the Aged Maintenance………..170,000.00 

Building………………….……..…………10,110.87   

Noxious Weed………….…………............11,498.41 

                                    Stevens Co Comm Health …………..........25,014.71           

    

Charles Claar, auditor, with Lewis Hooper & Dick came in to discuss and explain the IRS audit 

and meal reimbursement, county vehicle usage, and accountable vs. non-accountable 

reimbursements with commissioners and department heads Mike Schechter, Gene Leonard, Tom 

Fuhrmann, Ted Heaton, Paula Rowden, Tom Smith, Robert Rich, Neal Gillespie, Betty Rosel, 

Connie Gold, J C Cantrell, Koleen Nosekabel, and Susan Schulte.  After the presentation, the 

commissioners discussed policy manual changes and amount of moderation necessary. They then 

asked Robert Johnson to take information, review it, and report back to them. 

 

Lori Rodriguez came in to discuss the need for an additional $70,000.00 to cover the extra 

payroll in May at Pioneer Manor.  This request is in addition to the $100,000.00 she requested 

and commissioners approved at the last meeting.  Commissioners discussed the request and Dave 

asked for a projected cash flow report through the end of the year.  Commissioners also asked 

Lori to contact the Pioneer Manor Board and have them attend the next meeting to discuss the 

financial future of Pioneer Manor.  Gary moved to advance the $70,000 in addition to the 

$100,000.00 advance today.  Melvin seconded. Motion carried. 

 

Robert Johnson brought in resolutions on tax abatements for Great Plains Gas Compression- 

Resolution 06-03, Northwest Cotton Growers-Resolution 06-04, and BCI Manufacturing 

Resolution 06-05.  Dave moved to adopt the resolutions.  Melvin seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Neal Gillespie came in to update the commissioners on Economic Development and invite 

commissioners to the May 4, 2006 meeting at the Senior Center at noon. 



 

Gene Leonard came in to discuss tire disposal methods. 

 

Melvin stated he had been approached again about the combine on the county right of way.  

Robert Johnson informed commissioners the combine belongs to State Farm Insurance Company 

and they are responsible for its removal.  He also said State Farm is aware of the responsibility. 

 

Gary discussed the GIS department and what he learned about setting it up from Charles Claar. 

 

Susan Schulte gave grant writing course information to commissioners and Gary requested she 

attend the course on May 9-10 in Kansas City, MO. 

 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk                              ________________________________ 

       Gary Baker, Chairman 

 

 

 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

MAY 16, 2006 

 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with all members present.  Also, 

present were Bob Johnson, County Counselor and Pam Bensel, County Clerk.  Minutes of the 

last meeting were read and approved.  County vouchers were reviewed and approved and the 

clerk was instructed to draw warrants on the treasurer chargeable to the various funds of the 

county for the following amounts: 

 

                                  General……………………………....23,211.54 

                                  Road & Bridge….…………………....43,488.85                                  

                                  Building…………………………….…...327.79 

                                  Noxious Weed……………………….. 1,203.37 

                                  Alcoholic Treatment…………………..1,187.50 

                                  SV Co Comm Health……………….....2,705.05   

                                  County Equipment………………….155,273.00   

 

Paula Rowden came in to discuss how the, 40 hour a week /8 hours a day, payroll should be 

handled for the Stevens County Community Health Department.  Susan Schulte explained how it 

should be done according to the policy.  The Commissioners decided to allow the Clerk’s Office 

and Paula Rowden make the decision on how to handle the payroll. 

 

Paula asked about having repairs done on the transfer station building at the landfill.   

Commissioners agreed to give Paula permission to call someone for the necessary repairs. 

 

Paula informed the Commissioners that her supervisor said the money for the CDR grant has 

been approved and they will be receiving the money. 

 

Paula informed the Commissioners that she is still checking into the prescription card program. 

 

Kim Harper came in to present the 2007 Airport budget for $215,600. 

                                                    

Dave moved to go into executive session for 10 minutes from 9:50am -10:00am for trade secrets.  

Melvin seconded. Motion carried.  Meeting reconvened at 10:00am.  No action taken.  

 

Mike Schechter came in to open bids for the sale of a 1978 IHC fire truck with a 700 gal water 

tank, storage compartments, and water pump with a 2 cylinder gas engine.  There was one bid 

received from the City of Sublette.  The bid was for $2001.00.  Dave moved to accept the bid 

from the City of Sublette in the amount of $2001.00.  Melvin seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Mike informed the Commissioners that he is still working on the grant for the wireless 911 

system. 

 

The Pioneer Manor Board – Karen Reynolds, Greg Kubin, Dale Sutton, Larry Bradford and 

Walter McClure came in with Lori Rodriguez, Administrator to discuss the financial situation for 

budget purposes in 2007.  Lori brought in a monthly estimated cost schedule for 2006. 



 

There was discussion of needing to update the dining area.  State has several requirements for the 

updating of the facility.  The Pioneer Manor board was asked to get an assessment cost for the 

facility to meet the requirements for the future.  Lori informed them that she filled out an 

application for the Myrtle Parsons Fund to help with the remodeling of the dining area.   

 

The Pioneer Manor board asked if they should start a separate building fund to help with the cost 

of remodeling.  The Commissioners said the County Building fund is to be used for repairs on all 

County buildings. 

 

The Commissioners received a letter from USA, Inc asking if diversion monies could continue 

being used to help fund the services they are providing for diversion participants. 

Bob said he would get with Marsha Oursler and get something worked out. 

 

J C Cantrell came in to discuss the price of oil.  He said there will not be enough funds to do all 

the road projects that were planned for 2006. 

 

The road project – 9 miles east of town on Hwy 51, 2 miles north and 1 mile east was discussed 

and it was suggested to have the people living in this area to come in and discuss the repairing of 

the road.   

 

 By motion the Board adjourned. 

 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk                              ________________________________ 

       Gary Baker, Chairman 

 

 

 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

JUNE 6, 2006 

 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with Gary Baker and Dave Bozone 

present.  Also, present were Bob Johnson, County Counselor and Pam Bensel, County Clerk.  

Minutes of the last meeting were read and approved.  County vouchers were reviewed and approved 

and the clerk was instructed to draw warrants on the treasurer chargeable to the various funds of the 

county for the following amounts: 

 

                                  General……………………………....218,992.01 

                                  Road & Bridge….…………………...216,310.05                                  

                                  Building………………………………19,646.95 

                                  Airport…………………………………2,626.50 

                                  Noxious Weed………………………..24,324.27 

                                  Alcoholic Treatment……………….…….237.50 

                                  Insurance Agency Damages…………..…526.55 

                                  SV Co Comm Health………………....29,606.30  

                                  Fire Bequest………………………….......117.00  

 

Jim Kuharic, Carrie Hall with SRS, Robert Rich and Destiny Barker a client, came in to talk 

about the Community Service program.  Jim informed them that some of his clients have asked if 

there are other ways to work out diversion hours.  Sometimes it was hard to get in touch with 

Robert to set up a work schedule.  Jim asked if the program could be expanded and allow other 

entities to supervise the people with diversion hours.  He has talked to the USA-United Support 

Agency, Inc group and they have offered to help.  He feels the program may need to be 

broadened if the numbers increase. 

 

Carrie Hall said she felt there needed to be other outlets to the program and to allow the 

individuals to work for other departments such as Hugoton City, Hugoton Recreation, etc, if 

necessary.  Bob says there have been complaints about letting individuals work outside the 

program.  Bob said the Community Service program is funded by the County and asked if the 

other departments would expect payment for supervising the clients.   

 

Robert talked about the amount of people he has working and the jobs that are available for them 

to work.  He informed them, if someone calls and leaves a message, then he returns all calls.  He 

explained that some of the individuals will not come in to work even if they have set up a work 

schedule.  Then he tries to reschedule and they don’t cooperate. 



 

The Commissioners said they will talk to Marsha Oursler with USA, Inc before they make a 

decision. 

 

Terry Maas came in to inform the Commissioners since he is no longer on the fire department 

that Perry Crane is taking over the Hugoton fireworks display.  He will be bringing in the 

insurance policy that will be needed for the display.   

 

Dave Eckert came in to discuss the location chosen for the Law Enforcement Center.  The 

Hugoton Masonic Lodge building is adjacent to the land and wondered if the dirt was going to be 

used to level the land.  There is already a drainage problem and this could make it worse.  Dave 

Bozone explained the architects were aware of the drainage problem and showed Dave a drawing 

of the LEC and feels the situation will be taken care of. 

 

Mark Hinde and Rebecca Clancy came in to present budgets for Southwest Developmental 

Services in the amount of $59,250 and Russell Child Development Center in the amount of 

$10,400 totaling $69,650. 

 

Mike Schechter came in to discuss a firework ban for Stevens County including Hugoton City 

and Moscow City.  The ban would include the sale, purchase and discharge of fireworks for all 

individuals. The firework display will take place at the discretion of the fire chief, Mike 

Schechter.  There was no action taken on the ban at this time.   

 

J C Cantrell came in to discuss the cost of the 2006 road projects.   

 

Dave moved to go into executive session J C Cantrell, Pam Bensel and Bob Johnson for 

personnel issues for 15 minutes from 11:10 to 11:25.  Gary seconded.  Motion carried.  Meeting 

reconvened at 11:25.  No action taken. 

 

Richard and Estie Grubbs came in to discuss a workers compensation claim.  Dave moved to go 

into executive session with Richard and Estie, J C Cantrell and Bob Johnson for personnel issues 

for 32 minutes from 11:28 to 12:00.  Gary seconded.  Motion carried.  Meeting reconvened at 

12:00.  The decision is - KWORCC will pay the bills that have been processed to date, but no 

others will be paid.  

 

Lori Rodriguez came in to present a proposal from ARI-Aging Research Institute for remodeling 

of the Pioneer Manor to bring up to State specifications.  The Commissioners wanted her to get 

some other proposals before they make a decision. 

 

Gary Baker reported that Don and June Trentham resigned from the Santa Fe Trail RC&D board. 

 

Dave moved to have Pam Bensel, County Clerk contact Sherri Martin and Tammy Slocum to ask 

if they want to serve on the board.  Gary seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Marilyn Harris came in to inform the Commissioners she has resigned as Township Trustee.  She 

suggested appointing Shirley Mothes to take her place with the appointment to start June 6, 

2006.  The Commissioners suggested having Shirley come in at the Special Meeting on June 13, 

2006 to visit with them. 

 

Guy Rowden informed the Commissioners that the State boiler inspector came and reported that 

the boiler was in good condition.  

 

Guy informed the Commissioners the ice machine in the Memorial Hall is not working and 

asked if bids could be taken for a new machine.  Dave moved to have Guy Rowden get quotes 

for a new ice machine to open at the next meeting.  Gary seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Guy asked about replacing the sewer line for the Memorial Hall.  Danny Goode has checked the 

situation and could to do it in phases (little at a time), whenever the hall is not booked.  The 

Commissioners asked Guy to find out what the cost would be to over haul the sewer line before a 

decision could be made.    

 

Ted Heaton came in and informed the Commissioners the meals at Pioneer Manor have gone up 

50 cents a meal.   

 



Marsha Oursler and Ken Hornsby with USA, Inc came in to discuss the possibility of helping 

with clients of Community Service.  They explained the program that is used by USA for 

individuals that come to them for help.  They informed the Commissioners of the different 

entities they are involved with. No decision was made. 

 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk                              ________________________________ 

       Gary Baker, Chairman 

 

 

 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

JUNE 13, 2006 

 

A special meeting was called by the Chairman, Gary Baker at 9:00am on June 13, 2006 to 

discuss some extra business.  All members were present.  Also present were Bob Johnson, 

County Counselor and Pam Bensel, County Clerk. 

 

Gary declares the meeting open at 9:00am. 

 

Guy Rowden was called in to give an update on the sewer situation in the Memorial Hall.  He 

explained that Danny Goode and others had replaced some of the sewer line and is working to 

replace the remaining lines.  An approximate cost to replace the lines will be around $4,500.00. 

 

The Commissioners discussed a firework ban for the County excluding the Hugoton and 

Moscow city limits.  They felt the City Councils should make the decision for fireworks within 

the cities.  Melvin moved to adopt Resolution 06-06 banning the discharging of fireworks in the 

County, outside the cities of Hugoton and Moscow.  Dave seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Dave moved to appoint Shirley Mothes as Moscow Township Trustee to fulfill the term of 

Marilyn Harris.  Melvin seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Pam Bensel presented a letter to the Commissioners from Tom Hicks, City Clerk stating that 

Everett Burrows has resigned from the position of Voorhees Township Trustee and as the 

director of the Hugoton Cemetery Board.  There are two township positions needing filled, 

Voorhees and Center.  There will be more discussion at the next meeting on June 19, 2006. 

 

Since the 1
st
 meeting in July falls on Tuesday, July 4

th
, the Commissioners agreed to change the 

date to Wednesday, July 5
th

, 2006. 

 

There was more discussion about involving other entities to help with Community Service.   

Dave suggested not changing the Community Service program and to allow Robert Rich  

continue being the supervisor. 

 

The Road and Bridge department have been parking their equipment on the SW 27-31-38.  

Martin Daharsh has recently bought this section of land.  He was asking if the County would be 

willing to tear down a house and clean up the remains in exchange to allow the Road department 

to park their equipment on the property.  More discussion will take place at the next meeting, 

July 19, 2006. 

 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk                              ________________________________ 

       Gary Baker, Chairman 

 

 

 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

JUNE 19, 2006 

 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with all members present.  Also, 

present were Bob Johnson, County Counselor and Pam Bensel, County Clerk.  Minutes of the 

last meeting were read and approved.  County vouchers were reviewed and approved and the 



clerk was instructed to draw warrants on the treasurer chargeable to the various funds of the 

county for the following amounts: 

 

                                  General……………………………....366,058.85 

                                  Road & Bridge….…………………...160,138.71 

                                  Fair……………………………………48,760.00 

                                  Services for Elderly…………………..73,500.00 

                                  Home for Aged Maint………………290,000.00                                  

                                  Building…………………………….…....357.79 

                                  Noxious Weed………………………... 2,329.83 

                                  Hospital Maint……………………....550,000.00   

                                  SV Co Comm Health………….…….....6,875.77  

 

Gary Baker opened the meeting at 8:30am.   

 

There were additions to the agenda.  A letter from Kathleen Sebelius stating July 3
rd

 was 

declared a State holiday.   

 

Gary mentioned to the other Commissioners that Great Plains Development has grants that might 

be used for roads and other county expenditures for the infrastructure of the new ethanol plant 

coming into Stevens County. 

 

There were two quotes received for a new ice machine in the Memorial Hall.  Moss Heating and 

Air, Inc of Hugoton, in the amount of $3,306.64 and Weber Refrigeration Heating and Air 

Conditioning of Garden City, in the amount of $2,990.00.  Dave moved to accept the low bid of 

$2,990.00 from Weber Refrigeration of Garden City.  Melvin seconded.  Motion carried.   

 

Paula Rowden presented the budget for Stevens County Community Health in the amount of 

$308,884.00. 

 

Paula informed the Commissioners of a new grant for hand washing.  She gives presentations to 

different entities about the importance of washing hands.   

 

Sherri Martin came in to talk about becoming a board member for RC&D (Resource 

Conservation & Development).  She asked if the Commissioners had any thoughts on what they 

would like to see happen in the community.   

 

Sherri discussed the problems with the swimming pool.  There are several maintenance problems 

that need to be addressed.  They suggested getting someone to do an assessment on the 

swimming pool for fixing it up or building a new one.  The Commissioners suggested asking 

Ashley Fiss if she knew of anyone that would be qualified to do the assessment. 

 

Melvin moved to appoint Sherri Martin and Scott Meitler as members to the RC&D board with 

Larry Martin as an alternate member.  Dave seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

J C Cantrell presented the Road and Bridge budget in the amount of $3,968,500.00 to the 

Commissioners. 

 

J C discussed different road projects that need to be done.   

 

There was discussion of putting asphalt on the west side of the ethanol plant, north of the tracks.  

Dave moved to contact Orion to get right of ways for turning lanes on the corners of  NE & NW 

18-33-37 and including any main entrances.  Gary seconded.  Motion carried.  

 

Ashley Fiss brought in the plans for the LEC site.  She explained that after the building is 

finished there will be a 4’ x 200’ area of dirt on the west side.  She asked if they would want to 

purchase it and have it landscaped, put cement in the area or leave it as is.  They suggested 

having her contact Ken Irwin, the owner of the car wash and asking what his ideas would be on 

the area. 

 

Jim Karlan presented the budget for Southwest Guidance Center in the amount of $40,840.00. 

 

Eunice Schroeder and Retha Wagner presented the Library budget in the amount of $417,557.54. 

 

Dave and Gary will present names for Voorhees and Center township trustee at the next meeting. 



 

Dave informed the Commissioners he had talked to Martin Daharsh about the County helping 

with tearing down the old house on his property in exchange for the County parking their Road 

equipment on his property.  The agreement was that the fire department will burn the house 

down this fall. 

 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk                              ________________________________ 

       Gary Baker, Chairman 

 

 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

JULY 5, 2006 

 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with all members present.  Also, 

present were Bob Johnson, County Counselor and Pam Bensel, County Clerk.  Minutes of the 

last meeting were read and approved.  County vouchers were reviewed and approved and the 

clerk was instructed to draw warrants on the treasurer chargeable to the various funds of the 

county for the following amounts: 

 

                                  General……………………………....220,302.06 

                                  Road & Bridge….…………………...477,493.89                                   

                                  Building………………………………30,092.90 

                                  Airport…………………………………2,626.50 

                                  Noxious Weed………………………..19,519.96   

                                  Alcoholic Treatment……………………..237.50 

                                  Insurance Agency Damages…….……….400.00                               

                                  SV Co Comm Health………….……...31,784.56  

                                  Fire Bequest……………………………1,963.38 

                                  Reg of Deeds Tech Fund………………...903.04 

                                  Emp P/R Misc W/H……………………...130.54 

 

Gary Baker opened the meeting at 8:30am 

 

Individuals from the Courthouse offices and different entities came in to present their budgets for 

2007. 

 

Pam Bensel-County Clerk and Election                       

Robert Rich-Wellness Center 

Connie Gold-Treasurer 

Ted Heaton-Sheriff 

Gene Leonard-Solid Waste, Noxious Weed and Rodent Control 

Koleen Nosekabel-Clerk of District Court 

Roger Lynch-Planning and Zoning 

Betty Rosel-Register of Deeds 

 

Roger Lynch came in to discuss and have the Local Environmental Protection Program Grant 

Agreement signed.  Dave moved to accept the grant for $7,000.00 from the Department of 

Health and Environment.  Melvin seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Dave moved to go into executive session for land acquisition for 10 minutes from 10:20 to 

10:30.  Melvin seconded.  Motion carried.  Meeting reconvened at 10:30.  No action taken. 

 

Paula Rowden came in with information for the prescription drug plan through NACO-Andrew 

Goldschmidt.  She explained that Bloodhart Drug is an active participant along with some 

Liberal pharmacies.  NACO is willing to send a person, free of charge, to a meeting to learn 

more about the plan.  Dave moved to join National Association of Counties and pay the last half 

of 2006 dues in the amount of $190.00.  Melvin seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Mason Dufield with United Wireless Telephone Company came in to inform the Commissioners 

on the wireless system for this area and nationwide services.  He asked for a copy of the Alltel 

billing for the Sheriff’s office so he could check on how much of a savings they could make for 

the County.  Commissioners agreed to allow Mr. Dufield to get a copy of the billing and report 

back with the results of the study. 



 

Guy Rowden came in about using the John Deere lawn mower to mow the lot across the street 

from the courthouse.  He felt since the ground was not level that it was tearing up the mower.  He 

asked if he could use the Road and Bridge equipment to level the ground and mow.  They 

suggested having Gene Leonard or Phillip Willis to spray the weeds instead of mowing. 

 

Dave moved to approve the Clerk of the District Courts budget for $63,700.00.  Melvin 

seconded.  Motion carried.  The budget was signed and given to Koleen. 

 

Janice Hollis came in about building an eight foot removable extension to the Memorial Hall 

stage.  They suggested that she check with the Fair Board about the one they have to see if it 

would work. 

 

J C Cantrell came in to see if they had anything for him.  He didn’t have any updates or other 

business for this time. 

 

Tom Smith and Terry Maas came in to discuss the security system in both courtrooms.  They 

brought in a quote from Williams Security of Garden City for $5,436.00.  Gary moved to accept 

the quote from Williams Security of Garden City in the amount of $5,436.00 for security systems 

in both courtrooms.  Dave seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Terry Maas asked if the County has some kind of safety protection for all intersections of Second 

Street and the intersection at Feterita.  Dave will check with J C and contact the Kansas 

Department of Transportation to see what safety options they might have. 

 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk                              ________________________________ 

       Gary Baker, Chairman 

 

 

 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

JULY 11, 2006 

 

A special meeting was called with the auditors at 9:00am on July 11, 2006 for an audit and 

budget workshop.  Commissioner Dave Bozone, Gary Baker and Melvin Webb were present.  

Also present was Pam Bensel, County Clerk. 

 

Theresa Dasenbrock and Charles Claar with Lewis, Hooper and Dick of Garden City, KS   

explained the 2005 County audit and reviewed the County budgets with the Commissioners.  

There were two budgets they had questions about before the approval and publication of the 

budgets.   

 

A contract with Lewis, Hooper and Dick was approved and signed for services on budget 

preparation for years ending December 31, 2007, 2008, 2009, 2010 and 2011 in the amount of 

$3,770.00 for 2007 with a 3% increase for each subsequent year. 

 

A contract with Lewis, Hooper and Dick was approved and signed for services on auditing the 

Firemen’s Relief Association financial statement for years ending December 31, 2006, 2007, 

2008, 2009 and 2010 in the amount not to exceed $2,225.00 for 2006 with a 4% increase for 

each year.  

 

A contract with Lewis, Hooper and Dick was approved and signed for services on auditing the 

Stevens County financial statement for years ending December 31, 2006, 2007, 2008, 2009 and 

2010 in the amount not exceed $23,000.00 for 2006 with a 4% increase for each subsequent year. 

 

A contract with Lewis, Hooper and Dick was approved and signed for services of the audit 

procedures conducted for the landfill to evaluate compliance with financial assurance regulations 

as required by the Kansas Department of Health and Environment for years ending December 

31, 2007, 2008, 2009 and 2010 in the amount of $3,100.00 for 2006 with a 3% increase for each 

subsequent year. 

 



Dave moved to adopt Resolution 06-07 expressing the property taxation policy of the Board of 

Stevens County Commissioners with respect to financing the 2007 annual budget for Stevens 

County.  Melvin seconded.   Motion carried. 

                        

By motion the Board adjourned. 

 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk                              ________________________________ 

       Gary Baker, Chairman 

 

 

 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

JULY 18, 2006 

 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with all members present.  Also, 

present were Bob Johnson, County Counselor and Pam Bensel, County Clerk.  Minutes of the 

last meeting were read and approved.  County vouchers were reviewed and approved and the 

clerk was instructed to draw warrants on the treasurer chargeable to the various funds of the 

county for the following amounts: 

 

                                  General…………………………….…..20,313.83 

                                  Road & Bridge….…………….……...242,282.33                                   

                                  Building………………………….….……590.79 

                                  Airport………………………...………38,275.00 

                                  Noxious Weed……………….......……..8,723.22                                 

                                  SV Co Comm Health………….….........2,873.04  

                                  Fire Bequest……………………...………134.00 

 

Gary Baker opened the meeting at 8:30am. 

 

Carl Eyman with KWORCC came in to present the county’s loss ratio information for 

workman’s comp. 

 

Dave Piper, Ron McFarlane and Linda Stalcup presented the 2007 Hospital budget for 

$1,100,000.00.  Dave explained the budget process for the hospital.  He explained the reason for 

the increase in the budget for 2007.  Since Community Health will not be bringing in revenue to 

the hospital, there will be a loss of around $115,000.00.  After each amount was brought in by 

the departments the budget for 2007 ended up being the same as 2006 budget before the cut.   

 

The Hospital Board was given $115,000.00 more than their budget so they were asked to return 

that amount.  They asked if they would be able to keep the amount or a part of it to help with 

some of the unexpected bills.  The Commissioners agreed to have Gary and Bob work something 

out with the auditors. 

 

The Hospital – Dave, Ron and Linda – came in to discuss a situation with the EMS department.  

The Commissioners suggested having Dr Samer Al-Hashmi the Medical Director, Mike 

Schechter the Emergency Services Director and the Hospital Board get together and discuss the 

situation. 

 

J C Cantrell came in to update the Commissioners on the bridge project.  The state will be 

funding the project.  The project should start in July, 2007 and will take 4 to 5 months to finish.  

The county agreed to open a side road for the traffic. 

 

J C checked with the state and the money for the airport project should be received in 2 to 3 

weeks. 

 

The Commissioners and J C discussed painting strips on the roads.  J C says it would be very 

expensive to do both the center line and the outside lines.  No decision was made. 

 

J C informed the Commissioners that he was planning on starting the dairy road next week. 

The road will be 28’ wide and ½ mile long. 

 

There was discussion about signs being put up on Second Street or rumble strips at the stop 

signs.  No decision was made. 

 



J C talked to Kansas Department of Transportation about putting a blinking red light on the stop 

sign at Feterita.  He is still waiting for an answer. 

 

Kim Harper and Gary Gold, City Commissioners, and Martin Phillips and Billy Clubb with 

United Prairie Ag came in to discuss closing the NW Ave Street and 1
st
 street to bring in a unit 

train project.  Billy says it could be once weekly or once or twice monthly that the road or roads 

would be closed.  It would take at least 15 hours at a time with approximately 110 cars.  

 

Kim and Gary asked if the County would be willing to pay 100% of the dispatching cost since 

the levy has increased several mills to fund the city’s expenditures. 

 

Dave moved to appoint Linda Stalcup to the Southwest Kansas Area Agency on Aging Board.  

Melvin seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Dave moved to go into executive session for personnel issues for 30 minutes from11:23am-  

11:53am.  Melvin seconded.  Motion carried.  Meeting reconvened at 11:53.  No action taken. 

 

Dave moved to establish a Geographical Information Systems department to take place as soon 

as a director is hired.  Melvin seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Dave moved to offer $20,000.00 to the City of Hugoton for the tower and land it sits on at  the 

Northeast corner of town.  Melvin seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Dave moved to change jury duty pay from $10.00 to $30.00 per day effective August 1, 2006.  

Melvin seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Dave moved to offer the position as GIS director to Susan Schulte for $31,000.00 a year plus 

insurance.  She will keep the sick/vacation/personal time that she has accumulated.  She will start 

as soon as her duties at the County Clerks office are finalized.  Melvin seconded.  Motion 

carried. 

 

Pam Bensel, County Clerk, asked to have the August 1
st
 meeting changed to August 2

nd
 due to 

the Primary Election being on August lst.  The Commissioners agreed to change the meeting 

date. 

 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk                              ________________________________ 

       Gary Baker, Chairman 

 

 

 

  COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

AUGUST 2, 2006 

 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with members present.  Also, 

present were Bob Johnson, County Counselor and Pam Bensel, County Clerk.  Minutes of the 

last meeting were read and approved.  County vouchers were reviewed and approved and the 

clerk was instructed to draw warrants on the treasurer chargeable to the various funds of the 

county for the following amounts: 

 

                                  General…………………………….….188,245.02 

                                  Road & Bridge….…………….…….. .296,107.06                                   

                                  Building………………………….……..83,358.71 

                                  Airport………………………...………... 2,626.50 

                                  Noxious Weed……………….......……..20,290.94 

                                  Alcoholic Treatment…………………….... 237.50                                  

                                  SV Co Comm Health………….…..........23,402.82  

                                  Reg of Deeds Tech Fund…………………..734.24 

 

Tom Furhmann and Jerry Stuckey came in to discuss the original tax abatement for NW Cotton 

Growers.  The owners name has changed to Gin Holding Company, LLC d/b/a New Frontier 

Holding Company, LLC.  In order to comply with State law and use the original tax abatement 

order they need Resolution 06-10 from the Commissioners amending the original owners name 

and changing the tax abatement to the new owner’s name.  Melvin moved to have Bob write a 



resolution to amend the name to change to the new owners and still use the original tax 

abatement order on Resolution 05-12.  Dave seconded.  Motion carried.   

 

Tom Fuhrmann updated the Commissioners on the new Senate and House bills.   

 

Todd Gayer and Sherri Martin came in to talk about repairing or replacing the swimming pool.   

Todd said he would get a hold of the swimming pool contractor and see if they would be able to 

give a plan estimate or come out to visit with them.  The Commissioners suggested having the 

County, City and Recreation Commission get together and discuss some ideas. 

 

Commissioners discussed how much the Hospital should pay back.  They suggested Bob check 

with Charles Claar on how to adjust the monies with the Hospital. 

 

Robert Rich brought bids in to the Clerk’s office for air conditioning at the Wellness Center 

to be opened at the August 2 meeting.  There were 2 bids: 

       

        Weber Refrigeration and Heating – 4 -5.0 ton Eubank “Wall-Pac” Heat/Pumps  

         for $23,875.00 

 

        Lin Goode & Company – 4-3 ton 13 seer package gas/electric units with 100,000 80%     

        Heat 

 

              Option 1:  Tempstar for $17,400.00   10 yr compressor 

              Option 2:  Trane for $22,000.00   5 yr compressor 

 

Dave moved to accept the low bid from Lin Goode for a Tempstar air conditioner at a cost of 

$17,400.00.  Melvin seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Melvin moved to go into executive session for land acquisition for 15 minutes from 10:50am to 

11:05am.  Dave seconded.  Motion carried.  Meeting reconvened at 11:05am.  No action taken. 

 

Guy Rowden came in to discuss installing cleanouts at the courthouse.  Lin Goode & Co brought 

in an estimate that included backhoe work (Passmore Bros) and concrete work (McBride 

Construction) for an estimate of $1,700.00.  Melvin moved to have Guy proceed with Lin Goode 

& Co for installing cleanouts on the eastside of the courthouse. 

 

Dave moved to instruct the County Attorney to negotiate for the land acquisition.  Gary 

seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Dave went to the City Council meeting and offered them $20,000.00 for the communications 

tower and the land it sits on.  The City accepted the offer.   

 

Dave discussed the information that Lori Rodriguez had brought from ARI for the analysis of the 

renovation for the Pioneer Manor.  Gary suggested having Bob call and talk with the ARI firm. 

 

J C Cantrell came in with updates on the road projects.  They will start working on the dairy road 

and then work on moving the access road west of town at the Stevens Industrial Addition.  

 

J C has a proposal from a company out of Colorado to do the striping on the roads that are 

finished.  The company is doing roads for Haskell, Morton, and Finney counties so it would be 

less expensive to contract the project with them.   

 

Vincent Mancini and Ashley Fiss came in to present the new plans for the Law Enforcement 

Center.  The jail board committee:  Paula Rowden, Tom Smith, Chad Kennedy, Keith Bell, Jeff 

Crawford and Keith Rome came in to hear what the updates were.  The approximate time to 

finish the project would be 1 year. 

 

Ted Heaton came in to discuss the maintenance agreement for the 911 system.  The cost would 

be $3,400.00 a year.  He asked about putting a charge on all cell phone bills for individuals to 

help subsidize the cost of maintaining the 911 project.  No decision was made at this time. 

 

Keith Bell asked if Ashley Fiss was being paid by the County or by Gibson, Mancini, 

Carmichael and Nelson for the Law Enforcement Center project.  He feels there is a conflict of 

interest since she is paid by the architect firm.  There’s no one responsible to the people of 

Stevens County. 



 

The County Clerk presented the resolution for the County Building to be updated.  Melvin 

moved to adopt Resolution 06-08 regarding the establishment of an annual tax levy not to exceed 

one mill for County Building maintenance, acquisition and construction.  Gary seconded.  

Motion carried.   

 

Mike Howell sent the Cimarron Basin Community Corrections budget to the County Clerk’s 

office to be approved.  Dave moved to approve the budget in the amount of $21,166.69.  Melvin 

seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk                              ________________________________ 

       Gary Baker, Chairman 

 

 

 

BOARD OF CANVASSERS MEETING 

AUGUST 7, 2006 

 

The Board of Canvassers met at 9:00am to canvass the votes from the August 1, 2006 General 

Election.  Present were Gary Baker, Melvin Webb and Pam Bensel.  There were 32 Provisional 

Ballots and were counted.  One regular advanced ballot returned in the mail on Wednesday, 

November 8, 2006 which was not counted.  These ballots did not change the outcome of the 

election of the first canvass.  There was no other business conducted and the Canvass Board 

adjourned at 11:35am. 

 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

 

 Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk                              ________________________________ 

       Gary Baker, Chairman 

 

 

  

 COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

AUGUST 15, 2006 

 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with members present.  Also, 

present were Bob Johnson, County Counselor and Pam Bensel, County Clerk.  Minutes of the 

last meeting were read and approved.  County vouchers were reviewed and approved and the 

clerk was instructed to draw warrants on the treasurer chargeable to the various funds of the 

county for the following amounts: 

 

                                  General…………………………….…...31,090.06 

                                  Road & Bridge….…………….…….. .161,118.25                                   

                                  Building………………………….………...527.85                               

                                  Noxious Weed……………….......……..16,445.09                                  

                                  SV Co Comm Health………….….........10,191.08 

                                  Sheriff Bequest………………………......1,465.00  

                                  Reg of Deeds Tech Fund……………...…4,375.50 

 

Gary Baker called the meeting to order at 9:00am for the Budget hearing.  No one from the 

public showed up for the hearing.  Gary closed the hearing at 9:15am.  Melvin moved to adopt 

the purposed County budget.  Dave seconded.  Motion carried.   

 

Gary talked to Jim Persinger and informed the other Commissioners that he is needing a right  

of way in 18-33-37 from the county.  He is offering the County a tap into the gas line in 

exchange for a right of way along the Railroad so he can supply Cargill and Seaboard with gas. 

 

Dave moved to go into executive session for personnel issues and land acquisition for 25 minutes 

from 9:05am – 9:30am.  Melvin seconded.  Motion carried.  Meeting reconvened at 9:30am.  No 

action taken. 

 

Mike Schechter, Gordon Slater and Susan Schulte came in to discuss a grant to provide wireless 

network, orthophotography and mapping services for the wireless 911 system.  Gordon brought 



information which explained the grant and the county’s contribution over the next 10 years for 

new equipment and maintenance on existing equipment at the Sheriff’s department.  He also 

explained parcel mapping and its software which they could do for approximately $43,500.00; 

however the grant will not cover it.  Gordon also suggested a 25 cent surcharge on land line 

phones to generate funding for 911 equipment, etc.  Gordon informed them that Pioneer 

Communications will charge a fee for lines into the office. 

 

Dave moved to have Mike Schechter apply for the 911 grant in the amount of $165,194.00.  

Melvin seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Dave moved to adopt Resolution 06-09 authorizing the imposition of a telephone user tax for the 

operation of an enhanced 911 Emergency telephone service with a surcharge of 25 cents.  Melvin 

seconded.  Motion carried.  

 

The resolution will need to be published then if no one objects to the surcharge it will be 

approved. 

 

Mike asked to have a letter of support sent to Governor Kathleen Sebelius on behalf of the 

citizens of Stevens County for the Wireless 911 Grant Funding. 

 

Lori Rodriguez, Brandon Fox and Trevor Mangels from the Pioneer Manor came in to give an 

update on the maintenance of the Pioneer Manor building that need repaired.  There were several 

items mentioned that will be mandatory by State and others that need updated, replaced or 

repaired. 

 

The Commissioners informed Lori that Bob is getting in touch with ARI, Inc about doing an 

assessment on the nursing home. 

 

J C Cantrell came in to ask about trading 3 semi trucks and getting bids to open at the next  

Commissioners meeting on September 5, 2006.  The Commissioners agreed to allow him to get 

bids. 

 

Vincent Mancini and Ashley Fiss came in to explain the Law Enforcement Center drawing and 

computer 3 D base sketch up.   

 

They went through the drawing and explained each detail so everyone would be aware of what 

will be in the center and if there needs to be any changes at this time before the bidding process 

starts.   

 

Brian Ward a Mechanical engineer from Wichita, KS and Tim Lenz an Electrical and Security 

engineer from Wichita, KS for the project explained each item in detail in case there were 

changes to be made. 

 

The bids from the contractors will be opened on September 19, 2006 at the Commissioners 

meeting. 

  

 By motion the Board adjourned. 

 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk                              ________________________________ 

       Gary Baker, Chairman 

 

 

 

  COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

SEPTEMBER 5, 2006 

 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with members present.  Also, 

present were Bob Johnson, County Counselor and Pam Bensel, County Clerk.  Minutes of the 

last meeting were read and approved.  County vouchers were reviewed and approved and the 

clerk was instructed to draw warrants on the treasurer chargeable to the various funds of the 

county for the following amounts: 

 

                                  General…………………………….…...206,305.94 

                                  Road & Bridge….…………….………..192,135.62                                   

                                  Building………………………….…….143,263.07  



                                  Airport…………………………………… 2,626.50                              

                                  Noxious Weed……………….......…..…..16,883.21   

                                  Library…………………………….….….94,031.75   

                                  Rd Machinery Fund………………….…..30,618.00     

                                  Alcoholic Treatment………………….……..237.50                          

                                  SV Co Comm Health………….…............25,682.04                                                  

                                  Reg of Deeds Tech Fund…………….....…2,455.76 

 

Richard Barnes came in to discuss the legalities of accumulating monies for the Museum.  The 

money has been put into a CD for future land improvement.  He asked if they should have done 

it differently.  Dave suggested doing it the same as the Airport.  The Clerk was asked to check 

with Theresa Dasenbrock. 

 

Dave moved to go into executive session for personnel issues and land acquisition for 20 minutes 

from 9:10am – 9:30am.  Melvin seconded.  Motion carried.  Meeting reconvened at 9:30am.  No 

action taken. 

 

J C Cantrell came in to open bids for 2-3 semi trucks.  Bids were received by Peterbilt of Garden 

City – 2 2007 Peterbilt Model 367 - $195,970.00 

                        2 2000 Peterbilt Model 385 -     70,000.00 trade ins 

                                                                        $125,970.00 

 

                        3 2007 Peterbilt Model 367 - $293,955.00 

                        3 2000 Peterbilt Model 385 -   105,000.00 trade ins 

                                                                       $188,955.00 

 

Liberal Kenworth – 2 2007 Kenworth W900L Tractors - $191,920.00 

                                2 2000 Peterbilt Model 385 -                 56,500.00 trade ins 

                                                                                            $135,420.00 

 

                                3 2007 Kenworth W900L Tractors - $287,880.00 

                                3 2000 Peterbilt Model 385 -                84,750.00 trade ins 

                                                                                           $203,103.00 

                          

Dave moved to purchase 2 2007 Peterbilt Model 367 semi trucks for $125,970.00.  Melvin 

seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

J C informed the Commissioners what it would cost to do the striping on 70 miles of road in the 

county.  Straight-line Striping, Inc of Grand Island, NE presented a bid for $43,200.00.  Dave 

moved to accept bid from Straight-line Striping, Inc of Nebraska for $43,200.00 to stripe the 72 

miles of road in the County. 

 

The Commissioners had a conference call with John Grace with ARI, Inc out of Topeka.  He 

presented a proposal of $3,600.00 for a consulting fee to do a preliminary analysis on the Pioneer 

Manor.  Dave moved to enter into a contract with ARI, Inc in the amount of $3,600.00 with the 

understanding that each Commissioner will approve the contract by the reading of it and Gary 

signing as Chairman of the Board. Bob will be drawing up the contract to be approved at the 

September 19
th

 meeting.  Melvin seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Ted Heaton had bids opened on a new pickup to replace a wrecked 2004 Ford Crown Victoria.  

The bids were from Don Trentham Ford and Riley Chev-Buick. 

 

             Don Trentham Ford         2006 Ford F150 4x4 Ext Cab      $24,725.00 

                                                      2006 Ford F150 4x4 4 door         $25,725.00 

                                                      2007 Ford F150 4x4 Ext Cab      $25,625.00 

                                                      2007 Ford F150 4x4 4 door         $27,485.00 

 

              Riley Chev-Buick           2006 Chev Silverado 1500 Ext Cab     $31,425.00 

                                                                                        Less discount          7,068.00 

                                                                                                                    $24,357.00 

 

                                                      2006 Chev Silverado 1500 Crew Cab  $32,645.00 

                                                                                         Less discount         6,970.00 

                                                                                                                    $25,675.00 

 



                                                      2007 Chev Silverado 1500 Ext Cab     $31,105.00 

                                                                                          Less discount        5,705.00 

                                                                                                                    $25,400.00 

 

                                                      2007 Chev Silverado 1500 Crew Cab  $32,810.00 

                                                                                          Less discount        5,910.00 

                                                                                                                    $26,900.00 

 

Dave moved to accept the low bid from Riley Chev-Buick a 2006 Chev Crew Cab for 

$25,675.00.  Melvin seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

The Commissioners discussed the salary raise with Ted.  They decided the time to make 

decisions for raises are in December. 

 

Neal Gillespie came in to get a road maintenance and easement agreement signed for Jeff 

Schlichting concerning the Wind farms.    

 

Neal will check with Great Plains Development on grants to help fund the roads dealing with the 

ethanol plant. 

 

Pam Bensel asked about having all non-elected County employees that do not turn in a time card, 

fill out a form showing the days carried over from the year before and all vacation, sick and 

personal days taken for that pay period. 

 

Dave suggested having Pam write a letter to this effect and have the Commissioners sign it and 

send it to the non-elected employees. 

 

Dave moved to put Robert Johnson on the payroll as County Counselor for $36,000.00 a year 

plus benefits starting October 1, 2006.  Melvin seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Vincent Mancini and Ashley Fiss came in to answer questions for contractors that are interested 

in bidding on the Law Enforcement Center project.  

 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk                              ________________________________ 

       Gary Baker, Chairman 

 

 

 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

SEPTEMBER 19, 2006 

 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with members present.  Also, 

present were Bob Johnson, County Counselor, Pam Bensel, County Clerk and Susan Schulte, 

Deputy County Clerk.  Minutes of the last meeting were read and approved.  County vouchers 

were reviewed and approved and the clerk was instructed to draw warrants on the treasurer 

chargeable to the various funds of the county for the following amounts: 

 

                                  General…………………………….…...40,658.33 

                                  Road & Bridge….…………….………..54,164.88                                   

                                  Building………………………….……....1,260.03  

                                  Airport………………………………….37,791.61                              

                                  Noxious Weed……………….......…..…12,590.05                                                             

                                  SV Co Comm Health………….…...........2,649.97                                                  

                                  Sheriff Bequest……………………………524.47 

                                  Fire Bequest………………………………. 65.00 

 

Dave moved to go into executive session for possible litigation with Dave Hetrick and Theresa 

Dasenbrock of Lewis, Hooper and Dick and Pam Bensel for 35 minutes from 8:55am – 9:30am. 

Melvin seconded.  Motion carried.  Meeting reconvened at 9:30am.  No action taken. 

 

Dave moved to go into executive session for land acquisition for 15 minutes from 9:35am – 

9:50am. Melvin seconded.  Motion carried.  Meeting reconvened at 9:50am.  No action taken. 

 



Neal Gillespie came in to discuss the different grants available for the truck route and swimming 

pool. 

 

Gary moved to appoint Dave as voting delegate for the KAC Conference with Melvin as 1
st
 

Alternate.  Melvin seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Dave moved to appoint Gary as the voting delegate for KCAMP with Melvin as 1
st
 Alternate.  

Melvin seconded. Motion carried. 

 

Dave moved to appoint Gary as the voting delegate for KWORCC with Melvin as 1
st
 Alternate.  

Melvin seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Robert Rich came in to talk about Community Service.  Dave suggested fixing a schedule for the 

individuals to sign up for work, making a list of projects, making a list of equipment needed and 

a list of rules to follow, and then bring these items back to the Commissioners at the next 

meeting on October 3, 2006. 

 

Bob brought in Resolution 06-09 authorizing the imposition of a telephone user tax for 911.  He 

suggested asking Mike Schechter if the resolution needed to be published. 

 

Ted Heaton came in to inform the Commissioners he was having TEMS training for the County 

Deputies to become 1
st
 responders.  Joy Lewis will be doing the training and it will take 3 to 4 

months. 

 

J C Cantrell came in to inform the Commissioners that Rob Sosa talked to him about a broken 

windshield caused by loose gravel on the road.  Commissioners said that the county is not 

responsible for the replacing of the windshield. 

 

J C requested the $155,000.00 that was taken out of his 2006 budget to be added back in so he 

could finish paying 2006 bills without going over his budget. 

 

J C informed the Commissioners that the 11 miles of road work on depot road, west of town, cost 

$132,806.60.  



 

Vincent Mancini opened & read bids from the following general contractors as follows: 

 

                                     Bohnert                         Dick   McBride 

              ALTERNATES        Construction                 Construction.                Construction 

 

                Base Bid                    5,297,000.00                 4,967,700.00                5,281,500.00 

                Time for  

                Performance                       475 days   575 days              575 

days 

 

               Alt #1                                      56,853.00               47,500.00                    

62,500.00                                      detention 

               Equipment 

 

               Alt #2                    21,413.00                        8,000.00                    

23,500.00 

               Installation 

              of detention 

              Equipment  

 

              Alt #3                          13,000.00                       61,850.00               

14,000.00 

              Floor finish 

              Jail area 

 

              Alt #4                88,834.00                      18,440.00                   

18,500.00 

              Wall/ceiling 

              Finish in  

              Jail area 

 

              Alt #5                              5,600.00                       6,200.00                     

6,500.00 

              Flag Poles 

 

              Alt #6                                          33,385.00                       7,000.00                     7,000.00 

              Graffiti   

              Resistant  

              Coating 

 

             Alt #7                                       16,000.00                      16,650.00                   16,900.00 

              Snow Melt          

 

              Alt #8                              1,000.00                        1,525.00                   

(2,600.00) 

              Small Emblem            

DEDUCT 

              Alt. Material 

 

           TOTAL BID                        $ 5,533,085.00              $ 5,134,865.00           $ 

5,427,800.00 

 
        

  

 SUBCONTRACTORS: 
  

                  P.C.            Wafflecrete          Stresscast             

Stresscast 

                  Det.            Chief           Sweeper              Chief 

                  Elev            Otis           Otis                         Otis 

            Mechanical           Glassman          Central Mechanical        

Glassman  

                Electrical                      Davis                       Davis                 Davis 

                S.C.            Simplex           Davis    Simplex 
 



 

                 He also presented a bid from Kansas Correctional Industries for the Detention 

Equipment  

                 with either powder coat finish totaling $28,511.28 or with KCI Enamel Finish totaling 

                 $23,984.28. 

 

                 Dave moved to accept Dick Construction Base Bid with alternate numbers 2 thru 8,  

                 thus rejecting alternate #1.  Melvin seconded. Motion carried. 

 

                 Melvin moved to accept the Kansas Correctional Industries bid with the powder coat 

finish  

                 totaling $28,511.28.  Dave seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

 By motion the Board adjourned. 

 

 Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk                              ________________________________ 

       Gary Baker, Chairman 

 

 

  

  COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

OCTOBER 3, 2006 

 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with Dave Bozone and Gary Baker 

present.  Also, present were Bob Johnson, County Counselor and Pam Bensel, County Clerk.  

Minutes of the last meeting were read and approved.  County vouchers were reviewed and approved 

and the clerk was instructed to draw warrants on the treasurer chargeable to the various funds of the 

county for the following amounts: 

 

                                  General…………………………….…...40,658.33 

                                  Road & Bridge….…………….………..54,164.88                                   

                                  Building………………………….……....1,260.03  

                                  Airport………………………………….37,791.61                              

                                  Noxious Weed……………….......…..…12,590.05                                                             

                                  SV Co Comm Health………….…...........2,649.97                                                  

                                  Sheriff Bequest……………………………524.47 

                                  Fire Bequest………………………………. 65.00 

 

Dave moved to go into executive session for land acquisition for 15 minutes from 8:50am – 

9:05am.  Gary seconded.  Motion carried.  Meeting reconvened at 9:05am.  No action taken. 

 

Bob is checking with Pioneer Communication about moving the telephone pole on the land at 5
th

 

and Monroe before starting the new Law Enforcement Center project. 

 

Robert Rich brought in a time schedule and different projects to use for the Community Services 

clients.   

 

Robert brought in a check from the Myrtle Parsons Trust in the amount of $15,000.00 to be used 

for buying 2 treadmills at the Wellness Center. 

 

Lori Rodriguez came in to inform the Commissioners that the boiler at the Pioneer Manor 

needed to be replaced.  She had a bid from Lin Goode to replace the boiler.  The Commissioners 

explained the bid process and asked that she get more bids. 

 

She informed them of some other items at the Manor that needed repaired.  They told her if there 

were bills that related to the repairing of the building or sidewalk she could turn them into the 

Clerks office to be paid out of the Building Fund.  

 

Debbie Nordling came in to discuss the Economic Development Board members.  She explained 

that she would be interested in serving on the board.  She has a passion for the current businesses 

on Main Street and has different project ideas to help the beautification and growth of the 

community. 

 

J C Cantrell came in and Commissioners asked him about the road work at the Hugoton 

Industrial area, east of town. 



 

Ruthie Winget came in to talk about the swimming pool.  She suggested having an indoor pool at 

the Wellness Center. 

 

Gary moved to appoint Dave Bozone as the liaison for the Board of Commissioners to make 

decisions on the Law Enforcement Center project up to $7,500.00.  Anything over the $7,500.00 

will be brought to the Board for a decision.  He will receive mileage reimbursement for the trips 

to town.  Dave seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

 

 Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk                              ________________________________ 

       Gary Baker, Chairman 

 

 

 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

OCTOBER 17, 2006 

 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with all members present.  Also, present 

were Bob Johnson, County Counselor and Pam Bensel, County Clerk.  Minutes of the last meeting 

were read and approved.  County vouchers were reviewed and approved and the clerk was instructed 

to draw warrants on the treasurer chargeable to the various funds of the county for the following 

amounts: 

 

                                  General…………………………….…...37,316.90 

                                  Road & Bridge….…………….………..20,196.66                                  

                                  Building………………………….…….47,217.26                                

                                  Noxious Weed……………….......……..…121.78  

                                  Wellness Center Bequest………………19,460.00                                                            

                                  SV Co Comm Health………….…...........1,508.07                                                  

                                  Sheriff Bequest……………………………730.94 

                                  Reg of Deeds Tech Fund………………….216.72 

 

Dave moved to allow the County employees to be off the Monday before Christmas, 2007.  

Melvin seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Gary discussed purchasing a projector for the Memorial Hall.  Briar & Hale of Liberal no longer 

has this type of equipment.  He checked with Palace Computer of Garden City and they will send 

a bid for a projector. 

 

Commissioners received a letter from Bob Johnson concerning a Release of First Option to 

Purchase on the sale of property to Jim Moss owned by Cactus Roofing in the Industrial Park 

west of town.  An agreement has to be signed by the Commissioners to allow someone else to 

purchase the property.  Melvin moved to sign the Release of First Option to Purchase.  Dave 

seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

The Commissioners asked Bob how the situation with the Pioneer Communications telephone 

pole on the property for the Law Enforcement Center was coming along.  He was waiting on a 

reply from their attorney. 

 

A bill was presented to the Commissioners on a 2007 Support Renewal from Nex Tech for 

Stevens County in the amount of $12,039.00 plus a homestead tax software program in the 

amount of $60.00 totaling $12,821.00.  Dave moved to approve the service for the support 

system on the AS 400 system.  Melvin seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Susan came in to discuss a workstation for the GIS office.  The Commissioners said she needed 

to get bids. 

 

Paula Rowden came in to discuss the prescription cards for the new program that is being offered 

at Community Health.  She asked if they were going to be the primary agent to hand out the 

cards to the appropriate individuals.  The Commissioners agreed that the Community Health 

Office would be the primary agent.  The services will be provided to adults and children..  Bob 

will review the contract from NACO for this program. 

 



Paula explained the revenues and expenses of the department and the difference being  

$50,807.61.  She asked if the amount that the hospital refunded could be transferred into the 

Community Health account to finish this year.  Dave moved to use the undesignated funds in 

general to transfer $63,400.00 into the Community Health budget.  Melvin seconded.  Motion 

carried. 

 

Paula explained the WIC program on how it works and what the county can do for the 

individuals through this program. 

 

Paula explained a Farm Workers program that they hand out vouchers to the qualified families 

for clinic care.  This will help with income for the clinic. 

 

Paula asked about one more program to provide for the community.  The program is a Family 

Planning Clinic.  It provides several different options for the women.  She will be asking for help 

from the Myrtle Parsons Trust.  Melvin moved to add this new program to the Community 

Health Department.  Dave seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Paula asked if she could get a license for the Stevens County website to put all the Community 

Health Care programs on the site so the individuals will know what services the department has 

to offer.  The Commissioners agreed to allow her to get a license. 

 

J C Cantrell came in to discuss Road and Bridge work.  He explained that Dick Construction 

came to him and asked if the County could haul the dirt out when they start digging the basement 

of the Law Enforcement Center.  The Commissioners agreed to allow them to haul the dirt. 

 

Ted Heaton came in to explain the veterinarian bill.   

 

Ted checked with Snyder Radio to see if they would honor their contract bid for the new Law 

Enforcement Center and they agreed to honor the contract.  Dave moved to accept the bid from 

Snyder Radio.  Melvin seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Marlin and Darin Heger with Circle H and Brian Hemann came in to discuss changing a gravel 

road into asphalt.  They are the only supplier hauling grain into the MasCow Dairy.  The 

Commissioners agreed to gravel/rock the road at this time. 

 

Lori Rodriguez, Pioneer Manor Administrator, Brandon Fox and Trevor Mangels, maintenance 

crew and Karen Reynolds, Larry Bradford, Greg Kubin, Dale Sutton, members of the Pioneer 

Manor board came in to discuss maintenance problems with the Manor.  Lori explained there are 

several different areas that the Fire Marshall reported that needed tended to at this time.  The 

Commissioners said get bids and start working on the projects in question. 

 

Jack Rowden, Neal Gillespie and Gary Gold came in to present a drawing for a new assisted 

living project.  They feel this is the next project that Stevens County to look at. 

 

The Commissioners discussed buying land east of town from Greg Morris for $151,150.00.  

Melvin moved to accept a contract from Greg Morris to buy this property.  Gary seconded.  Dave 

opposed.  Motion carried. 

 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

 

 Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk                              ________________________________ 

       Gary Baker, Chairman 

 

 

 

        COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

NOVEMBER 3, 2006 

 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with Dave Bozone and Gary Baker 

present.  Also, present were Bob Johnson, County Counselor and Pam Bensel, County Clerk.  

Minutes of the last meeting were read and approved.  County vouchers were reviewed and approved 

and the clerk was instructed to draw warrants on the treasurer chargeable to the various funds of the 

county for the following amounts: 

 

                                  General…………………………….….201,510.28 



                                  Road & Bridge….…………….………204,015.42                                   

                                  Building………………………….……...5,055.19  

                                  Airport…………………………………..2,636.50                              

                                  Noxious Weed……………….......…...…6,542.10 

                                  Alcoholic Treatment………………………237.50                                                             

                                  SV Co Comm Health………….….........20,803.80                                                  

                                   

                                  Fire Bequest………………………………. 331.07 

                                  Reg of Deeds Tech Fund…………………..716.07 

 

Dave presented a change in the underground pipeline system for the Law Enforcement Center 

from cast iron to pvc pipe.   

 

Dick Construction asked Dave Bozone for a price quote for the use of gravel at his pit.  He gave 

them a quote and suggested checking with the Road and Bridge Department for a price of the 

County’s gravel. 

 

Gary moved to have the telephone pole in front of the Law Enforcement site moved from the 

present location and set by the Pioneer Communication building.  The County agreed to pay for 

having the pole moved and not to exceed the cost of $12,000.00.  Dave seconded.  Motion 

carried. 

 

Bob Medina from the Bureau of Waste Management and Roger Lynch came in to discuss illegal 

dumping at Moscow.  Bob talked about a clean up program offered by the KDHE that will pay 

up to $10,000.00 per site for having it cleaned up.  They will pay 100% for the clean up of tires 

and the State will pay to have a fence put up around the property if the notification is filled out 

and sent in to KDHE.  Dave moved to participate in the clean up program with KDHE.  Gary 

seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Robert Rich came in to discuss getting a 45’ to 50’television set to use at the Wellness Center for 

aerobics.  He checked and the cost will be around $2,000.00 for the television, dvd player and 

having it mounted.  They asked him to check around and get some other prices. 

 

The Commissioners asked him how the Community Service program was doing with the new set 

of rules and regulations.  He felt it was doing a lot better.  The individuals seemed to be 

cooperating better. 

 

Jerry Stuckey brought in another resolution on the cotton gin.  The Board of Tax Appeals needed 

to have an exhibit A attached stating the description of the building on the property.  Gary moved 

to adopt Resolution 06-12 pertaining to the exemption of land, improvements and personal 

property on the Cotton Gin.  Dave seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Jerry discussed the using of 2-4-D pesticide.  He visited with Grant, Morton, Stanton and Seward 

counties.  He is a representative of the KS Cotton Growers Association and discussed about the 

farmers spraying 2-4-D and when the wind changed it blew the pesticide on other sections of 

crops damaging them.  He talked about a resolution to the KDA changing the regulations on 

damages of other property from the 2-4-D.  He asked if the county would ban the spraying of the 

chemical from May 15 to September 15 each year.  Dave remarked he didn’t feel that the 

Commissioners could make that decision for all the farmers in Stevens County. 

 

Sherri Martin came in to discuss the consolidation of the Morton/Stevens County Conservation 

Districts.  The office would still be in Stevens County. She was not sure how some things would 

be worked out at this time but wanted to be sure the Commissioners were aware of the upcoming 

changes. 

 

Don Trentham, Glen Gaskill and Jeremy Reeder of the Golf Course board came in to discuss 

possible funding from the County.  The board is in the process of extending the golf course from 

a 9 hole to an 18 hole course.  They have already purchased the land and have the water rights 

but need additional funding to help with the greens.  They presently are receiving an approximate 

budget of $190,000.00 from the City of Hugoton.  They are asking if the County would consider 

funding $50,000.00 a year.  It will take approximately 2 years to complete the new part of the 

course if there is funding for it.  They estimated a cost of $400,000.00 to $600,000.00 each year 

to keep the course in shape.  Gary and Dave decided all the Commissioners needed to talk this 

over before a decision could be made. 

 



John Wire with Great Plains Development came in to ask Stevens County to continue with the 

membership with Great Plains Development.  He informed the Commissioners about different 

grants that could be used for certain projects.  He also talked about the Strategic Plan and 

Enterprise Zone.  He is working with Neal on these plans. 

 

Gary moved to approve the membership with Great Plains Development, Inc.  Dave seconded.  

Motion carried. 

 

J C presented a certificate for a right of way clearance from the KS Dept of Transportation for a 

bridge in Stevens County that will be worked on next year. 

 

J C discussed graveling the road for Heger’s to haul grain into the MasCow dairy.  He presented 

a cost for gravel and asphalt.  Dave moved to gravel the road at a cost of $39,940.00.  Gary 

seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Ashley Fiss and Vincent Mancini came in to discuss the Pioneer Manor.  Vincent presented plans 

on how to comply with the State requirements.  

 

Dave moved to hire Gibson, Mancini, Carmichael & Nelson along with Fiss Architect to report 

on the specific requirements to comply with the State such as: electrical, mechanical, plumbing 

and ADA. 

 

Ashley Fiss submitted a proposal for a swimming pool project. 

 

Gary moved to engage with Fiss Architect to hire Bohl & Associates Pool Consultants to check 

the needs and cost of repairing the present pool or building a new one. 

 

Dave moved to appoint a committee to search out the necessity and cost of an assisted living 

project with Jack Rowden being the chairman.  Gary seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Susan presented bids for a desk unit for the GIS Department.  There were three bids: 

 

                         Liberal Office Machines                $8150.00 

                         Southern Office Supply                 $7640.10 and $8235.50 

                         Correctional Facility                      $6343.47 

 

Dave moved to accept the low bid from the Correctional facility at $6343.47.  Gary seconded.  

Motion carried. 

 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk                              ________________________________ 

       Gary Baker, Chairman 

 

 

 

BOARD OF CANVASSERS MEETING 

NOVEMBER 10, 2006 

 

The Board of Canvassers met at 9:00am to canvass the votes from the November 7, 2006 

General Election.  Present were Gary Baker, Dave Bozone, Melvin Webb and Pam Bensel.  

There were 41 Provisionsal Ballots and were counted.  One regular advanced ballot returned in 

the mail on Wednesday, November 8, 2006 which was not counted.  These ballots did not 

change the outcome of the election of the first canvass.  There was no other business conducted 

and the Canvass Board adjourned at 11:35am. 

 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

 

 Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk                              ________________________________ 

       Gary Baker, Chairman 

 

 

 

        COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

NOVEMBER 14, 2006 



 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with all members present.  Also, present 

were Bob Johnson, County Counselor and Pam Bensel, County Clerk.  Minutes of the last meeting 

were read and approved.  County vouchers were reviewed and approved and the clerk was instructed 

to draw warrants on the treasurer chargeable to the various funds of the county for the following 

amounts: 

 

                                  General…………………………….…..10,117.78 

                                  Road & Bridge….…………….…………9,470.63                                   

                                  Building………………………….…….10,915.45                              

                                  SV Co Comm Health………….…...........3,930.38  

 

Paula Rowden came in to give updates on each of the different grants and how each department 

was progressing. 

 

Paula brought in contracts for the Public Health Preparedness and the SW KS Health Initiative  

programs.  Melvin moved to accept the contracts for the Public Health Preparedness and the SW 

KS Health Initiative programs.  Dave seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Paula informed them that they had run out of car seats.  They need $8000.00 for start up cost on 

the Family Planning program and she will be sending a letter to the Myrtle Parsons Trust asking 

for a donation.  State Farm is willing to match funds.                                           

                                   

Lori Rodriguez with the Pioneer Manor came in with an update on different issues.  She had 

estimates for plumbing and the sprinkler system.  She felt if they kept the State and Fire Marshall 

informed on the progress then they would work with the time frame needed. 

 

Dave Bozone presented a list of individuals that were willing to serve on an assisted living board 

committee.  ( Marion Wolf, Catherine Ellsaesser, Roger James, Roy Walkemeyer,  Celain Day, 

Paula Rowden, Linda Harvey, Lee Isaac, Jack Rowden and Grace Wheeler.  Dave moved to 

appoint the list of names to the committee with Jack Rowden as the chairman.  Melvin seconded.  

Motion carried.  

 

Gary Baker is presently serving on the Southwest Guidance Center board.  He no longer wants to 

serve on this board.  Melvin moved to appoint O D Littrell to the Southwest Guidance Center 

board effective on his swearing in, January 10, 2007.  Dave seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Pat LeClerc with Blue Cross – Blue Shield presented a new insurance policy plan for the County.  

Dave moved to accept Option 1 plan.  Melvin seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Pat said that someone would be contacting the County to set a meeting to explain the new policy 

for the employees and their spouses. 

 

J C Cantrell came in to discuss the road project to the Circle H Farms corn mill.  He reported the 

all weather road is finished. 

 

J C informed the Commissioners that Dick Construction is buying sand from the Road & Bridge 

Department. 

 

Tom Fuhrmann came in to discuss severed and attached minerals.  He asked if they wanted to 

take the minerals off of the tax roll.  He explained about the Board of Tax Appeals situation with 

Keith Farrar.  He felt the minerals should be put back on Farrar’s statement and let him reapply 

with the Board of Tax Appeal or remove all minerals off of the tax roll. 

 

Charles Claar came in to explain the IRS audit results.  Dave moved to accept the IRS proposal 

on the back taxes of $46,894.18.  Melvin seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

The Commissioners discussed the quote from Palace Computer Center on a projector for the 

Memorial Hall.  Gary said there would need to get Hancock to put an electrical plug put in the 

ceiling.  Dave moved to accept the quote from Palace Computer Center for a projector, delivery 

and installation charges in the amount of $4785.78. 

 

 By motion the Board adjourned. 

 

 Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk                              ________________________________ 



       Gary Baker, Chairman 

  

                                

 COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

DECEMBER 5, 2006 

 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with all members present.  Also, present 

were Bob Johnson, County Counselor and Pam Bensel, County Clerk.  Minutes of the last meeting 

were read and approved.  County vouchers were reviewed and approved and the clerk was instructed 

to draw warrants on the treasurer chargeable to the various funds of the county for the following 

amounts: 

 

                                  General…………………………….…...251,087.43 

                                  Road & Bridge….…………….………..126,792.80                                  

                                  Building………………………….……...19,788.75                                

                                  Noxious Weed……………….......……….7,475.61  

                                  Alcoholic Treatment…………………….…237.50                                                           

                                  SV Co Comm Health………….…..........26,433.88                                                 

                                  Airport…………………………………....2,626.50                                   

 

 

Paula Rowden came in to update the Commissioners on the November activities for the 

Community Health Department. 

 

She informed them that she sent a letter to the Myrtle Parsons Trust for the purchase of car seats. 

 

She asked about the 2006 budget for the Community Health.   

 

Paula discussed the evaluations for the employees of the Community Health Department. 

 

J C Cantrell came in to discuss the Road & Bridge budget.   

 

Dave moved to pay the Road and Bridge and Community Health Department deficient for the 

remainder of 2006 out of the General fund.  Melvin seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

J C asked if it was correct allowing the gas companies to use the right of way to lay a line. 

 

Robert Rich discussed the purchase of a television set for the aerobics class at the Wellness 

Center.  Dave moved to allow Robert to purchase the television set after the bills are paid in 

December providing there is money left in the budget.  

 

Ron McFarlane came in to discuss Hospital personnel.  Dave moved to go into executive session 

with Ron McFarlane for personnel for 15 minutes from 10:33am – 10:48am.  Also O D Littrell 

was included in the session.  Gary seconded.  Motion carried.  Meeting reconvened at 10:48am.  

No action taken. 

 

Ted Heaton came in to inform the Commissioners that a stool in the back part of the jail needed 

replaced.  He is unable to get parts for the old stool. 

 

Gary discussed that Smith and Pineger were trying to get the Railroad upgraded through 

Johnson.  They want to talk to the Commissioners in Morton, Grant and Stevens about getting a 

four county project started. 

 

Gary moved to go into executive session for land acquisition for 15 minutes from 11:07am – 

11:15am.  Also O D Littrell was included in the session.  Gary seconded.  Motion carried.   

 

Commissioners came out of executive session at 11:15am and Gary moved to go back into 

executive session for another 15 minutes.  11:20am – 11:35am.  Dave seconded.  Motion carried.  

Meeting reconvened at 11:35am. 

 

Ashley Fiss came in to discuss the swimming pool.  Bohl & Associates brought in a contractor to 

review the swimming pool.  Ashley presented the suggested plans from the contractor.  Sherry 

Martin set in on the discussion and presented her thoughts on fixing the present pool and 

building a new one.  She feels the cost could be kept to a minimum even if there is a new one 

built. 



 

Melvin moved to appoint Dave to sign all County paperwork for the FSA office and Ag First 

Insurance.  Gary seconded.  Motion carried.   

 

The County Clerk was instructed to send a letter of appointment to each of these entities.  

  

Dave moved to pay each full time county employee that shows for the BC-BS meeting the 

amount of time the insurance meeting last on Tuesday, December 5 at 4:30pm in the Memorial 

Hall.  Melvin seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Neal Gillespie came in to ask for a letter of support for the wind farms to the Empire District 

Electric Company in Joplin, MO. 

 

He asked for a Resolution of support for the Sunflower Electric Power Corporation plant. 

 

Gary moved to go into executive session for personnel for 15 minutes from 1:40pm – 1:55pm.  O 

D Littrell was included in the session.  Dave seconded.  Motion carried.   Meeting reconvened at 

1:55pm. 

 

Gary asked the County Clerk to call the Hugoton Hermes to inform them of a meeting with Doug 

Smith of Pineger and Smith on Wednesday night at 7:00pm in the Commissioners room. 

 

Dave moved to reappoint David Self to the Economic Development Board.  Melvin seconded.  

Motion carried. 

 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

 

 Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk                              ________________________________ 

       Gary Baker, Chairman 

 

 

 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

DECEMBER 6, 2006 

 

A special meeting was called by Gary Baker, Chairman of the County Commissioners for 

December 6, 2006 at 7:00pm in the Commissioners regular meeting room.  All members were 

present including the newly elected Commissioner, O D Littrell.  Also present was Pam Bensel, 

County Clerk and Don Goering, Hugoton Hermes publisher. 

 

Douglas Smith of Pineger and Smith Associates, Inc a law firm representing the KS Legislative 

Policy Group, met with the commissioners to discuss about building an economic group in SW 

Kansas.  The counties involved would be Stevens, Morton, Stanton and Grant.  He was giving a 

proposal of Economic growth. 

 

He reviewed the railroad line with Stanton County Commissioners and also presenting the ideas 

with Grant, Stevens and Morton Counties.  The Counties need to form a coalition to combine all 

the resources together to make the project work. 

 

The structure of work involves each county receiving benefit from the valuation of the economic 

development project.  The host county would be receiving a larger percentage and the remaining 

counties splitting the other percent.  If each of the counties would be in agreement to explore the 

economic development project then Pineger and Smith would be willing to continue the 

negotiation and present this to the Legislature for approval. 

 

The Commissioners agreed to have Douglas Smith continue with the project. 

 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk                              ________________________________ 

       Gary Baker, Chairman 

 

        

 

 



 COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

DECEMBER 19, 2006 

 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with all members present.  Also, present 

were Bob Johnson, County Counselor and Pam Bensel, County Clerk.  Minutes of the last meeting 

were read and approved.  County vouchers were reviewed and approved and the clerk was instructed 

to draw warrants on the treasurer chargeable to the various funds of the county for the following 

amounts: 

 

                                  General……………………………..…..10,117.78 

                                  Road & Bridge….…………….…..……34,598.89                                   

                                  Building………………………….…….98,991.06 

                                  Noxious Weed………………………….…189.60                              

                                  SV Co Comm Health………….…...........8,697.20 

                                  Sheriff Bequest……………………………520.54 

                                  Sheriff-Concealed Carry………………….600.00 

                                  Reg of Deeds Tech Fund…………….…6,216.88 

 

Dave moved to go into executive session for personnel issues for 10 minutes from 9:00am – 

9:10am.   Melvin seconded.  Motion carried.  Meeting reconvened at 9:10am.  No action taken. 

 

Ted Heaton brought in the personnel evaluations for the sheriff’s department for raises in 2007. 

 

Ted Heaton came in with bids for 2 – 2007 pickups.  The bids were from Don Trentham Ford 

 

                   2007 150 4X4 Super Cab pickup                  $32,445.00 

                   trade in 2004 Crown Victoria                         19,000.00  

                                                                                         $13,445.00 

 

                    2007 150 4X4 Super Cab pickup                 $32,445.00 

                    trade in 2004 Crown Victoria                        17,000.00 

                                                                                         $15,445.00 

 

and Riley Chevrolet Buick, Inc 

 

                    2-2007 Chevrolet Silverado 1500 4WD Ext Cab pickup      $61,420.00 

                    trade in 2-2004 Crown Victoria                                               20,191.00 

                                                                                                                   $41,229.00 

 

Melvin moved to accept the bids from Don Trentham Ford for the 2 – 2007 150 4X4 Super Cab 

pickups with 2 – 2004 Crown Victoria as trade ins at a cost of $13,445.00 and $15,445.00.  Dave 

seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

J C Cantrell brought in the personnel evaluations for the Road & Bridge department for raises in 

2007. 

 

J C brought in the cost amount of the asphalt plant for the year. 

 

Dave moved to go into executive session with J C for personnel issues for 10 minutes from 

9:50am – 10:00am.   Melvin seconded.  Motion carried.  Meeting reconvened at 10:00am.  

 

Robert Rich brought in the personnel evaluations for the Wellness Center department for raises 

in 2007. 

 

Betty Rosel brought in the personnel evaluation for the Register of Deeds office for raises in 

2007. 

 

Paula Rowden came in to inform the Commissioners on the Community Health Department.  

The Department was awarded a grant and she had the grant papers for the Chairman to sign.   

 

Gary asked if she felt it necessary to get all department heads together for an informational 

meeting on bio-terrorism.  She felt that would be important and also having a mock event could 

be beneficial.   

 



Paula asked if they would want her to evaluate the 2007 budget for the Community Health 

Department.  The Commissioners discussed amending the 2007 budget if necessary. 

 

Mike Schechter came in to discuss the firemen’s pay.  He asked to raise it: 

 

                       From  $15.00 for the 1
st
 hour to $17.50 

                                     7.50 each hour after to $8.00 

 

Melvin moved to pay the firefighters $17.50 for the 1
st
 hour and $8.50 for each hour after.  Dave 

seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Mike asked if he could apply to be on the Kansas Incident Management Team.  He would come 

in and assist during any incident within the State for a two year period.  Melvin moved to allow 

Mike to apply to be on the Kansas Incident Management Team.  Dave seconded.  Motion 

carried. 

 

Mike informed them that Matt Mercer from Homeland Security asked about using the County’s 

radio tower if necessary.  If they decide to use the tower the Commissioners would need to look 

at the agreement before making a decision. 

 

Gary moved to go into executive session with Dr Kevin Cuccinelli for land acquisition for 29 

minutes from 11:31am – 12:00pm.   Dave seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Gary moved to go into executive session for an additional 10 minutes.  Dave seconded.  Motion 

carried. 

 

Lori Rodriguez came in with John Grace from Aging Research Institute to discuss a presentation 

on a preliminary report for the Pioneer Manor.  Also present were members of the Pioneer 

Manor board- Karen Reynolds, Dale Sutton, Walter McClure and Larry Bradford. 

 

Tom Fuhrmann brought in the personnel evaluations for the Appraisers office for raises in 2007. 

 

Gene Leonard brought in the personnel evaluations for the Noxious Weed and Landfill 

Departments for raises in 2007.  Gene explained that he had not given Danny Skinner the correct 

raise for the time before.  So he was asking for a different amount for Danny. 

 

Dave moved to give Noxious Weed and Landfill employees at 3.5% raise for 2007 with the 

exception of Danny Skinner raising him to $11.50 an hour.  Melvin seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Dave moved to give Ted Heaton a 5% increase instead of 3.5%.  Melvin seconded.  Motion 

carried. 

 

The 2007 raises were discussed.  Dave moved to give a 3.5% raise for 2007 to all full time 

County employees.  Melvin seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Dave mentioned inviting the Museum employees and board to the Christmas party for 2007. 

 

Dave moved to appoint Phillip Norton as West Center Township Trustee to replace Glen Gaskill. 

Melvin seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk                              ________________________________ 

       Gary Baker, Chairman 

 

  

 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

DECEMBER 28, 2006 

 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with all members present.  Also, present 

were Bob Johnson, County Counselor and Pam Bensel, County Clerk.  Minutes of the last meeting 

were read and approved.  County vouchers were reviewed and approved and the clerk was instructed 

to draw warrants on the treasurer chargeable to the various funds of the county for the following 

amounts: 



 

                                  General………………………………..215,812.81 

                                  Road & Bridge….…………….…..…..127,595.36                                  

                                  Building………………………….……...3,398.71 

                                  Noxious Weed………………………..…8,815.42                             

                                  SV Co Comm Health………….….........26,121.92 

                                  Employee’s P/R Misc W/H……………...…95.58 

                                  Airport…………………………………..2,626.50                                 

 

Neal Gillespie came in to discuss the ice storm and the affect it had on the community.  He was 

asking about declaring Stevens County a disaster area.  The State Emergency department had 

called early and reported there has to be at least 3.2 million dollars of damage to declare a 

disaster.   

 

Ted Heaton came in to discuss hiring another officer, Sheldon Shuck from the City of Hugoton, 

as of January 2, 2007.  He asked if the Commissioners would waive the County’s BC-BS 30 day 

waiting period.  Dave move to waive the 30 day waiting period on the new employee, Sheldon 

Shuck.  Melvin seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Ted brought in the 2006 encumbrance letter for the Sheriff’s office.  Dave moved to approve the 

encumbrance letter for 2006 funds with the exception of the purchase of Sheldon Shuck contract 

with the city for $9520.23 which has already been paid.  Melvin seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Roger Lynch came in to discuss the wind farm project.  He explained the regulations and the 

County will need to hold off on the publication until the project is further along. 

 

Roger discussed the clean up program with KDHE for the Moscow area.  Bob Medina called and 

the state is ready to start with the clean up.  Roger has started the necessary paperwork for the 

project at Moscow on Shawnah Dorsey’s property. 

 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk                              ________________________________ 

       Gary Baker, Chairman 

 

 

    

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

JANUARY 2, 2007 

 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with all members present.  Also, 

present were Bob Johnson, County Counselor and Pam Bensel, County Clerk.  Minutes of the last 

meeting were read and approved by Dave. Gary seconded.  Motion carried. County vouchers were 

reviewed and approved by Melvin.  Dave seconded.  The clerk was instructed to draw warrants on 

the treasurer chargeable to the various funds of the county for the following amounts: 

 

 

                                  General………………………………..153,232.42 

                                  Road & Bridge….…………….…..……….260.11 

                                  Home for Aged Maint……………….. 673,333.33                                 

                                  Building………………………….……..77,162.00    

                                  Noxious Weed……………………………..133.89                                                          

                                  SV Co Comm Health………….…............1,571.79 

                                   

Dave moved to have Citizens State Bank as the bank depository for Stevens County.  Melvin 

seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Dave moved to have First National Bank as a secondary depository for Stevens County.  Melvin 

seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Melvin moved to appoint Gary Baker as Chairman.  Dave seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Gary moved to appoint Dave as Vice Chairman.  Melvin seconded.  Motion carried. 

 



Dave moved to appoint the Hugoton Hermes as the official newspaper for Stevens County.  

Melvin seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Melvin moved to continue the meeting days and time the same.  The days are 1
st
 and 3

rd
 

Tuesdays at 8:30am.  Dave seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Pam Bensel, County Clerk presented the GAAP waiver Resolution 07-01 to be approved and 

signed.  Dave moved to adopt the GAAP Resolution 07-01.  Melvin seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Robert Rich brought in the 2006 encumbrance letter for the Wellness Center.   Dave moved to 

allow Robert to encumber monies for Community Service in the amount of $4000.00 and 

Wellness Center in the amount of $2250.00. 

 

There was some discussion on how the plans work for declaring a county disaster.  Bob is 

contacting the Governor’s office to see what it entails and what funds are available. 

 

Ted Heaton came in to inform the Commissioners about what the Sheriffs Department has been 

doing during the storm disaster.  

 

O D Littrell was informed that the Commissioners receive $60.00 a month through payroll for 

using their personal cell phone for county business. 

 

Dave moved to purchase SE 15-33-37 less 5A tract from Greg and Sheryl Morris for a price of 

$151,026.50.  Melvin seconded.  Motion carried.  Greg and Sheryl signed the closing statement. 

 

The check is to be made out to Stevens County Title and sent to Greg Bond. 

 

Gene Leonard brought in the 2006 encumbrance letter for the Noxious Weed and Solid Waste.  

He asked to encumber $50,000.00 for the landfill to use for processing concrete.  Melvin moved 

to allow Gene to encumber monies for the landfill in the amount of $50,000.00.  Gary seconded.  

Motion carried.   

 

The Noxious Weed monies ($12,000.00) will transfer into the Noxious Weed Equipment fund. 

 

Bob Johnson asked to encumber the remaining County Counselor monies $1,323.00 for the 

remaining court appeals.  Dave moved to allow Bob to encumber monies for the County 

Counselor in the amount of $1,323.00.  Melvin seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Due to the IRS audit there will be a $3.00 a day charge through payroll for employees in the 

Road and Bridge Department, Emergency Services Department and Noxious Weed and Landfill 

Department to take home any county vehicles.  The Commissioners decided to offset the wages 

of the Emergency Services Department to be able to take the vehicle home. 

 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk                              ________________________________ 

       Gary Baker, Chairman 

 

 

 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

JANUARY 16, 2007 

 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with all members present.  Also, 

present were Bob Johnson, County Counselor and Pam Bensel, County Clerk.  Minutes of the last 

meeting were read and approved by Dave. O D seconded.  Motion carried. County vouchers were 

reviewed and approved by O D.  Dave seconded.  Motion carried.  The clerk was instructed to draw 

warrants on the treasurer chargeable to the various funds of the county for the following amounts: 

 

 

                                  General………………………………..477,759.13 

                                  Road & Bridge….…………….…..…....31,861.10 

                                  Fair……………………………………..50,510.00 

                                  Airport…………………………….……53,900.00  

                                  Services for Elderly………………….....76,850.00                                



                                  Building………………………….……..26,353.04 

                                  Employees Benefit…………………….167,302.00    

                                  Noxious Weed………………………………61.97  

                                  Library…………………………………104,389.50  

                                  Hospital Maint…………………………550,000.00    

                                  Insurance Agency……………………...142,236.00  

                                  Alcoholic Treatment………………………..237.50                                                              

                                  SV Co Comm Health………….….............4,679.15 

                                  Reg of Deeds Tech Fund…………………4,555.50 

 

Dave moved to go into executive session to discuss possible litigation for 15 minutes from 

8:55am – 9:10am.   O D seconded.  Motion carried.  Meeting reconvened at 9:10am. 

 

Paula Rowden came in to give an update on the different projects within Community Health. 

 

Paula brought in the Public Transportation grant application to have the Chairman of the 

Commissioners sign. 

 

Paula asked about the overhead door at the transfer station building.  She talked to the company 

about repairing the door and they said the door was not the type that was to be opened every day. 

She asked about replacing the door and putting a smaller overhead door in.  The Commissioners 

felt it would be too hard to replace the door.  They suggested putting a carport, for the 

transportation bus, beside the Community Health building and possibly inclosing it if necessary.  

O D will check into the cost of a carport after Paula gives him the necessary dimensions.  Paula 

will check with McBride Construction for a cost of the concrete. 

 

Paula presented an overall account of the 2006 year for the Community Health Department. 

 

Paula reported that she received the prescription cards from NACO.  Paula will be the contact 

person for Stevens County.  Paula informed them that she will run an advertisement for the card. 

 

Roger Lynch came in to have the Commissioners sign the contract from KDOT for the clean up 

of Shawnah Dorsey’s property in Moscow. 

 

Robert Rich came in to discuss the “Get Fit” program.  He felt it would be better to hold off a 

year before starting the program again. 

 

Janice Hollis came in to ask about fold up portable stage extensions.  She had a quote from 

Dallas Midwest for 3 stage extensions, skirting and hangers.  Dave moved to accept the bid from 

Dallas Midwest LLC for the 3 stage extensions, skirting and hangers to be paid out of the 

building fund.  O D seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Koleen came in to present the Clerk of District Court 2006 encumbrance letter.  She is asking for 

$8,000.00 to be carried over from the 2006 budget.  Dave moved to allow Koleen to encumber 

$8,000.00 of the Clerk of District Court 2006 budget.  O D seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Debbie Nordling came in to voice concerns about the October 3, 2006 minutes.  She brought 

concerns about the Economic Development Board and Assisted Living.   

Economic Development Board 

Board is made up of all white males.  Our board does not reflect the growth of our businesses. 

We need diversity.  We have a number of new Hispanic owned and operated businesses as well 

as female owned and operated businesses.  Consider getting some new people involved, at least 

ask and interview new candidates. 

We have two (2) Board members that employed by the same bank.  We could have a possible 

conflict with a project. 

 

          2.   Assisted Living 

                      a.   I requested that we revisit a project.  We have too many people leaving our  

                            community to relocate to Liberal, Ulysses and Elkhart for assisted living. 

                      b.   I suggested we look at Ulysses’ assisted living project. 

 

She had concerns about the November 14, 2006 minutes:   

(Paula informed them that they had run out of car seats.  They need $8000.00 for start up cost                      

on the Family Planning program and she will be sending a letter to the Myrtle Parsons Trust  

asking for a donation.  State Farm is willing to match funds.)  She stated that she would have to 



contact State Farm before she could make a statement like that.  She stated she would talk to 

Paula about this statement. 

 

Mike Schechter came in to check if anyone had complaints or concerns about the ice storm.  

Mike informed the community on what FEMA, a state entity, would be helping with on 

reimbursements.   

 

Mike said Moscow City was asking for funds to help purchase a generator for the water well at 

Moscow when the electricity goes out. 

 

J C Cantrell came in to talk about a section line road south of town-Rd H between 8 & 9 that 

needed repaired.  The EOG oil company asked if the county would rock the road and they 

offered to pay the cost of the rock.   

 

Dave mentioned that he and JC went to Morton County to look at the Road & Bridge building.  

They got a copy of their blue prints to look over. 

 

J C asked about driving the County’s vehicle home.  He felt that was part of his benefits at the 

time they allowed this.  No decision was made. 

 

Neal Gillespie came in and Dave moved to go into executive session to discuss trade secrets for 

15 minutes from 1:00pm – 1:15pm.  O D seconded.  Motion carried.  No decisions made.  

Meeting reconvened at 1:15pm. 

 

Dave moved to construct Gary Baker as Chairman of the Commissioners to send a letter to the 

Recreation Board on what was decided about the rebuilding of the swimming pool. Gary 

seconded.  Motion carried.   

 

Bob informed them that he already had a letter for Gary to sign and send.      

 

Pam Bensel presented the encumbrance letter for Mike Schechter asking to transfer $30,000.00 

from the 2006 Emergency Services fund to the County Equipment fund to be designated for 

Emergency Services.  Melvin moved to allow Mike to encumber monies for the County 

Equipment fund to be designated for Emergency Services.  Dave seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Dave moved to have Stevens County join the 4 county group called WEKANDO (Western KS 

Development Organization) to secure legislature and hire Pineger & Smith and John Frieden and 

have Stevens County share in the cost.  O D seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

There will be 4 voting delegates and 4 alternates, 1 from each county (Stevens, Stanton, Grant 

and Morton). 

 

O D moved to have Dave as the voting delegate from Stevens County for WEKANDO.  Gary 

seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Gary moved to have O D be the alternate from Stevens County for WEKANDO.  Dave 

seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Dave mentioned he felt that WEKANDO was a good group since a County can choose to opt out 

of being a part of any certain project.  

 

Dave moved to go into executive session for non elected personnel issues for 10 minutes from 

1:40pm – 1:50pm.   O D seconded.  Motion carried.  Dave moved to go back into executive 

session for 10 minutes from 1:55pm – 2:05pm.  O D seconded.  Motion carried.  Meeting 

reconvened at 2:05pm. 

 

Dave moved to go into executive session to discuss possible litigation for 15 minutes from 

8:55am – 9:10am.   O D seconded.  Motion carried.  Meeting reconvened at 9:10am. 

 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk                              ________________________________ 

       Gary Baker, Chairman 

 

 



 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

JANUARY 25, 2007 

 

A special meeting was called by Gary Baker, the Chairman of County Commissioners.  Present 

were Gary Baker, Dave Bozone and O D Littrell.  Also present was Pam Bensel, County Clerk. 

 

The meeting started at 11:00am with Connie Gold, Treasurer asking them to sign Resolution 07-

02 urging the federal and state governments to retain drivers’ license renewals at the local level.    

No other business was conducted.   

 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk                              ________________________________ 

      

 Gary Baker, Chairman 

 

 

 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

FEBRUARY 6, 2007 

 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with all members present.  Also, 

present were Bob Johnson, County Counselor and Pam Bensel, County Clerk.  Minutes of the last 

meeting were read and approved by Dave. O D seconded.  Motion carried. County vouchers were 

reviewed and approved by Dave.  O D seconded.  Motion carried.  The clerk was instructed to draw 

warrants on the treasurer chargeable to the various funds of the county for the following amounts: 

 

 

                                  General………………………………..237,001.05 

                                  Road & Bridge….…………….…..…..311,399.35 

                                  Airport…………………………….……..2,728.43                                    

                                  Building………………………….……..50,897.03 

                                  Noxious Weed…………………………...5,999.97 

                                  Insurance Agency……………………......8,892.00  

                                  Alcoholic Treatment…………………….....237.50                                                              

                                  SV Co Comm Health………….…..........25,613.40 

                                  Reg of Deeds Tech Fund…………..………227.90 

 

Ted Heaton presented a policy for fitness for the sheriff officers. 

 

Ted informed the Commissioners of the expenses to be recovered for the Sheriff’s department 

from FEMA. 

 

Ted informed the Commissioners that he tries to attend the Moscow City Council meetings. 

 

Bob Johnson discussed the four county Interlocal Corporation Ageement and proposed by laws 

with the Commissioners. 

 

Dave moved to adopt Resolution 07-03 approving an Interlocal Cooperation Agreement between 

The Board of County Commissioners of Grant County, Stanton County, Morton County and 

Stevens County.   

 

Retha Wagner with the Library Board presented a list of names for her replacement on the board.  

She goes off the board March, 2007.  The names are:  Milton Gillespie, Charlotte Veatch, 

Heather Augustine and Lisa Whitham.  O D moved to have each person come in and visit with 

them.  Dave seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Mike Schechter came in to report on the damage to the radio tower.  The top 60 feet was broken 

off in the ice storm.  FEMA will replace the tower since the county did not have the tower on 

insurance yet.  Mike has a contractor that will give an estimate and then ask FEMA if they will 

repair or replace it. 

 

Mike asked if he could get a diesel generator for the radio tower and he informed them that there 

are funds left in the Communication grant.  



 

Mike informed the Commissioners the he needed to purchase a new breathing air compressor to 

replace the one that was purchased in 1983.  He can purchase one for approximately $8250.00.  

Dave moved to allow Mike to purchase a new breathing air compressor.  O D seconded.  Motion 

carried. 

 

Rodrick Heger came in to discuss personnel issues.  Gary moved to go into executive session  

for personnel issues for 35 minutes from 9:55am – 10:30am.   O D seconded.  Motion carried.  

Dave moved to go back into executive session for 5 minutes from 10:35am - 10:40am.  O D 

seconded.  Motion carried.  Meeting reconvened at 10:40am. 

 

J C Cantrell reported that the road from Woods to Prairieola – Rd 26 J-M would cost 

approximately $128,128.50 to make it an all weather road.  (4 miles @ 2” thick with ½” rock) 

 

J C brought in two different costs to make an all weather road for Rd H 8-9.  EOG Oil Company 

had offered to pay for the cost of the gravel.  The cost for 3” would be $48,048.19 and for 2” 

would be $40,040.25.  Dave said he would call them and let them choose which option they 

preferred. 

 

J C brought in a quote in the amount of $26,732.50 from Harvey Williams, Project Manager with 

Dultmeier Sales for a salt solution to put on roads during ice storms. 

 

J C checked with McBride Construction, Inc to get an estimate for a cement floor for a new Road 

& Bridge shop building.  His estimate was $200,000.00. 

 

J C asked for a quote from BCI Manufacturing for a new Road & Bridge shop building. 

 

John Grace with ARI came in to give a final report on the remodeling or rebuilding of the Pioneer 

Manor.  A Strategic Plan was presented to the Commissioners, the Pioneer Manor Board - Karen 

Reynolds, Dale Sutton, Larry Bradford, Greg Kubin and Walter McClure and Lori Rodriguez, the 

Administrator, were also present along with Vincent Mancini and Ashley Fiss, the architects and 

Sherry Goering, publisher of the Hugoton Hermes.   

 

Vincent Mancini and Ashley Fiss presented plans and different ideas on how remodeling could 

be done a little at a time.   

 

The meeting reconvened at 1:00pm for more general discussion of the Pioneer Manor problems.   

John talked about possibly closing the alley if necessary. 

 

Dave moved to have the architectural team stop working on the remodeling mode and start the 

rebuilding mode on the older part of the building.  O D seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

The Commissioners decided to get the plans and remodeling estimate started and then have John 

Grace with ARI to draw up a contract to help with the financial planning of the project. 

 

Dave moved to go into executive session with John Grace with ARI for personnel issues for 15 

minutes from 1:35pm – 1:50pm.   O D seconded.  Motion carried.  Dave moved to go back into 

executive session for 10 minutes from 1:55pm – 2:05pm.  O D seconded.  Motion carried.  

Meeting reconvened at 2:05pm. 

  

Dave moved to pay the Hugoton Municipal Golf Course $25,000.00 out of the Economic 

Development Incentive account in the General Fund.  O D seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

O D moved to pay the cost for taking County vehicles home, through payroll, according to the 

calculations from Stevens County auditor - Theresa Dasenbrock for J C Littrell, Gene Leonard 

and Mike Schechter.  Dave seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk                              ________________________________ 

      

 Gary Baker, Chairman 

 

  

 



COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

FEBRUARY 20, 2007 

 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with all members present.  Also, 

present were Bob Johnson, County Counselor and Pam Bensel, County Clerk.  Minutes of the last 

meeting were read and approved by Dave. O D seconded.  Motion carried. County vouchers were 

reviewed and approved by Dave.  O D seconded.  Motion carried.  The clerk was instructed to draw 

warrants on the treasurer chargeable to the various funds of the county for the following amounts: 

 

 

                                  General………………………………. .58,617.23 

                                  Road & Bridge….…………….…..……20,216.93 

                                  Building………………………….……......327.79 

                                  Noxious Weed…………………………….145.83                                  

                                  SV Co Comm Health………….…...........4,670.13 

                                  Sheriff Bequest……………………….…...442.00 

 

Mike Schechter, Jim O’Loughlin and Susan Schulte came in to discuss the grant for E911.  Jim 

presented a sample of the mapping program that will be used by the GIS department.  The 

amount of the grant will be $165,194.00.  He also presented contracts with Nine One One, Inc in 

the amount of $14,500.00 and Sanborn, Inc in the amount of $68,434.00.  The contract from 

Allied Information Solutions, Inc for the parcel mapping has three options to choose from and 

the parcel mapping will not be covered by the grant.   

 

Dave moved to accept option #3 and approve the contract with Allied Information Solutions, Inc 

in the amount of $42,500.00 and also approve the contracts with Nine One One, Inc in the 

amount of $14,500.00 and Sanborn, Inc in the amount of $68,434.00.  O D seconded.  Motion 

carried. 

 

The Commissioners asked Mike to stay and asked if the Moscow Fire Department had enough 

men to make the runs.  He explained that most of the guys work out of town so during the day 

the Hugoton Fire Department was standing by for them if they needed the help. 

 

Charlotte Veatch came in to interview as a prospective board member for the Library board.   

 

Paula Rowden came in to explain about the different grants and what amounts they will be 

receiving.  She had grant agreements that needed to be signed by the Chairman of 

Commissioners. 

 

Paula discussed an issue with a customer and the transportation bus driver.  Everything has been 

taken care of at this time. 

 

They discussed the carport and O D said he had gone to the Hospital to talk to Linda Stalcup to 

find out if there would be a problem where they were putting it.   She said that was fine with 

them.  

 

Dave moved to continue with putting the carport on the parking lot between the hospital and 

Community Health building.  Gary seconded.  Motion carried.  O D abstained from the vote. 

 

Paula asked O D if he could meet with Richard Everett about the Bioterrorism meeting he had 

gone to.  Richard will get with him when he comes to town. 

 

Paula explained that they had received donations for the equipment needed to start the Family 

Planning Clinic from the Myrtle Parsons Fund.  They are planning on using a local person if 

possible.  Jana Loibl, Nurse Practioner, of the Stevens County Clinic has agreed to help if the 

Hospital Board agrees.  The individuals will bill their own insurance.  The cost will be $30.00 

per client. 

 

Milton Gillespie came in to interview as a prospective board member for the Library board.   

 

Dave moved to expand the Pioneer Manor board from a 5 member board to a 7 member board.  

O D seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Dave suggested each Commissioner ask 2 individuals to come in for the next meeting to 

interview as a prospective board member for the Pioneer Manor board. 



 

Dave moved to start scheduling appointments for prospective board members for the Pioneer 

Manor board.  O D seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

The Commissioners discussed the contract with ARI, Inc.  Dave moved to table the contract with 

ARI, Inc until next meeting.  O D seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

J C Cantrell reported that someone contacted him to find out if they could haul in cleatchy to put 

on Rd H between 8 & 9, the road EOG Oil Company wanted to have graveled. 

 

Heather Augustine came in to interview as a prospective board member for the Library board. 

 

O D moved to appoint Heather Augustine to replace Retha Wagner on the Library Board starting 

March, 2007.  Dave seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Neal Gillespie and Kim Harper came in to discuss the swimming pool.  They had figures for the 

renovating ($85,000.00) or rebuilding ($146,000.00) of the bathhouse. 

 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk                              ________________________________ 

      

 Gary Baker, Chairman 

 

 

 

BOARD OF CANVASSERS MEETING 

MARCH 2, 2007 

 

The Board of Canvassers met at 9:00am to canvass the votes from the February 27, 2007, Primay 

Election.  Present were Gary Baker, O D Littrell and Pam Bensel.  There were 0 Provisionsal 

Ballots.  The outcome of the election will stay the same. There was no other business conducted 

and the Canvass Board adjourned at 9:55am. 

 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

 

 Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk                              ________________________________ 

       Gary Baker, Chairman 

 

 

 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

MARCH 6, 2007 

 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with all members present.  Also, 

present were Bob Johnson, County Counselor and Pam Bensel, County Clerk.  Minutes of the last 

meeting were read and approved by Dave. O D seconded.  Motion carried. County vouchers were 

reviewed and approved by Dave.  O D seconded.  Motion carried.  The clerk was instructed to draw 

warrants on the treasurer chargeable to the various funds of the county for the following amounts: 

 

                                  General………………………………..256,644.27 

                                  Road & Bridge….…………….………126,537.95 

                                  Building………………………….…......12,413.77  

                                  Airport………………………………...…2,728.43                              

                                  Noxious Weed…………………………...7,826.76 

                                  Alcoholic Treatment……………………....237.50                                  

                                  SV Co Comm Health………….….........28,047.57 

                                  Capital Projects (LEC)…………….….242,408.00 

 

Ted Heaton came in to inform the Commissioners about the money the Sheriff’s department will 

be receiving from FEMA that goes back into his budget. 

 

Ted informed the Commissioners that he appointed Rex Evans as undersheriff. 

 



Roger Lynch came in to inform the Commissioners about the wind farms.  He has been talking to 

Jeff Schlichting and there has been 2000 acres of land added to the wind farm project.  This land 

needs to be changed to conditional use.  Roger suggested republishing the list of names and land 

descriptions.  They want to break ground within 6 months if possible.  O D moved to move 

forward on the republishing of the Conestoga wind project.  Dave seconded.  Motion carried.  

Gary has relatives on the list of names so he abstains from the vote.  Neal Gillespie and Jeff 

Crawford were also at the meeting. 

 

Roger informed them he had rephotographed Shawnah Dorsey’s land at Moscow and sent the 

ownership changes to the State. 

 

Roger brought up some concerns about individuals parking their vehicles on the county right of 

way.  Bob Johnson says there is a liability if something should happen.  The Commissioners 

suggested that Roger talk to the individuals and explain the circumstances. 

 

Will Martin came in to talk about the county’s spending on trucking equipment.  He suggested 

hiring out some of the out of town hauling.  This would save a substantial amount of money for 

the county.  J C says he needs trucks to haul the gravel from the pit to the road they are working 

on and also haul the asphalt from the plant to the roads being worked on.  J C Cantrell attended 

the meeting also. 

 

Mike Eshbaugh and Neal Gillespie brought in a bid on the swimming pool bathhouse.  The 

Commissioners suggested publishing for bids.  There needs to be at least two or more bids. 

 

They also had proposals from McBride Construction, Lin Goode and Custom Renovations for 

the remodeling cost of the swimming pool. 

 

The Commissioners suggested a cost share program between the County, Hugoton City and 

Hugoton Recreation.  Mike and Neal will get bids for renovating and for rebuilding of the pool.   

 

Mike and Neal need to get in contact with Pete Earles Engineering to get cores samples from the 

floor of the swimming pool. 

 

O D Littrell moved to continue with Pete Earles Engineering for the testing of core samples on 

the floor of the swimming pool. 

 

J C Cantrell came in to talk about what roads and different projects the Road and Bridge 

Department are working on.   

 

Craig Bell and Billy Bell from Moscow came in to discuss the water situation in Moscow.  They 

asked if the County could donate some money to help the city buy a generator for the water well.  

Cornerstone Sales loaned them a generator during the ice storm in December and January.  They 

have already received donations from Pioneer Natural Resources, Cargill and the Myrtle Parsons 

Trust.  Gary suggested they switch the water rights on the two well and he is willing to get the 

paperwork together for them and to designate the smaller well as a spare.  The Commissioners 

agreed to have them to continue getting donations and then let them know what monies is 

needed. 

 

Dave moved to go into executive session for personnel issues for 15 minutes from 11:05am – 

11:20am.   O D seconded.  Motion carried.  Meeting reconvened at 11:20am. 

 

There was discussion on the gas field.  Tom Fuhrmann is having a meeting in Ulysses for the 

surrounding Commissioners to discuss the matter.  The gas companies are talking about drilling 

several well at a time to deplete the gas out of the Panoma and Hugoton Chase areas quicker and 

pay fewer taxes.  Tom wants the Commissioners to send a letter to the KCC to express their 

concerns about this matter. 

 

Dave moved to have Bob negotiate a contract with John Grace with ARI, Inc as a consultant for 

the Pioneer Manor.  O D seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

O D moved to reappoint David Self to the Southwest Juvenile Detention Board.  Dave seconded.  

Motion carried. 

 

Michael Perry came in looking to purchase land east of town for his roofing business.  The 

Commissioners said they needed to have the land plotted.    



 

Ron McFarland came in as a prospective board member for the Pioneer Manor.  He expressed 

his opinion on the matter.  At this time he is not willing to serve on the board. 

 

There were two other prospective board members that were not able to come in at this time.  

They are Paula Rowden and Warren Willis. 

 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk                              ________________________________ 

      

 Gary Baker, Chairman 

                          

                                  

 

  COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

MARCH 20, 2007 

 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with all members present.  Also, 

present were Bob Johnson, County Counselor and Pam Bensel, County Clerk.  Minutes of the last 

meeting were read and approved by Dave. O D seconded.  Motion carried. County vouchers were 

reviewed and approved by Dave.  O D seconded.  Motion carried.  The clerk was instructed to draw 

warrants on the treasurer chargeable to the various funds of the county for the following amounts: 

 

                                  General………………………………..    34,133.46 

                                  Road & Bridge….…………….………  187,614.71 

                                  Building………………………….…......   1,405.67                                

                                  Noxious Weed…………………………... 1,520.68                                  

                                  SV Co Comm Health………….…........     4,491.71 

                                  Sheriff Bequest…………………………      680.74 

                                  911 E Wireless………………………      10,000.00 

 

Mike Schechter came in to bring in an update on the radio tower.  FEMA has approved buying a 

new tower the estimate being $61,800.00.  FEMA will pay 75%, State will pay 10% and the 

County will pay 15% of the cost.  Mike will be getting bids for the tower to open on April 17, 

2007 at 10:30 am. 

 

Mike also agreed to pay $5000.00 out of the Civil Defense account for the Moscow City 

generator which will be used for the fire department as well. 

 

Ted Heaton came in to report that the Sheriff’s office has received the money from FEMA for 

the ice storm. 

 

Jack Rowden came in to talk to the Commissioner.  Dave moved to go into executive session for 

land acquisition for 15 minutes from 9:18am – 9:33am.   O D seconded.  Motion carried.  No 

action taken.  Meeting reconvened at 9:33am. 

 

Paula Rowden came in to give an update on the outcome of the grants for the Community Health 

Department.   

 

She said they would be trading the transportation bus within a year.  She would also like to trade 

the other van in for a more economical van. 

 

She suggested that the Doctors, at the clinic, hand out the prescription cards to the patients that 

are seen at the clinic also. 

 

Paula presented a job description for herself, the Administrator of the Community Health 

Department. 

 

Paula says that Judy Moler from KAC needs the Commissioners to appoint a local health officer. 

 

Lisa LeNeve came in to give a presentation on Identity theft.  The Commissioners moved to not 

offer it as an employees benefit but the individuals could take it out if desired. 

 



J C Cantrell came in to present a final cost of Road H between 8 & 9 that the EOG agreed to pay 

for the cost of the gravel. 

 

 Dave moved to go into executive session with J C for personnel issues for 15 minutes from 

11:15am – 11:30am.   O D seconded.  Motion carried.  Meeting reconvened at 11:30am. 

 

Mary Ann Willoughby came in to discuss putting double lines on the hill in front of her house. 

O D moved to stripe the hill 3 miles south of town on both sides and put no passing signs coming 

from both the north and south.  Dave seconded.  Motion carried.  

 

Bob presented the ARI contract to the Commissioners.  John Grace agreed to accept $3500.00 a 

month.  Dave moved to accept the latest contract, for one year, with ARI at $3500.00 a month 

starting April 1, 2007.  O D seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Mike Eshbaugh and Yvonne Price from the Hugoton Recreation board came in to discuss the 

swimming pool issue.  The county agreed to help if all the entities wanted to share the cost of the 

project.  Mike would check with the Recreation Board and the city, then get back with them. 

 

Theresa Dasenbrock the county auditor with Lewis, Hooper and Dick came in to discuss the 

transfers for 2006 and 2007.  The transfers were presented and given to the Clerks office. 

 

Theresa presented a letter to the Commissioners to make them aware of recent developments in 

the auditing profession that may affect them.  The auditors cannot be part of the counties internal 

controls that will be their responsibilities. 

 

Dave moved to approve the 2006 transfers as per audit.  O D seconded.  Motion carried.  

 

Dave moved to establish a WEKANDO fund and transfer $400,000.00 from the 2007 general 

fund to the WEKANDO fund.  O D seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Juleine Lowry came in to discuss the locked doors on the room with the time clock.  O D 

suggested giving the appraisers office three keys to the room instead of one so they don’t have to 

go up and down the stairs if the door is locked. 

 

O D moved to terminate the Pioneer Manor Board and place the present Hospital Board to be in 

charge of both the Hospital and Pioneer Manor.  Dave seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Dave moved to expand the Hospital Board from a 5 member board to a 7 member board.  O D 

seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Dave moved to appoint Warren Willis to the Hospital Board.  O D seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Ginny Marquis came in to discuss the locked room with the time clock.  They would appreciate 

each having a key. 

 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk                              ________________________________ 

      

 Gary Baker, Chairman 

 

 

 

  COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

MARCH 22, 2007 

 

A special meeting was called by Gary Baker, the Chairman of County Commissioners.  Present 

were Gary Baker, Dave Bozone and O D Littrell.  Also present was Pam Bensel, County Clerk. 

 

The meeting started at 11:00am to discuss the remodeling issues at the Pioneer Manor.  

 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk                              ________________________________ 



      

 Gary Baker, Chairman 

 

  

 

 COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

APRIL 2, 2007 

 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with all members present.  Also, 

present were Bob Johnson, County Counselor and Pam Bensel, County Clerk.  Minutes of the last 

meeting were read and approved by Dave. O D seconded.  Motion carried. County vouchers were 

reviewed and approved by Dave.  O D seconded.  Motion carried.  The clerk was instructed to draw 

warrants on the treasurer chargeable to the various funds of the county for the following amounts: 

 

                                  General………………………………..176,114.80 

                                  Road & Bridge….…………….………238,097.71 

                                  Building…………………………...…......4,164.37  

                                  Airport……………………………….....56,628.43                              

                                  Noxious Weed…………………………...7,068.99 

                                  Library………………………………...104,389.50 

                                  Alcoholic Treatment………………….…....237.50                                  

                                  SV Co Comm Health………….….........20,928.72 

                                  Sheriff Bequest…………………………….810.00 

                                  Capital Projects (LEC)…………….….136,699.00 

                                  Emp P/R Misc W/H……………………..2,160.00 

 

O D moved to appoint Phillip Willis to the Hugoton Cemetery Board for the position of Center 

Township.  Dave seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Dave moved to go into executive session for land acquisition for 15 minutes from 9:03am – 

9:18am.   O D seconded.  Motion carried.  Meeting reconvened at 9:18am. 

 

Ted Heaton brought Rex Evans in to meet the Commissioners and inform them of which officer 

is now serving as undersheriff. 

 

Ted informed them that he checking into a software program with Nex Tech for the logging of 

calls. It would consist of one new computer set up along with the program. 

 

Dave moved to go into executive session with Ted Heaton for personnel issues for 5 minutes 

from 9:25am – 9:30am.   O D seconded.  Motion carried.  No action taken.  Meeting reconvened 

at 9:30am. 

 

Frankie Thomas came in to discuss donations for the adding of names to the Veterans Memorial.  

He asked if they would be able to put a sign and box in the courthouse for people to donate.  The 

Commissioners felt it would be better accepted if they would put the request at the local bank. 

 

He also asked if the Commissioners would be interested in donating to the Memorial.  They will 

be discussing the matter and giving an answer at a later date. 

Linda Stalcup came in to have a letter signed by the Commissioners for CMS (Centers for 

Medicaid and Medicare Services). 

She discussed the Pioneer Manor and some of the issues concerning whether it will be a long 

term care facility through the hospital or a free standing nursing home. 

Dave moved to appoint Karen Reynolds to the Hospital Board.  O D seconded.  Motion carried. 

Dave gave an update on the Law Enforcement Center. 

Gene Leonard came in with bids for crushing concrete.  The bids were from:  JAG Construction 

Company out of Dodge City, KS and Lee Construction Inc out of Garden City. 

          JAG Construction  $2500.00 mobilization                                               

                      11.50 per ton for crushed concrete 



          Lee Construction Inc     $1500.00 mobilization      

            8.75 per ton for crushed concrete (equals $9.13 a ton) 

O D moved to accept the bid from Lee Construction Inc out of Garden City for crushing concrete 

at $9.13 a ton.  Dave seconded.  Motion carried. 

Dave moved to change the price of selling crushed concrete at the Landfill from $8.60 to $10.50.  

O D seconded.  Motion carried. 

J C informed the Commissioners that Mike & Kathy Willis reported damage to their vehicle 

from a large piece of concrete on the road.  They were asking the Commissioners to help pay for 

the damages.  No action was taken. 

Dave Eckert with the Masonic Lodge approached the Commissioners about putting a cornerstone 

on the new Law Enforcement Center.  He asked if they knew an approximate date of completion 

so the Masonic Lodge could perform a dedication of the cornerstone.  

Dave moved to approve the assisted living contract with Fiss Architect.  O D seconded.  Motion 

carried. 

The Commissioners discussed the swimming pool issue.  Dave volunteered to talk to some of the 

school board members to find out what their decision is on this matter. 

A list of LEPC board members were presented to the Commissioners for approval. (Mike 

Schechter, Paula Rowden, Rodney Kelling, Harry Bartel, J C Cantrell, O D Littrell-replacing 

Melvin Webb, Ron Keller, Joy Lewis, Kenneth Burrows, Steve Lewis, Ted Heaton, Billy Bell, 

Gene Graves, Richard Everett, Richard Barnes, Don Goering, Rex Evans, Perry Crane and Vern 

Anderson) Dave moved to appoint the names on the list to the Local Emergency Preparedness 

Commission (LEPC) board.  O D seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk                              ________________________________ 

      

 Gary Baker, Chairman 

 

 

 

BOARD OF CANVASSERS MEETING 

APRIL 9, 2007 

 

The Board of Canvassers met at 9:00am to canvass the votes from the April 3, 2007, General 

Election.  Present were Gary Baker, Dave Bozone, O D Littrell and Pam Bensel.  There were 12 

Provisional Ballots, 10 counted and 2 didn’t count.  The outcome of the election will stay the 

same. There was no other business conducted and the Canvass Board adjourned at 10:30am. 

 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

 

 Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk                              ________________________________ 

       Gary Baker, Chairman 

 

 

  COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

APRIL 17, 2007 

 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with all members present.  Also, 

present were Bob Johnson, County Counselor and Pam Bensel, County Clerk.  Minutes of the last 

meeting were read and approved by O D. Dave seconded.  Motion carried. County vouchers were 

reviewed and approved by Dave.  O D seconded.  Motion carried.  The clerk was instructed to draw 

warrants on the treasurer chargeable to the various funds of the county for the following amounts: 

 

                                  General………………………………..    60,685.43 

                                  Road & Bridge….…………….………  138,867.25 

                                  Building………………………….…......     4580.95                               

                                  Noxious Weed………………………….  10,213.20                                  



                                  SV Co Comm Health………….…........     3,252.03 

                                  Emp P/R Misc W/H……………………    2,268.01 

 

O D informed the Commissioners of a conversation with Jon Rowden about the road to his house 

needing graded. 

 

Duane Topliss came in to have a paper for a safety grant signed. 

 

Pam Bensel informed the Commissioners that the auditors felt the county could save money if 

we published the minutes quarterly instead of monthly.  The Commissioners agreed to allow the 

proceedings to be published quarterly. 

 

The Commissioners discussed the Veterans Memorial.  Dave moved to donate up to $1,000.00 

each year, if needed, to the company providing the lettering for the names on the memorial.  The 

bill from the company is to be brought in before payment will be disbursed.  O D seconded.  

Motion carried.  (Frankie Thomas was contacted) 

 

Neal Gillespie, Jeff Crawford and Jeff Schlichting with Conestoga Winds came in to give an 

update on the wind farm project.  It will be 4 miles NE of town and there will be a hearing at 

1:00pm today for the expansion of the conditional use property.   

 

Paula Rowden came in to update the Commissioners on the Community Health Department.  She 

presented an agreement between the Community Health Department and Jana Loibl, ARNP for 

approval by the County Attorney.  Bob will get back with Paula. 

 

Paula reported on her visit with the auditors about the budget, federal dollars and grant activity. 

 

Paula asked if her department would be able to add another program along with Family Planning 

being -Fluoride Varnish Treatment.  She had visited with Dr John Ward, DDS and Dr Effie 

Gaskill, DDS about her department providing this program and they were very receptive and 

supportive of the idea.   The Commissioners were in agreement, also. 

 

Paula discussed employee hours worked.  She asked if her employees could get paid for what 

hours are worked, if less than 40 hours, without taking sick, vacation or personal time to 

compensate for the remaining of the 40 works required.  The Commissioners agreed they would 

need to comply with the policy which requires them to work 40 hours or take hours to 

compensate for the remaining time. 

 

Paula discussed the repairs and maintenance needed on the exterior of the Community Health 

building.  She had visited with the company that worked on it before.  They told her what needed 

to be done.  She felt that the maintenance man would be able to do the repairs.  The 

Commissioners agreed to let her get someone to do the work. 

 

Paula asked if the parking lot spaces could be painted.  They suggested getting the Road & 

Bridge Department or maintenance man to do this. 

 

Paula asked about the security of the storage building they are using for the storing of 

Bioterrorism materials.  The building is not being kept locked when employees are going in and 

out.  Gary will talk to Gene Leonard about the situation. 

 

Paula also visited about the website for the Community Health Department. 

 

Paula asked if she could ask the Moscow Schools to increase the amount of funding for the 

School Nurse program from $12,000.00 to $16,000.00.  Commissioners were in agreement for 

the increase. 

  

Paula said she wants to continue adding services for the community. 

 

Sherry Martin and Loren Seaman with Soil Conservation came in to present their 2008 budget 

for $32,020.00.    

 

Mike Schechter came in to open bids for a radio tower. 

                

               Bell Tower Corp from Chelsea, OK                             $48,500.00 

               Sabre Comm Corp from Sioux City, IA                      $64,570.00 



               Valcom Wireless Construction – Malcolm, NE          $53,343.00 

               Rocky Mountain Erection Co – Yukon, OK               $56,800.00  

               Radian Communication Services – Peoria, IL             $48,240.00 

 

Dave moved to accept the bid from Bell Tower Corp from Chelsea, OK for $48,500.00.  O D 

Littrell seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Mike Schechter and Jim O’Loughlin from O’Fallon, MO came in to discuss the Project Plan for 

Wireless 911.  He gave his recommendations on the system of addressing for the county.  He 

also presented a sample of a resolution for the Commissioners and Bob to approve. 

 

J C Cantrell came in with the 2006 KDOT annual report.  This is the 5 year projection plan and it 

tells the estimated monies the county will be getting for road projects. 

 

J C asked to get bids on 2 mowers.  Commissioners agreed to open bids at the next meeting. 

 

Roger Lynch and J C discussed the signs that need to be put up on Shawnah Dorsey’s property at 

Moscow. 

 

Nancy Honig and Ben McClure came in to present the 2008 Extension budget, $140,000.00. 

 

Nancy discussed the preliminary remodeling cost for the 4 H bldg.  Ashley Fiss is on the board 

and they asked her if she would do specifications for the remodeling of the building.  The 

commissioners suggested getting bids then publishing at time to open them. 

 

Roger Lynch, Jeff Schlichting, Jeff Crawford and Neal Gillespie came in at 1:00pm for the 

hearing on the rezoning of the conditional use permit for the additional land being used for the 

wind farm project.  Bob Johnson will draw up a resolution for the additional land bases.  Dave 

moved to allow the rezoning of the conditional use permit for the land being used for the wind 

farm project.  O D seconded.  Motion carried.  Gary Baker abstained from voting due to conflict 

of interest.    

 

Jeff Schlichting explained how the project can expand if the County decides to make a change.  

The project is waiting on a power buyer and there are some transmission line issues.  Jeff 

Crawford asked for the Commissioners to grant a waiver to extend the time line period for the 

ground breaking.  The land option leases are for 3 more years being January, 2010.  O D moved 

to extend the grant the waiver to extend the time line period to 36 months to proceed with the 

wind farm project.  Dave seconded.  Motion carried.  Gary Baker abstained from voting due to 

conflict of interest. 

 

Dave moved to have Gary inform the Recreation Commission that the County does not have the 

funds in 2007 to put into the swimming pool but could look at possibly budgeting for this project 

in 2008.  O D seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Ashley Fiss, Vincent Mancini and John Grace came in to discuss and present the concept of a 

new facility.  Also present at the meeting were Sherry Goering, Linda Stalcup, Robin Sullivan, 

Karen Reynolds, Ron McFarlane, Matt Johnson, Lori Rodriguez and Eric Huebert.   

 

Vincent presented the plans and the three different phase concepts for the facility.  John Grace 

talked about the household concept and how it works within the plan.   

 

Lori Rodriguez, the Pioneer Manor Administrator, reported that the State Fire Marshall put in 

another 60 day extension for the updates of the deficiencies in the present facility. 

 

Brenda Schechter came in to discuss taking out the money she has in her Aetna account.  It is 

required that the Commissioners have the final decision saying if there is a hardship that allows 

an employee to take the money out of the account.   The Commissioners felt she should be 

allowed to get the money that is needed.         

 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk                              ________________________________ 

       Gary Baker, Chairman 

 

 



  COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

MAY 1, 2007 

 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with all members present.  Also, 

present were Bob Johnson, County Counselor and Pam Bensel, County Clerk.  Minutes of the last 

meeting were read and approved by Dave. O D seconded.  Motion carried. County vouchers were 

reviewed and approved by O D.  Dave seconded.  Motion carried.  The clerk was instructed to draw 

warrants on the treasurer chargeable to the various funds of the county for the following amounts: 

 

                                  General………………………………..  182,441.20   

                                  Road & Bridge….…………….………   194,302.03 

                                  Building………………………….…......   14,550.00   

                                  Noxious Weed………………………….   12,233.59 

                                  Alcoholic Treatment……………………        237.50                                  

                                  SV Co Comm Health………….…........    21,711.73   

                                  Airport…………………………………..    2,728.43                                   

   

O D moved to go into executive session for land acquisition for 30 minutes from 9:15am – 

9:45am.  Dave seconded.  Motion carried.   

 

O D moved to go back into executive session for 10 minutes from 9:48am to 9:58am.  Dave 

seconded.  Motion carried.  No action taken.  Meeting reconvened at 9:58am. 

 

J C Cantrell came in to open bids for two mowers for the Road and Bridge Department.  The bids 

were from Cornerstone Sales, Hugoton, KS. 

         (2)  John  Deere CX15 Flex-Wing Rotary Cutter-                                  $17,203.00 each 

              1000 RPM Stump Jumpers-Single Suction Blade      

           discount         4,644.81 each 

                                                      JD 1518 15’ Rotary Cutter        trade in         3,600.00 

                                                      JD 1518 15’ Rotary Cutter        trade in         3,800.00 

                                                                                                       

                                                                                                        TOTAL     $17,716.38  

     

          Sellers Tractor, Garden City, KS    

          (2)  Schulte XL1500 series with discount      $18,173.00 each   

                                                      JD 1518 15’ Rotary Cutter        trade in         5,000.00 each 

 

                                                                                                        TOTAL     $13,173.00 each   

 

Dave moved to table the decision for the bids on the mowers at this time.  O D seconded.  

Motion carried.   

 

J C discussed the price of asphalt and fuel for the projects to be done this year. 

 

After further discussion Dave removed the motion of tabling the decision for the bids on the 

mowers.  O D seconded.  Motion carried.   

 

O D moved to accept the bid from Cornerstone Sales to buy 2 John Deere mowers at $17,716.38 

with this being the low bid.  Dave seconded.  Motion carried.  

 

J C informed the Commissioners that he hired two more guys to work at the Road and Bridge 

Department. 

 

Ted Heaton came in to inform the Commissioners of the computer program from Next Tech for 

$8827.00 he had purchased for logging calls.  

 

Ted informed the Commissioners he had hired another person for dispatch/jailer. 

 

Ashley Fiss came in with a fee proposal on the 4-H building.  

 

O D moved to accept the contract from Fiss Architect to prepare the specifications, not to exceed 

$2,000.00, for contractors to bid on the 4-H building.  Gary seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Dick Construction, Inc needs a copy of the builders risk policy on the Law Enforcement Center. 

Bob said he would check with Tom Job. 



 

Dave moved to go into executive session for land acquisition for 15 minutes from 11:25am  to 

11:40am.   O D seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Dave moved to go back into executive session for another 10 minutes from 11:45am to 11:55am. 

O D seconded.  Motion carried.  Meeting reconvened at ll:55am. 

 

Neal Gillespie came in to discuss Economic Development.  There was discussion on the ethanol 

plant.  They discussed different ideas of how to entice businesses to come to this area. 

 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk                              ________________________________ 

       Gary Baker, Chairman 

  

 

  COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

MAY 15, 2007 

 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with all members present.  Also, 

present were Bob Johnson, County Counselor and Pam Bensel, County Clerk.  Minutes of the last 

meeting were read and approved by Dave. O D seconded.  Motion carried. County vouchers were 

reviewed and approved by Dave.  OD seconded.  Motion carried.  The clerk was instructed to draw 

warrants on the treasurer chargeable to the various funds of the county for the following amounts: 

 

                                  General………………………………..  $30,571.23 

                                  Road & Bridge….…………….…………. 7,585.31  

                                  Building………………………….…...... 13,153.04 

                                  Employees Benefit……………………...  7,756.00 

                                  Noxious Weed…………………………. 12,478.55 

                                  Insurance Agency-Damages…………….  2,443.25  

                                  SV Co Comm Health………….…............ 7,654.57  

                                  911 Land Line………………………….  14,500.00 

                                  Capital Projects (LEC)………………..  109,726.18 

    

Linda Stalcup came in to discuss a letter to Charles E Moore of KDHE.  The letter states that the 

Commissioners have approved the authorized plan so the two facilities (Stevens County Hospital 

and Pioneer Manor) are now operating under the same Commissioner appointed Board of 

Directors.  The Commissioners and Board of Directors desire to convert the Pioneer Manor into 

a long term care unit of the Stevens County Hospital and it will operate under the hospital’s 

Medical Care Facility License.  The letter was approved and signed by the Commissioners. 

 

This will make the Pioneer Manor an entity with in the Hospital.  It will help it to be more 

efficient and cost saving. 

 

J C Cantrell came in to discuss the road projects that the Road and Bridge has for 2007.  With the 

increase cost of fuel and other materials, he feels his budget will not be able to handle the cost it 

will take to complete all the projects for 2007. 

 

O D moved to go into executive session for trade secrets for 20 minutes from 9:45am to10:05am.   

Dave seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

O D moved to go back into executive session for another 5 minutes from 10:10am to 10:15am. 

Dave seconded.  Motion carried.  Meeting reconvened at l0:15am. 

 

Ted Heaton came in to check if the Commissioners had any questions or needed anything. 

 

O D moved to go into executive session for personnel for 15 minutes from 10:45am to 11:00am.   

Dave seconded.  Motion carried.  Meeting reconvened at 11:00am. 

 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk                              ________________________________ 

       Gary Baker, Chairman 

  



 

  COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

JUNE 5, 2007 

 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with all members present.  Also, 

present were Bob Johnson, County Counselor and Pam Bensel, County Clerk.  Minutes of the last 

meeting were read and approved by Dave. O D seconded.  Motion carried. County vouchers were 

reviewed and approved by Dave.  OD seconded.  Motion carried.  The clerk was instructed to draw 

warrants on the treasurer chargeable to the various funds of the county for the following amounts: 

 

                                  General………………………………. $199,583.36 

                                  Road & Bridge….…………….………. 259,680.87  

                                  Building………………………….…........ 1,772.50  

                                  Airport…………………………………....2,728.43                                 

                                  Noxious Weed…………………………. 16,762.61 

                                  Alcoholic Treatment………………………..237.50                           

                                  SV Co Comm Health………….…...........30,118.01                          

                                  Capital Projects (LEC)………………... 121,307.87 

                                  Reg of Deeds Tech Fund…………………….56.96 

 

The Commissioners received a letter from the Stevens County Housing Authority stating that 

Everett Rowden went off the Sunflower Plaza Board as of March 29, 2007.  They appointed Ron 

Rich to replace him.  Betty Roepe resigned as apartment manager and Selia Crawford was 

appointed to replace her as the new manager as of May 1, 2007.  The Stevens County Housing 

Authority asks if this would be acceptable. 

 

O D moved to accept the appointments of Ron Rich and Selia Crawford by the Stevens County 

Housing Authority board.  Dave seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Connie Gold asked if she could close the Treasurers Office on June 13, 2007 for a drivers 

licenses training at Garden City.  O D moved to approve the closing of the Treasurers Office for 

the training.  Dave seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Dave mentioned that Brad Musgrove would like to have the opportunity to bid on county 

insurances.  Dave moved to have the county insurance bid out for the year 2008.  O D seconded.  

Motion carried. 

 

Dave moved to go into executive session for trade secrets for 15 minutes from 9:21am to 

9:36am.  O D seconded.  Motion carried.  Meeting reconvened at 9:36am. 

 

J C Cantrell came in to present his 2008 Road & Bridge budget in the amount of $4,500,500.00. 

 

J C informed the Commissioners that they have started on the River Road – Road Y. 

 

O D moved to go into executive session with J C for personnel issues for 5 minutes from 9:55am 

to10:00am.   Dave seconded.  Motion carried.   Meeting reconvened at 10:00am. 

 

Mark Hinde and Deanna Berry with Southwest Developmental Services, Inc and Russell 

Childhood Development came in to present their 2008 budget in the amount of $69,600.00.  

Southwest Developmental Services in the amount of $60,000.00 and Russell Childhood 

Development in the amount of $9,600.00. 

 

Linda Stalcup and Dave Piper came in to present the 2008 Hospital budget (includes Pioneer 

Manor) in the amount of $2,050,269.00. 

 

Dave moved to go into executive session for land acquisition for 15 minutes from 10:55am to 

11:10am.  O D seconded.  Motion carried.  Meeting reconvened at 11:10am. 

 

Dave moved to go into executive session for personnel issues for 10 minutes from 11:20am 

to11:30am.  O D seconded.  Motion carried.  Meeting reconvened at 11:30am. 

 

Eunice Schroeder, Annette Sosa and Stacey Strickland came in to present the 2008 Library 

budget in the amount of $431,192.24. 

 

Susan Schulte came in to present the 2008 GIS budget in the amount of $56,000.00. 



 

Susan had two bids for a colored copier/scanner from Southern Office Supply of Liberal, KS in 

the amount of $11,060.00 and Stanfield Printing Company of Guymon, Ok in the amount of 

$11,906.01.   

 

Dave moved to accept the bid from Southern Office Supply of Liberal, KS in the amount of 

$11,060.00.  O D seconded.  Motion carried.   

 

Charles Claar and Theresa Dasenbrock, county auditors, with Lewis, Hooper & Dick came in to 

discuss the county’s financial situation for the Pioneer Manor.  They presented different ways of 

financing for the Pioneer Manor and the projected Assisted Living plans.   

 

Dave moved to instruct Bob Johnson to send a letter to Ed Shine to offer $5,000.00 an acre for 

17 acres of land to purchase for the Pioneer Manor and Assisted Living project.  O D seconded.  

Motion carried. 

 

Ron Masson with Pioneer Communications came in to ask about advertising on television the 

different entities in the County.  Dave moved to advertise Stevens County with Pioneer 

Communications for September 1 thru September 29, 2007.  This will include 150 ads for 30 

seconds each at a total cost of $260.00. 

 

Sherri Martin came in to present a change in the matching funds portion of the budget from 

$10,000.00 to $25,000.00 for Soil Conservation.  

 

Sherri discussed the RC & D area planning meeting.   

 

Sherri asked about the swimming pool project for 2007. 

 

Roger Lynch came in to discuss someone wanting to put a cellular tower up on the corner of East 

1
st
 and Washington Street.  He had discussed this with Harry Bartel at the airport for FFA 

approval.  After further discussion, it was decided that the City of Hugoton owns the land. 

 

Roger discussed the cleanup on the Shawnah Dorsey property at Moscow. 

 

Roger presented the 2008 Planning & Zoning budget in the amount of $20,250.00. 

 

Roger informed the Commissioners that Jeff Schlichting needs a copy of Resolution #07-04 

approved by the Commissioners on April 17, 2007 stating the approval of a conditional use 

permit for “Conestoga” Wind Generation Farm on added land parcels.  He also needs a letter of 

support from the Commissioners. 

 

Connie Gold came in to present the 2008 County Treasurer budget in the amount of $153,470.00. 

 

Tom Fuhrmann came in to present the 2008 County Appraiser budget in the amount of $264,330. 

 

Betty Rosel came in to present the 2008 Register of Deeds budget in the amount of $77,300.00. 

 

Ashley Fiss was asked to come in to discuss the cost of combining an assisted living and nursing 

home compared to renovating the Pioneer Manor.  The Commissioners will be deciding which 

way would be feasible for the County. 

 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk                              ________________________________ 

       Gary Baker, Chairman 

 

 

 

  COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

JUNE 19, 2007 

 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with all members present.  Also, 

present were Bob Johnson, County Counselor and Pam Bensel, County Clerk.  Minutes of the last 

meeting were read and approved by Dave. O D seconded.  Motion carried. County vouchers were 



reviewed and approved by Dave.  OD seconded.  Motion carried.  The clerk was instructed to draw 

warrants on the treasurer chargeable to the various funds of the county for the following amounts: 

 

                                  General………………………………. $78,547.42 

                                  Road & Bridge….…………….………. 75,100.75  

                                  Building………………………….…........6,383.91                                                                  

                                  Noxious Weed………………………….10,022.22 

                                  Rd Machinery…………………………..17,695.92                                                             

                                  SV Co Comm Health………….…...........1,852.75     

A letter from the Southwest Kansas Area Agency on Aging was received asking for the County 

to appoint two members to the board.  Alta Pettis and Norman Weaver are up for reappointment.  

O D moved to reappoint Alta Pettis and Norman Weaver to the SW KS Area Agency on Aging 

board.  Gary seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Pam Bensel presented the 2008 County Clerk budget in the amount of $98,700.00. 

 

Pam Bensel presented the 2008 Election budget in the amount of $27,000.00 

 

O D moved to go into executive session for land acquisition for 15 minutes from 9:10am to 

9:25am.  Dave seconded.  Motion carried.  Meeting reconvened at 9:25am. 

 

Barbara Beeks from the Senior Citizens came in to inform the Commissioners that the Senior 

Citizens would like to stay at the location they are at the present.  She had heard rumors if the 

Pioneer Manor is rebuilt then the Senior Citizens might move in the present building.  They are 

requesting to be able to stay at 7
th

 and Main.  

 

J C Cantrell came in to inform the Commissioners that the auditors say if there are any sales to 

non exempt individuals the county has to charge sales tax.  The Road & Bridge Department has 

to get a sales tax number and report annually to the state. 

 

Dave moved to go into executive session with J C for personnel issues for 5 minutes from 

10:15am to 10:20am.  O D seconded.  Motion carried.  No decisions made.  Meeting reconvened 

at 10:20am. 

 

Ted Heaton presented the 2008 Sheriff budget in the amount of $1,332,884.00.       

 

Jim Karlan with Southwest Guidance Center came in to present the 2008 budget in the amount of 

$42,882.00.  He also discussed Medicaid and explained what it will do to the Counties. 

 

Robert Rich came in to present the 2008 Wellness Center budget in the amount of $104,408.59. 

 

Robert Rich came in to present the 2008 Community Service budget in the amount of 

$18,100.00. 

 

Dave asked Loren Zabel to come in to discuss the process of condemning a piece of property.   

 

Kim Harper came in to present the 2008 Airport budget in the amount of $329,600.00. 

 

O D moved to reappoint Kim Harper (05-2007) and Robb Heger (07-2007) to the Airport Board 

for a 4 year term.  Dave seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Gene Leonard came in to present the 2008 Noxious Weed budget in the amount of $282,884.00. 

 

Gene Leonard came in to present the 2008 Solid Waste budget in the amount of $278,218.00. 

 

Neal Gillespie came in to present the 2008 Economic Development budget in the amount of 

$93,500.00. 

 

Neal was informing the Commissioners that Ron Masson with Pioneer Communications worked 

up a 30 second ad with several different entities included for the county.  

 

Koleen Nosekabel came in to present the 2008 Clerk of District Court budget in the amount of 

$72,700.00. 

 



Paula Rowden came in to present the 2008 Community Health budget in the amount of 

$322,855.12. 

 

Paula discussed the different programs in her entity and gave update information on the cost, 

utilization and benefits that they have for the county. 

 

Mike Schechter came in to present the 2008 Emergency Services budgets:  Fire in the amount of 

$170,000.00.  EMS in the amount of $177,000.00.  Civil Defense (Emergency Preparedness) in 

the amount of $9,000.00.   

 

Mike asked if the Commissioners would pay for his diesel fuel bill for his motor home while he 

was in Greensburg helping out with the disaster for ten days starting 5-31-07. 

 

Dave moved to pay Mike’s diesel fuel bill for his motor home for helping at Greensburg starting 

5-31-07 for 10 days.  O D seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Mike informed the Commissioners that he had received some new radios from grant monies.  He 

asked if he could donate some of the old radios to the Radio Club for help at Greensburg.  The 

Commissioners agreed to allow Mike to donate some of the radios. 

 

Ashley Fiss and Vincent Mancini came in to present a cost proposal for a new site on an Assisted 

living/Nursing home project.  Present at the meeting besides the three Commissioners, County 

Clerk and County Attorney were:  Hospital Board members-Shirley Kramer, Warren Willis, 

Robin Sullivan and Ron McFarlane.  Hospital Administrator-Linda Stalcup.  Assisted Living 

board members-Catherine Ellsaesser, Jack Rowden, Lewis Wheeler, Celain Baker, Marion Wolf 

and Paula Rowden.  Hugoton Hermes newspaper-RoGlenda Coulter. Others were John Grace, 

Jim Kramer, Grace Wheeler and Kim Harper. 

 

After an hour of discussion, it was the consensus of the different parties involved that the 

Commissioners should vote to continue with the preparations of the building of an Assisted 

Living/Nursing Home facility on the South end of Main Street. 

 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk                              ________________________________ 

       Gary Baker, Chairman 

                

                                  

 

  COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

JULY 3, 2007 

 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with all members present.  Also, 

present were Bob Johnson, County Counselor and Pam Bensel, County Clerk.  Minutes of the last 

meeting were read and approved by Dave. O D seconded.  Motion carried. County vouchers were 

reviewed and approved by Dave.  OD seconded.  Motion carried.  The clerk was instructed to draw 

warrants on the treasurer chargeable to the various funds of the county for the following amounts: 

 

                                  General………………………………. $612,146.61 

                                  Road & Bridge….…………….………. 318,616.51 

                                  Fair………………………………………50,510.00 

                                  Airport…………………………………..56,628.43 

                                  Services for Elderly……………………..76,850.00 

                                  Home for Aged Maint…………………336,666.67 

                                  Building………………………….…........1,237.00                                                                  

                                  Noxious Weed………………………….26,918.57 

                                  Library………………………………...104,389.50 

                                  Hospital Maint………………………...550,000.00 

                                  Alcoholic Treatment……………………….237.50 

                                  Insurance Agency Damages……………..1,975.00  

                                  SV Co Comm Health………….….........34,153.36 

                                  Fire Bequest………………………………...78.75 

                                  Capital Projects (LEC)………………..166,549.50 

                                  Reg of Deeds Tech Fund………………….223.68  

                                  Employee’s P/R Misc W/H……………….259.74    



 

Dave moved to go into executive session for land acquisition for 25 minutes from 9:05am to 

9:30am.  O D seconded.  Motion carried.  Commissioners came out of session and Dave moved 

to go back into executive session for 15 minutes from 9:30am to 9:45am.  O D seconded.  

Motion carried.  Meeting reconvened at 9:45am.   

 

J C Cantrell came in to discuss the 2007 projects that have been started.     

 

Roger Lynch came in to discuss the day care center that the Community Health Department is  

working on.  Roger is working on the septic system for this project.   

 

Roger stated that the grant was accepted for the Local Environmental Protection Program. 

 

O D moved to go into executive session for land acquisition for 30 minutes from 10:45am to 

11:15am.  Dave seconded.  Motion carried.  Meeting reconvened at 11:15am. 

 

Due to the state increase in mileage rate reimbursement, the County changed from 43 cents to 47 

cents and meal reimbursements changed from $8.00 to $8.50. 

  

 By motion the Board adjourned. 

 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk                              ________________________________ 

       Gary Baker, Chairman 

                                                               

 

 

                                                 COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

JULY 10, 2007 

 

A special meeting was called with the auditors at 9:00am on July 10, 2007 for an audit and 

budget workshop.  Commissioner Dave Bozone, Gary Baker and O D Littrell were present.  Also 

present was Pam Bensel, County Clerk. 

 

Theresa Dasenbrock and Charles Claar with Lewis, Hooper and Dick of Garden City, KS   

explained the 2006 County audit and reviewed the County budgets with the Commissioners.   

 

Ted Heaton and J C Cantrell came in to listen in on the discussion of the Sheriff and Road and 

Bridge budgets. 

 

Theresa discussed a Charter Ordinance for a petty cash fund for Paula Rowden.  She will need to 

talk to Bob about this matter. 

 

Gary Baker informed the rest of the Commissioners that Karen Reynolds has resigned from the 

Hospital Board due to personal conflicts. 

 

The Commissioners will decide on a new member at a later date. 

 

The Commissioners discussed about letting someone put a radio tower on County property by 

the landfill.  There will be more discussion at a later date. 

 

There was discussion on the water rights west of town.  Bob Johnson will need to check the 

deeds on the reserving of water right that have been filed on this property.  

 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk                              ________________________________ 

       Gary Baker, Chairman 

                                              

                    

                                                              

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

    JULY 17, 2007 

 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with all members present.  Also, 



present were Bob Johnson, County Counselor and Pam Bensel, County Clerk.  Minutes of the last 

meeting were read and approved by O D.  Dave seconded.  Motion carried. County vouchers were 

reviewed and approved by OD.  Dave seconded.  Motion carried.  The clerk was instructed to draw 

warrants on the treasurer chargeable to the various funds of the county for the following amounts: 

 

                                  General………………………………. $33,203.37 

                                  Road & Bridge….…………….………118,263.90                                                                    

                                  Building………………………….…........4,155.17                                                                 

                                  Noxious Weed…………………………...6,382.38                                                                   

                                  SV Co Comm Health………….…...........2,930.35 

                                  Fire Bequest……………………………..1,000.00 

 

The auditors talked to Bob about needing to prepare a Charter Ordinance for setting up a petty 

cash fund for Paula Rowden’s office. 

                                   

There was more discussion on selling beer during events at the Dirtona Race Track and Hugoton 

Golf Course.  No decision has been agreed on at this time. 

 

There will need to be a resolution if the Commissioners agreed to allow the selling of beer.  Bob 

is checking with the State and other counties to find out what the proper procedure is. 

 

O D moved to go into executive session for personnel issues for 37 minutes from 8:53am to 

9:30am.  Dave seconded.  Motion carried.  Meeting reconvened at 9:30am. 

 

J C Cantrell came in to discuss 2007 Road & Bridge projects.   

 

Commissioners asked J C if he could have one of his employees mow at the fairgrounds and at 

the radio tower sight northeast of town. 

 

J C asked about his 2008 budget.  The Commissioners informed him that they cut the budget 

$1,000.000.00 to help with other projects for 2008.  He will need to do some of the 2008 projects 

in 2009. 

 

The carpet in the courthouse was steam cleaned and then the Commissioners were informed of 

problems with the carpet in the two courtrooms and Judge Paula Sosa’s room.  They took time 

out of the meeting to take a look at the carpet.   

 

Carolyn Garza asked if the carpet in the elevator could be replaced at the same time. 

 

Dave moved to have Judge Smith get bids to replace the carpet in the two courtrooms, Judge 

Sosa’s office and the elevator.  O D seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Gloria Fox and Lori Rodriguez came in to discuss a personal situation with the Commissioners. 

Dave moved to go into executive session for personnel issues for 30 minutes from 10:30am to 

11:00am.  O D seconded.   Motion carried.  Meeting reconvened at 11:00am. 

 

Roger Lynch informed the Commissioners that there are 3 day care businesses in the county that 

in operation now. 

 

Roger informed the Commissioners that Bud Harlow wants to lease an area of 100 ft X 100 ft 

plus easements for the guyed wires for a 350 ft tower.  He asked for a 5 year lease plus a 4 to 5 

year renewal at $450.00 a month ($5,400.00) with a 3% increase each year.  There are several 

questions that need to be answered so the Commissioners asked Roger to contact Bud and have 

him come in the next meeting.   

 

Ted Heaton came in to inform the Commissioners that the radio system was burning out because 

of rain leaking into the room.  Ted decided to move all his radios into the evidence room to keep 

them dry. 

 

O D moved to appoint Milton Gillespie to the Hospital Board to replace Karen Reynolds 3 year 

term ending April, 2010.  Dave seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Commissioners received a letter stating Lance Leslie of the Library Board will be moving and 

needs to be replaced.  O D moved to appoint Charlotte Veatch to the Library Board to replace 

Lance Leslie 3 year term ending 2009.  Dave seconded.  Motion carried. 



 

Dave moved to go into executive session for land acquisition for 20 minutes from 11:40am to 

12:00pm.  O D seconded.  Motion carried.  Meeting reconvened at 12:00pm. 

 

Pat LeClerc and Mark Isley with Group Benefit Specialists came in to offer a benefit package 

that could be of help to the County.  No decision has been made to hire the group at this time. 

 

O D moved to go into executive session for land acquisition for 10 minutes from 1:53pm to 

2:03pm.  Dave seconded.  Motion carried.  Meeting reconvened at 2:03pm. 

 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk                              ________________________________ 

       Gary Baker, Chairman 

 

 

 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

    AUGUST 7, 2007 

 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with all members present.  Also, 

present were Bob Johnson, County Counselor and Pam Bensel, County Clerk.  Minutes of the last 

meeting were read and approved by Dave.  OD seconded.  Motion carried. County vouchers were 

reviewed and approved by Dave.  OD seconded.  Motion carried.  The clerk was instructed to draw 

warrants on the treasurer chargeable to the various funds of the county for the following amounts: 

 

                                  General………………………………. ..244,292.89 

                                  Road & Bridge….…………….………..403,921.32                                                          

                                  Building………………………….….........6,467.57 

                                  Airport…………………………………....2,728.43                                                        

                                  Noxious Weed…………………………..35,101.41  

                                  Alcoholic Treatment………………….…….237.50 

                                  SV Co Comm Health………….…...........29,393.51 

                                  Fire Bequest………………………….…...1,097.50 

                                  Capital Projects (LEC)………………....165,497.99 

                                  Reg of Deeds Tech Fund……………….…...476.24 

                                  Insurance Agency Damages………….….10,250.42 

 

The Commissioners and Bob Johnson discussed the purposed sight south of town for the Pioneer 

Manor and Assisted Living.  Bob will be contacting the owner to negotiate a price for the land. 

 

Gary called the County’s budget hearing opened at 9:30am.  No one from the public showed up 

for the hearing.  Gary closed the hearing at 9:45am.  Dave moved to adopt the purposed 2008 

County budget.  O D seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Tom Fuhrmann came in and presented a study on assessed values for oil and gas production by 

class for the different counties in the area. 

 

Mike Schechter, Jim O’Loughlin, Tom Fuhrmann and Susan Schulte came in to discuss the 911 

system.  Jim presented an overview of how the 911 Implementation project works and what has 

been completed to date.  He also presented the different options that can be used from the 

mapping system.  Also, present was Ginny Marquis. 

 

J C Cantrell came in and presented the cost of $25,819.92 for asphalt on a street at the Hugoton 

Cemetery that the City of Hugoton asked if the County would pave.  The Cemetery Board will 

pay for the asphalt. 

 

The Commissioners asked J C if he has paved the alley east of town in the Industrial Addition.  

They asked him to get this project finished for this year. 

 

J C informed the Commissioners that Virgil Anderson wants the County to fix a mile stretch on 

Rd CC between Rd 14 and 15 so he will be able to get to his land.  No decision made at this 

time. 

 



Roger Lynch came in to update the Commissioners on the radio tower that Bud Harlow wanted 

to put on County property.  The city contacted Roger to inform him that Mr. Harlow chose land 

own by Walter Beesley to put the radio tower on. 

 

Dave moved to go into executive session for legal issues for 20 minutes from 11:40am to 

12:00pm.  OD seconded.  Motion carried.  Meeting reconvened at 12:00pm. 

 

Gary Dick, contractor for the LEC project, came in to discuss the progress of the Law 

Enforcement Center project.  He stated that the project is 4 months behind due to the complexity 

of the scheduling of the pre-cast contractor.  He feels the project will still be completed by the 

scheduled time. 

 

Debbie Nordling presented two menus for lunch time at the Memorial Hall on August 23 for the 

ethanol plant project.   

 

Neal Gillespie came in to have Bob draw up a resolution for Bultman Company, Inc exempting 

certain property in the County of Stevens, Kansas from ad valorem taxation for Economic 

Development purposes.   Dave moved to instruct Bob to draw up Resolution 07-05 for Bultman 

Company, Inc.  O D seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Neal asked Mark Crawford, Superintendent of USD 210, to come in for an interview for the 

Economic Development Board to replace David Self.  The Commissioners asked him for his 

view and ideas for Stevens County.  O D moved to appoint Mark Crawford to the Economic 

Development Board.  Dave seconded.  Motion carried.  

 

Judge Smith came in with carpet bids for two courtrooms, jury room, Judge Sosa’s office, 

elevator, Sue Hagman’s office and law library. 

 

             Buhrmann Cleaning Service            $8,141.03 

             Scantlin’s Furniture & Carpet         $9,460.00 

             Finishing Touches                           $9,400.00 

 

Dave moved to accept the bid from Buhrmann Cleaning Service for $8,141.03.  O D seconded.  

Motion carried. 

 

Gary informed the other two Commissioners that on August 23, 2007 in the Memorial Hall there 

will be a press conference for the ethanol plant starting at 10:00am, followed by a luncheon at 

12:00pm and a dinner at 7:00pm.  The National News media will be here along with several local 

news casters. 

 

Pam Bensel asked to have the September 18
th

 meeting changed to September 17
th

 due to a 

conflict with a County Clerk meeting.  The Commissioners agreed to change the meeting date. 

 

Dave moved to go into executive session for legal issues for 30 minutes from 2:45pm to 3:15pm.  

OD seconded.  Motion carried.  Meeting reconvened at 3:15pm. 

 

Warren Spikes and Kirk Spikes came in to discuss the location of the Assisted Living facility. 

 

The Commissioners discussed if they were interested in hiring Group Benefit Services- Mark 

Isley and Pat LeClerc.  Dave asked Pam Bensel to check with Linda Stalcup, Hospital 

Administrator, if she would be interested in participating with the program at the cost quoted by 

the group.  No decision was made at this time. 

 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk                              ________________________________ 

       Gary Baker, Chairman 

 

 

 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

    AUGUST 21, 2007 

 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with all members present.  Also, 



present were Bob Johnson, County Counselor and Pam Bensel, County Clerk.  Dave moved to 

approve the minutes of the last meeting.  OD seconded.  Motion carried. Dave moved to approve the 

county vouchers.  OD seconded.  Motion carried.  The clerk was instructed to draw warrants on the 

treasurer chargeable to the various funds of the county for the following amounts: 

 

                                  General………………………………....36,800.75 

                                  Road & Bridge….…………….………..10,457.97                                                         

                                  Building………………………….…........6,660.86                                                                                       

                                  Noxious Weed…………………………..2,472.35                                  

                                  SV Co Comm Health………….…...........1,781.62 

 

Dave reported he had visited with Gary Dick, contractor for the LEC project, and the walls for 

the project will be coming in on September 4, 2007.  There will be major construction starting at 

that time. 

 

O D moved to go into executive session for land acquisition for 10 minutes from 9:20am to 

9:30am.  Dave seconded.  Motion carried.  Meeting reconvened at 9:30am. 

 

J C Cantrell came in to inform the Commissioners that he had started paving the road at the 

Hugoton Cemetery. 

 

O D moved to go into executive session with J C Cantrell for personnel issues for 10 minutes 

from 9:45am to 9:55am.  Dave seconded.  Motion carried.  Meeting reconvened at 9:55am. 

 

Ted Heaton came in to ask if the Commissioners would waive the county’s BC-BS 30 day 

waiting period for the new officer, Tom Mirabal, hired at the Sheriff’s office.  His insurance 

would then continue without interruption.   Dave moved to waive the county’s BC-BS 30 day 

waiting period for Tom Mirabal.  O D seconded.  Motion carried.   

 

Ted discussed the policy for sick time.  The Commissioners agreed to continue with what is in 

the policy. 

 

Ted reported that the radio tower antenna at the Sheriff’s office had been hit by lightning.  

 

Dave moved to go into executive session with Ted Heaton for personnel issues for 15 minutes 

from 10:05am to 10:20am.  O D seconded.  Motion carried.  Meeting reconvened at 10:20am. 

 

Keith Rome, School Board Member and Mark Crawford, School Superintendent came in to find 

out if USD 210 would be able to purchase Lots 1-8 Block 44 east of the courthouse.  Keith 

mentioned with the different purposed businesses coming into the community there might be a 

need for expansion.  No decision was made at this time. 

 

Dave moved to go into executive session for personnel issues for 30 minutes from 11:00am to 

11:30am.  O D seconded.  Motion carried.  Meeting reconvened at 11:30am. 

 

There was discussion about holding a bond election on November 1, 2007 for an assisted living 

and long term care unit (Pioneer Manor) on the same campus. 

 

Dave moved to hold a bond election on November 1, 2007 for an assisted living facility and long 

term care unit facility on the same campus.  O D seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

O D moved to go into executive session for land acquisition for 30 minutes from 1:25pm to 

1:55pm.  Dave seconded.  Motion carried.  Meeting reconvened at 1:55pm. 

 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk                              ________________________________ 

       Gary Baker, Chairman 

  

 

                                   

  

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

SEPTEMBER 24, 2007 

 



A special meeting was called by Gary Baker, Chairman of the County Commissioners at 7:00pm 

on September 24, 2007 to discuss the bond election for the assisted living/long term care unit 

with Jack Rowden and Robin Young.  Commissioner Dave Bozone, Gary Baker and O D Littrell 

were present.  Also present was Pam Bensel, County Clerk. 

 

There was discussion of the property for the proposed sight of the Assisted Living/Long Term 

Care Unit.  They discussed the bond Election being held on November 1, 2007 for the project. 

 

There was a conference call with Bob Johnson on the different matters of this project.  No 

decisions were made.   

 

O D moved to appoint Debbie Eshbaugh to the Southwest Guidance Center Board starting 

November 1, 2007.  Dave seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk                              ________________________________ 

       Gary Baker, Chairman 

 

 

 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

SEPTEMBER 27, 2007 

 

 

A special meeting was called by Gary Baker, Chairman of the County Commissioners at 4:00pm 

on September 27, 2007 to discuss the bond election for the assisted living/long term care unit.  

Commissioner Dave Bozone, Gary Baker and O D Littrell were present.  Also present was Pam 

Bensel, County Clerk. 

 

Dave shared different options for the financing of the Long Term Care unit/Assisted 

Living project. 

 

There was a conference called with Charles Claar, auditor with Lewis, Hooper and Dick.  The 

financial situation for the bond election of the project was discussed. 

 

The Commissioners called Sarah Steele to inform her of the decision to pay off the 

$14,000,000.00 bonds in 15 years. 

 

Dave moved to accept Resolution 07-05A Authorizing and providing for the calling of a bond 

election in Stevens County, Kansas for the purpose of submitting to the qualified electors of 

the County the question of issuing acquisition, construction and equipping of a long-term 

care facility and assisted living center; and providing for the giving of notice of said bond 

election.  O D seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Dave moved to go into executive session for trade secrets for 15 minutes from 4:45pm to 

5:00pm.  O D seconded.  Motion carried.   

 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk                              ________________________________ 

       Gary Baker, Chairman 

 

 

 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

OCTOBER 2, 2007 

 

 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with all members present.  Also, 

present were Bob Johnson, County Counselor and Pam Bensel, County Clerk.  Dave moved to 

approve the minutes of September 17
th

, 24
th

 and 27
th

.  OD seconded.  Motion carried. Dave moved to 

approve the county vouchers.  OD seconded.  Motion carried.  The clerk was instructed to draw 

warrants on the treasurer chargeable to the various funds of the county for the following amounts: 

 



                                  General………………………………....189,532.83 

                                  Road & Bridge….…………….………..104,613.97                                                         

                                  Building………………………….….......22,309.46 

                                  Airport…………………………………..15,323.73                                                                                       

                                  Noxious Weed……………………….…...5,779.94 

                                  Library…………………………………..99,844.50 

                                  Alcoholic Treatment……………………......237.50                                  

                                  SV Co Comm Health………….…...........26,853.18                              

                                  Capital Projects (LEC)…………………248,629.76 

                                  Employee’s P/R Misc W/H………………....248.80 

 

There were concerned citizens that came in to discuss keeping Dr Roderick Heger on staff.  The 

citizens were Evelyn McBride, Joann Mast, Roger Lynch and Mahlon Cochrane.  RoGlenda 

Coulter with the Hugoton Hermes was also present. 

 

Evelyn McBride asked why they were not able to have the petition to keep Dr Heger at the 

football game or at the Wellness Center.  Bob informed her that she probably needed to get 

approval from the school superintendent or school board ahead of time.  As for the Wellness 

Center, since it is a county entity, the Commissioners feel it better not to have petitions at county 

locations. 

 

Jerald Clark from Moscow, came in to discuss the water drainage at his house.  He asked if the 

County could fix some type of drainage for the water to run off.   

 

Dave Bozone gave an update on the Law Enforcement Center. 

 

Kim Harper came in to discuss the fuel tanks and switching fuel supplier for the airport.  They 

took bids on the fuel tanks and installation.  The Airport Board chose a bid from P B Hoidale. 

 

Kim asked if the Commissioners would be able to help fund this project.  Dave moved to allow 

the airport to use the $50,000.00 out of the building fund, if allowed by the auditors, which has 

been marked for the Airport to help buy fuel tanks.  O D seconded.  Motion carried.  

 

J C Cantrell came in to discuss getting bids for 2 new motor graders with a trade in of 2 used 

motor graders.  The current used motor graders have over 16,000 hrs on each one.  

Commissioners agreed allow J C getting the bids. 

 

J C was asked if he would be able to help Jerald Clark, from Moscow, with the drainage problem 

at Moscow.  He agreed to help but they would have to wait until spring, 2008. 

 

Roderick Heger came in to talk about the Doctor/Hospital situation.  Dave moved to go into 

executive session with Roderick Heger for personnel issues for 15 minutes from 10:00am to 

10:15am.  O D seconded.  Motion carried.   

 

Dave moved to go back into executive session for 5 minutes until 10:20am.  O D seconded.  

Motion carried.  Meeting reconvened at 10:20am. 

 

Darin Heger came in to give his support for Dr Roderick Heger.   

 

Mahlon Cochrane and Roger Lynch were there to give their support also. 

 

Michael Graham with Platinum Services Insurance came to give a presentation of their insurance 

program.  He asked if he could do a presentation for the employees of Stevens County.   

 

Mike Schechter came in to ask about using part of the Pioneer Manor for the EMS/Fire 

Department. 

 

Mike informed the Commissioners that the new communication tower has been completed. 

 

Mike asked to have Resolution 07-06 for the adoption of the National Incident Management 

System approved.  O D moved to adopt Resolution 07-06 for National Incident Management 

System.  Dave seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Mike informed the Commissioners that they needed to appoint a principal coordinator for the 

overall NIMS implementation. 



 

O D moved to appoint Mike Schechter as the Principal Coordinator for the overall NIMS 

implementation.  Dave seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

O D moved to give Chamber of Commerce $2,500.00 as a one time payment to help with the 

funding of the 2007 Economic Development Incentive projects.  Gary seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Dale Sutton came in to respond to his letter in the paper about Dr Heger.  The Commissioners 

explained that the Hospital Board voted to re-negotiate the contract with Dr Roderick Heger in 

November. 

 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk                              ________________________________ 

       Gary Baker, Chairman 

 

   

 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

OCTOBER 16, 2007 

 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with all members present.  Also, 

present were Bob Johnson, County Counselor and Pam Bensel, County Clerk.  Dave moved to 

approve the minutes of the last meeting.  OD seconded.  Motion carried. Dave moved to approve the 

county vouchers.  OD seconded.  Motion carried.  The clerk was instructed to draw warrants on the 

treasurer chargeable to the various funds of the county for the following amounts: 

 

                                  General………………………………......42,532.32 

                                  Road & Bridge….…………….………..  54,911.61                                                         

                                  Building………………………….…........22,244.17 

                                  Noxious Weed……………………….……….50.00 

                                  SV Co Comm Health………….….............3,287.12 

                                  Fire Bequest………………………………...227.40 

                                  Misc P/R W/H…………………………….8,699.10 

 

O D moved to go into executive session for land acquisition for 15 minutes from 9:08am to 

9:23am.  Dave seconded.  Motion carried.  Meeting reconvened at 9:23am. 

 

J C Cantrell came in to have the Base Gas Sales Agreement approved.   The agreement is for 5 

years if a meter is put in and the County uses it. 

 

J C informed the Commissioners that Brown and Brown Construction will be coming within the 

next few days and grind the asphalt strip by the airport and Russell Lake. 

 

The company painting lines on the blacktop roads will be here a few days, also. 

 

Lisa LeNeve came in to discuss personal issues at the Pioneer Manor. 

 

Paula Rowden came in to inform the Commissioners that she feels concerned about not being 

able to stay within the 2007 Community Health budget. 

 

Kevin Cuccinelli came in to discuss land acquisition with the Commissioners. 

 

Dave moved to go into executive session for land acquisition for 30 minutes from 11:07am to 

11:37am.  O D seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Dave moved to go back into executive session for another 20 minutes from 11:30am to 11:50am. 

O D seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk                              ________________________________ 

       Gary Baker, Chairman 

 

 



COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

OCTOBER 25, 2007 

 

 

A special meeting was called by Gary Baker, Chairman of the County Commissioners at 7:00pm 

on October 25, 2007 to discuss the election for the assisted living/long term care unit.  

Commissioner Dave Bozone, Gary Baker and O D Littrell were present.  Also present was Pam 

Bensel, County Clerk.  Jack Rowden and Robin Sullivan were called in for the discussion. 

 

O D moved to approve Resolution 07-07 for the amendment of the Interlocal Agreement of the 

Western Kansas Development Organization by and between The Board of County 

Commissioners of Stevens County, Stanton County, Grant County and Morton County in 

Accordance with the enabling Provisions of Senate Bill No 378, which was enacted into Law 

during the 2007 Session of the Kansas Legislature and Becomes effective on July 1, 2007.  Dave 

seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk                              ________________________________ 

       Gary Baker, Chairman 

 

 

 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

NOVEMBER 2, 2007 

 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with all members present.  Also, 

present were Bob Johnson, County Counselor and Pam Bensel, County Clerk.  Dave moved to 

approve the minutes of the last meeting.  OD seconded.  Motion carried. Dave moved to approve the 

county vouchers.  OD seconded.  Motion carried.  The clerk was instructed to draw warrants on the 

treasurer chargeable to the various funds of the county for the following amounts: 

 

                                  General……………………………….....192,173.77 

                                  Road & Bridge….…………….……….. 107,036.76                                                         

                                  Building………………………….…..........1,546.75 

                                  Airport…………………………………….2,728.43 

                                  Noxious Weed……………………….……7,801.33 

                                  Alcoholic Treatment…………………….…..237.50 

                                  SV Co Comm Health………….…............29,806.81 

                                  Capital Projects (LEC)………………….264,087.00 

 

Ron McFarlane came in to discuss the election results.  He asked what the next step was for the 

Pioneer Manor.  

 

J C Cantrell came in with bids for two 2008 motor graders.  The bids were from: 

 

     Foley Equipment   2- 2008 Caterpillars 140M  motor graders with warranty of 5 years or 

     7,500 hours with trade ins:1999 160H Caterpillar motor grader  

                                                1995 140H Caterpillar motor grader 

      Trade difference for the 2 motor graders       $238,824.00 

      Guaranteed buyback at 5 years or 7,500 hours for $260,000.00 

 

      Murphy Tractor & Equipment Co  2- 2008 Deere 770D motor graders with warranty of 5 

years or 7,500 hours with trade ins: 1999 160H Caterpillar motor grader 

                                                               1995 140H Caterpillar motor grader 

      Trade difference for the 2 motor graders        $206,538.00 

      Guaranteed buyback at 5 years or 7,500 hours for $270,000.00 

 

O D moved to accept the bid from Murphy Tractor for $206,538.00 for 2-2008 motor graders.   

Dave seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

The Commissioners discussed the agreement for survey and platting from Earles Engineering 

Inspection, Inc.  They decided to have Pete Earles come to the next meeting on November 13, 

2007 to discuss the agreement. 

 



Mike Schechter, Gene Leonard, Ted Heaton and J C Cantrell came in to discuss the proposals  

from Snyder Radio Service for moving the radio repeaters to the new tower. 

 

                            Road & Bridge and Noxious Weed          $5,715.00 

                            Sheriff                                                       $6,895.00 

                            EMS                                                          $5,675.00 

 

Dave moved to accept the three proposals from Snyder Radio Services for the moving of the  

radio repeaters to the new tower.  O D seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Mike Schechter gave the Commissioners a letter from the Adjutant General’s Department to  

have Mike reappointed to the Southwest Kansas Regional Emergency Planning Council.   

 

Dave moved to reappoint Mike Schechter to the Southwest Kansas Regional Emergency  

Planning Council.  O D seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Dave gave updates on the new LEC building. 

 

Greg Morris came in to give the Commissioners a word of encouragement.  He says keep up the  

good work. 

 

Dave Eckert came in to discuss the continuation plans for the Pioneer Manor.  

 

Dave also asked if the Mason’s would still be able to do the dedication for the Law Enforcement  

Center.  He asked if they had a projection of completion date.  They felt that it could be around  

June or July, 2008.   

 

Celain Baker came in to present a proposal for new chairs for the Memorial Hall.  Gary said the  

policy is to have at least 2 or 3 bids when the amount is over $10,000.00.  She will get two more 

bids and present them at another meeting. 

 

Commissioners discussed the email from Jim Verner about assessing and collecting ad valorem  

taxes on amounts under $5.00.  The Commissioners decided to have Tom Fuhrmann come in the  

next meeting to discuss this issue 

 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk                              ________________________________ 

       Gary Baker, Chairman 

 

 

 

 

BOARD OF CANVASSERS MEETING 

NOVEMBER 6, 2007 

 

The Board of Canvassers met at 7:00pm to canvass the votes from the November 1, 2007, 

Special Bond Election.  Present were Gary Baker, Dave Bozone, O D Littrell and Pam Bensel.  

There were 12 Provisional Ballots and all 12 counted.  The outcome of the election will stay the 

same. There was no other business conducted and the Canvass Board adjourned at 7:30pm. 

 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

 

 Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk                              ________________________________ 

       Gary Baker, Chairman 

 

 

 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

NOVEMBER 6, 2007 

 

A special meeting was called by Gary Baker, the Chairman of County Commissioners.  Present 

were Gary Baker, Dave Bozone and O D Littrell.  Also present was Pam Bensel, County Clerk. 

 



The meeting started at 7:30pm to discuss the Pioneer Manor issues at this time.  They discussed 

different ideas for land sights. 

 

Dave discussed the WEKANDO monies, whether to put them in the WEKANDO account or 

leave them in the county funds.  The auditors are checking into this issue and will report at the 

next meeting on November 13, 2007. 

 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk                              ________________________________ 

                                                                                    Gary Baker, Chairman 

 

 

 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

NOVEMBER 13, 2007 

 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with all members present.  Also, 

present were Bob Johnson, County Counselor and Pam Bensel, County Clerk.  O D moved to 

approve the minutes of the last meeting.  Dave seconded.  Motion carried. O D moved to approve the 

county vouchers.  Dave seconded.  Motion carried.  The clerk was instructed to draw warrants on the 

treasurer chargeable to the various funds of the county for the following amounts: 

 

                                  General……………………………….....10,564.84 

                                  Road & Bridge….…………….……….. 26,347.64                                                         

                                  Building………………………….…............580.36 

                                  Noxious Weed……………………….……..191.91 

                                  SV Co Comm Health………….…...............364.35 

                                  Capital Projects (LEC)………………..….3,770.70 

 

Phillip Willis, Barry Harper and Jim Miller came in to discuss the Cemetery board taking over 

the maintenance for the Lonestar Friends Church cemetery. 

 

Dave moved to go into executive session to discuss trade secrets for 10 minutes from 9:49am to 

9:59am.  O D seconded.  Motion carried.  Meeting reconvened at 9:59am. 

 

 Duane Topliss from the Sheriff’s office brought in two bids for a 2008  4x4 Crew Cab Pickup.   

 The bids were from Don Trentham Ford and Riley Chevrolet. 

            

       Don Trentham Ford           2008 Ford F150 Crew Cab 4x4 Pickup XLT 139”  $34,940.00 

                                                  2004 Ford F150                         allowed                    21,990.00                                                                                                                                  

                                                                                                     trade difference     $12,950.00  

 

       Riley Chevrolet                  2008 Chev Siverado 1500 4x4 Crew Cab               $33,955.00 

                                                   2004 Ford F150                        allowed                    16,670.00 

                                                                                                     trade difference     $17,285.00      

 

  

O D moved to accept the bid from Don Trentham Ford for $12,950.00.  Dave seconded.  Motion 

carried. 

 

Bob discussed different options for raising money to build a nursing home. 

 

J C Cantrell came to inform the Commissioners of an accident involving one of the trucks from  

the Stevens County Highway Dept. 

 

Dave moved to go back into executive session with Tom Fuhrmann for personnel for 10 minutes 

from 10:14am to 10:29am.  O D seconded.  Motion carried.  Meeting reconvened at 10:29am. 

 

Charles Claar, accountant with Lewis, Hooper and Dick, came in to explain the possible use of 

monies left in the building fund for the Pioneer Manor project. 

 

Pete Earles with Earles Engineering came in to discuss the surveying and platting of the land east 

of town.   

 



Dave moved to allow Earles Engineering to continue with the surveying and platting of the  

SE 15-33-37 with approximately 155 acres.  O D seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

A proposal with Earles Engineering was signed by Gary Baker, Chairman. 

 

Dave Cooper with Amarillo Natural Gas came in with David Gustafson to discuss laying a gas 

line.  It will be an extension from the previously laid line east of Block 1 in the Stevens County 

Industrial Addition.  They are asking to lay a 4” poly line north and east of Block 2 then north of 

the east half of Lot 5 and Lot 6.  No decision was made at this time. 

 

Dave moved to go back into executive session for land acquisition and attorney/client for 40 

minutes from 1:50pm to 2:30pm.  O D seconded.  Motion carried.  Meeting reconvened at 

2:30pm. 

 

Mike Eshbaugh came in with a proposal for $35,478.00 from Custom Renovation for the 

remodeling of the swimming pool not including the plumbing. 

 

Dave moved to allow Bob Johnson to proceed with an eight million dollar lease purchase on the 

Pioneer Manor project.  O D seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk                              ________________________________ 

                                                                                    Gary Baker, Chairman   

    

 

 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

DECEMBER 4, 2007 

 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with all members present.  Also, 

present were Bob Johnson, County Counselor and Pam Bensel, County Clerk.  Dave moved to 

approve the minutes of the last meeting.  O D seconded.  Motion carried.  Dave moved to approve 

the county vouchers.  O D seconded.  Motion carried.  The clerk was instructed to draw warrants on 

the treasurer chargeable to the various funds of the county for the following amounts: 

 

                                  General……………………………….....236,038.36 

                                  Road & Bridge….…………….……….. 144,176.09                                                         

                                  Building………………………….….............132.00 

                                  Noxious Weed……………………….…..10,759.09 

                                  Alcoholic Treatment………………………...237.50 

                                  Airport……………………………………..2,728.43 

                                  SV Co Comm Health………….…............36,220.66 

                                  Capital Projects (LEC)………………..….75,286.46 

                                  Reg of Deeds Tech fund………………………11.92 

 

O D moved to go into executive session to discuss personnel for 30 minutes from 8:15am to 

8:45am with the County Clerk and Legal Council present.  Dave seconded.  Motion carried.   

 

Dave moved to go back into executive session for 10 minutes.  O D seconded.  Motion carried. 

Meeting reconvened at 8:55am. 

 

Commissioners agreed to allow any employee to donate up to 25% of his or her unused sick time 

to another employee according to the policy manual on page 15, E-6 #1. 

 

Ashley Fiss, Vincent Mancini, Mike King and Mark Hutton with Hutton Construction Co came 

in to discuss lease purchase agreements. 

 

Tim Nemechek with Pioneer Communications came in to discuss a new conference call system 

in the Commissioners room.  He presented some options and will bring one to try that will work 

with the present phone system. 

 

Roger Lynch came in to discuss the wind farm Resolution 07-04.  There was a part of the 

resolution that had been omitted.  Bob Johnson will make the changes. 

 



Ashley Fiss and Vincent Mancini came back in to inform the Commissioners on the progress of 

the LEC project. 

 

J C Cantrell and Gina Payne came in to discuss the time clock issue.  The time clock had been 

changed to regular time instead of military time on February 5, 2006 until March 3, 2007.  There 

were differences in the employees being overpaid and underpaid. 

 

J C informed the Commissioners about the milling of asphalt at the airport strip and the strip by 

Lake Russell. 

 

There were bid openings for the County’s general liability, auto and workmen’s compensation 

insurance.  Carl Eyman with KWORCC presented a bid of $134,451.00 for the workmen’s 

compensation.  Tom Job with KCAMP presented a bid of $117,171.00 for the general liability 

and auto insurances.   

 

Dave moved to accept the bids presented from KWORCC and KCAMP.  O D seconded.  Motion 

carried. 

 

Dave moved to go into executive session with Legal Council present for attorney/client 

privileges for 23 minutes from 1:37pm to 2:00pm.  O D seconded.  Motion carried.  Meeting 

reconvened at 2:00pm. 

 

Dave moved to pay all Road & Bridge employees the amount owed and table the situation of the 

overpaying of some employees until a later date.  O D seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk                              ________________________________ 

                                                                                    Gary Baker, Chairman   

    

 

 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

DECEMBER 18, 2007 

 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with two members present, Gary Baker 

and Dave Bozone.  Also, present were Bob Johnson, County Counselor and Pam Bensel, County 

Clerk.  Dave moved to approve the minutes of the last meeting.  Gary seconded.  Motion carried.  

Dave moved to approve the county vouchers.  Gary seconded.  Motion carried.  The clerk was 

instructed to draw warrants on the treasurer chargeable to the various funds of the county for the 

following amounts: 

 

                                  General………………………………......36,974.48 

                                  Road & Bridge….…………….………… 68,587.42                                                         

                                  Building………………………….…........26,504.41 

                                  Noxious Weed………………….……….…..228.57 

                                  Insurance Agency-Damages………………4,304.21                                

                                  SV Co Comm Health………….…..............2,132.31 

                                  911 Land Line……………………………44,483.00 

                                  Sheriff –Concealed Carry…………………...686.95 

 

Bob Johnson asked to have a check written in the amount of $25,500.00 to ARI, Inc (John 

Grace) as a settlement payment for the consulting fees agreement on the Pioneer Manor. 

 

Bob Johnson brought in a revised resolution being Resolution 07-08 to replace Resolution 07-04 

approving a conditional use permit for “Conestoga” Wind generator farm.  There was an addition 

to the previous resolution stating said permit is extended for 36 months to fully comply with the 

same. 

 

Kelly Bliemeister with Blue Cross-Blue Shield came in to explain the insurance policy update 

and increase for 2008. 

 

Dave moved to continue with Blue Cross-Blue Shield 2008 policy as presented.  Gary seconded.  

Motion carried. 

 



Gary Baker, Chairman, opens the budget hearing at 10:00am for the amending of the General 

Budget pertaining to the Community Health budget.  Gary declared the hearing closed at 

10:05am. 

 

Paula Rowden came in to present the performance evaluations for the Community Health  

department.   

 

Paula expressed concerns of different programs within the Community Health department.   

 

Bill Turman and Steve Riat with Nex Tech presented some new programs the Company is 

working on.  They feel it is of vital importance to back up the system weekly incase of any 

disasters.   

 

They talked about the technology of service which covers all maintenance, monthly service and 

several other services on some or all machines.  The Commissioners asked to have a cost 

estimate on all of the machines in the courthouse. 

 

They discussed the County Works website.  They create websites within their website for 

different counties.   

 

Dave moved to go into executive session with Legal Council and Gene Leonard present for 

personnel for 15 minutes from 1:30pm to 1:45pm.  Gary seconded.  Motion carried.  Meeting 

reconvened at 1:45pm. 

 

Dave moved to go into executive session with Legal Council and J C Cantrell present for 

personnel for 15 minutes from 2:10pm to 2:25pm.  Gary seconded.  Motion carried.  Meeting 

reconvened at 2:25pm. 

 

Mike Schechter came in to discuss transporting of patients when road conditions are bad.   

 

Tom Fuhrmann came in to discuss minerals. 

 

Bob Johnson talked to Linda with Aflac and the County Auditors about employees wanting to 

drop the pre tax part of Aflac coming out of their pay checks each month.  Commissioners 

agreed to allow Bob to write a letter to Aflac allowing the employees to drop the pre tax part of  

Aflac.   

 

Dave moved to give a 4% Cola raise to all county employees with the exception of: 

                

                      Lynette Maytum-increase to $11.00 with no 4% Cola raise  

                      Vicki Mills-increase to $10.00 with no 4% Cola raise 

                      Terry Lamberson-6% instead of 4% 

                      Mark Hull-6% instead of 4% 

                      Jimmie Cerecero-6% instead of 4% 

 

Gary seconded.  Motion carried. 

                       

By motion the Board adjourned. 

 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk                              _____________________________ 

                                                                                    Gary Baker, Chairman 

 

 

 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

DECEMBER 28, 2007 

 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with all members present.  Also, 

present were Bob Johnson, County Counselor and Pam Bensel, County Clerk.  Dave moved to 

approve the minutes of the last meeting.  O D seconded.  Motion carried.  Dave moved to approve 

the county vouchers.  O D seconded.  Motion carried.  The clerk was instructed to draw warrants on 

the treasurer chargeable to the various funds of the county for the following amounts: 

 

                                  General……………………………….....282,499.84 

                                  Road & Bridge….…………….……….. 303,767.46 



                                  Airport……………………………………..2,728.43                                                        

                                  Building………………………….….............946.00 

                                  Noxious Weed………………………….....6,851.00 

                                  Road Machinery………………………..  39,264.32 

                                  Insurance Agency………………………..51,255.48 

                                  SV Co Comm Health………….…...........23,471.07                                  

 

Bob explained Resolution 07-09 from Sarah Steele with Gilmore and Bell, stating the Board of 

County Commissioners of Stevens County, Kansas determining the advisability of financing the 

acquisition, construction, installation, and equipping of a nursing home facility by the execution 

and delivery of a lease purchase agreement. 

 

Dave moved to adopt Resolution 07-09 lease purchase agreement for financing the acquisition, 

construction, installation, and equipping of a nursing home facility.  O D seconded.  Motion 

carried.  

 

Pam Bensel was instructed to publish Resolution 07-09 in the January 3 and January 10, 2008 

Hugoton Hermes. 

 

The Commissioners agreed to allow Amarillo Natural Gas to do a pipeline right of way in the 

Stevens County Industrial Addition.   

 

Dave moved to approve all 2007 encumbrance letters that were brought in by the different 

departments.  O D seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

                    Pam Bensel - County Clerk/Election   $5000.00 

                    Mike Schechter - EMS     $5675.00 

                    Susan Schulte - GIS       $4830.00 

                    Tom Fuhrmann - Appraisal     $2787.00       

                    Ted Heaton – Sheriff     $6598.05 

                    Robert Rich – Community Service     $2940.00 

                    Robert Rich – Wellness Center     $4400.00 

 

Guy Rowden came in to discuss a raise for Carolyn Garza.  Dave moved to raise Carolyn to 

$11.50 instead of the 4% COLA raise.   

 

County Commissioners changed the January meeting dates from the 1
st
 and 15

th
 to the 8

th
 and 

22
nd

.   

 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk                              ________________________________ 

                                                                                    Gary Baker, Chairman 

 

 

 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

JANUARY 8, 2008 

 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with all members present.  Also, 

present were Bob Johnson, County Counselor and Pam Bensel, County Clerk.  Gary moved to 

approve the minutes of the last meeting.  O D seconded.  Motion carried.  Dave moved to approve 

the county vouchers.  O D seconded.  Motion carried.  The clerk was instructed to draw warrants on 

the treasurer chargeable to the various funds of the county for the following amounts: 

 

                                  General……………………………….....29,087,.69 

                                  Road & Bridge….…………….……….. ...9,275.83 

                                  Building………………………….….............377.16 

                                  Noxious Weed…………………………........511.82 

                                  Insurance Agency Damages………………1,648.50 

                                  SV Co Comm Health………….….............1,617.48 

                                  911 Land Line……………………………18,750.00 

                                  Capital Projects (LEC)…………………...43,795.00    

                               



Dave moved to go into executive session with Legal Council present for non-elected personnel 

for 10 minutes from 8:50am - 9:00am.  O D seconded.  Motion carried.  Meeting reconvened at 

9:00am. 

 

O D moved to appoint Dave Bozone as Chairman.  Gary seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Gary moved to appoint O D Littrell as Vice Chairman.  Dave seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

O D moved to appoint the Hugoton Hermes as the official newspaper for Stevens County.  Gary 

seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

O D moved to have Citizens State Bank as the bank depository for Stevens County.  Gary 

seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

O D moved to have First National Bank as secondary depository for Stevens County.  Gary 

seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

O D moved to continue the meeting days and time on the 1
st
 and 3

rd
 Tuesdays at 8:30am.  Gary 

seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Pam Bensel, County Clerk presented the GAAP waiver Resolution 08-01 to be approved and 

signed.  Dave moved to adopt the GAAP Resolution 08-01.  O D seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Dave informed the other Commissioners of a letter received from Matthew Johnson.  He was 

turning in his resignation from the County Foundation Board. 

 

J C Cantrell came in to discuss someone asking to have a road opened.  The Commissioners 

decided not to open a road. 

 

Gary moved to go into executive session with Legal Council and J C Cantrell present for non-

elected personnel for 10 minutes from 9:40am - 9:50am.  O D seconded.  Motion carried.  

Meeting reconvened at 9:50am. 

 

J C asked to get bids on 2 new pickups with trade-ins of a 1998 Pickup and 1996 Pickup. 

 

Paula Rowden presented the paper work to be signed for the public transportation grant.  She 

asked to have the van (bus) replaced by 2 mini vans, one with a wheel chair lift and one without.  

Paula says the grant pays 80% of the cost and the County pays 20% of the cost. 

 

Gary moved to allow Paula to go ahead with the proposal of the grant for (1) one van with a 

wheel chair lift.  O D seconded. Motion carried. 

 

Theresa Dasenbrock with Lewis, Hooper and Dick came in to explain how regular standard time 

and military time makes a difference. 

 

The Commissioners chose not to have the Road & Bridge employees refund the overpayment on 

the payroll time. 

 

Gary Dick and Lawrence Heili with Dick’s Construction and Ashley Fiss with Fiss Architect 

came in to give an update on the Law Enforcement Center project.  Also present was Ted 

Heaton, Sheriff.  The project is approximately 6 months behind schedule. 

 

Pam Bensel, County Clerk reported that items have been disappearing in the Memorial Hall 

kitchen at times the hall is not being rented.  The Commissioners agreed to have the kitchen 

locked during the hours it is not being rented. 

 

Jeff Crawford came in for reappointment to the Economic Development Board.  Commissioners 

asked Jeff for his views and ideas for the progression of Stevens County. 

 

Gary moved to reappoint Jeff to the Economic Development Board for a 3 year term.  O D 

seconded.   Motion carried. 

 

The Commissioners discussed the remodeling of the Commissioners room.  They are getting 

ideas for a platform set up for a desk and chairs.   

 



Greg Wells with Liberal Office Machines was asked to come in and give some ideas for this 

project.  He is going to put some ideas and plans together to present to the Commissioners at a 

later date. 

 

Greg was also asked about the cost of a projector and screen to be installed in the Commissioners 

room. 

 

Dave is getting other individuals to present ideas and plans also. 

 

Melvin Webb and Ralph Stoddard came in to discuss the Sunflower Electric plant.  He asked for 

a resolution or public statement stating the Commissioners are in favor of the plant.   

 

Gary moved to support the Sunflower Electric plant and join the Alliance for Sound Energy 

Policy Group (a lobbyist group formed by the Sunflower Electric Coop).  O D seconded.  Motion 

carried. 

 

Neal Gillespie came in to present the 2008 Strategic Plan. 

 

Brad Musgrove came in for reappointment to the Economic Development Board.  

Commissioners asked Brad for his views and ideas for the progression of Stevens County. 

 

Gary moved to reappoint Brad to the Economic Development Board for a 3 year term.  O D 

seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

O D moved to give the Golf Course Board $25,000.00 out of the Economic Development 

Incentive account.  Dave seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

A letter from SW KS Area Agency on Aging was received through the mail.  Dave moved to pay 

$600.00 dues to the SW KS Area Agency on Aging.  O D seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk                              ________________________________ 

                                                                                    Dave Bozone, Chairman 

 

      

 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

JANUARY 22, 2008 

 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with all members present.  Also, 

present were Bob Johnson, County Counselor and Pam Bensel, County Clerk.  Gary moved to 

approve the minutes of the last meeting.  O D seconded.  Motion carried.  Dave moved to approve 

the county vouchers.  O D seconded.  Motion carried.  The clerk was instructed to draw warrants on 

the treasurer chargeable to the various funds of the county for the following amounts: 

 

                                  General……………………………….....163,841.92 

                                  Road & Bridge….…………….……….. ..10,770.98 

                                  Airport…………………………………....82,400.00 

                                  Services for Elderly……………………...80,425.00 

                                  Building………………………….…..........8,321.78 

                                  Employees Benefit……………………...134,541.00 

                                  Noxious Weed…………………………........133.88                             

                                  SV Co Comm Health………….…..............9,368.62                              

                                  Capital Projects (LEC)…………………...43,795.00    

 

O D moved to appoint Donna Burrows to the Cemetery Board from the Voorhees dist.  Gary 

seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Gary moved to amend the minutes of December 28, 2007 to correct the amount of raise for 

Lynette Maytum from $11.00 to $11.11.  O D seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Gary moved to appoint Dave Bozone to be the voting delegate for the WEKANDO group for 

2008.  O D seconded.  Motion carried. 

 



Gary moved to appoint O D to be the second voting delegate for the WEKANDO group for 

2008.  Dave seconded.  Motion carried.  

 

A change order from Fiss Architecture for the 4H building project was presented.  O D moved to 

approve the change order for the remodeling of the 4H building.  The amount of change will be 

$2,614.94.  Gary seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

J C Cantrell came in to open bids for 2- 2008 pickups. 

 

                  Don Trentham Ford   2  2008 F150 4WD Ford Extended Cabs 

                                  $33,400 each 

                                      8,450 trade in each 

                                  $24,950 trade difference each  (2 pickups-$49,900) 

 

                   Riley Chev  2 Chev 1500 4WD Extended Cabs 

                                   $31,800 each 

                                      8,695.77 trade in each  

                                   $23,104.23 trade difference each  (2 pickups-$46,208.46) 

 

O D moved to accept the bid from Riley Chev for $46,208.46 to purchase 2 2008 Chev 1500 

4WD Extended Cab pickups.  Gary seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

The Hugoton Recreation Board met with the Commissioners.  Mike Eshbaugh, Jeremy Reeder, 

Jan Leonard, Yvonne Jackson and Tony Martin came in to discuss the swimming pool.  They 

asked if the Commissioners would be willing to help fund the rebuilding of a bath house and 

some other renovations of the pool.  The Commissioners did not make any decision at the time. 

 

Ron Masson with Pioneer Communications came in to ask if they would be interested in 

extending the advertising of the different county entities.  The Commissioners chose to advertise 

at during the time of park day and the Stevens County Fair. 

 

Skip Smith with the KS Correctional Industries came in with a bid and a drawing for a work 

station, speaker table, executive chairs and a guest chair for the Commissioners room.  

 

Dave moved to accept the bid from KS Correctional Industries for $3,298.14 for a Commission 

desk, speaker table and 5 executive chairs.  

 

 

Patty Bultman and Celain Baker came in with bids for stacking chairs for the Memorial Hall. 

 

      Verco            300 black vinyl stacking chairs 36.29 each   $10,877.00 

        

      KS Correctional Industries   300 alta black vinyl stacking chairs $112.00 each  $33,600.00 

 

Gary moved to purchase 300 chairs for the Memorial Hall from Virco for $10,877.00.  O D 

seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Pat LeClerc presented a long term care group policy for all county employees. 

The Commissioners are not interested in the long term care group policy at this time. 

 

Paula Rowden came in to discuss having the Continuity of Operations Planning Schedule group 

to come out and talk to the different entities on the sharing of responsibilities in a natural 

disaster.  

 

Guy came in to ask if he could purchase a new cast iron receiver condensate unit to replace the 

existing system for the steam boiler.  Trane sent a quote for $3,489.00 for a new receiver 

condensate unit. 

 

Dave moved to accept the quote in the amount of $3,489.00 for a cast iron receiver condensate 

unit for the boiler.  

 

Gary moved to offer up to $150,000.00 to the Hugoton Recreation Board for a new bath house 

plus the deed to the land for the swimming pool and any future funding will require the board to 

come back in to a Commissioners meeting.  O D seconded.  Motion carried. 

 



By motion the Board adjourned. 

 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk                              ________________________________ 

                                                                                    Dave Bozone, Chairman 

                                      

  

 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

FEBRUARY 5, 2008 

 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with all members present.  Also, 

present were Bob Johnson, County Counselor and Pam Bensel, County Clerk.  O D moved to 

approve the minutes of the last meeting.  Gary seconded.  Motion carried.  Gary moved to approve 

the county vouchers.  O D seconded.  Motion carried.  The clerk was instructed to draw warrants on 

the treasurer chargeable to the various funds of the county for the following amounts: 

 

                                  General………………………………......478,794.28 

                                  Road & Bridge….……………...…..........104,975.55 

                                  Airport……………………………………...2,837.17 

                                  Building………………………….…..............745.47 

                                  Noxious Weed…………………………......8,827.72   

                                  Alcoholic Treatment…………………………475.00                          

                                  SV Co Comm Health………….….............22,741.36  

                                  Fire Bequest…………………………….….1,990.28 

                                  Sheriff Concealed……………………….…....557.83                             

                                  Capital Projects (LEC)…………………..-12,712.18 

 

J C Cantrell came in to discuss getting a new packer for the Road & Bridge Department.  The 

Commissioners discuss this matter and decided not to purchase a packer at this time. 

 

O D moved to go into executive session with Legal Counsel present for land acquisition and 

possible litigation for 15 minutes from 10:10am - 10:25am.  Gary seconded.  Motion carried.  

Meeting reconvened at 10:25am. 

 

Larry Kleeman came in to discuss lease purchasing for the Pioneer Manor project. 

 

Barry Angell came in to interview for the opening position of the County Foundation Board.  

The Commissioners asked Barry what thoughts he might have pertaining to the purpose of this 

board. 

 

O D moved to appoint Barry Angell to the Stevens County Foundation Board.  Gary seconded.  

Motion carried. 

 

The Commissioners have discussed the possibility of having a Construction Manager instead of a 

General Contractor for the Pioneer Manor project. 

 

Gary Dick came in to discuss the Construction Manager position for the Pioneer Manor project.  

 

Charles Harper and Earl Holt came in to discuss the county taking over the Lone Star Church 

cemetery.  They need help with the maintaining of the lawn mower used to keep up the grounds.  

They are willing to do all the upkeep of the cemetery if the county could help supply the funds 

for the equipment. 

 

The Commissioners agreed to pay ½ of the cost of a fence to put around the cemetery. 

 

Gary moved to buy the Lone Star Church a new riding mower and they can keep the old mower 

and use it or sell it. They will need to go pick out the mower and have the invoice sent to the 

County Clerk’s office for payment.  The church will be responsible for the repairs of the lawn 

mower.   O D seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Tony McBride came in to discuss the Construction Manager position for the Pioneer Manor 

project. 

 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

 



Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk                              ________________________________ 

                                                                                    Dave Bozone, Chairman 

  

 

   

 

 

 

 

                                               COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

                                                             FEBRUARY 19, 2008 

 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with all members present.  Also, 

present were Bob Johnson, County Counselor and Pam Bensel, County Clerk.  O D moved to 

approve the minutes of the last meeting.  Gary seconded.  Motion carried.  Gary moved to approve 

the county vouchers.  O D seconded.  Motion carried.  The clerk was instructed to draw warrants on 

the treasurer chargeable to the various funds of the county for the following amounts: 

 

                                  General………………………………...... 98,210.55 

                                  Road & Bridge….……………...…..........   7,060.08 

                                  Fair……………………………………… 52,612.50 

                                  Building………………………….…..............280.00 

                                  Noxious Weed…………………………....     423.89 

                                  Library…………………………………  107,798.00   

                                  Hospital Maint…………………………. 881,097.50 

                                  Insurance Agency…………………….....117,171.00                          

                                  SV Co Comm Health………….…...............3,780.43  

                                  Fire Bequest…………………………….……..70.97 

 

Dave moved to go into executive session with Legal Counsel present for land acquisition for 15 

minutes from 9:00am - 9:15am.  O D seconded.  Motion carried.  Meeting reconvened at 

9:15am. 

 

Gary moved to go into executive session with Legal Counsel and Rex Evans present for non-

elected personnel issues for 10 minutes from 9:15am - 9:25am.  O D seconded.  Motion carried.  

Meeting reconvened at 9:25am. 

 

O D moved to waive the 30 day waiting period on the new hire, Brian Koehn at the Sheriff’s 

office.  Brian came from the City of Hugoton to Stevens County with a start date of March 5, 

2008. 

 

O D moved to appoint Mark Crawford, as the representative of Stevens County, to the Advisory 

Board for the Southwest Regional Juvenile Detention Center Board.  Gary seconded.  Motion 

carried. 

 

J C Cantrell came in there was discussion about putting ½” rock on the road south of Woods to 

Prairieola about 9 miles. 

 

Roger Lynch came in to update the Commissioners on a KDHE meeting he went to in Hays.   

 

Gary moved to approve a WEKANDO Resolution approving an Amendment to the Interlocal 

Agreement of the Western Kansas Development Organization by and between The Board of 

County Commissioners of Stevens County, Stanton County, Grant County and Morton County in 

accordance with the enabling provisions of Section 1 of House Bill No. 2044, which was enacted 

into law during the 2007 session of the Kansas Legislature and became effective upon 

publication in the Kansas Register.  O D seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Gary moved to adopt Resolution 08-02 approving an Interlocal Cooperation Agreement for the 

Establishment of a Joint Port Authority under KSA 12-2901 et seq, and amendments thereto, by 

and between the Board of Commissioners of Stevens county, Stanton County, Morton County 

and Grant County to create a joint port authority in accordance with the provisions of KSA 12-

3401 et seq.  O D seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

The Commissioners discussed the interlocal cooperation agreement for the establishment of a 

joint port authority. 



 

Gary moved to adopt the Interlocal Cooperation Agreement for the Establishment of a Joint Port 

Authority.  O D seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Paula Rowden gave the Commissioners a quote from Stanfield Printing Co on a copy machine. 

         

        Minolta bizhub 350 digital copier with black/white copies  $9,011.00  

           60 month or 300,000 copies service contract                       4,500.00 

                                                                                                       13,511.00 

 

         Minolta bizhub C353F digital printer/color copier/scanner/fax 35 copies per minute 

                                                                                                       $13,361.54 

            cash price 300,000 black copies service and toner                4,500.00 

            cash price 15,000 color copies service and toner                  1,485.00 

                                                                                                        19,346.54 

 

Paula Rowden is getting more bids to present to the Commissioners at a later date. 

 

Charles Harper brought in two bids for lawn mowers for the Lonestar Church. 

 

                Cornerstone Sales, Inc     John  Deere LA145 22 HP 48” Deck Hy Epto 

                                                         LA145 lawn tractor 

                                                         22 HP, Automatic, 48 in mower      $1,999.00 

                                                         Discount                                             - 149.00 

                                                                                                                   $1850.00 

 

                                                         John Deere LA 165 24 HP 48” Deck Limited 

                                                         LA165 lawn tractor 

                                                         24 HP, Automatic, 54 in mower       $2,299.00 

                                                         Discount                                               -149.00 

                                                                                                                   $2,150.00     

 

                  Keating Tractor & Equipment   John Deere LA 165 24 HP 48” Deck Limited 

                                                                   LA 165 lawn tractor 

                                                                   24 HP, Automatic, 48 in mower    $2,299.00 

                                                                   Comm Discount                               - 188.00  

                                                                   Dealer Discount                                  -50.00      

                                                                                                                           $2,061.00 

 

Gary moved to allow the Lonestar Church to purchase the John Deere LA 165 24 HP 48” Deck 

Limited mower from Cornerstone Sales, Inc for a price of $2,150.00 to help take care of the 

cemetery.  O D seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Dave Kurt came in to inform the Commissioners that he was interested in the County 

Counselor/County Attorney position now being held by Robert Johnson.  He is interested in 

setting up a private practice in Stevens County. 

 

Tony McBride came in to discuss the Construction Manager position for the Pioneer Manor 

project. 

 

Gary Baker moved to hire a Construction Manager instead of having a General Contractor for 

the Pioneer Manor project.  O D seconded.   Motion carried. 

 

Pam Bensel asked if the courthouse could get a credit card for use of holding room reservations, 

to purchase a room when a purchase order or direct billing is not an option and to pay for 

schooling if necessary.   

 

Gary moved to allow Pam Bensel to acquire a credit card with a limit of $5,000.00 for the 

courthouse. (County Clerk, County Treasurer, Register of Deeds, GIS and Appraiser).  O D 

seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

O D moved to accept the agreement between the Board of County Commissioners and KS Dept 

of Transportation for treatment of noxious weed on the road sides.  Gary seconded.  Motion 

carried. 

  



By motion the Board adjourned. 

 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk                              ________________________________ 

                                                                                    Dave Bozone, Chairman 

  

 

            

         

 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS    

MARCH 4, 2008 

 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with all members present.  Also, 

present were Bob Johnson, County Counselor and Pam Bensel, County Clerk.  O D moved to 

approve the minutes of the last meeting.  Gary seconded.  Motion carried.  Dave moved to approve 

the county vouchers.  O D seconded.  Motion carried.  The clerk was instructed to draw warrants on 

the treasurer chargeable to the various funds of the county for the following amounts: 

 

                                  General……………………………….... 188,759.36 

                                  Road & Bridge….……………...….........311,456.42 

                                  Airport……………………………………. 2,837.17                                   

                                  Building………………………….…....... .20,637.85 

                                  Noxious Weed…………………………...  .5,646.47  

                                  Road Machinery………………………….46,208.46  

                                  Alcoholic Treatment…………………….      237.50  

                                  SV Co Comm Health………….…............38,172.16  

                                  Fire Bequest…………………………….…… 15.00 

                                  Capital Projects (LEC)………………….321,898.36 

 

O D moved to approve Resolution 08-03 stating to approve and authorize the use of eminent 

domain to acquire real property for the construction of a new nursing home and related facilities, 

owned and operated by Stevens County, Kansas.  This is 24.854 acres in the NW 21-33-37.  

Gary seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Tony McBride came in to explain what is covered in the cost of the Project Manager position for 

the new nursing home project. 

 

Gary Dick of Dick Construction Inc sent in a copy of the explanation covered in the cost of the 

Project Manager position of the new nursing home project. 

 

Dave moved to hire Tony McBride of McBride Construction as the Project Manager for the new 

nursing home project.  Gary seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

J C Cantrell came in to update the Commissioners on the Road & Bridge Department. 

 

Tom Fuhrmann came in to inform the Commissioners that Juleine Lowry was retiring from the 

Appraisers office.  He is running an ad in the Hugoton Hermes get a replacement for this 

position. 

 

Tom informed the Commissioners that he will need to allow extra hours worked for the 

Appraisers office during the oil & gas assessment time period.   

 

Dave moved to allow the Appraisers office to work a 40 hour a week or the appropriate amount 

of hours for the work load.  O D seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Rick Wolters with Wolters Construction LLC came in with a bid for the remodeling of the 

Commissioners room. 

 

              Wolters Construction LLC               deck                                              $   1,946.20 

                                                                        wall panels                                      10,195.07  

                                                                        ceiling-lower and new lightning       3,358.68 

                                                                        painting                                                539.00 

                                                                                                                              $16,038.95 

 

                                                                        alternate-crown molding                      450.02 



 

               Hancock Electric – electrical                                                                  $ 2,490.00 

                

               Finishing Touches – carpet for deck                                                       $    993.25 

  

               Carpet Direct – carpet for deck                                                               $    626.90 

 

O D moved to accept all bids with the lowest carpet bid from Carpet Direct along with the crown 

molding. 

Darrell Skinner came in with some other farmers from the Woods community to discuss Road 

26, nine miles between Hwy 51 and Second Street.  (Charles Harper, Alfred Harper, Ryan 

Hamlin, Chris Harper, Randy Skinner, Steve Harper, Darwin Casebeer, Earl Holt, Leland 

Lissolo, Craig Harper and someone from the Prairieola grain elevator).  J C was present also.  

They were asking if the county could repair this road so they could haul their crops to the 

elevator. 

 

The Commissioners decided to pack and gravel the North 4 miles at this time and work on the 

South 5 miles at a later date. 

 

J C Cantrell asked if he could purchase the packer that was talked about on February 5, 2008.  

 

O D moved to allow J C to purchase the packer from Berry Tractor Equipment of Wichita, KS     

in the amount of $15,660.00.  Gary seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

John Akers came in for the Golf Course Board to discuss what the plans are for the monies that 

has been received from different entities.  

 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk                              ________________________________ 

                                                                                    Dave Bozone, Chairman 

  

 

 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS    

MARCH 18, 2008 

 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with all members present.  Also, 

present were Bob Johnson, County Counselor and Pam Bensel, County Clerk.  Dave moved to 

approve the minutes of the last meeting.  O D seconded.  Motion carried.  Gary moved to approve 

the county vouchers.  O D seconded.  Motion carried.  The clerk was instructed to draw warrants on 

the treasurer chargeable to the various funds of the county for the following amounts: 

 

                                  General……………………………….... ..45,543.38 

                                  Road & Bridge….……………...…...........57,238.99 

                                  Building………………………….…....... ..1,104.41 

                                  Noxious Weed…………………………...  ...480.03  

                                  Road Machinery…………………………15,660.00  

                                  SV Co Comm Health………….….............7,297.80 

 

Dave moved to go into executive session with Legal Council present for litigation for 15 minutes 

from 9:15am - 9:30am.  O D seconded.  Motion carried.  Meeting reconvened at 9:30am. 

 

Ted Heaton came in to give an update on the Sheriff’s office. 

 

J C Cantrell came in to give an update on the Road & Bridge department.   

 

Mike Schechter came in to get signatures on the Mitigation Study contract. 

 

The Commissioners discussed needing to appoint someone for the Library board.  They will 

decide on an appointment at a later date. 

 

Carl Eyman with KWORCC came in to present a plaque for an exceptional loss ratio on the 

county’s workman’s compensation.  He also presented the premium and loss information by 

counties. 



 

Carlos Passmore came in to ask if the County Landfill could haul dirt to the race track to help 

build up the track.  The Commissioners agreed that since they are moving dirt at the landfill it 

could be taken to the race track. 

 

Erick and Debbie Nordling had requested to be notified if there was any discussion of the truck 

by pass.  The Commissioners had Pam Bensel call Erick and Debbie to come in to discuss the 

truck by pass.  Erick and Debbie voiced their concerns on the by pass and the unit train that 

Prairie Ag has coming in to haul grain out. 

 

Dave Eckert was asked to come in to discuss the plaque that the Masonic Lodge wants to 

dedicate at the Law Enforcement Center.  The Commissioners gave approval for sometime in 

October, 2008. 

 

Guy Rowden came in to discuss a proposal from Trane Co for an AC/Heating unit in the west 

entry way in the memorial hall.  The proposal was $6,919.00 with a year warranty and to include 

surge protectors on each unit.  O D moved to replace the unit in the memorial hall west entry 

way.  Gary seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Kim Harper came in to inform the Commissioners that the Airport is planning on signing a lease 

agreement on a refueler truck.  The County’s cost would be $85,000.00.  

 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk                              ________________________________ 

                                                                                    Dave Bozone, Chairman 

  

 

 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS    

APRIL 1, 2008 

 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with all members present.  Also, 

present were Bob Johnson, County Counselor and Pam Bensel, County Clerk.  Dave moved to 

approve the minutes of the last meeting.  O D seconded.  Motion carried.  O D moved to approve the 

county vouchers.  Dave seconded.  Motion carried.  The clerk was instructed to draw warrants on the 

treasurer chargeable to the various funds of the county for the following amounts: 

 

                                  General……………………………….... ..195,826.79 

                                  Road & Bridge….……………...…...........175,968.22 

                                  Airport……………………………………..85,237.17 

                                  Building………………………….…....... … 9,028.93 

                                  Employees Benefit………………………...17,673.00 

                                  Noxious Weed………………………….... ...7,801.84 

                                  Library…………………………………....107,798.00  

                                  Alcoholic Treatment………………………….237.50                                  

                                  SV Co Comm Health………….…..............25,314.03 

                                  Capital Projects (LEC)…………………...254,864.85 

                                  Employee’s P/R Misc W/H………………....1,817.13 

 

Dave moved to go into executive session with Legal Council present for land acquisition for 25 

minutes from 9:47am - 10:12am.  O D seconded.  Motion carried.  Meeting reconvened at 

10:12am. 

 

Ted Heaton was asked to come in.  The Commissioners asked if he could use the old orange 

chairs for the LEC.  Ted said he would be able to use all of them. 

 

J C Cantrell came in with Chuck Oldaker from KDOT.  They were discussing the surface only 

projects that were done by KDOT-FY 2008 projects done in late 2007 and the FY 2009 projects 

to be done next summer. 

 

J C presented the state annual report for 2007. 

 



There was discussion on the truck bypass.  J C says they are waiting on KDOT to inform them of 

the proper way of exiting on Highway 25.  Chuck says that the state needs to reassess this matter.  

The Commissioners asked what the county needs to acquire to complete the project. 

 

Dave Bozone informed the other Commissioners that Mike Howell with Cimarron Basin 

Community Service asked if two of his groups could use the Commissioners room during the 

week.  They will need two outside door and Commissioner room keys.  O D and Gary agreed to 

allow Cimarron Basin to have keys. 

 

A letter from Cimarron Basin Community Corrections was received.  They are asking for the 

reappointment of Sue Hagman, Debra Schartz and David Bozone to the Cimarron Basin 

Corrections Advisory Board for a 3 year term.  O D moved to reappoint Sue Hagman, Debra 

Swartz and David Bozone to the Cimarron Basin Corrections Advisory Board.  Gary seconded. 

Motion carried. 

 

Retha Wagner came in to interview for the opening position of the Library Board to replace 

Louise Quintana for a 4 year term starting April, 2008.  The Commissioners asked Retha what 

ideas she might have about going back on the board.  She explained about the different activities 

and changes in technology.  No decision was made at this time. 

 

Greg Morris came in to discuss a doctor coming in for an out patient Specialty Clinic to service 

the Southwest Kansas area and possibly building an assisted living. 

 

O D moved to go into executive session with Legal Council and Tom Fuhrmann present for 

personnel issues for 15 minutes from 10:25am - 10:50am.  Dave seconded.  Motion carried.  

Meeting reconvened at 10:50am. 

 

Mark St Peter and Steve Riat with Nextech came in to discuss the new 5 year total IT Network 

Solutions Investment plan.  O D moved to accept the investment proposal contract from Nextech 

as written.  Gary seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Jack Rowden and Phillip Willis with the Cemetery Board came in to discuss the cemetery street 

cost estimate from the Road & Bridge Dept.  The estimate was $32,571.80.  Dave moved to 

lower the proposal by $11,000.00.  O D seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Jack informed the Commissioners that the Board had hired Felix Trujillo as sexton for the 

cemetery. 

 

Pat LeClerc with Group Benefit Specialist came in to discuss the booklet of benefits the county 

is offering to the employees.   

 

The Commissioners agreed to charge $10.00 for the extra chairs in the Memorial Hall.  O D 

moved to put an ad in the paper for the extra blue and green chairs.  Gary seconded.  Motion 

carried. 

 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk                              ________________________________ 

                                                                                    Dave Bozone, Chairman 

  

   

 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS    

APRIL 15, 2008 

 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with all members present.  Also, 

present were Bob Johnson, County Counselor and Pam Bensel, County Clerk.  O D moved to 

approve the minutes of the last meeting.  Dave seconded.  Motion carried.  O D moved to approve 

the county vouchers.  Dave seconded.  Motion carried.  The clerk was instructed to draw warrants on 

the treasurer chargeable to the various funds of the county for the following amounts: 

 

                                  General……………………………….... ..52,247.29 

                                  Road & Bridge….……………...…...........79,045.97                                

                                  Building………………………….…....... … 361.38                                   

                                  Noxious Weed………………………….... ...288.74                                   



                                  SV Co Comm Health………….….............4,527.28                                 

 

O D moved to change the next meeting from May 6, 2008 to May 8, 2008.  Dave seconded.  

Motion carried. 

 

Pam Bensel, County Clerk appointed Susan Schulte to serve as acting secretary when she is 

unable to attend the meetings. 

 

Ted Heaton came in to discuss the property at Feterita.  He explained that Gordon Bane  

wants to vacate the lots in Feterita that he owns. 

 

J C Cantrell presented a 2008 spreadsheet on the cost of project #48 at Woods south to Second 

Street road.  The cost of the project was $172,858.94. 

 

J C informed the Commissioners that he closed the bridge on Dermot road on Monday, April 14, 

2008. 

 

J C asked to buy a 2008 John Deere 644J wheel loader from Murphy Tractor for $196,080.00.  

No decision was made at this time. 

 

Sherri Martin with Soil Conservation brought in the 2009 budget.  They are asking for 

$32,020.00. 

 

Neal Gillespie brought in the Strategic Plan for the approval of the Commissioners.  The plan has 

to be updated every two years.  Neal explained how the procedure works to put the plan together.   

 

O D moved to approve the Strategic Plan.  Gary seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Neal needs a resolution stating the support for the qualifying regional strategic plan and 

requesting the Secretary of Commerce and Housing reapprove the County of Stevens as a Kansas 

Enterprise Zone designated non-metropolitan region. 

   

Bob Johnson will prepare Resolution 08-04 to be approved for the next meeting, May 8, 2008. 

 

The Commissioners recessed from the Courthouse to tour the Law Enforcement Center and the 

meeting will reconvene at the Stevens County Hospital Conference room with Dr Farhoud at 

12:00pm. 

 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk                              ________________________________ 

                                                                                    Dave Bozone, Chairman 

 

 

 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

APRIL 18, 2008 

                                                                      

A special meeting was called by Dave Bozone, Chairman of the County Commissioners at 

11:00am on April 18, 2008 to discuss land acquisition and litigation.  Commissioner Dave 

Bozone, Gary Baker and O D Littrell were present.  Also present was Susan Schulte, acting 

secretary and Robert Johnson, Legal Counsel on speaker phone.   

 

Dave Bozone called the meeting to order. 

 

O D made a motion to allow J C Cantrell to purchase a loader.  The loader was a 2008 John 

Deere 644J wheel loader from Murphy Tractor for $196,080.00.  Gary seconded.  Motion 

carried. 

 

O D moved to go into executive session with Legal Counsel on speaker phone concerning land 

acquisition and pending litigation for 30 minutes from 11:00am - 11:30am.  Gary seconded.  

Motion carried.  Meeting reconvened at 11:30am. 

 

Gary moved to reappoint Laura Hull to the Library Board.  O D seconded.  Motion carried. 

 



By motion the Board adjourned. 

 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk                              ________________________________ 

       Dave Bozone, Chairman 

                                             

                                               

 

                                                COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

MAY 5, 2008 

                                                                      

A special meeting was called by Dave Bozone, Chairman of the County Commissioners at 

7:00pm on May 5, 2008 to discuss land acquisition and litigation.  Commissioner Dave Bozone, 

Gary Baker and O D Littrell were present.  Also present was Pam Bensel, County Clerk and 

Robert Johnson, Legal Counsel on speaker phone if needed. 

 

Dave Bozone called the meeting to order. 

 

O D moved to approve the minutes for the April 15
th

 and 18
th

 meetings.  Dave seconded.  Motion 

carried. 

 

O D moved to go into executive session with Legal Counsel on speaker phone, if needed, 

concerning land acquisition and litigation for 30 minutes from 7:10pm - 7:40pm.  Dave 

seconded.  Motion carried.  

 

O D moved to go back into executive session for 20 minutes from 7:40pm – 8:00pm.  Gary 

seconded.  Motion carried 

   

 By motion the Board adjourned. 

 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk                              ________________________________ 

       Dave Bozone, Chairman 

 

 

 

                                                 COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

MAY 7, 2008 

                                                                      

A special meeting was called by Dave Bozone, Chairman of the County Commissioners at 

4:00pm on May 7, 2008 to discuss land acquisition and litigation.  Commissioner Dave Bozone, 

Gary Baker and O D Littrell were present.  Also present was Robert Johnson, Legal Counsel.  

 

O D moved to go into executive session with Legal Counsel concerning land acquisition and 

litigation for 30 minutes from 4:00pm – 4:30pm.  Dave seconded.  Motion carried.  

  

By motion the Board adjourned. 

 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk                              ________________________________ 

       Dave Bozone, Chairman 

 

 

 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

MAY 8, 2008 

 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with all members present.  Also 

present were Bob Johnson, County Counselor, and Susan Schulte, acting secretary.  Chairman 

Dave Bozone called meeting to order. Dave moved to approve the minutes of the last meeting as 

amended.  O D Littrell seconded.  Motion carried.  Gary Baker moved to approve the county 

vouchers.  O D seconded.  Motion carried.  The clerk was instructed to draw warrants on the 

treasurer chargeable to the various funds of the county for the following amounts: 

 

  General………………………………….........250,215.11 

  Road & Bridge…………………………….....278,443.87 

  Building Fund…………………………….…...10,373.18 

  Noxious Weed…………………………….......10,767.16 



  Road Machinery Fund………………….…....196,080.00 

  Noxious Weed Equip……………….………..…3,179.87 

  Alcoholic Treatment ………………………...…...237.50 

  SV Co Comm Health……………………….…37,563.56 

  Sheriff –Concealed Carry…………………..…….111.24 

  Capital Projects (LEC)……………………....319,292.38 

  Employee P/R Misc W/H…………………..…..2,160.00 

 

 

O D Littrell made a motion to go into executive session, with Legal Counsel, for land acquisition 

for 15 minutes from 8:45am- 9:00am.  Gary Baker seconded.   Motion Carried.   

 

Eunice Schroeder, Librarian and Laura Hull, library board member came in and informed 

commissioners of upcoming events and technological advancements being made at the library.  

Eunice told commissioners about their website stevenscountylibrary.com and explained its 

contents.  They then presented commissioners with a $15,000.00 check from their budget which 

they were able to return due to grants they applied for and received.  The length of a board 

members term was also discussed.    

 

J C Cantrell, R & B Supervisor informed commissioners they had the recycler and had started on 

Radio Tower Road near Moscow this morning.  They also discussed the roads at the Hugoton 

Cemetery. 

 

J C requested an executive session.   O D made a motion to go into executive session, with Legal 

Counsel, for non-elected personnel for 5 minutes from 9:45am-9:50am.  Gary seconded.   

 

Kim Harper, Airport Board Member brought in plan the board has been working on to get FAA 

grant for modification to airport layout.  Kim discussed the grant, layout plan and obtained the 

Commission Chairman signature on plan. 

 

Dave made a motion to drop the lawsuit against Ed Shine.  Gary moved the lawsuit concerning 

land condemnation south of the high school be dropped.  O D seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Ted Heaton requested executive session.  O D moved to go into executive session, with Legal 

Counsel, for non-elected personnel for 10 minutes from 10:30am-10:40am.  Gary seconded.  

Motion carried.   

 

Ted discussed cameras being placed in patrol cars.  He also requested the BC-BS waiting period 

be waived for T J Steers, a new employee.  O D moved the BC-BS waiting period be waived.  

Gary seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

O D moved to pass Resolution 08-04 reconfirming support for regional strategic planning.  Gary 

seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Commissioners looked over development concepts sent by Earles Engineering. 

 

Hospital Board terms were discussed.  Gary moved to change all hospital board term expiration 

dates to December 31
st
 of the year they are to expire.  O D seconded.  Motion carried.  

 

Jeremy Garrison with Pioneer Electric & J C Cantrell came in to discuss electric line along 

County right of way.  Dave Bozone abstained from voting due to conflict of interest.  Gary 

moved to allow the lines to be placed 25’ from the centerline on the maps that were given by 

Jeremy Garrison because the SE section lines are closed.  O D seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Lisa Whitham came in to interview for library board position.  Gary moved to appoint Lisa to 

serve on the library board.  O D seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Commissioners requested executive session with Tony McBride, Ashley Fiss, & Legal Counsel 

for land acquisition for 15 minutes from 2:30pm – 2:45pm. 

 

Vincent Mancini, Ashley Fiss, Tony McBride, Bob Kreutzer & Rob with Tatro plumbing came 

in to discuss mechanical issues on nursing home.  They discussed geothermal vs the old standard 

systems.   

      

By motion the Board adjourned. 



 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk                              ________________________________ 

       Dave Bozone, Chairman 

 

 

 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

MAY 20, 2008 

 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with all members present.  Also 

present were Bob Johnson, County Counselor, and Pam Bensel, County Clerk.  Chairman Dave 

Bozone called meeting to order. O D moved to approve the minutes of the last meeting as 

amended.  Gary seconded.  Motion carried.  O D moved to approve the county vouchers.  Gary 

seconded.  Motion carried.  The clerk was instructed to draw warrants on the treasurer 

chargeable to the various funds of the county for the following amounts: 

 

  General………………………………….........41,339.04 

  Road & Bridge…………………………….....67,941.94 

  Building Fund…………………………….…......461.38 

  Noxious Weed……………………………..........326.36 

  SV Co Comm Health…………………………4,696.04 

 

Dave moved to go into executive session with Legal Counsel concerning land acquisition and 

non elected personnel for 19 minutes from 8:41am – 9:00am.  O D seconded.  Motion carried.  

 

Dave moved to go into executive session with Kirk Heger and Legal Counsel concerning land 

acquisition for 18 minutes from 9:12am – 9:30am.  O D seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Dave moved to return to executive session with Kirk Heger and Legal Counsel for another 15 

minutes for land acquisition from 9:30am – 9:45am.  Gary seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

J C Cantrell came in to discuss the cemetery roads at a cost of $24,360.00. 

 

J C asked to have the BC-BS insurance waiting period waived for Pedro Sanchez.  Gary moved 

to allow the waiting period for the insurance be waived for Pedro Sanchez.  O D seconded.  

Motion carried. 

 

Robert Rich presented the 2009 Community Service budget for $11,690.00 and Wellness Center 

budget for $111,368.94. 

 

O D moved to go into executive session with Pam Bensel and Legal Counsel concerning non 

elected personnel for 10 minutes from 10:20am – 10:30am.  Gary seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Paula Rowden came in to discuss the public transportation vehicle.  The vehicle has mechanical 

problems.  Paula has checked with the State Department about rewarding the grant funding in 

2008 instead of 2009 so the vehicle can be replaced sooner.  They will check into the situation 

and let her know. 

 

Paula informed the Commissioners that Don Trentham Ford had a 2007 Ford Freestar mini van 

that he is wanting to sale to the Community Health Department for $15,250.00. 

 

Paula asked the Commissioners about appointing a Health Officer for the County.  Dr Samer Al-

Hashmi is currently serving as the Health Officer and Medical Director.  Paula agreed to serve as 

the Health Officer if Dr Sam chooses not to. 

 

Ted Heaton came in to update the Commissioners on his department. 

 

O D moved to go into executive session with Kim Harper, Jack Rowden and Legal Counsel 

concerning non elected personnel for 25 minutes from 11:05am – 11:30am.  Gary seconded.  

Motion carried.  

 

Pete Earles with Earles Engineering came in to present some updated plans for platting the land 

east of town.  The Commissioners gave Pete Earles instructions on changes for the plat.  He will 

make the changes and report at a later date. 

 



Darin and Kirk Heger came in to discuss the sale of land. 

 

Dave moved to approve the Real Estate sale contract for the property-SW 21-33-37 subject to the 

revisions being implemented into the contract for the amount of $336,000.00.  O D seconded.  

Motion carried. 

 

The Commissioners discussed a $50.00 an acre crop share fee for the present crop on the land. 

 

Gary moved to allow Dave to try out the van from Don Trentham Ford to see if it was what the 

Community Health Department needs. 

 

Dave reported back to the other Commissioners on the van.   

 

Gary moved to buy the 2007 Ford Freestar mini van for the Community Health Department from 

Don Trentham Ford for $15,250.00.  O D seconded.  Motion carried.  

 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk                              ________________________________ 

       Dave Bozone, Chairman 

 

 

 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

JUNE 3, 2008 

 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with all members present.  Also 

present were Bob Johnson, County Counselor, and Pam Bensel, County Clerk.  Chairman Dave 

Bozone called meeting to order. Gary moved to approve the minutes of the last meeting as 

amended.  O D seconded.  Motion carried.  Gary moved to approve the county vouchers.  O D 

seconded.  Motion carried.  The clerk was instructed to draw warrants on the treasurer 

chargeable to the various funds of the county for the following amounts: 

 

  General………………………………….........183,721.77 

  Road & Bridge…………………………….....132,724.00 

                        Airport………………………………………….2,837.17 

  Building Fund…………………………….…..25,000.00 

  Noxious Weed…………………………….......51,986.87 

  Alcoholic Treatment ………………………...…...237.50 

  SV Co Comm Health…………………….....…41,807.66 

  Sheriff Bequest…………………..……………….394.15 

  Capital Projects (LEC)……………………....233,723.59 

                         Insurance Agency-Damages………………...…2,100.00 

 

Annette Sosa, Heather Augustine, Laura Hull, Lisa Whitham and Charlotte Veatch came in to 

discuss matters concerning the library. 

 

Gary moved to go into executive session with the Library board and Legal Counsel concerning 

non elected personnel for 20 minutes from 9:05am – 9:25am.  O D seconded.  Motion carried.  

Meeting reconvened at 9:25am. 

 

Ted Heaton presented the 2009 Sheriff budget in the amount of $1,645,292.00. 

 

J C Cantrell informed the Commissioners that he talked to the State Department and they agreed 

upon a 300’ approach at the intersection of Road Q and Highway 25 for the bypass, north of the 

railroad tracks. 

 

J C informed the Commissioners they had started work on the cemetery roads today. 

 

J C informed the Commissioners the cost to prime and seal the streets east of town will be 

$74,000.00:  1
st
 street to the mix strip and the road east of the pond that runs north and south.  

 

O D asked if he could prime and seal the road to the landfill.   

 



Gary moved to prime and seal the roads east of town and the landfill road.  O D seconded.  

Motion carried.   

 

Tom Fuhrmann and Terry Lawhon came in with the appraisal budget and contract with 

Landmark Appraisal, Inc for the Real Estate. 

 

Tom presented the 2009 Appraisal budget in the amount of $258,720.00. 

 

Terry Lawhon presented the 2008-2009 Real Estate contract in the amount of $89,960.00 for 

Landmark Appraisal, Inc having an 8% increase from the last contract. 

 

Gary moved to accept the 2008-2009 Real Estate contract in the amount of $89,960.00 from 

Landmark Appraisal, Inc. 

 

Gene Leonard presented the 2009 Noxious Weed budget in the amount of $286,429.95. 

 

Gene presented the 2009 Solid Waste budget in the amount of $296,413.50. 

 

Gene presented the 2009 Rodent Control budget in the amount of $1700.00 

 

Roger Lynch presented the 2009 Planning and Zoning budget in the amount of $21,161.00. 

 

Roger asked about having 60’ right of ways for the water, electric and gas lines for the wind 

farm.  Bob Johnson explained that as a public utility they have the statutory right to lay the lines 

and they will need to contact the land owners. 

 

Roger discussed what needed to be done with an abandon trailer house in a trailer park at 

Moscow. 

 

The Commissioners asked Roger what the rules of acreage are for septic tanks:  State – 2 acres, 

County – 2 ½ acres 

 

They asked Roger about the rules and regulations on the 155 acres of land east of town.  Roger 

informed them that this land falls under the city regulations.  He agreed to check with Tony 

Martin and let them know at the next meeting. 

 

The Commissioners talked about the computers in the courthouse that were replaced.  They 

agreed after the computers were stripped then they would have an auction.  They will decide how 

to handle this situation at a later date. 

 

The brown chairs that came out of the Commissioners room will possibly be used at the new 

Law Enforcement Center.  

 

Mark Hinde with Southwest Development Services Inc, Lucy Crotts with Russell Childhood 

Development and Verleen Hancock, a board member came in to present the 2009 budgets. 

 

Mark presented the 2009 SDSI budget in the amount of $60,000.00. 

 

Lucy presented the 2009 Russell Childhood Development budget in the amount of $3,200.00.  

 

Dave Piper, CEO and Linda Stalcup, Administrator of the Stevens County Hospital came in to 

present the 2009 Hospital budget (which includes the Pioneer Manor) in the amount of 

$2,034,500.00. 

 

There was discussion of some hospital issues. 

 

Kim Harper discussed projects for the Airport that will need to be in the budget and he will 

present the budget at a different time. 

 

Kim informed the Commissioners they will need to appoint another member on the Airport 

board to replace Robb Heger.  Kim informed them Robert Davis, Jr had an interest in becoming 

a member. 

 

Kim talked about the grant money for the runway.  He had Dave Bozone sign the paperwork as 

Chairman of the Commissioners then mail grant back to Patricia Alexander at the State office. 



 

O D moved to accept the water rights contract with Harrison Land LLC and Darin and Kirk 

Heger with the County’s amendments. 

 

Susan Schulte presented the 2009 GIS budget in the amount of $65,800.00. 

 

Susan showed the Commissioners different web sites that could be useful for the county. 

 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk                              ________________________________ 

       Dave Bozone, Chairman 

 

 

 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

JUNE 17, 2008 

 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with all members present.  Also 

present were Bob Johnson, County Counselor, and Pam Bensel, County Clerk.  Chairman Dave 

Bozone called meeting to order. Gary moved to approve the minutes of the last meeting as 

amended.  O D seconded.  Motion carried.  Gary moved to approve the county vouchers.  O D 

seconded.  Motion carried.  The clerk was instructed to draw warrants on the treasurer 

chargeable to the various funds of the county for the following amounts: 

 

  General…………………………………..........25,668.84 

  Road & Bridge……………………………......42,987.12 

                        Service for Elderly……………………………..7,500.00 

  Building Fund…………………………….……...660.24 

  Noxious Weed…………………………….......32,335.46 

  SV Co Comm Health…………………….......…6,207.45 

  Fire Bequest…………………..……………..….1,286.80 

   

O D moved to go into executive session with Legal Counsel concerning land acquisition and 

possible litigation for 20 minutes from 8:40am – 9:00am.  Gary seconded.  Motion carried.  

Meeting reconvened at 9:00am. 

 

Jim Karlan with Southwest Guidance Center came in to present the 2009 budget in the amount of 

$45,026. 

 

J C Cantrell came in to present the 2009 Road & Bridge budget in the amount of $4,546,500.00. 

 

Stanley McGill and Gladys Renfro came in to present the 2009 Museum budget in the amount of 

$95,000.00. 

 

Mike Schechter came in to present the 2009 budgets for Fire, EMS and Civil Defense.  Fire - 

$174,000.00 EMS - $180,000.00 Civil Defense - $9,000.00 

 

Eunice Schroeder and Laura Hull came in to present the 2009 Library budget in the amount of 

$456,208.50. 

 

Neal Gillespie, Gary Gold and Doug Martin came in to present the 2009 Economic Development 

budget in the amount of $69,843.12.   

 

They asked if the county would be willing to pay the full salary of the Chamber director.   The 

Commissioners said they would discuss the matter and decide at a later date. 

 

Dave received two bids for repair work on the outside of the courthouse. 

 

           R K Painting, Inc out of Garden City, KS for the removal of existing cracked caulking and  

           replacing it with foam rope and caulking on the outside of the courthouse in the amount of  

           $8,249.00.     

 

           Superior Masonry Co out of Grainfield, KS for marble repair work in the front of the                

           courthouse in the amount of $3,850.00 



 

Dave moved to accept the bid from R K Painting, Inc out of Garden City, KS for the recaulking 

of the courthouse exterior in the amount of $8,249.00.  O D seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

O D moved to accept the bid from Superior Masonry Co out of Grainfield, KS for marble repair 

work in the front of the courthouse in the amount of $3,850.00.  Gary seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Kim Harper came in to present the 2009 Airport budget in the amount of $329,000.00. 

 

Kim informed the Commissioners they need to appoint someone to replace Robb Heger on the 

Airport board. 

 

Dave moved to appoint Robert Davis, Jr to replace Robb Heger on the Airport board starting 

August, 2008.  O D seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Paula Rowden came in to present the Community Health budget in the amount of $391,115.37. 

 

The Commissioners asked if there was much demand for the services of the Community Service 

van.  Paula informed them at times there are several recipients that use it.   

 

Tony Martin came in to present the 2009 Fair budget in the amount of $109,125.00. 

 

Tony Martin and Roger Lynch explained the land east of town has to be zoned by the city codes 

and regulations. 

 

Roger informed the Commissioners that the N/2 18-33-37 needs to be rezoned into heavy 

industrial. 

 

Roger informed the Commissioners that the State has put Stevens County within a four county 

drought zone.  Roger asked if they would put a ban on the discharging of fireworks outside the 

city limits of Hugoton and Moscow. 

 

O D moved to accept Resolution 08-04A banning the discharge of fireworks outside the city 

limits of Hugoton and Moscow for the 2008, 4
th

 of July holiday having a class C misdemeanor, 

punishable by a fine in the amount of $500.00 for anyone who violates this resolution. 

 

Rex Evans and Alvin Riley with Riley Chev came in with vehicle bids for the Sheriff‘s office. 

 

The Commissioners decided to table the decision until next meeting. 

 

Dave Cutter and some concerned citizens came in to discuss matters about the nursing home. 

(concerned citizens:  Roger Lynch, Dale Sutton, Lola Sutton, Edwin Parsons, Darrell Hickey, Jan 

Cutter, Glenna Nix, Jim Schmidt, Evelyn Schmidt, Debbie Nordling, Wayne Hoskinson, Irma 

Lee Hoskinson, Darlene Hoskinson, Ted Hoskinson, Lisa LeNeve, Karen Reynolds Rich) others 

attending were: Hugoton Hermes - Ruthie Winget, Hospital - Robin Sullivan, Ron McFarlane, 

Matt Johnson, Amanda Willis  

 

Dave Bozone opened the meeting. 

 

Dave Cutter began the meeting by reading ten questions that the concerned citizens want the 

Commissioners to answer and publish them in the Hugoton Hermes.  

 

The Hermes has agreed to publish written answers to the questions.   

 

The Commissioners gave a few comments and then allowed the concerned citizens to reply and 

ask questions. 

 

Those with comments were:  Wayne Hoskinson, Lisa LeNeve, Jan Cutter and Ted Hoskinson  

 

Dave Bozone expressed the Commissioners concern for the financial state and care of the 

residents in the Pioneer Manor. 

 

Dave thanked the citizens for coming in and expressed the Commissioners are concerned also. 

 



Nancy Honig and Cathy Wolters came in to present the 2009 Extension budget in the amount of 

$239,000 and the 2009 4H budget in the amount of $13,500. 

 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk                              ________________________________ 

       Dave Bozone, Chairman 

 

 

 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

JULY 1, 2008 

 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with all members present.  Also 

present were Bob Johnson, County Counselor, and Pam Bensel, County Clerk.  Chairman Dave 

Bozone called meeting to order. Gary moved to approve the minutes of the last meeting as 

amended.  O D seconded.  Motion carried.  Gary moved to approve the county vouchers.  O D 

seconded.  Motion carried.  The clerk was instructed to draw warrants on the treasurer 

chargeable to the various funds of the county for the following amounts: 

 

  General………………………………….........591,625.81 

  Road & Bridge…………………………….....352,373.05 

                        Fair………………………………………….....52,612.50 

                        Airport………………………………………...85,237.17 

                        Services for Elderly…………………………...72,925.00                         

  Noxious Weed…………………………….......13,947.57 

  Library………………………………….……107,798.00 

                        Hospital Maint…………………………….…881,097.50 

                        Road Machinery………………………………..1,300.00 

                        Alcoholic Treatment………………………….….237.50 

  SV Co Comm Health……………………........21,915.35 

  Sheriff Bequest…………………..……………....883.47 

  Capital Projects (LEC)……………………....221,696.91 

                         

Paula Rowden came in to have a sealed bid opened from Don Trentham Ford for the 1994 Ford 

Econoline van (Stevens County Community Dept) in the amount of $1,100.00. 

 

O D moved to accept the bid in the amount of $1,100.00 from Don Trentham Ford for a 1994 

Ford Econoline van.  Gary seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Gary moved to go into executive session with Legal Counsel concerning land acquisition and 

possible litigation for 15 minutes from 9:15am – 9:30am.  O D seconded.  Motion carried.  

Meeting reconvened at 9:30am. 

 

J C Cantrell came in to give an update on the projects the Road Department has been working 

on.  He informed them that they put a 2 ½” lift on the landfill road and then they sealed 1
st
 Street 

from Washington to the Pond road and 6
th

 Street from the Pond road to Washington. 

 

Wendy Peters, Chamber of Commerce Secretary, Gary Gold, Economic Development board 

member and Todd Gayer, Chamber of Commerce board member came in to ask the 

Commissioners if the County would be willing to help the Chamber of Commerce by paying the 

Chambers ½ of Wendy’s salary.  

 

The Commissioners decided to increase the 2009 Economic Development budget by the salary 

amount since Economic Development already pays ½ of the salary.  

 

Roger Lynch came in to have the Local Environmental Protection Program Grant Agreement 

signed. 

 

Gary moved to go into executive session with Legal Counsel concerning land acquisition for 22 

minutes from 10:38am – 11:00am.  O D seconded.  Motion carried.  Meeting reconvened at 

11:00am. 

 

Ted Heaton came in update the Commissioners on the Sheriff’s department. 

 



Commissioners decided to change the July 15
th

 Commissioners meeting to July 22
nd

 due to 

conflicts in the schedule. 

 

Gary moved to go into executive session with Legal Counsel concerning personnel for 10  

minutes from 11:25am – 11:35am.  O D seconded.  Motion carried.  Meeting reconvened at 

11:35am. 

 

Bob Johnson informed the Commissioners that the fees for Legal Defense in Stevens County are 

lower than other counties in this area.  Koleen informed them that Stevens County is $55.00 an 

hour compared to other counties ranging from $60.00 to $80.00 an hour. 

 

O D moved to increase the fee for legal defense in Stevens County to $70.00 an hour starting 

July 1, 2008.  Gary seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Dave moved to accept the bid from Riley Chevrolet for three vehicles.   

             

        Riley Chevrolet Buick, Inc 

               (1) 2009 4x4 Crew Cab                                     $35,260.00                                  

                     Total trade price                                          $24,294.72 

 

               (2) 2009 4x4 Ext Cab                                        $32,962.00  (65,924.00) 

                     Total trade price                                          $25,118.97  (50,237.94) 

 

O D seconded.  Motion carried.                                   

          

By motion the Board adjourned. 

 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk                              ________________________________ 

       Dave Bozone, Chairman 

                                     

  

 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

JULY 8, 2008 

 

A special meeting was called with the auditors at 9:00am on July 8, 2008 for an audit and budget 

workshop.  Commissioner Dave Bozone, Gary Baker and O D Littrell were present.  Also 

present was Pam Bensel, County Clerk. 

 

Theresa Dasenbrock and Charles Claar with Lewis, Hooper and Dick of Garden City, KS   

explained the 2007 County audit and reviewed the County budgets with the Commissioners.   

 

Theresa discussed a Charter Ordinance for a petty cash fund for Paula Rowden.  She will need to 

talk to Bob about this matter. 

 

Theresa explained about how different funds operate. 

 

There was discussion of Economic Development paying the remainder of Wendy Peters’ salary 

for the Chamber of Commerce.  Their budget could be increased to reflect this change. 

 

Gary moved to pay the Chamber of Commerce share of the secretary salary in the amount of 

$11,000.00 per year through the Economic Development budget.  O D seconded.  Motion 

carried. 

 

Theresa presented two change orders:  both amends the original engagement letter dated July 11, 

2006.  

 

O D moved to accept change orders.  Gary seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

O D moved to adopt Resolution 08-05 expressing the property taxation policy of the Board of 

Stevens County Commissioners with respect to financing the 2009 annual budget for Stevens 

County.  Gary seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

 



Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk                              ________________________________ 

       Dave Bozone, Chairman 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

JULY 22, 2008 

 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with all members present.  Also 

present were Bob Johnson, County Counselor, and Pam Bensel, County Clerk.  Chairman Dave 

Bozone called meeting to order. O D moved to approve the minutes of the last meeting as 

amended.  Gary seconded.  Motion carried.  Gary moved to approve the county vouchers.  O D 

seconded.  Motion carried.  The clerk was instructed to draw warrants on the treasurer 

chargeable to the various funds of the county for the following amounts: 

 

  General………………………………….........66,722.71 

  Road & Bridge…………………………….....98,698.58 

                        Building……………………………………..343,918.73 

                        Noxious Weed…………………………..........17,020.91 

  SV Co Comm Health…………………….........5,361.39 

  Employee’s P/R Misc W/H………………..……631.10  

 

Janice Porter was present at the meeting.                  

 

Bob Johnson had the paper work for the closing cost of the land in the amount of $333,865.97 

for 120A in the SW 21-33-37 for the Pioneer Manor project. 

 

J C Cantrell presented the final cost of the Hugoton Cemetery project $57,543.96. 

 

Trane, Inc out of Wichita faxed a copy of a proposal in the amount of $2,669.92 to repair the air-

conditioning and heating unit in the basement. 

 

Gary moved to accept the proposal from Trane in the amount of $2,669.92 to repair the air- 

conditioning and heating unit in the basement.  O D seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Tony McBride with McBride Construction, Bob Kreutzer and Rob Kreutzer, with Tatro came in 

to discuss the heating/cooling system for the Pioneer Manor project.  Robin Sullivan, President 

of the Hospital/Pioneer Manor board was present.  

 

Gary moved to use the geothermal system for heating/cooling for the Pioneer Manor project.  O 

D seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Tony McBride with McBride Construction, Joel Krosschel with EBH & Associates Consulting 

Engineering came in to discuss the surveying and platting of the land for the Pioneer Manor 

project.  Robin Sullivan, President of the Hospital/Pioneer Manor board; Gary Rowden, Tony 

Martin and Dean Banker, city employees; Rick Wolters, Tony Stegman , Roger Lynch and 

Ruthie Winget with the Hugoton Hermes were present during the meeting.   

 

Joel agreed to get a proposal cost of the surveying for the land. 

 

Bob Holman came in to discuss property sites in the County that would be suitable for different 

projects that he is possibly interested in pursuing.  Roger Lynch, County Planning/Zoning 

Administrator and Tony Martin, City Planning/Zoning Administrator were present during the 

meeting. 

 

Eunice Schroeder, Librarian and Laura Hines-Hull came in to discuss library issues. 

 

Dave moved to go into executive session with Legal Counsel for non-elected personnel for 12 

minutes from 11:48am – 12:00 noon.  O D seconded.  Motion carried.  Meeting reconvened 

afternoon lunch at 1:00pm. 



 

Gary moved to change the August 5, 2008 Commissioner meeting to August 4, 2008.  O D 

seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk                              ________________________________ 

       Dave Bozone, Chairman 

 

 

 

                                                 COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

JULY 28, 2008 

                                                                      

A special meeting was called by Dave Bozone, Chairman of the County Commissioners at 

9:30pm on July 28, 2008 for a conference call at 10:00 am concerning WEKANDO business.  

Commissioner Gary Baker, Commissioner O D Littrell and Pam Bensel, County Clerk were also 

present.   

 

O D Littrell presented a proposal (for Guy Rowden) from Cornerstone Sales, Inc of Hugoton in 

the amount of $4,597.20 for a new 2008 John Deere lawn mower for the courthouse. 

 

O D moved to accept the proposal to trade in the John Deere lawn mower from the courthouse 

and purchase the 2008 John Deere lawn mower from Cornerstone Sales, Inc of Hugoton in the 

amount of $4,597.20.  Gary seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk                              ________________________________ 

       Dave Bozone, Chairman 

 

 

 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

AUGUST 4, 2008 

 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with all members present.  Also 

present were Bob Johnson, County Counselor, and Pam Bensel, County Clerk.  Chairman Dave 

Bozone called meeting to order. O D moved to approve the minutes of the last meeting as 

amended.  Gary seconded.  Motion carried.  O D moved to approve the county vouchers.  Gary 

seconded.  Motion carried.  The clerk was instructed to draw warrants on the treasurer 

chargeable to the various funds of the county for the following amounts: 

 

  General…………………………………........214,911.86 

  Road & Bridge…………………………….....199,120.54 

                        Airport…………………………………………..2,837.17 

                        Building…………………………………………2,375.99 

                        Noxious Weed…………………………...........19,265.41 

                        Alcoholic Treatment……………………………...237.50 

  SV Co Comm Health……………………........28,442.72 

                        Sheriff Bequest………………………………..….400.60 

                        911 Land Line…………………………………….777.24 

                        Capital Projects (LEC)…………………….....315,954.29 

   

Dave Bozone moved to purchase two tickets to the Fair barbeque, each year, for each county 

board member to show appreciation for their willingness to serve.  Gary seconded.  Motion 

carried. 

 

J C Cantrell came in to inform the Commissioners that he will be sealing the road at the 

intersection of Road 12 (Evans) and Road D (Second Street) to the Morton County line.  

 

Ray Reed, with WTG gas company-Hugoton, came in to discuss the pipelines on SW 21-33-37. 

He assured them everything will be taken care of according to state law. 

 



Gary moved to adopt Resolution 08-06 confirming that a regional economic development 

organization has been established as required by the 74-50-116 (c) (1), for the purpose of 

qualifying the County of Stevens as a designated nonmetropolitan business region.  O D 

seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Tony McBride came in to discuss the EBH & Associates Consulting Engineering on site 

proposal for the new nursing home project. 

 

Dave moved to accept the contract with EBH & Associates Consulting Engineering.  Gary 

seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Connie Gold came in to discuss the computers in her office.  She informed them that there are 

four computers in her office.  She is giving the Fair Department 2 of the computers.  Then there 

will be 2 left.   

 

The 2 computers that are left will go into the public auction on August 25. 

 

Connie informed the Commissioners that the offices are out of storage space.  She has visited 

with the underground vault company to store permanent records.  The Commissioners suggested 

talking to Ted Heaton about using part of the basement at the new Law Enforcement Center for 

storage. 

 

Connie asked if it would be alright if all of her employees including herself are gone at the same 

time for a Division of Vehicle meeting.  She will try to work something out.    

 

Mark Crawford came in to discuss the land east of the courthouse.  This land is owned by the 

County.  The school asked if the County would be willing to sale this property.   

 

The Commissioners agreed to have Karen Yoder to get a market cost analysis on the land. 

 

Gary moved to adopt Resolution 08-07 confirming access to County right-of-ways for 

transportation of water located on Section 18-33-37 for Abengoa.  O D seconded.  Motion 

carried. 

 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk                              ________________________________ 

       Dave Bozone, Chairman 

 

 

 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

AUGUST 5, 2008 

                                                                      

A special meeting was called by Dave Bozone, Chairman of the County Commissioners at 

9:00am on August 5, 2008 for the County’s budget hearing.  Commissioner Gary Baker, 

Commissioner O D Littrell and Susan Schulte, acting secretary were also present.  

 

Dave Bozone opened the Budget Hearing meeting at 9:00am. 

  

No one from the public showed up. 

 

Dave closed the hearing at 9:45am. 

 

Gary moved to accept the County budget as published in the Hugoton Hermes.  O D seconded.  

Motion carried.   

 

 

BOARD OF CANVASSERS MEETING 

AUGUST 11, 2008 

 

The Board of Canvassers met at 9:00am to canvass the votes from the August 5, 2008 Primary 

Election.  Present were Gary Baker, Dave Bozone, O D Littrell and Pam Bensel.  There were 39 

Provisional Ballots counted.  These ballots did not change the outcome of the election of the first 

count. 



 

Neal Gillespie came in to present a correction on Resolution 08-06 stating that Stevens County 

Economic Development Board was incorporated.  The corrected resolution does not state this.   

 

O D moved to accept the correction of Resolution 08-06.  Gary seconded.  Motion carried.  

 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk                              ________________________________ 

                  Dave Bozone, Chairman 

 

 

 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

AUGUST 20, 2008 

 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with all members present.  Also 

present were Bob Johnson, County Counselor, and Pam Bensel, County Clerk.  Chairman Dave 

Bozone called meeting to order. O D moved to approve the minutes of the last meeting.  Gary 

seconded.  Motion carried.  Gary moved to approve the county vouchers.  O D seconded.  

Motion carried.  The clerk was instructed to draw warrants on the treasurer chargeable to the 

various funds of the county for the following amounts: 

 

  General…………………………………..........88,678.28 

  Road & Bridge…………………………….....147,681.02 

                        Building…………………………………………4,211.38 

                        Noxious Weed…………………………...........14,770.33                  

  SV Co Comm Health……………………........14,147.36 

                        Fire Bequest…………………………………...20,669.39 

                        911 Land Line…………………………………….777.24 

 

O D moved to adopt Resolution 08-08 providing for the adoption of the Stevens County Solid 

Waste Management Plan.  Gary seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Gary moved to adopt Resolution 08-09 amending Resolution 08-07 stating “Abengoa” shall be 

synonymous with “Abengoa Bioenergy Hybrid of Kansas, LLC”.  O D seconded.  Motion 

carried. 

 

Due to a conflict with another meeting, the Commissioners changed the October 7
th

 meeting to 

October 6
th

, 2008. 

 

O D moved to change the October 7
th

 meeting to October 6
th

, 2008.  Dave seconded.  Motion 

carried.  

 

Dave reported on the WEKANDO meeting held in Salt Lake City, Utah on August 19
th

, 2008. 

 

J C Cantrell came in to inform the Commissioners that Potter Trucking wants the County to put a 

road in from 11
th

 street to their business.  After reviewing the issue, the Commissioners decided 

there is not enough footage for a road. 

   

J C asked to have the BC-BS insurance waived for Richard Clinesmith, a former employee, 

starting August 19.  The Commissioners were in agreement to waive the insurance. 

 

Ted Heaton came in to inform the Commissioners that the Sheriff’s office is retiring Rocket, the 

drug dog and purchasing another drug dog for $6,550.00.   

 

Barbara Beeks, Marilyn Holcomb and Todd Gayer with the Senior Citizens board presented 

cookies to the Commissioners for their appreciation of the County taking interest in the Senior 

Citizens group with the funding  their budget. 

 

Dr Samer Al-Hashmi is currently the County Medical Director and County Health Officer for 

Stevens County.  Paula Rowden has agreed to help out and be the County Health Officer. 

 

O D moves to appoint Paula Rowden as County Health Officer for Stevens County.  Gary 

seconded.  Motion carried. 



 

Phillip Willis came in to discuss the bill from Road & Bridge for working on the roads at the 

Hugoton Cemetery.  He informed them that the Cemetery board could pay $20,000.00 of the 

$57,543.96 bill in 2008.  Commissioners agreed to take the $20,000.00 in 2008 and further 

address the issue later. 

 

Mike Schechter and Susan Schulte came in to discuss 911 addressing.  Mike explained that the 

company they have doing the addressing is not following through with the job they were hired to 

do.  The county has applied for 3 extensions. 

 

Tony McBride came in to discuss the electric lines and streets for the Nursing Home project. 

 

Tim Nemechek with Pioneer Communications sent in a quote for a new phone system with an 

amount of $19,073.00 to replace the system in the courthouse.   

 

Dave moved to accept the quote from Pioneer Communications for a new phone system with an 

amount of $19,073.00 to replace the system in the courthouse.  Gary seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Mark Crawford, USD 210 School Superintendent, came in to discuss the land east of the 

courthouse (Lots 1-8 Block 44).  He presented a proposal site plan for a new school addition.  

The Commissioners advised the school, if the bond issue passes then they would sale Lots 1-8 

Block 44 to the school for a price of $1.00. 

 

O D moved to sale Lots 1-8 Block 44 to USD 210 School Dist if the bond issue passes for a price 

of $1.00.  Dave seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk                              ________________________________ 

                  Dave Bozone, Chairman 

 

 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

SEPTEMBER 2, 2008 

 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with Dave Bozone and O D Littrell 

present.  Also present were Bob Johnson, County Counselor, and Pam Bensel, County Clerk.  

Chairman Dave Bozone called the meeting to order. O D moved to approve the minutes of the 

last meeting.  Dave seconded.  Motion carried.  Dave moved to approve the county vouchers.  O 

D seconded.  Motion carried.  The clerk was instructed to draw warrants on the treasurer 

chargeable to the various funds of the county for the following amounts: 

 

  General…………………………………..........252,465.08 

  Road & Bridge……………………………......166,975.27 

                        Airport……………………………………...……2,837.17 

                        Noxious Weed…………………………............22,040.61  

                        Insurance Agency………………………...……71,555.81   

                        Alcoholic Treatment………………………..……..237.50               

  SV Co Comm Health…………………….........25,849.35 

                        Capital Projects (LEC)…………………….….172,870.78 

                        Sheriff Bequest……………………………….…..-400.60 

 

O D moved to change the November 4th meeting to November 3
rd

 and the November 18
th

 

meeting to November 24
th

, 2008.  Dave seconded.  Motion carried.  

 

Dave moved to go into executive session with Tom Fuhrmann for legal issues for 15 minutes 

from 9:07am – 9:22am with Legal Counsel, Bob Johnson, present.  O D seconded.  Motion 

carried.  Meeting reconvened at 9:22am. 

 

J C Cantrell came in to inform the Commissioners he needs another Resolution for KDOT- 

Warren Bowers.  Bob Johnson will prepare the resolution for the next meeting. 

 

Jeff and Jo Cox came in to discuss paving the remainder of Road 14.  Due to the increase in 

traffic and high usage of Road 14, they were asking if the county would finish paving the 

remaining part of the first mile.   



 

Commissioners decided to discuss the situation and get back with them at a later date. 

 

Tony McBride came in to have an agreement signed between Stevens County, as owner, and 

McBride Construction, as Construction Manager of the Pioneer Manor Care Home project. 

 

He informed them that EBH & Associates Consulting Engineering needs to drill a test hole for 

the geothermal system.  The architects need to have the correct location marked by September 

15, 2008. 

 

Ted Heaton came in to inform the Commissioners what was going on at the Sheriff’s 

Department. 

 

Robert Rich came in to discuss the air conditioning at the Wellness Center.  One of the units has 

a compressor damaged due to low voltage.  The Commissioners decided to check into the 

situation and discuss the matter at the next meeting on September 16, 2008. 

 

Mark St Peter with Nex-Tech came in to follow up on the task program the county purchased 

from them.   

 

He talked about the proposal for the upgrade on the AS400 for 2009.  He explained the different 

models that we need to purchase.  Bids will be taken in October. 

 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk                              ________________________________ 

                  Dave Bozone, Chairman 

 

 

 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

SEPTEMBER 16, 2008 

 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with all members present.  Also 

present were Bob Johnson, County Counselor, and Pam Bensel, County Clerk.  Chairman Dave 

Bozone called meeting to order. O D moved to approve the minutes of the last meeting.  Gary 

seconded.  Motion carried.  O D moved to approve the county vouchers.  Gary seconded.  

Motion carried.  The clerk was instructed to draw warrants on the treasurer chargeable to the 

various funds of the county for the following amounts: 

 

  General…………………………………..........74,396.88 

  Road & Bridge………………………………...15,806.35 

                        Building…………………………………..……12,097.28 

                        Noxious Weed……………………….……...........521.37                  

  SV Co Comm Health…………………...…........5,194.80 

 

Paula Rowden sent a letter requesting the Commissioners approval for two additional credit 

cards for the Stevens County Health Department.  Due to conflicts in meetings, at times there is 

more than one individual that needs to use the credit card at the same time.   

 

O D moves to allow Paula get two more credit cards for Jola and Bridget.  Gary seconded.  

Motion carried. 

 

Dave moved to appoint O D as the voting delegate for KWORCC.  Gary seconded.  Motion 

carried. 

 

O D moved to appoint Gary as alternate voting delegate for KWORCC.  Dave seconded.  Motion 

carried. 

 

Tom Smith and Koleen Nosekabel came in to discuss storage space for old cases and requesting 

the vault in the basement. 

 

The Commissioners asked Tom about the security cameras for the court system.  He says they 

are waiting on the Sheriff’s Department to get into the new Law Enforcement Center.  Dave is 

going to check into which Security Company is being used for the new building. 



 

J C Cantrell came in to discuss Road 14.  The Commissioners requested counters on Roads 14, 8 

& 9.  They decided with the amount of traffic on these roads it does not justify paving the 

remainder of the mile on Road 14.  

 

Dave Eckert with the Masonic Lodge came in to discuss the dedication ceremony for a plaque to 

the Law Enforcement Center on Saturday, October 4 at 10:00am.  Dave Bozone is giving a tour 

of the building after the ceremony.  Dave Eckert asked if they could set up 25 chairs in front of 

the building for the ceremony. 

 

Ted Heaton came in to inform the Commissioners that he had two of the new pickups and will be 

receiving the other one at a later date.   

 

The Commissioners asked Ted about the security cameras for the new Law Enforcement Center.  

He said the same company will be doing both the court system and the Law Enforcement Center. 

 

Doris Morris and June Trentham came in to discuss the possibility of retirement cottages next to 

the care home.  The Commissioners felt this would be a great idea and agreed to consider it 

during the platting of the land. 

 

Pete Earles came in with a preliminary plat on the SE 15-33-37, east of town.  The 

Commissioners talked about the size of lots, sewer, water, electrical and streets for this area. 

 

The Commissioners discussed the 2009 holiday list.  A decision will be made at a later time. 

 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk                              ________________________________ 

                  Dave Bozone, Chairman 

 

 

 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

OCTOBER 6, 2008 

 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with all members present.  Also 

present were Bob Johnson, County Counselor, and Pam Bensel, County Clerk.  Chairman Dave 

Bozone called the meeting to order. O D moved to approve the minutes of the last meeting.  Gary 

seconded.  Motion carried.  O D moved to approve the county vouchers.  Gary seconded.  

Motion carried.  The clerk was instructed to draw warrants on the treasurer chargeable to the 

various funds of the county for the following amounts: 

 

  General…………………………………..........235,231.39 

  Road & Bridge……………………………......115,288.54 

                        Building……………………………………….290,721.38 

                        Airport……………………………………...……2,837.17 

                        Noxious Weed…………………………............12,105.36  

                        Library………………………………………...107,798.00                       

                        Alcoholic Treatment………………………..….…..237.50               

  SV Co Comm Health……………………..........34,920.14 

                        911 Land Line…………………………………......777.24 

                        Capital Projects……………………………….270,519.99 

 

Robert Rich came in to talk about the bill from Lin Goode & Co.  He brought in a warranty on 

the air conditioning units that were bought for the Wellness Center.  Lin Goode was asked to  

come in.  He explained that with the low voltage problem, the warranty would not cover this. 

 

O D moved to appoint Dave as the voting delegate for KCAMP.  Gary seconded.  Motion 

carried. 

 

O D moved to appoint Gary as alternate voting delegate for KCAMP.  Dave seconded.  Motion 

carried. 

 



Dave moved to go into executive session for non elected personnel for 15 minutes from 9:25am 

– 9:40am with Legal Counsel, Bob Johnson, present.  Gary seconded.  Motion carried.  Meeting 

reconvened at 9:40am. 

 

J C came in to give a report on the counters that were placed on Road 14, 8 and 9.  He says over 

a 24 hour period the traffic on Road 14 was 43 vehicles, Road 8 was 79 vehicles and Road 9 was 

104 vehicles.   

 

The Commissioners felt at this time there is not a need to blacktop the remaining 1 mile of Road 

14. 

 

J C asked if he could purchase 2 motor graders.  O D moved to allow J C to pursue bids on 2 

motor graders.  Gary seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Ted Heaton and Rex Evans came in to ask about the shelving for storage and the evidence room, 

medical supplies for the jail medical room and the remaining furniture needed.  The 

Commissioners said to get bids. 

 

Mike Schechter brought in a questionnaire from the State that he needed answers from the 

Commissioners.  

 

Kim Harper came in to discuss the proposed taxiway for the airport.  There was discussion of gas 

lines being moved to comply with the Federal regulations. 

 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk                              ________________________________ 

                  Dave Bozone, Chairman 

 

 

 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

OCTOBER 21, 2008 

 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with all members present.  Also 

present were Bob Johnson, County Counselor, and Pam Bensel, County Clerk.  Chairman Dave 

Bozone called meeting to order. O D moved to approve the minutes of the last meeting.  Gary 

seconded.  Motion carried.  O D moved to approve the county vouchers.  Gary seconded.  

Motion carried.  The clerk was instructed to draw warrants on the treasurer chargeable to the 

various funds of the county for the following amounts: 

 

  General…………………………………..........52,004.41 

  Road & Bridge……………………………….....5,658.96 

                        SV Co Comm Health…………………...….......6,368.79 

 

O D moved to approve the holiday list as presented.  Gary seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Ray Hoggatt with Exxon Mobil came in to discuss intersection Road 12 (Evans road) and Road 

D (2
nd

 Street Road).  He asked if there could be a solution worked out for this intersection.  He 

presented several ideas.  The Commissioners suggested that J C Cantrell, Road & Bridge 

Supervisor and Ted Heaton, Sheriff go to the site and bring back some suggestions.  They 

decided that the other intersection Road 20 (Moscow/Hooker Road) and Road D (2
nd

 Street 

Road) needs to be looked into also. 

 

J C came in to open bids for 2 2008 motor graders.  We had 2 bids come in. 

            Foley Tractor – 2008 Caterpillars 140M    (each)  $127,156.27 with 2 trade ins  

            1998 Cat 160H Motor Grader VIN#9EJ00571 

            1999 Cat 160H Motor Grader VIN#9EJ00710                                                                                                

            (Frank Martin)                                          Total      $254,312.54 

 

            John Deere – 2008 John Deere 770D (each) $125,466.00 with 2 trade ins 

            1998 Cat 160H Motor Grader VIN#9EJ00571 

            1999 Cat 160H Motor Grader VIN#9EJ00710 

            (Ron McFarlane)                               Total    $250,933.00 

 



O D moved to take low bid from John Deere of $250,933.00.  Gary seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Bids were opened for an AS400 computer system for the courthouse.   

                  Brent Gustin with Infinitec came in to present a bid from Infinitec.  The cost was       

                  $26,465.00 plus extras if wanted 

 

                  Mark St Peter with Nextech came in to present a bid from Nextech.  The cost was  

                  $20,000.00 plus extras if wanted 

 

Kim Harper and Harry Bartel came in to open bids for an Aviation Fuel System-New 100 LL 

and Jet ‘A’ Aviation Fuel Facility at the airport.  There were only two bids received at the time 

of bid opening 11:00 am.  One bid was received late at 11:30 am.  Both bids include site 

preparation, 12,000 gallon (1) 100LL, 12,000 gallon (1) Jet ‘A’ and test existing gas line 

 

          Owens Welding and Custom Fabrication-A J Owens from Hugoton, KS-bid was: 

                                      $307,030.80 with an alternate bid of $333,380.80 

 

          BRB Contractors, Inc from Topeka, KS- bid was: 

                                      $430,000.00 with an alternate bid of $479,000.00 

 

The bid that was sent in late came from BroCon, Inc-Danny Osborn from Albuquerque, NM. 

 

A decision will be by the Airport board at a later date. 

 

Pete Earles came in and presented preliminary plans for the SE 15-33-37, east of town.  He is to 

check into the cost for water and sewer at the site. 

 

Tony McBride, Joel Krosschell with EBH & Associates,  Robin Sullivan-Hospital/Care Home 

Board President, Vincent Mancini and Ashley Fiss-Architects for the new care home facility 

came in and presented preliminary plans of the platting for the new Pioneer Manor/Care Home 

facility.  There was discussion of the drainage, electrical lines, roads and the possibility of 

moving a water line.  

 

Joyce Baughman came in to discuss being an applicant for a Hospital board member.  She was 

asked what she felt about the hospital and how she could be an asset to the Hospital if appointed.   

 

There will be more interviews before making a decision. 

 

 O D moved to appoint Gary as the voting delegate for KAC.  Dave seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Dave moved to appoint O D as alternate voting delegate for KAC.  Gary seconded.  Motion 

carried. 

 

Guy Rowden came in to discuss a few situations for the courthouse. 

                Carolyn asked for a bulletin board to put on the second floor in the West corner of   

                Hallway-Commissioners agree to allow this purchase 

                 

                Need to move fuse boxes away from East wall in boiler room-Commissioners agreed  

                to allow Guy to move the fuse boxes away from the wall 

 

                Flags will be bought when needed and on sale 

 

                South roof ledge on Memorial Hall needs recovered so it doesn’t leak-Commissioners    

                agreed to allow Guy to fix the roof ledge 

 

                Pop machine/vending machine in courthouse-Commissioners didn’t feel this was  

                necessary 

 

                Storage problem/build above kitchen-Commissioners informed Guy that part of the                       

                Law Enforcement Center basement for storage 

                  

                Cement/ Memorial Hall-north step and east step/ramp and fix curbs and sidewalk   

                area-Commissioners agreed to allow Guy get bids to have this fixed 

 

                Snow removal-Commissioners agreed to use the equipment the County already has 



 

Gene Leonard was asked to come in.  The Commissioners asked if there was an increase of tires 

being brought into the landfill.  Gene feels there is problem. 

 

Ted Heaton and Rex Evans came in to discuss shelving and desks for the Law Enforcement 

Center.  He is waiting for bids to come in from four different companies. 

 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk                              ________________________________ 

                  Dave Bozone, Chairman 

 

 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

OCTOBER 27, 2008 

                                                                      

A special meeting was called by Dave Bozone, Chairman of the County Commissioners at 

4:00pm on October 27, 2008 to discuss the shelving and storage situation.  Commissioner Dave 

Bozone, Gary Baker and O D Littrell were present.  Also present was Pam Bensel, County Clerk. 

 

Ted Heaton, Rex Evans and Connie Gold came in to discuss the shelving and storage situation 

for the Courthouse and Law Enforcement Center. 

 

The Commissioners talked about the shelving at Alan Bultman’s business.  They asked Ted to 

get bids from different suppliers for the shelving and furniture needed at the Law Enforcement 

Center.    

 

The Commissioners adjourned and everyone went to the Law Enforcement Center to check out 

the shelving for the storage situation.  

             

 By motion the Board adjourned. 

 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk                              ________________________________ 

                  Dave Bozone, Chairman 

 

 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

NOVEMBER 3, 2008 

 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with all members present.  Also 

present were Bob Johnson, County Counselor, and Pam Bensel, County Clerk.  Chairman Dave 

Bozone called the meeting to order. O D moved to approve the minutes of the last meeting.  Gary 

seconded.  Motion carried.  Dave moved to approve the county vouchers.  O D seconded.  

Motion carried.  The clerk was instructed to draw warrants on the treasurer chargeable to the 

various funds of the county for the following amounts: 

 

  General…………………………………................218,751.82 

  Road & Bridge……………………………............179,137.90 

                        Building………………………………………………...512.00                         

                        Airport……………………………………...………..2,837.17 

                        Noxious Weed………………………….................... 8,152.81                                 

  SV Co Comm Health……………………................32,532.12 

                        911 Land Line…………………………………............777.24 

                        Capital Projects(LEC)…………………………….227,580.14 

 

Roger Lynch came in to inform the Commissioners of a meeting on November 20 at the City 

Council office at 7:00 pm on a hearing for Abengoa to change the land from agriculture to 

conditional use.  

 

The Commissioners discussed with Roger about the regulations on the amount of acres for a 

septic tank. 

 

J C came in to discuss with the Commissioners of the cost to put flashing lights at the corners of 

Road D and Road 12 and Road D and Road 20.  The cost plus freight would be $8,290.00.   

 



Ted Heaton came in to discuss the bids for the shelving at the LEC building.  He will bring in the 

bids he receives on the November 24
th

 meeting. 

 

Kim Harper, Curtis Houser with Kirkham Michael, Harry Bartel and A J Owens came in to 

discuss the bids for the airport project. 

 

O D moved to accept the bid From Owens Welding and Custom Fabrication for the Airport 

project-Aviation Fuel System in the amount of $307,030.80.  Gary seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Alejandra Juarez the county’s Blue Cross- Blue Shield representative presented the new proposal 

for the county’s 2009 health insurance.  The Commissioners will decide at a later date. 

 

Terry Jordan came in to discuss the towers and guide lines that are under 200’.  The ones less 

than 200’ don’t have to have lights on them.  Terry asked the Commissioners if they had any 

suggestions in this situation. 

 

Gary moved to appoint Joyce Baughman to the Hospital Board to replace Robin Sullivan starting 

January 1, 2009.  O D seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk                              ________________________________ 

                  Dave Bozone, Chairman 

 

 

 BOARD OF CANVASSERS MEETING 

NOVEMBER 7, 2008 

 

The Board of Canvassers met at 9:00am to canvass the votes from the November 4, 2008 

General Election.  Present were Dave Bozone, O D Littrell, Susan Schulte and Pam Bensel.   

 

There were 60 Provisional Ballots but only 50 were counted.  These ballots did not change the 

outcome of the election of the first count.  The 10 ballots did not meet approval with the law of 

the Kansas Statue. 

 

Dave moved to go into executive session with O D for non elected personnel for 10 minutes 

from 10:17am to 10:27am.   O D seconded.  Motion carried.  Meeting reconvened at 10:27am. 

 

Dave moved to accept the bid from Nextech for an AS400 computer system for the courthouse at 

a cost of $32,500.00.  O D seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk                              ________________________________ 

                  Dave Bozone, Chairman 

 

 

 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

NOVEMBER 24, 2008 

 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with Dave Bozone and O D Littrell 

present.  Also present were Bob Johnson, County Counselor, and Pam Bensel, County Clerk.  

Chairman Dave Bozone called the meeting to order. O D moved to approve the minutes of the 

last meeting.  Dave seconded.  Motion carried.  Dave moved to approve the county vouchers.  O 

D seconded.  Motion carried.  The clerk was instructed to draw warrants on the treasurer 

chargeable to the various funds of the county for the following amounts: 

 

  General…………………………………................66,899.86 

  Road & Bridge……………………………............13,586.92 

                        Building………………………………………….159,053.88                         

                        Noxious Weed…………………………...................2,583.81  

                        Alcoholic Treatment…………………………….……237.50                                

  SV Co Comm Health……………………................9,714.52 

                        911 Land Line…………………………………..........777.24 



                        Emp P/R Misc W/H……………………………...…….94.56 

 

J C Cantrell came in to discuss the safety issues on the intersection of Rd D and Rd 12 and Rd D 

and Rd 20.  REA will help with the cost of the electric lines.  The cost will be $6,778.00.  No 

decision was made at this time. 

 

J C brought in a quote from John Deere for a 2009 John Deere 7330 Standard Tractor for a price 

of $62,914.32. 

 

O D moved to accept the quote from John Deere in the amount f $62,914.32 for a 2009 John 

Deere 7330 Standard Tractor.  Dave seconded.  Motion carried.  Motion carried. 

 

Ted Heaton came in to discuss the quote for updating the phone system from Pioneer 

Communications at the Law Enforcement Center for a price of $23,909.80.   

 

O D moved to accept the quote for $23,909.80 to update the phone system at the Law 

Enforcement Center.  Dave seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Dave moved to accept the change order to add the jail cell ID numbers to the computer system 

for the Law Enforcement Center.  O D seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Two bids were brought in on soil boring for the new long term care facility site at 17
th

 and Main. 

                 Terracon Consultants - $5,750.00 to $6,250.00 

                 Allied Laboratories - $7,500.00 

 

O D moved to accept the bid from Terracon, Consultants with bid not to exceed more than 

$6,250.00.  Dave seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Roger Lynch came in to discuss the amount of acres required for septic systems within the 

county. 

 

Todd Gayer came in with a bill for the bathhouse to check if the County was going to help with 

the cost.  (In the January 22, 2008  Commissioner minutes, Gary moved to offer up to 

$150,000.00 to the Hugoton Recreation Board for a new bath house plus the deed to the land for 

the swimming pool and any future funding will require the board to come back in to a 

Commissioners meeting.  O D seconded.  Motion carried.)  Dave agreed to deliver the check for 

$150,000.00 at this time, pursuant to the previous action of the board. 

 

Jack Rowden and Phillip Willis came in for the Cemetery Board to update the Commissioners on 

the cemetery finances and work they need to have done.  They also discussed the bill incurred 

from Road & Bridge for asphalt and street work. 

 

Dave moved to forgive the bill from the Road & Bridge for work done at the Hugoton Cemetery.  

O D seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Dave moved to go into executive session with Dr Rodrick Heger for non elected personnel for 15 

minutes from 11:17am to 11:32am with County Counsel, Robert Johnson present.   O D 

seconded.  Motion carried.  No action was taken.  Meeting reconvened at 11:32am. 

 

Tom Fuhrmann and Connie Gold came in to talk about splitting the real estate and minerals for 

tax purposes.  The Commissioners felt this should continue to help the tax payers.  Tom says 

they will decide who will do the splitting at a later time. 

 

Pat LeClerc came in to discuss the contract the County has with Group Benefits.  The booklet, 

which is handed out to new employees, that is supplied by Group Benefits needs updated with 

the new state regulations. 

 

Mike Schechter came in to discuss the transporting of patients in bad weather.  He feels this 

would endanger the patients. 

 

O D moved to adopt Resolution 08-10 for the Landfill Management Plan.  Dave seconded.  

Motion carried. 

 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

 



Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk                              ________________________________ 

                  Dave Bozone, Chairman 

 

 

 

 COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

NOVEMBER 26, 2008 

                                                                      

A special meeting was called by Dave Bozone, Chairman of the County Commissioners at 

7:00pm on November 26, 2008 to discuss the shelving and storage situation.  Commissioner 

Dave Bozone, Gary Baker and O D Littrell were present.  Also present was Pam Bensel, County 

Clerk. 

 

Ted Heaton came in to discuss change orders for the Law Enforcement Center.  The changes are: 

 

 Add telephone locations (3 phones)                           $  9,932.00 

 Change cell door numbers (computer)                       $     985.00 

 Paint numbers on cell door     $     326.00 

 Change padded cell door (option #1)                         $  2,962.00 

 Glazing for above (if no additional trip required)      $     125.00 

 Overhead and contractor fee if all accepted   $  2,866.00 

                                                                                                 $17,196.00 

 

Gary moved to accept the following numbers on the change order – 2, 3, 4, 5 & 6 (which is 

subject to change if #1 is not accepted) for the Law Enforcement Center. 

 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk                              ________________________________ 

                  Dave Bozone, Chairman 

 

 

  COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

DECEMBER 2, 2008 

 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with all members present.  Also 

present were Bob Johnson, County Counselor, and Pam Bensel, County Clerk.  Chairman Dave 

Bozone called the meeting to order. O D moved to approve the minutes of the last meeting.  

Dave seconded.  Motion carried.  Dave moved to approve the county vouchers.  Gary seconded.  

Motion carried.  The clerk was instructed to draw warrants on the treasurer chargeable to the 

various funds of the county for the following amounts: 

 

  General…………………………………................181,970.01 

  Road & Bridge……………………………............116,126.80 

                        Building…………………………………………….14,647.50 

                        Airport…………………………………………..…-15,391.21                        

                        Noxious Weed…………………………....................8,029.57  

                        Alcoholic Treatment………………………………..…237.50                                

  SV Co Comm Health……………………...............23,565.22 

                        Capital Projects (LEC)……………………………140,817.23 

 

Dave gave an update on the 3 telephone locations and 2 televisions for the Law Enforcement 

Center.  The original cost to install these items was $9,932.00.  The Commissioners agreed to 

have these installed if the cost could be installed for $5,000.00 or less.  Dave will talk to the 

company. 

 

Connie Gold gave the Commissioners a Statement of Condition as of November 30, 2008.  She 

checked at the banks and they assured her that the County’s money is secure. 

 

J C Cantrell came in to update the Commissioners on the Road and Bridge projects. 

 

O D moved to go into executive session with J C for non elected personnel for 10 minutes from 

9:35am to 9:45am with County Counsel, Robert Johnson present.   Dave seconded.  Motion 

carried.   

 



Ted Heaton came in to discuss the shelving and furniture at the Law Enforcement Center. 

 

Dave moved to go into executive session on real estate acquisition and attorney/client related 

issues for 20 minutes from 10:45am to 11:05am with County Counsel, Robert Johnson present.   

Gary seconded.  Motion carried.  Meeting reconvened at 11:05am. 

 

O D moved to go back into executive session on real estate acquisition and attorney/client related 

issues for another 10 minutes from 11:05am to 11:15.  Dave seconded.  Motion carried.  Meeting 

reconvened at 11:15am. 

 

An employee of Russell Childhood Development delivered cookies to the Commissioners in 

appreciation for the County’s support in their program. 

 

O D moved to have J C continue with the flashing red lights on the intersection of Road D and 

Road 20 and Road D and Road 12.  Gary seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk                              ________________________________ 

                  Dave Bozone, Chairman 

 

 

  COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

DECEMBER 5, 2008 

 

A special meeting was called by Dave Bozone, Chairman of the County Commissioners at 

4:00pm on December 5, 2008 to discuss the electrical system at the Law Enforcement Center.  

Commissioner Dave Bozone, Gary Baker and O D Littrell were present.  Also present was Pam 

Bensel, County Clerk. 

 

O D started the discussion of the Pioneer Manor van/activity bus.  There are problems with it 

over heating when they load and unload patients.  No decision made at this time. 

 

Dave moved to appoint Danny Skinner as Banner Township Trustee for the Cemetery Board. 

 

Dave received a different quote for putting in the 3 telephones and 2 televisions at the Law 

Enforcement Center.  If they choose to use Davis Electric instead of Simplex then the amount 

would be $6,318.00. 

 

Dave informed the other Commissioners that Bob Johnson talked to Sarah Steele and the bonds 

that were bought from Citizens State Bank for the Law Enforcement Center cannot be paid off 

early. 

 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk                              ________________________________ 

                  Dave Bozone, Chairman 

 

 

 

  COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

DECEMBER 16, 2008 

 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with all members present.  Also 

present were Bob Johnson, County Counselor, Pam Bensel, County Clerk and Susan Schulte, 

acting secretary.  Chairman Dave Bozone called the meeting to order. Dave moved to approve 

the minutes of the last meeting.  O D seconded.  Motion carried.  O D moved to approve the 

county vouchers.  Gary seconded.  Motion carried.  The clerk was instructed to draw warrants on 

the treasurer chargeable to the various funds of the county for the following amounts: 

 

  General…………………………………................39,444.99 

  Road & Bridge……………………………............18,962.38 

                        Building……………………………………………33,760.32 

                        Noxious Weed…………………………......................588.23  

  SV Co Comm Health……………………................2,238.29 



                        911 Land Line…………………………………….…..777.24 

                        Capital Projects (LEC)…………………………..... 4,955.04 

 

Robert Rich came in to present the evaluations for the Wellness Center employees. 

 

J C Cantrell came in to present the evaluations for the Road & Bridge employees.   

O D moved to go back into executive session for non elected personnel for 20 minutes from 

9:32am to 9:52am with County Counsel, Robert Johnson present.  Dave seconded.  Motion 

carried.  Meeting reconvened at 9:52am. 

 

J C informed the Commissioners that he had ordered the lights for the intersection of Road D and 

Road 12 and Road D and Road 20.  They agreed to put a yard light at each intersection at a cost 

of $190.00 each.  REA will be setting the poles and the City of Hugoton agreed to hang the lights 

for the County. 

 

Ted Heaton came in to visit with the Commissioners about the shelving.  O D moved to purchase 

31 Gorilla shelves from Sams Club in Garden City for the Law Enforcement Center evidence 

room.  Gary seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Paula Rowden presented the evaluations for the Community Health employees.   

 

Paula also discussed the progress of the Health Department. 

 

Tony McBride came in to discuss the progress on the new Pioneer Manor project.  They 

discussed the bonding options for the project. 

 

Gene Leonard came in to discuss the state regulations on water testing and the required changes 

to the pit. 

 

O D moved to go back into executive session for non elected personnel for 15 minutes from 

11:10am to 11:25am with County Counsel, Robert Johnson present.  Dave seconded.  Motion 

carried.  Meeting reconvened at 11:25am. 

 

Don Trentham, Glen Gaskill, Jeff Ramsey, John Akers, Brent Betsworth, Rick Schroeder and 

Tony Hall came in on behalf of the golf course.  They were asked for more financial support to 

expand the golf course on the west side to create an additional nine holes.  No decision was made 

at this time. 

 

Felicia Moreland and Eloise Trujillo came in to discuss Felicia’s termination at the Pioneer 

Manor. 

 

Mike Schechter came in to discuss transporting patients out of town in inclement weather. 

 

O D moved to go back into executive session for land acquisition for 20 minutes from 2:45pm to 

3:05pm with County Counsel, Robert Johnson present.  Dave seconded.  Motion carried.  

Meeting reconvened at 3:05pm. 

 

Dave moved to hire Bob Johnson as County Counselor for 2009.  O D seconded.  Motion 

carried. 

 

O D moved to give all county employees a 4% cost of living raise.  Gary seconded.  Motion 

carried. 

 

Dave moved to accept merit raises for the following employees. 

           Noxious Weed/ Landfill –Phillip Willis, Danny Skinner, Jim Miller and Heather Olivier- 

           4% cost of living plus $1.00 merit raise 

 

            Road & Bridge-Steve Campbell-4% cost of living plus 2% merit 

                                      Jimmie Cerecero-4% cost of living plus 1% merit 

                                      Gina Payne-4% cost of living plus 1% merit 

                                      Wesley Regensberg-4% cost of living plus 1.5% merit 

                                      Roger Willis-4% cost of living plus 1% merit 

 

             Wellness Center-Mike Rickman-$1.00 per hour raise 

Gary seconded.  Motion carried.  



 

 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk                              ________________________________ 

                  Dave Bozone, Chairman 

          

         

  COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

DECEMBER 29, 2008 

 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with all members present.  Also 

present were Bob Johnson, County Counselor and Pam Bensel, County Clerk.  Chairman Dave 

Bozone called the meeting to order. Dave moved to approve the minutes of the last meeting.  O 

D seconded.  Motion carried.  O D moved to approve the county vouchers.  Dave seconded.  

Motion carried.  The clerk was instructed to draw warrants on the treasurer chargeable to the 

various funds of the county for the following amounts: 

 

  General…………………………………................46,094.92 

  Road & Bridge……………………………...........279,539.31 

                        Building……………………………………………36,030.00 

                        Noxious Weed…………………………...................1,039.17  

                        Insurance Agency…………………………..……119,166.00 

  SV Co Comm Health……………………...................775.50 

                        Capital Projects (LEC)…………………………... 94,740.05 

                        Employee’s P/R Misc W/H………………………….…34.32 

 

O D moved to go into executive session for land acquisition and contract negotiation for 18 

minutes from 8:42am to 9:00am with County Counsel, Robert Johnson present.  Dave seconded.  

Motion carried.  Meeting reconvened at 9:00am. 

 

O D moved to go into executive session for non elected personnel for 10 minutes from 9:25am to 

9:35am with Ted Heaton and County Counsel, Robert Johnson present.  Dave seconded.  Motion 

carried.  Meeting reconvened at 9:35am. 

 

J C Cantrell came in to discuss roads in the county.  He informed the Commissioners that he has 

received the lights for the two intersections. 

 

Tom Fuhrmann presented the evaluations for the employees in the appraiser’s office.   

 

Tom explained that he had failed to do a three month evaluation for the new employee in the 

appraiser’s office.  He asked to make up the difference in pay at this time.  The amount would be 

$684.00 from July thru November.   

 

Gary moved to approve the amount $684.00 for the employee in the appraiser’s office.  O D 

seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Gene Leonard took bids for the re-sloping of the sides on a new landfill pit.  The bids were from: 

 

                     Pete Woods Excavating from Ulysses-$6,400.00 (unless it takes less time than  

                     estimated) $6,400.00 

  

                     Jim Wilson Crane Service from Ulysses-$4,960.00 

 

                     Metcalf Trucking, Inc from Ulysses-$15,000.00  

                       

Gary moved to accept the bid from Pete Woods Excavating from Ulysses because of a solid bid 

of $6,400.00 maximum and less if hours required is less.  O D seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Gene Leonard presented an encumbrance letter for the Landfill of $18,500.00.  Gary moved to 

approve the encumbrance letter.  O D seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Pat LeClerc with Group Benefit Specialists came in to present a sample of the 2009 Benefit Plan 

Renewal booklet for Stevens County Employees. 

 



Robert Rich presented an encumbrance letter for the Wellness Center in the amount of $6,144.20 

and Community Services in the amount of $10,200.00.  Dave moved to approve the 

encumbrance letters.  O D seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Susan Schulte presented an encumbrance letter for the GIS Department in the amount of 

$2,040.00.  Dave moved to approve the encumbrance letter.  O D seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Dave moved to continue paying Bob Johnson the same for County Counselor plus the 4% cost of 

living raise.  O D seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk                              ________________________________ 

                  Dave Bozone, Chairman 

 

 

 

 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

JANUARY 6, 2009 

 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with all members present.  Also 

present were Bob Johnson, County Counselor and Pam Bensel, County Clerk.  Chairman Dave 

Bozone called the meeting to order.  Dave moved to approve the minutes of the last meeting.  O D 

seconded.  Motion carried.  O D moved to approve the county vouchers.  Dave seconded.  Motion 

carried.  The clerk was instructed to draw warrants on the Treasurer chargeable to the various 

funds of the county for the following amounts: 

 

                                 General…………………………….………..185,259.21  

                                 Road & Bridge…………………………….....75,768.49 

                                 Airport…………………………………………2,837.17 

                                 Services for Elderly………………………...111,312.50 

                                 Building…………………………………….304,512.80 

                                 Employees Benefit…………………………135,963.00 

                                 Noxious Weed………………………………...5,570.85 

                                 Community Health…………………………..21,205.09 

                                 Capital Projects (LEC)……………………..…2,717.28 

                                 Fire Bequest…………………………………….354.16 

 

Gary moved to appoint Dave Bozone as Chairman.  O D seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Gary moved to appoint O D Littrell as Vice Chairman.  Dave seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

O D moved to appoint the Hugoton Hermes as the official newspaper for Stevens County.  Gary 

seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

O D moved to have Citizens State Bank as the bank depository for Stevens County.  Gary 

seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

O D moved to have First National Bank as secondary depository for Stevens County.  Gary 

seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Gary moved to change the meeting days and time to be the 1
st
 and 3

rd
 Mondays at 8:30am unless 

Monday is a county holiday then the meeting will be on Tuesday.  O D seconded.  Motion 

carried. 

 

Pam Bensel, County Clerk presented the GAAP waiver Resolution 09-01 to be approved and 

signed.  Dave moved to adopt the GAAP Resolution 09-01.  O D seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Tony Martin presented a list of the 2009 Fair Board Members.  Dave moved to approve the Fair 

Board Members presented.  O D seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Tony discussed some of the fairground projects they were going work on for 2009.    

 



Tom Fuhrmann faxed an encumbrance letter for the Appraiser’s office in the amount of $4,839.00 

for a new printer.  O D moved to approve the encumbrance letter for the Appraiser’s office.  Gary 

seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

J C Cantrell brought in a contract with Pioneer Electric Coop in the amount of $4,248.00 for a line 

extension and electric service/single-phase at intersections of Road D and Road 20 and Road D 

and Road 12.  Dave moved to accept the contract with Pioneer Electric Coop for an amount of 

$4,248.00.  O D seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

J C discussed graveling Road 6. 

 

Dave moved to go into executive session for contract related issues for 30 minutes from 10:00am 

to 10:30am with County Counsel, Robert Johnson present.  O D seconded.  Motion carried.  

Meeting reconvened at 10:30am. 

 

Dave moved to accept and execute the contract with Gibson, Mancini, Carmichael and Nelson 

from Garden City, KS on the new Pioneer Manor project.  Gary seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Dave Bozone gave an update on the new Law Enforcement Center project.  

 

Ted Heaton presented an encumbrance letter for the Sheriff’s office in the amount of $8,422.98.  

O D moved to approve the encumbrance letter for the Sheriff’s office.  Gary seconded.  Motion 

carried. 

 

Dave moved to go into executive session for non elected personnel for 10 minutes from 11:50am 

to 12:00am with County Counsel, Robert Johnson present.  O D seconded.  Motion carried.  

Meeting reconvened at 12:00. 

 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk                              ________________________________ 

                  Dave Bozone, Chairman 

 

                                 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

JANUARY 20, 2009 

 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with all members present.  Also 

present were Bob Johnson, County Counselor and Pam Bensel, County Clerk.  Chairman Dave 

Bozone called the meeting to order.  O D moved to approve the minutes of the last meeting.  Gary 

seconded.  Motion carried.  O D moved to approve the county vouchers.  Dave seconded.  Motion 

carried.  The clerk was instructed to draw warrants on the Treasurer chargeable to the various 

funds of the county for the following amounts: 

 

                                 General…………………………….………..179,086.27  

                                 Road & Bridge…………………………….....56,177.71 

                                 Fair………………………………………………..68.25 

                                 Airport…………………………………….....82,400.00 

                                 Building……………………………………...….495.37 

                                 Noxious Weed…………………………………..495.37 

                                 Library……………………………………...114,052.25 

                                 Alcoholic Treatment…………………………….237.50 

                                 Community Health…………………………....4,868.81 

                                 911 Land Line………………………………..…768.61 

 

Tom Fuhrmann came to discuss Jim Verner’s 2006 and 2007 oil & gas taxes.  Jim is contesting 

some of the statement values.  Tom will file the appeal to the Court of Tax Appeals in Topeka. 

 

O D moved to reappoint Mark Crawford, USD 210 Superintendent to the Southwest Regional 

Juvenile Detention Center Advisory Board.  Gary seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Phillip Willis came in to inform the Commissioners that the Landfill needs to incorporate 3.7 acres 

in the SW 10-33-37 already owned by the County, to pile dirt on.  Bob Johnson will notify the 

tenant. 

 



Ted Heaton brought in bids for furniture at the Law Enforcement Center.  The bids were from:  

              

               KS Correctional Industries from Topeka       $39,813.32 

               Liberal Office Machines from Liberal           $33,500.00 

 

Dave moved to accept the bid from Kansas Correctional Industries in the amount of $39,813.32 

based upon KS Correctional Industries having a complete bid and Liberal Office bid was a partial 

one using parts of the old furniture.  O D seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

J C Cantrell informed the Commissioners that the City of Hugoton put the light up at the 

intersection of Road 20 and Road D. 

 

Dave moved to go into executive session for land acquisition and litigation for 30 minutes from 

9:45am to 10:10am with County Counsel, Robert Johnson present.  O D seconded.  Motion 

carried.  Meeting reconvened at 10:10am. 

 

Cathy Wolters and Steve Rome with the Extension Council Board came in to inform the 

Commissioners since the last Extension agent left the State Extension Council Department has put 

a hiring freeze on throughout the state.  They are allowed to hire someone if they are transferring.  

They tried to get another agent but were unsuccessful.  They asked if the County would be willing 

to help support an agent.  The State agrees to pay a small amount for a new agent but not enough 

to hire one.  No decision was made at this time. 

 

Kim Harper came in with a map from FAA showing the restricted areas to not infringe on their 

guidelines with things such as communication towers. 

 

Mike Schechter and Rick Wolters came in to discuss the building at 424 S Jackson. 

 

O D moved to purchase the building at 424 S Jackson in the amount of $150,000 to house the 

Stevens County ambulances, training center and offices.  Gary seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Rick Wolters presented a quote for repairs to the ambulance building project in the amount of 

$31,734.14.   

 

O D moved to accept the contract with Wolters Construction, LLC to remodel the ambulance 

building for the purpose of housing the ambulances, training center and offices.  Gary seconded.  

Motion carried.  

 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk                              ________________________________ 

                  Dave Bozone, Chairman 

 

 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

FEBRUARY 2, 2009 

 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with all members present.  Also 

present were Bob Johnson, County Counselor and Pam Bensel, County Clerk.  Chairman Dave 

Bozone called the meeting to order.  O D moved to approve the minutes of the last meeting.  Gary 

seconded.  Motion carried.  O D moved to approve the county vouchers.  Dave seconded.  Motion 

carried.  The clerk was instructed to draw warrants on the Treasurer chargeable to the various 

funds of the county for the following amounts: 

 

                                 General…………………………….……….. 215,952.12 

                                 Road & Bridge……………………………....301,127.56 

                                 Fair…………………………………………....54,562.50 

                                 Airport…………………………………….....   2,837.17 

                                 Building……………………………………....33,876.00 

                                 Noxious Weed………………………………....6,407.24                                  

                                 Community Health…………………………...27,054.05 

                                 Capital Projects (LEC)………………………142,337.12 

                                 Employee’s P/R Misc W/H……………………2,160.00 

 



Paul Kitzke, County Attorney came in to inform the Commissioners what was going on with the 

court activities of his department. 

 

Paul agreed to allow Bob Johnson, County Counselor, approve the bills and sign the voucher 

listing on his behalf. 

 

Dave moved to have Bob Johnson, County Counselor approve the bills and sign the voucher 

listing.  O D seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

O D moved to go into executive session for contract negotiation and trade secrets for 20 minutes 

from 9:10am to 9:30am with County Counsel, Robert Johnson present.  Gary seconded.  Motion 

carried.  Meeting reconvened at 9:30am. 

 

Ted Heaton came in to discuss moving the 911 system from the old sheriff building to the new 

Law Enforcement Center.  This cost does not include the moving of the radios.  The bid amount 

was $15,500.00.  

 

J C Cantrell came in to discuss the 2008 Annual Report. 

 

There was some discussion on the county policy.  Bob is going to talk to the person from Lewis, 

Hooper and Dick that helped put the policy together. 

 

Matt Johnson came in to discuss the Pioneer Manor project.  There was discussion of time line and 

the amount of units in the plans. 

 

 By motion the Board adjourned.  

 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk                              ________________________________ 

                  Dave Bozone, Chairman 

 

  

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

FEBRUARY 17, 2009 

 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with all members present.  Also 

present were Bob Johnson, County Counselor and Pam Bensel, County Clerk.  Chairman Dave 

Bozone called the meeting to order.  O D moved to approve the minutes of the last meeting.  Gary 

seconded.  Motion carried.  O D moved to approve the county vouchers.  Gary seconded.  Motion 

carried.  The clerk was instructed to draw warrants on the Treasurer chargeable to the various 

funds of the county for the following amounts: 

 

                                 General…………………………….……….. 63,430.15 

                                 Road & Bridge……………………………....54,155.35                                                                   

                                 Building……………………………………....3,161.38 

                                 Noxious Weed………………………………..1,131.89 

                                 Alcoholic Treatment……………………………237.50 

                                 Diversion………………………………………..796.00                                  

                                 Community Health…………………………...2,126.29 

                                 911 Land Line………………………………..…768.61 

                                 Capital Projects (LEC)……………………..…7,821.75  

 

Dave moved to accept Resolution 09-02 stating A RESOLUTION ENDORSING 

TRANSPORTATION IMPROVEMENTS FOR STEVENS COUNTY, KANSAS CONCERNING 

THE ENACTMENT BY THE KANSAS LEGISLATURE OF A NEW STATE WIDE 

COMPREHENSIVE TRANSPORTATION PROGRAM.  O D seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Dave moved to go into executive session for trade secrets with WEKANDO for 30 minutes from 

9:10am to 9:40am with County Counsel, Robert Johnson and Neal Gillespie present.  Gary 

seconded.  Motion carried.  Meeting reconvened at 9:40am. 

 

Ted Heaton and Rex Evans brought in the final cost for the moving of the 911 system from the old 

Sheriff office to the new Law Enforcement Center at a cost of $4,017.70.  

 

Tony McBride came in to give an update on the new Pioneer Manor project. 

 



Tony informed the Commissioners that Joel with EBH and Assoc has finalized the engineering 

services on the street and utility improvements for the Pioneer Manor project.   

 

Alan Riney with Davis Electric came in with Tony McBride.  He talked about their business and 

the different jobs that they have worked on.  Tony asked to hire Davis Electric to do the electrical 

part of the Pioneer Manor. 

 

O D moved to allow Tony McBride to retain Davis Electric for the electrical portion of the Pioneer 

Manor project for pre-construction planning not to exceed $5,000.00.  Gary seconded.  Motion 

carried. 

 

Nancy Honig, Steve Rome and Cathy Wolters came in to ask the Commissioners if the county is 

still willing to help support an agent.  K-State Research and Extension has an agreement that needs 

to be signed by the County if they are in agreement.  

 

Gary moved to accept the Memorandum for Employment of Extension Agent with Increased 

Contribution by Local Extension Unit to help support a non transferring employee as an Extension 

Agent.  O D seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Lynn Ashmore with Pioneer Communications came in to explain how the security system would 

tie together between the Court System and Law Enforcement Center.  The estimate was $6,200.00. 

 

O D moved to accept the surveillance system from Pioneer Communications for new cameras, 

controller and labor at an approximate cost of $6,200.00. 

 

Guy Rowden came in to ask about getting Diebold of Liberal to do repairs on the vault doors in the 

Courthouse.  He will get estimates to present to the Commissioners. 

 

Guy asked about having the speakers in the Memorial Hall replaced.  He will get estimates to 

present to the Commissioners.   

 

J C Cantrell came in to give an update on the Road and Bridge Department. 

 

J C asked if he could update the computer system for the oil distributor unit #324 at a cost of 

$10,549.78. 

 

O D moved to allow the update on the computer system for the oil distributor in the amount of 

$10,549.78.  Gary seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Pete Earles with Earles Engineering came in with an updated plan for the SE 15-33-37, east of 

town. 

 

Paula Rowden came in with updates on the water damage to the storage building at the Landfill.  

She estimated $2,000.00 worth of damage to the contents in the building. 

 

Ted Heaton came in to inform the Commissioners that he was purchasing a new refrigerator, 

standup freezer and dishwasher from Sears for the Law Enforcement Center. 

 

Mike Schechter came in to discuss a code violation in the Memorial Hall.  O D will contact Guy to 

not lock the entrance/exit door into the Memorial Hall. 

 

Dave moved to go into executive session for possible litigation for 15 minutes from 2:40pm to 

2:55pm with County Counsel, Robert Johnson present.  O D seconded.  Motion carried.  Meeting 

reconvened at 2:55pm. 

 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk                              ________________________________ 

                  Dave Bozone, Chairman 

 

 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

MARCH 2, 2009 

 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with all members present.  Also 



present were Bob Johnson, County Counselor and Pam Bensel, County Clerk.  Chairman Dave 

Bozone called the meeting to order.  O D moved to approve the minutes of the last meeting.  Gary 

seconded.  Motion carried.  Gary moved to approve the county vouchers.  O D seconded.  Motion 

carried.  The clerk was instructed to draw warrants on the Treasurer chargeable to the various 

funds of the county for the following amounts: 

 

                                 General…………………………….………..207,708.03  

                                 Road & Bridge……………………………...172,433.62 

                                 Airport………………………………………...2,837.17                                                                   

                                 Building…………………………………….150,283.96 

                                 Noxious Weed…………………………….…..7,345.24 

                                 Alcoholic Treatment………………………….…237.50 

                                 Diversion………………………………………..977.72                                  

                                 Community Health…………………………..27,031.45 

                                 Capital Projects (LEC)………………………72,019.69 

 

O D moved to go into executive session for possible litigation for 30 minutes from 8:45am to 

9:15am with County Counsel, Robert Johnson present.  Gary seconded.  Motion carried.  Meeting 

reconvened at 9:15am. 

 

Joel McElroy with Artistic Flooring & Concrete Design out of Edmond, Ok came in to inform the 

Commissioners he had stripped all the flooring at the Law Enforcement Center and the contract is 

finalized.  He left some cleaning supplies for the janitor to use on the floor.   

 

Ted Heaton and Rex Evans came in to discuss the final stages of the Law Enforcement Center 

project. 

 

Ted asked if he could have an area behind the LEC with an impound fence.  Tony McBride gave 

him a quote for this project in the amount of $5,920.00. 

 

Ted brought in two quotes from Jeff Crawford with Yardmaster Lawn & Landscape for the Law 

Enforcement Center.  The amounts were:     $1,827.50 sod turf grass (fescue) only (4 areas) 

                                                                       $7,606.50 underground sprinkler system 

                                                                                        sod turf grass (fescue) (4 areas) 

                                                                                        landscape steel edging & fabric 

                                                                                        drip line installed  

                                                                                        shredded cedar mulch 

 

Dave moved to accept quote from Yardmaster in the amount of $7,606.50 for the underground 

sprinkler system and sod turf grass at the Law Enforcement Center.  Gary seconded.  Motion 

carried. 

                             

O D moved to accept the quote from Tony McBride to fence the area in the amount of $5,920.00. 

Gary seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

J C Cantrell came in to discuss the starting time of the Abengoa project. 

 

J C was asked if he would put a deer crossing sign west of Prairieola Grain Elevators on Road J. 

 

J C informed the Commissioners that he submitted a “Request for Construction Projects Using 

Recovery Funds 2009” to Larry Thompson, KDOT Engineer for District 6, to use for the Radio 

Tower Rd-7 miles overlay.  The request would probably be denied since the intentions for these 

monies are to create new jobs. 

 

Dax Gaskill, A J Owens, Tony McBride and Curtis Howser came in to discuss the aviation fuel 

system project at the airport.  Due to certain circumstances, Owens Welding is unable to purchase 

a performance bond and Tony McBride is willing to step in and become the contractor for the 

project with Owens Welding as the sub contractor.  The Airport board filled out a modification 

based on the Airport board agreement to use McBride Construction as the contractor and Owens 

Welding as the sub contractor. 

 

Gary moved to accept the modification based on the Airport board agreement with McBride 

Construction and Owens Welding.  O D seconded.  Motion carried. 

 



Dave moved to go into executive session for possible litigation for 15 minutes from 10:45am to 

11:00am with County Counsel, Robert Johnson present.  O D seconded.  Motion carried.  Meeting 

reconvened at 11:00am. 

 

Duane Cheney with Western Prairie RC&D, Sherri Martin, Kerri Morris-Supervisor for Soil 

Conservation and Neal Gillespie came in to update the Commissioners on the accomplishments of 

the organization for the counties.  Mr. Cheney invited the Commissioners to come to the next 

Santa Fe Trail RC&D meeting at Lakin. 

 

Alta Pettis came in to ask if the Commissioners knew of anyone that would be interested in being 

on the Silver Haired Legislative Committee.  They are asking for another volunteer from Stevens 

County.  Gary suggested asking Charlie Wagner. 

 

Guy Rowden presented an answer from Diebold on the vault doors.  Some of the pins need to be 

replaced and lift the doors so they will open/close correctly. 

 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk                              ________________________________ 

                  Dave Bozone, Chairman 

 

 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

MARCH 16, 2009 

 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with all members present.  Also 

present were Bob Johnson, County Counselor and Pam Bensel, County Clerk.  Chairman Dave 

Bozone called the meeting to order.  O D moved to approve the minutes of the last meeting.  Gary 

seconded.  Motion carried.  O D moved to approve the county vouchers.  Gary seconded.  Motion 

carried.  The clerk was instructed to draw warrants on the Treasurer chargeable to the various 

funds of the county for the following amounts: 

 

                                 General…………………………….……….401,172.20  

                                 Road & Bridge……………………………... 61,053.12 

                                 Building…………………………………….319,070.51 

                                 Noxious Weed…………………………….…..1,144.79 

                                 Hospital Maint……………………………...900,000.00 

                                 Community Health……………………………2,659.76 

                                 911 Land Line…………………………………..768.61 

 

Gary moved to allow any one of the three Commissioners to be able to sign paperwork for the crop 

insurance and government programs at FSA and Ag 1
st
 Insurance for Stevens County.  O D 

seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Dave moved to go into executive session for contract negotiation for 10 minutes from 8:40am to 

8:50am with County Counsel, Robert Johnson present.  O D seconded.  Motion carried.  Meeting 

reconvened at 8:50am. 

 

Dave moved to advance payment of January, 2010 to now on the water rights to Hegers’, 

contingent upon execution of a water use agreement.  O D seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

O D moved to appoint Charles Wagner to the Silver Haired Legislative committee.  Gary 

seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

J C Cantrell came and gave updates on the Road & Bridge Department. 

 

Ted Heaton came in and gave updates on the Law Enforcement Center building.  There are some 

final details that need taken care of before the County accepts the building. 

 

The open house for the Law Enforcement Center was Saturday, March 21, 2009 from 9:00am to 

12:00pm. 

 

Gary Dick with Dick Construction came in discuss the final details of the Law Enforcement 

Center.  

 



Gary moved to accept the trade off of the change order in the amount of $17,196.00 for liquidation 

damages.  O D seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Roger Lynch came in with questions on the Wind farm Project.  He had been to a wind farm 

meeting and asked if Stevens County was still getting its wind farm. 

 

Roger had received a letter from the State on Jim French’s salvage yard.  The letter stated there 

was 30 day compliance before taking action. 

 

Roger asked for a request to start proceedings for abandonment on 5 trailer houses at Moscow to 

have them condemned and moved.  He is still trying to find out the owners of the trailers. 

 

Amy Davidson and Lorie Christensen with the Moscow Recreation came in to ask for monies 

needed to replace score boards ($7,500.00 each) at the ball fields and possible repairs on the 

Moscow swimming pool. 

 

Amy said that First National Bank would donate $7,500.00 but they wanted their name on both 

signs.  The Commissioners suggested asking the Parsons Trust Fund, Pepsi Cola Company or Coca 

Cola Company.  The Commissioners told them to come back in after they check out these other 

sources. 

 

Amy says they have some monies but they want to build a new Recreation Building sometime in 

the near future. 

 

The Commissioners talked to Galen Hancock about the computer backup system for the 

Courthouse.  He found a system for $8,000.00 plus hook up with a 5 year warranty. 

 

Gary moved to allow Galen Hancock to purchase the computer backup system with the 5 year 

warranty in the amount of $8,000.00.  O D seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

O D moved to accept the bid from McBride Construction in the amount of $5,126.00 for concrete 

work around the Courthouse.  Gary seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

The Commissioners agreed to revise the nepotism policy in the Stevens County handbook.  Page 7, 

Section C-6. 

 

Vincent Mancini and Ashley Fiss came in to discuss the Pioneer Manor project.  The Hospital 

Board asked if they could add 4 more rooms to the Alzheimer unit being 2,000 square feet and a 

new addition, North wing, with 20 rooms being approximately 14,851 square feet.  Vince 

presented a drawing for the proposal. 

 

Dave moved to have the architect Vincent Mancini get 2 bids one with the addition of 2,000 square 

feet to the Alzheimer unit and then the other bid with the Alzheimer unit and the new addition, 

North wing, being approximately 14,851 square feet.  Gary seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk                              ________________________________ 

                  Dave Bozone, Chairman 

 

 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

APRIL 7, 2009 

 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with all members present.  Also 

present were Bob Johnson, County Counselor and Pam Bensel, County Clerk.  Chairman Dave 

Bozone called the meeting to order.  O D moved to approve the minutes of the last meeting.  Gary 

seconded.  Motion carried.  O D moved to approve the county vouchers.  Gary seconded.  Motion 

carried.  The clerk was instructed to draw warrants on the Treasurer chargeable to the various 

funds of the county for the following amounts: 

 

                                 General…………………………….……….375,334.97  

                                 Road & Bridge……………………………..143,874.69 

                                 Building……………………………………...46,769.21 

                                 Airport……………………………………...…2,837.17 



                                 Emp Benefits………………………………….1,872.00 

                                 Noxious Weed…………………………….…..7,575.08 

                                 Road Machinery…………………………..…62,914.32 

                                 Alcoholic Treatment…………………………….237.50 

                                 Insurance Agency-Damages………………..…1,618.71 

                                 Community Health…………………………..32,581.43 

                                 Spec Law Enforcement TR…..…………………311.90 

                                 Capital Projects (LEC)……………………..267,273.53 

                                 Emp P/R Misc W/H…………………………...1,740.41 

 

Dave moved to go into executive session for non elected personnel for 10 minutes from 9:05am to 

9:15am with County Counsel, Robert Johnson present.  O D seconded.  Motion carried.  Meeting 

reconvened at 9:15am. 

 

O D reported that the EMS building had to spray insulation in the ceiling to repair cracks in the 

roof for a cost of $10,000.00. 

 

The Commissioners discussed markers for the towers and guideline wires under 300 ft or 100 ft.  

No decision was made at this time. 

 

J C Cantrell came in to discuss the demolition of the old Sheriff building.  The bidding procedure 

was tabled at this time. 

 

J C asked when the dirt work for the new Pioneer Manor project will begin.  He will be starting on 

the road repairs in a few weeks.  The Commissioners said to check with Tony McBride. 

 

J C reported he had to replace a light that was shot out on Second Street-Road D. 

 

John Deere asked if the Road & Bridge Department could fix the drive at their business.  The 

Commissioners decided there are businesses in town that does this type of work so they don’t want 

to compete with them. 

 

Ted Heaton came in to update on the progress of moving into the Law Enforcement Center. 

 

Gary moved to give $150,000.00 to the Hugoton Municipal Golf Course for the continuing 

expansion of an 18 hole course.  O D seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk                              ________________________________ 

                  Dave Bozone, Chairman 

 

 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

APRIL 20, 2009 

 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with all members present.  Also 

present were Bob Johnson, County Counselor and Pam Bensel, County Clerk.  Chairman Dave 

Bozone called the meeting to order.  O D moved to approve the minutes of the last meeting.  Gary 

seconded.  Motion carried.  Dave moved to approve the county vouchers.  O D seconded.  Motion 

carried.  The clerk was instructed to draw warrants on the Treasurer chargeable to the various 

funds of the county for the following amounts: 

 

                                 General…………………………….……….29,860.93  

                                 Road & Bridge……………………………..26,805.41 

                                 Airport……………………………………...82,400.00 

                                 Building……………………………………..5,487.38 

                                 Noxious Weed…………………………….…....77.94 

                                 Library…………………………………….114,052.25 

                                 Diversion……………………………………....763.80 

                                 Insurance Agency-Damages…………………3,611.46 

                                 Community Health…………………………..1,820.68 

                                 Fire Bequest…………………………………....107.71 

                                 911 Land Line………………………………….776.79 

                                 Capital Projects (LEC)……………………..…6,653.70 



 

O D moved to go into executive session for contract negotiations for 15 minutes from 8:50am to 

9:05am with County Counsel, Robert Johnson present.  Gary seconded.  Motion carried.  Meeting 

reconvened at 9:05am. 

 

The Commissioners discussed getting bids for the roof on the extension building.  Dave moved to 

pursue having Ashley Fiss put a bid package together for a roof on the extension office building.  

O D seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

J C Cantrell came in and informed the Commissioners that Ron Heger with the Stevens County 

Racing Association asked if the County could fix the pit area of the track.  No decision was made 

at this time. 

 

J C talked to the insurance man about the roof on the Road & Bridge Shop area.  He says to get 

two bids and turn them in to the insurance. 

 

After looking at the old Sheriff building, the Commissioners told J C to go ahead with the bids on 

the demolition of the building. 

 

Ted Heaton came in to report they were on the final stages of moving into the new building.  They 

will be completely out in a week or two. 

 

O D moved to go into executive session for contract negotiations for 15 minutes from 9:25am to 

9:40am with County Counsel, Robert Johnson present.  Gary seconded.  Motion carried.  Meeting 

reconvened at 9:30am. 

 

Jack Rowden came in to ask for reappointment on the Economic Development Board.  Dave 

moved to reappoint Jack Rowden to the Economic Development Board.  O D seconded.  Motion 

carried. 

 

The Commissioners received a letter from Shawnee County stating Stevens County is one of 

twenty counties that have been underpaid pursuant to the Special City/County Highway Fund 

established by K.S.A. 79-3425c.  These counties were paid back for 3 years.  Shawnee County 

Commissioners has authorized their County Counselor to pursue legal action against the State of 

Kansas for the six years that reimbursement was not made.  They are willing to advance our claim 

at the same time they pursue Shawnee County’s claim.  All expenses will be received if money is 

recovered and if no money is recovered, Shawnee County will pay the expenses. 

 

O D moved to join Shawnee County with the other counties to file claim in the legal action to 

recover past due fuel tax funds from the State of Kansas.  Gary seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk                              ________________________________ 

                  Dave Bozone, Chairman 

  

 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

MAY 4, 2009 

 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with all members present.  Also 

present were Bob Johnson, County Counselor and Pam Bensel, County Clerk.  Chairman Dave 

Bozone called the meeting to order.  O D moved to approve the minutes of the last meeting.  Gary 

seconded.  Motion carried.  O D moved to approve the county vouchers.  Gary seconded.  Motion 

carried.  The clerk was instructed to draw warrants on the Treasurer chargeable to the various 

funds of the county for the following amounts: 

 

                                 General…………………………….……….199,682.81  

                                 Road & Bridge……………………………..144,072.61 

                                 Airport……………………………………...... 3,467.17 

                                 Building……………………………………...41,961.41 

                                 Employees Benefit……………………………...336.04 

                                 Noxious Weed…………………………….…..7,062.00 

                                 Alcoholic Treatment………………………....….237.50 

                                 Community Health……………………….….25,432.96 



                                 Capital Projects (LEC)……………………..…1,250.26 

 

Kim Schroeder came in to discuss storage space for the District Court. 

 

J C Cantrell came in with bids for the demolition of the old Sheriff building.  The bids are from 

Metcalf Trucking, Inc in the amount of $12,500.00 and Pete Woods Excavating in the amount of 

$18,189.50. 

 

O D moved to accept the bid from Metcalf Trucking, Inc in the amount of $12,500.00 for the 

demolition of the old Sheriff building.  Gary seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

J C had a bid quote from American Implement for a John Deere 7330 Standard tractor in the 

amount of $70,160.40 with a 1997 John Deere 7710 tractor to trade in for $29,000.00 bringing the 

bid quote to $41,160.40. 

 

The Commissioners asked J C to get at least one or two more bids. 

 

Ted Heaton came in and reported that two of the flashing lights had been shot out on Road D. 

 

Ted informed the Commissioners that the Sheriff’s office is getting ready for the auction to sale 

the older furniture that was left over from the old Sheriff building. 

 

Sherri Martin with Soil Conservation brought in the 2009 budget.  They are asking for 

$32,020.00. 

 

Sherri reported that on May 11, 2009 at 7:00pm at the Library there is a Santa Fe RC&D meeting 

if they were interested in going. 

 

O D moved to go into executive session for litigation for 20 minutes from 10:30am to 10:50am 

with County Counsel, Robert Johnson, Appraiser, Tom Fuhrmann and Terry Lawhon with 

Landmark Appraisal present.  Gary seconded.  Motion carried.  Meeting reconvened at 10:50am. 

 

The Commissioners opened bids for the spraying of some of the county buildings.  Due to the bid 

process of the companies, the bids will be redone and reopened at the next meeting. 

 

Ron and Millie Heger with the Stevens County Racing Association came in to ask for help from 

the County.  The pit area is dirt and they asked if the County could asphalt part of the pit area to 

help with the blowing of the dirt.  No decision was made at this time. 

 

Mike Schechter and Richard Barnes came in to inquire about Southwest Incident Management 

Team using space on the Fire Departments radio tower and to use the office in the Fire Department 

for meetings. 

 

O D moved to allow the Southwest Incident Management Team to use space on the Fire 

Departments radio tower and have meetings in their meeting room.  Dave seconded.  Motion 

carried. 

 

Nathan Holman with United Prairie Ag came in to discuss moving their anhydrous plant to the  

Stevens Industrial area, west of town.  The Commissioners agreed this would be a good move. 

 

Ted Heaton came in to ask for two more pickups. 

 

Alvin Riley came in with a bid for a 2009 Silverado 1500 4WD Ext Cab LT1 Pickup in the amount 

of $21,448.03 for the Sheriff office with trade in 2006 Ford F150 Pickup. 

 

O D moved to accept the bid from Riley Chevrolet Buick, Inc in the amount of $21,448.03 for a 

2009 Silverado 1500 4WD Ext Cab LT1 with trade in 2006 Ford F150 Pickup.  Dave seconded.  

Motion carried. 

 

Roger Lynch came in to discuss the radio tower that is going up one mile east of town – SW corner 

of SW/4 of 11-33-37 on Keith Peachey’s land.  The county is requiring all guy line wires and the 

top of the towers to be marked regardless of the height. 

 

O D moved as of May 4, 2009, there is to be proper marking on guy line wires and lighting of 

towers.  Gary seconded.  Motion carried. 



 

Bob Johnson will have a resolution for the proper markings of towers at the next meeting. 

 

Gary moved to accept bids for the sale of the radio tower from the old Sheriff’s office.  O D 

seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Gary made the motion that as of May 4, 2009 anyone that is hired after this date will not be 

eligible for the County’s insurance benefit of working 20 consecutive years and then retiring with 

the option of staying on the County’s insurance for a cost of $250.00.  O D seconded.  Motion 

carried. 

 

Paula Rowden came in to inform the Commissioners that she feels the flu situation is under control 

in this area.  The medical staff seems to have everything in order. 

 

Paula informed the Commissioners the new bus will be coming in June, 2009.  The federal grant 

will be $38,000.00 and the County pays 20% ($6,000.00) of the purchase price. 

 

Rick Wolters came in to ask about the bidding for the Extension Council building roof. 

 

Dave moved to go into executive session for contract negotiations for 10 minutes from 3:55pm to 

4:05pm with County Counsel, Robert Johnson present.  O D seconded.  Motion carried.  Meeting 

reconvened at 4:05pm. 

 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk                              ________________________________ 

                  Dave Bozone, Chairman 

 

 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

MAY 18, 2009 

 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with all members present.  Also 

present were Bob Johnson, County Counselor and Pam Bensel, County Clerk.  Chairman Dave 

Bozone called the meeting to order.  O D moved to approve the minutes of the last meeting.  Gary 

seconded.  Motion carried.  O D moved to approve the county vouchers.  Gary seconded.  Motion 

carried.  The clerk was instructed to draw warrants on the Treasurer chargeable to the various 

funds of the county for the following amounts: 

 

                                 General……………………………..……….28,611.57  

                                 Road & Bridge……………………….……..49,402.89 

                                 Building………………………………..…...25,782.33 

                                 Noxious Weed……………………………..…..125.92 

                                 Insurance Agency-Damages………………....6,801.00 

                                 Community Health……………………….….3,843.01 

                                 Airport Grants………………………………..1,200.00 

                                 911 Land Line……………………………...…..776.79 

                                 Capital Projects (LEC)……………..………..…685.64 

 

Ashley Fiss came in to discuss the roof on the Extension Council building.  The Commissioners 

asked her to get a bid package together for a general contractor do the project. 

 

Bids were opened for spraying the different entities in the County. 

             Hi Plains Pest Control                  $360.00 monthly 

             General Pest Control                     $629.30 monthly 

             Rine Exterminating, Inc                $525.00 monthly 

             Southwest Pesticide Inc                $410.00 monthly 

             Orkin Pest Control                        $533.00 monthly 

 

Dave moved to accept the bid from Hi Plains Pest Control in the amount of $360.00 a month for 

spraying the County entities.  O D seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

J C Cantrell came in with another bid for a tractor to finish the bid process from last meeting. 

              American Implement - John Deere 7330 Standard tractor in the amount of 

              $70,160.40 with a 1997 John Deere 7710 tractor to trade in for $29,000.00 bringing the  



              bid quote to $41,160.40 

 

              Keating Tractor & Equipment – John Deere 7330 Standard tractor in the amount of 

              $78,000.00 with a 1997 John Deere 7710 tractor to trade in for $34,000.00 bringing the 

              bid quote to $44,000.00 

 

O D moved to accept the bid from American Implement for a John Deere 7330 Standard tractor in 

the amount of $41,160.40.  Gary seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

J C presented the 2010 Road and Bridge budget in the amount of $4,482,500.00 

 

Ted Heaton came in to inform the Commissioners about the auction for the left over furniture from 

the old Sheriff building. 

 

Ted said the demolition crew will be here this week to start tearing down the old Sheriff building. 

 

Tony McBride came in to discuss the Pioneer Manor project.  He will be working on the zoning 

changes with the City for the area of land needed at this time. 

 

Tony will be taking bids on May 28, 2009 for the set up work for the project such as: curb & 

gutter, waterlines, building pads, parking lot. 

 

The County will be taking care of the builders risk insurance through the County’s insurance 

company, KCAMP for the building of the new Pioneer Manor.  

 

Ron and Millie Heger came in to discuss the race track.  They brought in another quote for a 

restroom at the track. 

 

The Commissioners asked if they talked to Chuck Oldaker with KDOT about getting some of the 

asphalt millings from the State Department for the pit area.  The County’s millings are already 

being used. 

 

Neal Gillespie came in and is willing to talk to Chuck Oldaker about using some of the millings for 

the race track.   

 

Neal Gillespie came in to talk about new businesses in the County.  The Economic Development 

Board is checking into an upscale hotel to come into the County to attract the tourist passing 

through.  He asked if the County would pay for a feasibility study.  

 

The Commissioners agreed to pay for the study if the County owned it and could use it at a later 

time. 

 

Kim Harper came in to discuss land acquisition. 

 

Dave moved to go into executive session for land acquisition and contract negotiations for 20 

minutes from 11:30am to 11:50am with County Counsel, Robert Johnson and Kim Harper present.  

O D seconded.  Motion carried.  Meeting reconvened at 11:50am. 

  

 By motion the Board adjourned. 

 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk                              ________________________________ 

                  Dave Bozone, Chairman 

                  

  

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

JUNE 1, 2009 

 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with all members present.  Also 

present were Bob Johnson, County Counselor and Pam Bensel, County Clerk.  Chairman Dave 

Bozone called the meeting to order.  O D moved to approve the minutes of the last meeting.  Dave 

seconded.  Motion carried.  O D moved to approve the county vouchers.  Dave seconded.  Motion 

carried.  The clerk was instructed to draw warrants on the Treasurer chargeable to the various 

funds of the county for the following amounts: 

 

                                 General……………………………..……….268,230.93  



                                 Road & Bridge……………………….……..186,968.50 

                                 Building………………………………...….......1,333.00 

                                 Airport…………………………………………3,397.17 

                                 Noxious Weed…………………………….….32,677.65 

                                 Alcoholic Treatment……………………….…….237.50 

                                 Community Health………………………..….38,617.28 

                                 Airport Grants…………………………………….60.00 

                                 Capital Projects (LEC)……………..……...…44,921.92 

 

A bill was presented to the Commissioners for the County fireworks display insurance.  The bill 

was from J & M Displays in the amount of $620.00.  O D moved to approve the paying of the bill 

from J & M Displays in the amount of $620.00 for the fireworks display insurance.  Dave 

seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Larry Sharp with KCAMP came in to discuss the County’s insurance policies.  He updated the 

Commissioners on what types of insurance that the policies cover. 

 

J C Cantrell came in to discuss the summer road projects for the Road & Bridge Department. 

 

Jim Karlan with Southwest Guidance Center came in to present the 2010 budget in the amount of 

$47,277.00. 

 

Eunice Schroeder, Annette Sosa and Laura Hines-Hull came in to present the 2010 Library budget 

in the amount of $495,461.60. 

 

Eunice informed the Commissioners about the water coming in the South door of Library.   

 

Eunice asked if the Library could use the exercise pad and the Commissioners agreed. 

 

Tony McBride and Ashley Fiss came in to open bids for Pioneer Manor: 

 

            Dirt work - Metcalf Trucking - $187,200 with Alternate bid of $23,104 for North Wing 

            Utilities: Water, Sewer & Lift Station – King Enterprises - $197,599.62 

            Street Improvements – McBride Construction - $100,178.00 

            Parking Lot – McBride Construction - $381,454.00 

 

Dave moved to accept bids that were proposed by Tony McBride including the Alternate bid.  

Gary seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Neal informed the Commissioners that stimulus monies are available for the projects. 

  

Neal Gillespie came in with a copy of an agreement from Spurrier Consulting for a feasibility 

study.  The study will determine class, size and continue with amenities for a limited service hotel 

to be located in Hugoton, KS.  Dave moved to have Spurrier Consulting continue with the 

feasibility study and the County will own the study when it is completed.  O D seconded.  Motion 

carried. 

 

Dorothy Hagman came in to voice her opinion of the feasibility study.  She feels the County 

should not help fund a study for a private entity.       

 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk                              ________________________________ 

                  Dave Bozone, Chairman 

                  

 

 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

JUNE 15, 2009 

 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with all members present.  Also 

present were Bob Johnson, County Counselor and Pam Bensel, County Clerk.  Chairman Dave 

Bozone called the meeting to order.  O D moved to approve the minutes of the last meeting.  Dave 

seconded.  Motion carried.  O D moved to approve the county vouchers.  Dave seconded.  Motion 

carried.  The clerk was instructed to draw warrants on the Treasurer chargeable to the various 



funds of the county for the following amounts: 

 

                                 General……………………………..……….106,430.40 

                                 Road & Bridge……………………….………84,345.30 

                                 Building………………………………...….....25,753.76 

                                 Noxious Weed…………………………….…...7,176.07 

                                 Insurance Agency…………………………….57,529.68 

                                 Community Health………………………....….5,711.52 

                                 Fire Bequest……………………………………..111.90 

                                 Airport Grants……………………………..…34,785.66 

                                 911 Land Line…………………………………...776.79 

                                 Capital Projects (LEC)……………..……...…36,781.04 

 

Tony Martin and Theresa Knier came in to present the 2010 Fair budget in the amount of 

$113,500.00. 

 

Dave Bozone opened the public hearing meeting at 9:00am to change the parcel SW SW 11-33-37 

owned by Keith Peachey from agricultural land to conditional use land for a radio tower.  Roger 

Lynch, Keith Peachey and Bryne Sullins were present.  Roger reported that the lines will be 

marked State and County regulations.  He also informed the Commissioners that the Planning and 

Zoning Board agrees to the conditional use permit.  Dave closed the hearing at 9:15am.  Gary 

moved to change the land parcel SW SW 11-33-37 from agricultural to conditional use.  O D 

seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

O D moved to go into executive session for litigation for 10 minutes from 9:20am to 9:30am with 

County Counsel, Robert Johnson present.  Dave seconded.  Motion carried.  Meeting reconvened 

at 9:30am. 

 

J C Cantrell came in and reported on the progress of the road projects.  They are working on Road 

Y at the present time. 

 

Kim Harper presented the 2010 Airport budget in the amount of $339,960.00. 

 

Dave moved to go into executive session for non elected personnel for 10 minutes from 10:15am 

to 10:25am with County Counsel, Robert Johnson and Kim Harper present.  O D seconded.  

Motion carried.  Meeting reconvened at 10:25am. 

 

The City sent a letter in reference to the billing for dispatching at the Sheriff’s office for all City 

and County incidents reported.  There was a discrepancy in the billing and the City is to be 

refunded the difference.   

 

Robert Rich was asked to come in for a Community Service issue.  Robert explained the incident 

and Paul Kitzke, County Attorney and Robert Johnson, County Counselor agreed with Robert.  

 

Paul Kitzke explained how diversion cases and County issues work. 

 

Mark Hinde with Southwest Development Services presented the 2010 budget in the amount of 

$33,347.00. 

 

Deana Berry with Russell Childhood Development presented the 2010 budget in the amount of 

$22,394.90. 

 

Nancy Honig brought in two quotes for a new stove at the 4H building. One was from Golden 

Light Equipment Co for a Range, 60” Restaurant, Gas 

                                           Southbend Model No 45603DD-3GR 

                                           Cost $6,144.00 

 

                                           Range, 60” Restaurant, Gas 

                                           Imperial Model No IR-4-G36 

                                           Cost $5,404.00 

 

The other quote was from Denver Cutlery Inc for 60” Range w/4 burners 

                                                                                   Cost $5,225.36 

 



Dave moved to accept the quote from Golden Light Equipment Co for the Imperial Model stove in 

the amount of $5,404.00.  O D seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Jerry Hull came in to inquire about purchasing the 140’ self supporting radio tower from the old 

Sheriff’s office for the area farmers to be put up west of town.  Gabe Baeza explained what 

purpose the tower would serve for the farmers. 

 

Commissioners informed them the County needs to have sealed bids for the radio tower.  They will 

open any bids received on July 6, 2009 at 10:30am. 

 

Gene Leonard presented the 2010 Noxious Weed budget in the amount of $290,985.00, 2010 Solid 

Waste budget in the amount of $327,570.00 and 2010 Rodent Control budget in the amount of 

$1,700.00. 

 

Gene Leonard presented the Stevens County Solid Waste Management Plan. The plan is necessary 

to establish and maintain desirable and adequate solid waste management practices, agreeable to 

the health of the citizens and to the quality of the environment. 

 

There is a public hearing set to adopt the Solid Waste Management Plan at the next 

Commissioners meeting on July 6, 2009 at 10:00am. 

 

Gene talked about spraying the County right of ways. 

 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk                              ________________________________ 

                  Dave Bozone, Chairman 

 

 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

JULY 6, 2009 

 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with all members present.  Also 

present were Bob Johnson, County Counselor and Pam Bensel, County Clerk.  Chairman Dave 

Bozone called the meeting to order.  O D moved to approve the minutes of the last meeting.  Gary 

seconded.  Motion carried.  O D moved to approve the county vouchers.  Gary seconded.  Motion 

carried.  The clerk was instructed to draw warrants on the Treasurer chargeable to the various 

funds of the county for the following amounts: 

 

                                 General……………………………..……….640,693.85 

                                 Road & Bridge……………………….……..597,618.41 

                                 Fair…………………………………………...54,562.50 

                                 Airport……………………………………... ..85,737.17 

                                 Services for Elderly………………………... ..87,312.50 

                                 Building………………………………...…...106,821.65 

                                 Noxious Weed……………………………......13,517.21 

                                 Library……………………………………....114,052.25 

                                 Hospital Maint………………………….…...900,000.00 

                                 Alcoholic Treatment……………………………..237.50 

                                 Community Health………………………..….30,647.69 

                                 Fire Bequest………………………………...….3,324.65 

                                 Airport Grants……………………………...…13.239.09 

                                 Capital Projects (LEC)……………..…….........…405.85 

                                 Reg of Deeds Tech Fund…………………...….1,464.00 

                                 Employee’s P/R Misc W/H………………..……..804.99 

 

O D moved to go into executive session for non elected personnel for 15 minutes from 9:00am to 

9:15am with County Counsel, Robert Johnson present.  Gary seconded.  Motion carried.  Meeting 

reconvened at 9:15am. 

 

 Tony McBride came in to update on the progress for the Pioneer Manor project. 

 

J C Cantrell came in to report on the progress of the County road work. 

 



J C informed the Commissioners that the Hugoton Cemetery Board wants the Road & Bridge to 

asphalt another street for them.  The cost would be $16,500.00. 

 

Dave moved to do the street at the Cemetery and be reimbursed by the Hugoton Cemetery Board at 

a cost of $16,500.00.  O D seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

J C informed the Commissioners that he was approached for the County to fix the Moscow Airport 

strip since it is County owned.  J C figured it to cost $60,500.00 for a 2” lift and $44,000.00 for a  

1 ½” lift. 

 

The Commissioners decided to table the Moscow Airport strip project at this time. 

 

Dave moved to open the hearing at 10:00am for the 5 year Solid Waste Management Plan with 

Gene Leonard present.  The hearing was closed at 10:05am.  

 

Dave moved to adopt Resolution 09-03 for the 5 year Solid Waste Management Plan.  O D 

seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

The Commissioners received a letter from the Southwest Agency on Aging stating the County 

needs 2 appointments to the board.  Gary volunteered to ask some individuals if they would be 

interested in serving on the board. 

 

Dave moved to go into executive session for non elected personnel for 10 minutes from 10:35am 

to 10:45am with County Counsel, Robert Johnson present.   O D seconded.  Motion carried.  

Meeting reconvened at 10:45am. 

 

Bids were opened for the self supporting radio tower from the old Sheriff’s office.  Bids were 

received from Jerry Hull for $2,502.00 and Mike Willis Farms for $2,025.00.  O D moved to 

accept the bid from Jerry Hull in the amount of $2,502.00.  Gary seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Selia Crawford & Karen Reynolds with the Sunflower Plaza Housing Authority Board came in 

with Frankie Thomas to ask for help with replacing some of the courtyard lights.  Seven of the 

lights had hail damage and it will cost $8,000.00 for 12 lights. 

 

O D moved to buy 12 lights up to $8,000.00 plus pay for labor up to $8,000.00.  The bills need to 

be turned in to the County Clerk’s office.  Dave seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Neal Gillespie brought in copies of the feasibility study, on a new hotel, for the Commissioners to 

look over. 

 

Tom Fuhrmann brought in the Appraiser contract for reappointment.  The State needed a 

Resolution signed for the reappointment.   

 

Dave moved to reappoint Tom Fuhrmann as Stevens County Appraiser for a 4 year term and 

approved Resolution 09-04 stating the reappointment of Tom Fuhrmann as Stevens County 

Appraiser for a 4 year term.  O D seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Stanley McGill and Gladys Renfro with the Historical Museum presented the 2010 budget in the 

amount of $95,000.00. 

 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk                              ________________________________ 

                  Dave Bozone, Chairman 

 

 

   

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

JULY 7, 2009 

 

A special meeting was called with the auditors at 8:30am on July 7, 2009 for an audit and budget 

workshop.  Commissioner Dave Bozone, Gary Baker and O D Littrell were present.  Also 

present was Pam Bensel, County Clerk. 

 



Theresa Dasenbrock and Charles Claar with Lewis, Hooper and Dick of Garden City, KS   

explained the 2008 County audit and reviewed the 2010 County budgets with the 

Commissioners.   

 

Theresa discussed a Charter Ordinance for a petty cash fund for Paula Rowden.  Bob needs to 

prepare an ordinance. 

 

O D moved to adopt Resolution 09-05 expressing the property taxation policy of the Board of 

Stevens County Commissioners with respect to financing the 2010 annual budget for Stevens 

County.  Gary seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk                              ________________________________ 

       Dave Bozone, Chairman 

 

                                                                                                                                       

 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

JULY 20, 2009 

 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with all members present.  Also 

present were Bob Johnson, County Counselor and Pam Bensel, County Clerk.  Chairman Dave 

Bozone called the meeting to order.  O D moved to approve the minutes of the last meeting.  Gary 

seconded.  Motion carried.  Dave moved to approve the county vouchers.  O D seconded.  Motion 

carried.  The clerk was instructed to draw warrants on the Treasurer chargeable to the various 

funds of the county for the following amounts: 

 

                                 General……………………………..……….57,596.70 

                                 Road & Bridge……………………….……240,043.48 

                                 Building………………………………...….281,372.61 

                                 Employees Benefit…………………………...2,084.37 

                                 Noxious Weed…………………………….  .17,999.87 

                                 Insurance AgencyDamages…………………….999.50 

                                 Community Health……………………….......6,608.15 

                                 Airport Grants…………………………....…50,472.99 

                                 911 Land Line………………………….…….1,080.72 

                                 Wekando……………………………………..1,000.00 

 

Dave moved to go into executive session for non elected personnel for 10 minutes from 9:06am to 

9:16am with County Counsel, Robert Johnson and Roger Lynch present.   O D seconded.  Motion 

carried.  Meeting reconvened at 9:16am. 

 

Robert Rich came in to discuss getting 2 middle sized fans to put by the treadmill for the Wellness 

Center.   

 

Robert asked if he could sale the portable coolers that were purchased several years ago.  The 

Commissioners informed him there needs to be sealed bids and brought to the County Clerk’s 

office to be opened at the next meeting. 

 

J C Cantrell presented a breakdown of the total cost of repairs for the Radio Tower Road.  The 

total cost was $1,654,928.28. 

 

J C said Eileen Gregg asked if the County would be interested in buying the lot south of the Road 

& Bridge Shop.  The lot is 200’ x 200’ with a large metal building on it for a price of $90,000.00. 

No decision was made at this time. 

 

Alejandra Juarez with Blue Cross-Blue Shield brought in the 2008 Annual Corporate Report. 

She reported there are many different issues being negotiated. 

 

George Bushnell and Larry Davis with Pioneer Electric Cooperative of Ulysses came in to discuss 

purchasing right of ways, if necessary, from the County to put up new electric lines. 

  

By motion the Board adjourned. 

 



Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk                              ________________________________ 

       Dave Bozone, Chairman 

 

 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

AUGUST 3, 2009 

 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with O D Littrell and Gary Baker 

present.  Also present were Bob Johnson, County Counselor and Pam Bensel, County Clerk.  

Vice Chairman O D Littrell called the meeting to order.  Gary moved to approve the minutes of 

the last meeting.  O D seconded.  Motion carried.  Gary moved to approve the county vouchers.  

O D seconded.  Motion carried.  The clerk was instructed to draw warrants on the Treasurer 

chargeable to the various funds of the county for the following amounts: 

 

                                 General……………………………..………..187,095.68 

                                 Road & Bridge……………………….……...407,533.42 

                                 Airport……………………………………….…3,806.37 

                                 Building………………………………...…...178,608.03 

                                 Noxious Weed………………………………..23,642.97  

                                 Alcoholic Treatment……………………………..237.50 

                                 Community Health……………………….......29,025.66 

                                 Diversion…………………………………………769.95 

                                 Fire Bequest……………………………………….48.92 

 

O D Littrell opened the Budget Hearing meeting at 8:30am.  No one from the public showed up. 

O D closed the hearing at 8:45am. 

 

Gary moved to accept the County budget as published in the Hugoton Hermes.  O D seconded.  

Motion carried.   

 

Gary moved to go into executive session for land acquisition for 10 minutes from 8:50am to 

9:00am with County Counsel, Robert Johnson present.   O D seconded.  Motion carried.  Meeting 

reconvened at 9:00am. 

 

Sealed bids were opened at 9:00am for two 36” port-a-cool portable evaporative cooling units 

from the Wellness Center.  Three bids were brought in:   

                     

                        G + Ag – Greg Grewell   $1,850.00 each        

                        C T Machine Shop – Tom Oder   $410.00 each 

                        Esteban Garcia - $126.85 each 

 

Gary moved to accept the bid from G + Ag for $1,850.00 each.  O D seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Greg Grewell was contacted about the bid and he miss understood the bid statement in the paper.  

He thought the County wanted to buy two port-a-cooler units and offered to sale them two for 

$1,850.00 each.  So the move to accept the bid from G + Ag was rescinded. 

 

O D moved to accept the bid from C T Machine Shop for $410.00 each.  Gary seconded.  Motion 

carried. 

 

J C Cantrell and Alan Bultman came in to discuss the sale of the land and building for BCI Mfg 

in the Stevens Industrial area west of town.  Alan brought in an appraisal report.  The 6A of land 

and building was appraised at $670,000.00 and with all other personal property items the amount 

would be $850,000.00.  No decision made at this time. 

 

Mike Schechter and Susan Schulte came in to discuss the 911 Mapping Project.  The County has 

a contract with Allied Information Solutions-Jim O’Loughlin, signed February, 2007 for a 13 

month period in the amount of $42,500.00.  The amount of $18,750.00 has been paid and the 

county still owes $23,750.00.  Mike is not in agreement to pay Allied Information Solutions the 

remaining amount until they have fulfilled the agreement.   

 

Bob Johnson, County Counselor will write a letter to Jim O’Loughlin with Allied Information 

Solutions and ask him to come to the next Commissioners Meeting on August 17, 2009.  

 

By motion the Board adjourned. 



 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk                              ________________________________ 

       Dave Bozone, Chairman 

 

  

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

AUGUST 17, 2009 

 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with all members present.  Also 

present were Bob Johnson, County Counselor and Pam Bensel, County Clerk.  Chairman Dave 

Bozone called the meeting to order.  O D moved to approve the minutes of the last meeting.  Gary 

seconded.  Motion carried.  Gary moved to approve the county vouchers.  O D seconded.  Motion 

carried.  The clerk was instructed to draw warrants on the Treasurer chargeable to the various 

funds of the county for the following amounts: 

 

                                 General……………………………..………..55,189.50 

                                 Road & Bridge……………………….…..…177,570.92 

                                 Building………………………………...…..…...361.38 

                                 Noxious Weed……………………………..  .26,074.86 

                                 Diversion………………………………….….…..33.00 

                                 Community Health………………………......13,868.67 

                                 Fire Bequest……………………………….....…110.00 

                                 911 Land Line………………………….……..1,080.72 

                                 Wekando………………………………….....10,000.00 

                                 Capital Projects (LEC)…………………………240.00 

 

O D moved to appoint Connie Slemp, as the West Center Cemetery Board Member, to fulfill the 

unexpired term of Phillip Norton.  Gary seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

O D moved to appoint Gary as the voting delegate for KAC with Dave as 1
st
 alternate and O D as 

2
nd

 alternate.  Dave seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Connie Gold came in to discuss the possible date for the County’s tax sale. 

 

J C Cantrell came in to update on the Road & Bridge Department.  They have started working on 

the streets for the new Pioneer Manor project. 

 

Gary moved to approve Resolution 09-06 for the continuation of authorizing the imposition of a 

telephone user tax for the operation of an enhanced 911 Emergency telephone service in Stevens 

County, KS.  O D seconded.  Motion carried.  

 

Mike Schechter and Susan Schulte came in to discuss 911 addressing.  The contract with Allied 

Information Solutions, Inc is being reviewed.  Bob Johnson sent a letter to Jim O’Loughlin with 

Allied Information Solutions, Inc with notice to terminate and allowed a 10 day reply or the 

contract will be cancelled.  A decision is pending the reply from Jim O’Loughlin. 

 

Mike will be checking with State to find out if the grant monies funding the project will still be 

available if another company continues the project. 

 

Ted Heaton came in to inform the Commissioners the Sheriff’s office is going well with a few 

minor issues. 

 

Ralph Stoddard came in to ask if the County Weed Department could spray a 3 mile area of 

cockleburs on Road 14, south of highway 54.  They will contact Gene Leonard to address this 

matter. 

 

A list of the 2010 holidays was reviewed.  The County policy will be amended by a motion from 

Dave to accept the 2010 list with the removal of Martin Luther King, Jr. Day.  O D seconded.  

Motion carried. 

 

Paula Rowden came in to discuss a situation at the Stevens County Community Health 

Department. 

 



Dave moved to go into executive session for non elected personnel for 15 minutes from 11:05am 

to 11:20am with County Counsel, Robert Johnson and Paula Rowden present.   O D seconded.  

Motion carried.  Meeting reconvened at 11:20am. 

 

Nancy Honig, Extension Agent came in to introduce Joshua Morris, the new Ag Agent for Stevens 

County, to the Commissioners.  He talked about some of his ideas he had for the community as the 

new agent and asked if they had any concerns for him. 

  

By motion the Board adjourned. 

 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk                              ________________________________ 

       Dave Bozone, Chairman 

 

 

 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

AUGUST 25, 2009 

                                                                      

A special meeting was called to order by Dave Bozone, Chairman of the County Commissioners 

at 7:00pm on August 25, 2009.  Dave opened the floor for discussion of a resolution for 

WEKANDO approving funding to the Western Kansas Development Organization for its 

obligations under a contract to rehabilitate railroad for five years, commencing in project year 

2010 and continuing through project year 2014, to assist in the rehabilitation of the Cimarron 

Valley Railroad.  Commissioner Dave Bozone, Gary Baker and O D Littrell were present.  Also 

present were Pam Bensel, County Clerk and Ruthie Winget for the Hugoton Hermes. 

 

Gary moved to approve Resolution 09-07 approving funding to the Western Kansas 

Development Organization for its obligations under a contract to rehabilitate railroad for five 

years, commencing in project year 2010 and continuing through project year 2014, to assist in 

the rehabilitation of the Cimarron Valley Railroad.  Dave seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk                              ________________________________ 

       Dave Bozone, Chairman 

 

 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

SEPTEMBER 8, 2009 

 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with all members present.  Also 

present were Bob Johnson, County Counselor, Pam Bensel, County Clerk and RoGlenda Coulter, 

Hugoton Hermes newspaper.  Chairman Dave Bozone called the meeting to order.  Dave moved 

to approve the minutes of the last meeting.  O D seconded.  Motion carried.  O D moved to 

approve the county vouchers.  Dave seconded.  Motion carried.  The clerk was instructed to draw 

warrants on the Treasurer chargeable to the various funds of the county for the following 

amounts: 

 

                                 General……………………………..………..227,833.39 

                                 Road & Bridge……………………….…..….240,813.32 

                                 Airport……………………………………….…3,757.17 

                                 Building………………………………...…....220,259.05 

                                 Noxious Weed……………………………….....7,389.10 

                                 Alcoholic Treatment………………………….…..237.50 

                                 Diversion………………………………….…..….483.12 

                                 Insurance Agency Damages……………….….26,977.76 

                                 Community Health………………………........54,641.74 

 

Gary moved to go into executive session for non elected personnel and litigation for 20 minutes 

from 8:40am to 9:00am with County Counsel, Robert Johnson present.   O D seconded.  Motion 

carried.  Meeting reconvened at 9:00am. 

 

Neal Gillespie came in to discuss some recovery bonds that State has allocated to Stevens County 

in the amount of $17,000.00.  After some discussion, the Commissioners chose to waive the 

allocation of the recovery bonds in the amount of $17,000.00.   



 

O D moved to waive the allocation of the $17,000 worth of bonds due to the expense it would take 

to get them together and so they chose to allow State to reallocate the bonds to help other counties 

with their projects.  Gary seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

J C Cantrell presented the total cost of two projects.  The new Pioneer Manor project road cost 

$107,931.97 and the road at the Cemetery cost $28,231.04 with reimbursement from the Cemetery 

Board of $28,231.04. 

 

O D moved to allow EOG gas company to drill a gas well on the airport property NW 20-33-37W.  

Commissioners signed a Surface Damage Agreement.  Gary seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Ted Heaton and Rex Evans came in with a bid from Riley Chevrolet Buick, Inc for a 2009  

Chevrolet Silverado 4x4 Ext Cab less trade difference of a 2006 Chevrolet 1500 PU and 2007 Ford 

F150 PU.  With trade difference the amount was $10,548.03. 

 

Gary moved to accept the bid from Riley Chevrolet Buick Inc for a 2009 Chevrolet Silverado 4x4 

Ext Cab less trade difference in the amount of $10,548.03.  O D seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Ted discussed the 911 system at the Sheriff’s office.  He says it is still in working order but will 

need to be upgrade in the near future. 

 

Tony McBride, Vincent Mancini and Ashley Fiss presented product material that will be used on 

the outside of the new Pioneer Manor project and copies of drawings for each section of the 

building. 

 

Tony McBride says the bid packages for some areas of the project will be ready to send out by 

September 18, 2009. 

 

Gary moved to go into executive session for non elected personnel with Matt Johnson and Linda 

Stalcup for 20 minutes from 10:50am to 11:10am with County Counsel, Robert Johnson present.  

O D seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

O D moved to go back into executive session for another 10 minutes from 11:10am to 11:20am.  

Gary seconded.  Motion carried.  Meeting reconvened at 11:20am 

 

Mike Schechter and Susan Schulte came in to discuss the 911 addressing.  Mike informed them 

due to a mixup with a letter sent out and Jim O’Loughlin will be at the next meeting on September 

21, 2009. 

 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk                              ________________________________ 

       Dave Bozone, Chairman 

 

 

 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

SEPTEMBER 21, 2009 

 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with all members present.  Also 

present were Bob Johnson, County Counselor, Pam Bensel, County Clerk and RoGlenda Coulter, 

Hugoton Hermes newspaper.  Chairman Dave Bozone called the meeting to order.  O D moved 

to approve the minutes of the last meeting.  Gary seconded.  Motion carried.  O D moved to 

approve the county vouchers.  Gary seconded.  Motion carried.  The clerk was instructed to draw 

warrants on the Treasurer chargeable to the various funds of the county for the following 

amounts: 

 

                                 General……………………………..………88,106.74 

                                 Road & Bridge……………………….…..….5,645.16 

                                 Building………………………………...…....2,049.25 

                                 Noxious Weed……………………………….6,127.40 

                                 Community Health………………………......3,994.51 

                                 911 Land Line……………………………......1,080.72 

                                 Wekando……………………………………..4,250.00 



 

Kim Harper came in to have paper work signed for a grant to help construct the parallel taxiway at 

the airport. 

 

Dave moved to start meeting at 8:00am till 9:00am on October 5, 2009 to meet with all department 

heads.  O D seconded.   Motion carried. 

 

Carl Eyman with KWORCC presented a 2
nd

 place plaque to the Commissioners for exceptional 

loss ratios for 2007 by premium size. 

 

J C Cantrell gave a report on his department, Road & Bridge.   

 

The Commissioners asked J C to get bids for cement work on the sidewalk in front of the old 

sheriff building. 

 

Ted Heaton came in to inform the Commissioners that he has started in house cooking for the 

prisoners. 

 

Ted says he is checking into different phones that will work inside the new Law Enforcement 

Building. 

 

Kim Harper asked that the Commissioners reappoint Bob Passmore, Shannon Crawford and Dax 

Gaskill on the Airport Board. 

 

O D moved to reappoint Bob Passmore as of September, 2009, Shannon Crawford as of October, 

2009 and Dax Gaskill as of October, 2009 to a 4 year term as members of the Airport Board. 

 

Gary moved to pass Resolution 09-08 to help mobilize opposition to a decision to list the Black-

tailed Prairie Dog as an endangered species.  O D Littrell seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Jim O’Loughlin with Allied Information Solutions, Inc informed the Commissioners about where 

the Company is at with the 911 address process of the county.  They are working on all areas of the 

county to finalize the addressing.  Bob Johnson informed him that contract date is overdue and 

asked when he thought they would be finished with the project.  He felt sure that by the December 

7, 2009 Commissioners meeting, things would be finalized. 

 

Susan Schulte asked if she could encumber the left over monies from the GIS Department into the 

County Equipment Account within General.  The Commissioners agreed to allow this transaction. 

 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk                              ________________________________ 

       Dave Bozone, Chairman 

 

 

 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

OCTOBER 5, 2009 

 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with all members present.  Also 

present were Bob Johnson, County Counselor, Pam Bensel, County Clerk and Kay McDaniels, 

Hugoton Hermes newspaper.  Chairman Dave Bozone called the meeting to order.  O D moved 

to approve the minutes of the last meeting.  Gary seconded.  Motion carried.  Gary moved to 

approve the county vouchers.  O D seconded.  Motion carried.  The clerk was instructed to draw 

warrants on the Treasurer chargeable to the various funds of the county for the following 

amounts: 

 

                                 General……………………………..………260,084.01 

                                 Road & Bridge……………………….…….149,601.40 

                                 Building………………………………...….144,017.28 

                                 Airport…………………………………….…..3,362.17 

                                 Noxious Weed…………………………….…11,132.00 

                                 Library……………………………………...114,052.25 

                                 Alcoholic Treatment………………………….....237.50 

                                 Insurance Agency Damages………………......2,691.06 



                                 Community Health………………………......39,287.99 

                                 Wekando………………………………….…..2,000.00 

                                  Employee’s P/R Misc W/H……………….…....117.75                                 

 

The Department Heads were asked to come in at 8:00am to discuss their departments and present 

any concerns.  Present were Ted Heaton, Robert Rich, Gene Leonard, Tom Fuhrmann, Betty 

Rosel, J C Cantrell, Paula Rowden, Guy Rowden, Susan Schulte and Pam Bensel.  Not present 

were Mike Schechter, Connie Gold and Roger Lynch. 

 

There was discussion of the different entities.  Dave expressed concerns about the future outlook 

for the county.  The valuation of the county will probably be gradually decreasing each year and 

the entities will need to conserve as much as possible. 

 

They discussed worker’s compensation and encouraged each entity to have safety meetings 

regularly or request tapes from KWORCC to watch and learn the correct procedures needed for 

each task. 

 

The Commissioners thanked each department for their hard work and encouraged them to continue 

their efforts. 

 

O D informed the Commissioners that the City of Moscow needs help in funding the cost of 

repairing the drainage ditch in Moscow. 

 

O D moved to give $5,000.00, out of the Economic Development Incentive account with in the 

General fund, to the City of Moscow to help with the cost of the repairing of the drainage ditch in 

Moscow.  Gary seconded.  Motion carried.   

 

J C Cantrell came in with two bids for a cement project 64’ X 6’ X4” sidewalk, starting at the back 

entrance of the courthouse drive to the Library.  The two bids were from G & M Construction and 

McBride Construction.   

                

                         G & M Construction’s bid was $1,450.00 

                         McBride Construction chose not to bid turn in a bid for this project-they sent a note            

                         stating they had more work than we can get to now 

 

O D moved to accept the bid from G & M Construction for the cement project of 64’ X 6’ X 4” 

sidewalk.  Gary seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Due to conflicts in the Commissioners schedule the November 16
th

 meeting will be November 

23
rd

. 

 

The third and final meeting for the year will be on December 30
th

, 2009. 

 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk                              ________________________________ 

       Dave Bozone, Chairman 

 

 

 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

OCTOBER 19, 2009 

 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with all members present.  Also 

present were Bob Johnson, County Counselor, Pam Bensel, County Clerk and RoGlenda Coulter, 

Hugoton Hermes newspaper.  Chairman Dave Bozone called the meeting to order.  Dave moved 

to approve the minutes of the last meeting.  O D seconded.  Motion carried.  O D moved to 

approve the county vouchers.  Gary seconded.  Motion carried.  The clerk was instructed to draw 

warrants on the Treasurer chargeable to the various funds of the county for the following 

amounts: 

 

                                 General……………………………..………44,733.28 

                                 Road & Bridge……………………….…….50,789.08 

                                 Building………………………………..….420,633.91 

                                 Noxious Weed……………………….……….…71.07 



                                 Diversion………………………………...….…540.56 

                                 Insurance Agency Damages……………........5,902.49 

                                 Community Health………………………......2,989.22 

                                 911 Land Line…………………………..……1,076.41 

                                 Reg of Deeds Tech Fund………………...…..2,138.93 

 

Dave moved to appoint O D as the voting delegate for KWORCC with Dave as 1
st
 alternate and 

Gary as 2
nd 

alternate.  Gary seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Gary moved to appoint Dave as the voting delegate for KCAMP with O D as 1
st
 alternate and Gary  

as 2
nd

 alternate.  O D seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Guy Rowden came in to ask about replacing the window in the ticket booth in the Memorial Hall. 

The Rotary Club uses this space for storage and asked if this could be fixed.  Guy had some quotes 

and the Commissioners agreed to replace the window with plexy glass from Mead Lumber in  

Liberal, KS. 

 

Guy asked about getting help for Mario to set tables and clean up the Memorial Hall. 

 

J C Cantrell came in and reported on the Road & Bridge Department. 

 

Ted Heaton came in and reported that Simplex fixed the cameras in the Law Enforcement Center. 

 

Dave moved to go into executive session for non elected personnel with Ted Heaton for 5 minutes 

from 10:10am to 10:15am with County Counsel, Robert Johnson present.  Gary seconded.  Motion 

carried.  Meeting reconvened at 10:15am. 

 

Charlie Wagner reported on the KS Silver Haired Legislature.  He shared several bills that are 

going to the Legislature.  The KS Silver Haired Legislature Group is funded by contributions. 

 

Gary Baker moved that the County reimburse travel expenses (room, mileage and meals) for the 

members that are appointed to the KS Silver Haired Legislative Group.  O D seconded.  Motion 

carried. 

 

Dave Eckert came in to inquire about the dedication of the Hugoton 406AFM Masonic Lodge 

stone plaque for the Pioneer Manor. 

 

Gary moved to allow the Masons to dedicate a stone plaque at the new Pioneer Manor.  O D 

seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Millie Heger came in about a beverage license for the race track.  She now owns all assets at the 

race track and wants to sell beer starting at the spring opening. 

 

Gary moved to allow the Stevens County Racing Association to sell 3.2 alcohols at the race track 

during racing season.  O D seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Paula Rowden came in with concerns about getting information out to the public on the importance 

of the influenza vaccine.  She expressed the different ideas her office has for this matter and asked 

if the Commissioners had any other suggestions. 

 

Paula talked about additional grant funds that are available. 

 

Paula informed the Commissioners they have received the lien release on the old transportation 

bus.  She asked if they could put the bus up for auction to sale.  Commissioners agreed to allow the 

sale of the bus. 

 

Teresa Head, Billy Bell-Mayor of Moscow and Mike Colantonio came in to talk about getting a 

license to sell liquor by the drink at Antlers.  There are different ways to accomplish this matter.  

The one they would like to use is declare that Antlers has at least 30% sales of food.  This should 

allow the establishment to sell liquor by the drink with a meal.  County Counselor is checking into 

the legality of this process. 

 

Alejandra Juarez with Blue Cross – Blue Shield brought the 2010 proposal for Stevens County to 

have the Commissioners look it over. 

 



Dave moved to go into executive session for non elected personnel for 10 minutes from 2:45pm to 

2:55pm with County Counsel, Robert Johnson present.  Gary seconded.  Motion carried.  Meeting 

reconvened at 2:55pm. 

 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk                              ________________________________ 

       Dave Bozone, Chairman 

 

 

 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

OCTOBER 23, 2009 

 

 

A special meeting was called to order by Dave Bozone, Chairman of the County Commissioners at 

1:00pm on October 23, 2009.  Dave called the meeting to order.  Commissioner Dave Bozone, 

Gary Baker and O D Littrell were present.  Also present was Susan Schulte, acting secretary. 

 

Kim Harper with Stevens County Airport Board brought in contracts for Commissioners to sign, 

concerning the new runway project. 

 

Vincent Mancini, Ashley Fiss and Tony McBride came in with bids.  Tony presented 2
nd

 bid 

package for the new Pioneer Manor project. 

 

The bid package that was accepted included: 

 

             Builders Plus Concrete, LLC for concrete work, reinforcement, duct flowable fill, 

             Energy edge & labor 

             Quote Amount:  $609,812.00 

             Control Budget Amount:  $583,690.00 

 

             Tatro Plumbing Company, Inc for mechanical 

             Quote Amount:  $3,410,908.00 

             Control Budget Amount:  $3,284,000.00 

 

 

              Davis Electric, Inc for electrical 

              Quote Amount:  $3,069,753.00 

              Control Budget Amount:  $3,092,020.00 

 

O D moved to accept these three sub contractors’ contracts in bid package 2.  Gary seconded.  

Motion carried. 

 

Ashley Fiss gave a brief update on the roofing problem at the Extension office.  She suggested 

getting bids for this along with another one and try keeping the cost lower. 

 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk                              ________________________________ 

       Dave Bozone, Chairman 

 

 

 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

NOVEMBER 2, 2009 

 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with all members present.  Also 

present were Bob Johnson, County Counselor, Pam Bensel, County Clerk and Marie Austin, 

Hugoton Hermes newspaper.  Chairman Dave Bozone called the meeting to order.  O D moved 

to approve the minutes of the last meeting.  Gary seconded.  Motion carried.  O D moved to 

approve the county vouchers.  Gary seconded.  Motion carried.  The clerk was instructed to draw 

warrants on the Treasurer chargeable to the various funds of the county for the following 

amounts: 

 



                                 General……………………………..………230,671.03 

                                 Road & Bridge……………………….…….139,451.62 

                                 Building………………………………....….134,365.43 

                                 Airport………………………………...………3,782.17 

                                 Employees Benefit……………………………1,515.69 

                                 Noxious Weed…………………...……...….…8,677.38 

                                 Diversion……………………………….....….…990.60 

                                 Community Health………………………......34,055.81 

                                 WEKANDO………………………….……….1,000.00 

 

O D moved to approve Resolution 09-09 establishing a petty cash fund up to $150.00 for the 

Stevens County Health Clinic.  Gary seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

J C Cantrell came in to discuss the different roads they are working on. 

 

He informed the Commissioners that G & M Construction will start working on the sidewalk 

between the Courthouse and Library. 

 

Robert Davis, Jr came in as a prospective member for the Hospital Board.  The Commissioners 

asked him what he thought about the hospital and how it helped the community. 

 

Robert explained his concerns and desires for the hospital. 

 

Dave moved to appoint Robert Davis, Jr to the Hospital Board for a 3 year term replacing Ron 

McFarlane for a term beginning January 1, 2010.  Gary seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Guy Rowden asked if he could have Hi Plains Lumber cut a piece of plexy glass for the ticket 

booth window in the Memorial Hall since Mead Lumber is unable to fulfill the request.  

Commissioners agreed to allow Hi Plains Lumber to finish this project. 

 

Teresa Head with Antlers at Moscow came in to find out the Commissioners decision on selling 

liquor by the drink.  Bob Johnson informed her that this will have to go to the public for a vote by 

resolution or by petition. 

 

Ted Heaton checked in but had no concerns with his department at this time. 

 

 By motion the Board adjourned. 

 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk                              ________________________________ 

       Dave Bozone, Chairman 

 

 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

NOVEMBER 23, 2009 

 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with all members present.  Also 

present were Bob Johnson, County Counselor, Susan Schulte, acting secretary, and RoGlenda 

Coulter, Hugoton Hermes newspaper.  Chairman Dave Bozone called the meeting to order.  

Dave moved to approve the minutes of the last meeting.  O D seconded.  Motion carried.  O D 

moved to approve the county vouchers.  Dave seconded.  Motion carried.  The clerk was 

instructed to draw warrants on the Treasurer chargeable to the various funds of the county for the 

following amounts: 

 

                                 General……………………………..………58,792.41 

                                 Road & Bridge……………………….…….50,917.04 

                                 Building…………………………….…....….1,303.88 

                                 Noxious Weed…………………...…....….…8,677.38 

                                 Alcoholic Treatment……………….….………237.50  

                                 Community Health……………….……......19,239.39 

                                 Fire Bequest…………………………………….40.00 

                                 Airport Grants……………………………….3,185.62 

                                 911 Land Line……………………………….1,076.41                                                  

                                 WEKANDO…………………….….……….2,500.00 

                                 Employee’s P/R Misc W/H………..………….117.75 

 



J C Cantrell reported on the light torn down by a semi-truck at the intersection of Road 12 and 

Road D.  Commissioners discussed and agreed to send the bill to the semi-truck owner for 

damages. 

 

Dave Bozone requested permission to go down the county right of way with a water line.  He 

excused himself from the room during the discussion and decision.  Gary moved to allow the 

request.  O D seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

J C is going to get bids on two pickups for the next commissioners meeting. 

 

Pat LeClerc with Group Benefits came in to give an overview on health insurance options.  She 

also discussed long term health care insurance. 

 

Tony McBride gave an update on the new Pioneer Manor progress.  He presented bid package 

Phase 2.  Dave moved to accept the bid package Phase 2 with amendments.  Gary seconded.  

Motion carried. 

 

Tony requested J C bring gravel to put in parking area at construction site.  Commissioners told 

Tony to contact J C. 

 

Ted checked in and said everything is going good.  They now are providing all inmate meals in-

house. 

 

Koleen Nosekabel brought in bids for a copier. 

              Stanfield Printing  $6,543.00 Minolta Bizhub 362 Digital copier 

                                            $4,800.00  service contract 

 

              Southern Office Supply  $8,325.00 Sharp MX-M363N Digital copier 

                                                      $291.37/mo Lease for 60 months 

                                                                           or 

                                                      $8,3170.00 Sharp MX3501N Digital copier 

                                                      $291.09/mo Lease for 60 months 

 

               Key Office  $15,143.00 Canon ir 3235i Copier 

                    Trade in  $ 7,358.48 

                                   $ 7,784.52 

 

After discussion, Gary moved to accept the bid from Stanfield Printing Company for 

$6,543.00/copier and $4,800.00/service agreement.  O D seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Clerk of the District Courts office also bought two Dell Optiplex 780 processors for $1,352.00 

each. 

 

Dave moved to go into executive session for land acquisition for 10 minutes from 11:05am to 

11:15am with Kim Harper and County Counsel, Robert Johnson present.  Gary seconded.  Motion 

carried. 

 

Dave moved to go back into executive session for 5 minutes from 11:15am to 11:20am.  O D 

seconded.  Motion carried.  Meeting reconvened at 11:20am. 

 

Gary moved to continue with Blue Cross – Blue Shield Health Insurance accepting Option 1.  O D 

seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk                              ________________________________ 

       Dave Bozone, Chairman 

 

 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

DECEMBER 7, 2009 

 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with all members present.  Also 

present were Bob Johnson, County Counselor, and Susan Schulte, acting secretary, and 

RoGlenda Coulter, Hugoton Hermes newspaper.  Chairman Dave Bozone called the meeting to 



order.  Dave moved to approve the minutes of the last meeting as presented.  O D seconded.  

Motion carried.  Dave moved to approve the county vouchers.  O D seconded.  Motion carried.  

The clerk was instructed to draw warrants on the Treasurer chargeable to the various funds of the 

county for the following amounts: 

 

                                 General……………………………..………214,993.40 

                                 Road & Bridge……………………….…….113,896.34 

                                 Airport…………………………………….…34,991.77 

                                 Building…………………………….….....…..1,233.38 

                                 Noxious Weed…………………...…....…...…7,709.98 

                                 Road Machinery……………………………..41,160.40 

                                 Alcoholic Treatment……………….….…...……237.50  

                                 Diversion………………………………….…….300.00 

                                 Insurance Agency Damages…………………..4,700.00 

                                 Community Health……………….…….........25,117.76 

 

Commissioners discussed Community Health and Community Service budget overages.  O D 

moved to allow the County General Fund to cover the overages.  Gary seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Commissioners discussed appraisal error.  Dave moved that Bob draft a letter and bill to send to 

Landmark Appraisal for expenses incurred to correct the error.  O D seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

O D moved to reappoint Mike Schechter as Stevens County’s council member to the Southwest 

Kansas Regional Emergency Planning Council.  Gary seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Jim Ghumm came in to bring sealed pickup bid and answered questions concerning service of 

vehicles and warranty work. 

 

J C Cantrell, R & B Supervisor, came in to open bids for two pickups.  Also, present. Alvin 

Riley: 

                          

                     Ghumm’s Auto Center   $37,385.00   2011 Ford F250 EXT CAB 4X4 

     $39,640.00 2011 Ford F250 CREW CAB 4X4 

     $  8,445.00 TRADE IN-1998 Ford F150 Super Cab 

     $  8,670.00 TRADE IN-1996 Ford F250 Crew Cab 

     $59,910.00 TOTAL WITH TRADES 

 

           Riley Chevrolet Buick, Inc 1st BID:  2010 Units to be ordered. 

      $32,227.40 2010 Silverado Crew Cab 4X4 

      $30,674.96 2010 Silverado Ext Cab 4X4 

      $  2,200.00 1996 Ford Flatbed  

      $  1,300.00 1998 Chevy ½ ton 2WD 

      $59,402.36 TOTAL WITH TRADES 

 

      2nd BID:  Have following in stock with more 

options 

      $33,113.74 2010 Silverado Crew Cab 4X4 LT 

        w/power seat, Bluetooth and Onstar 

      $32,131.57 2009 Silverado Ext Cab 4X4 LT 

        w/power seat, Bluetooth, Onstar and  

        Exterior Plus Package. 

      $  2,200.00 1996 Ford Flatbed  

      $  1,300.00 1998 Chevy ½ ton 2WD 

      $61,745.31 TOTAL WITH TRADES 

 

Dave moved to accept 1st BID for the 2010 Chevy Pickups from Riley Buick Chevrolet, Inc.  O 

D seconded. Gary opposed.  Motion carried. 

 

Mike McEvers & Bryan Smalley with TKO and Steve Harper came in to request information on 

obtaining permissions for a group of about fifteen farmers to lay a pipeline to furnish gas for 

irrigation motors.  Commissioners told them to try to obtain permission from all landowners 

affected by laying pipeline.  

 

Neal Gillespie came in to discuss a new state economic development guide he was told about at a 

recent conference he attended.  He suggested the possibility of the WEKANDO counties paying 



the cost of a full-page ad in the new guide.  Commissioners requested Neal contact the other 

counties and get their opinions. 

 

Commissioners discussed purchasing a commercial grade water softener for the courthouse.  

Dave moved to purchase the water softener.  Gary seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Commissioners discussed the Extension Office Roof.  Dave is going to contact Ashley Fiss to 

find out where we are with getting bids for this project.   

 

Commissioners asked Bob to contact Earles Engineering concerning area east of town. 

 

Ted reported everything going fine.  Commissioners also talked to him about putting camera into 

Memorial Hall.  He said he’d check into it. 

 

Jim O’Loughlin, Mike Schechter and Susan Schulte came in to give update on 9-1-1 addressing.  

Jim reported that they were “pretty well done” with the addressing.  He said they should to get 

the maps operational with the new data at the Sheriff Dept by Wednesday.  Susan reported she 

had talked to Connie with Pioneer Communications and she just had a few disconnected 

accounts needing addresses.  Commissioners agreed to pay the final invoice as soon as Mike and 

Susan have a chance to check over and okay all information sent and the maps are working 

properly at the Sheriffs Dept. 

 

By Motion, the Board Adjourned. 

      

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk                              ________________________________ 

       Dave Bozone, Chairman                                                                         

                           

 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

DECEMBER 21, 2009 

 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with all members present.  Also 

present were Bob Johnson, County Counselor, Pam Bensel and RoGlenda Coulter, Hugoton 

Hermes newspaper.  Chairman Dave Bozone called the meeting to order.  O D moved to approve 

the minutes of the last meeting as presented.  Dave seconded.  Motion carried.  Gary moved to 

approve the county vouchers.  O D seconded.  Motion carried.  The clerk was instructed to draw 

warrants on the Treasurer chargeable to the various funds of the county for the following 

amounts: 

 

                                 General……………………………..…….…29,851.22 

                                 Road & Bridge……………………….………5,263.98 

                                 Building…………………………….….......389,185.28 

                                 Noxious Weed…………………...….....…....26,780.67 

                                 Community Health……………….….….........3,543.43 

                                 911 Land Line………………………….….…1,076.41 

  

The Department Heads were asked to come in at 8:00am to discuss their departments and present 

any concerns.  Present were Mike Schechter, Ted Heaton, Robert Rich, Gene Leonard, Tom 

Fuhrmann, J C Cantrell, Paula Rowden, Guy Rowden, Susan Schulte, Roger Lynch, Connie 

Gold and Pam Bensel.  Not present was Betty Rosel. 

 

Dave Bozone started the meeting by thanking the Department Heads for their hard work.  He 

asked if anyone had any concerns or questions with any of their departments. 

 

Stacia Tauscher with Russell Child Development brought cookies to thank the Commissioners 

for their support in 2009. 

 

Gene Leonard came in with the evaluations for Noxious Weed and Landfill. 

 

Gary moved to go into executive session for evaluations on non elected personnel for 10 minutes 

from 9:05am to 9:15am with Gene Leonard and County Counsel, Robert Johnson present.  O D 

seconded.  Motion carried.  Meeting reconvened at 9:15am. 

 

Gene asked if the Noxious Weed Department could change the rates for spraying.  The 

Commissioners asked him to check with other counties for rates. 



 

J C Cantrell opened bids for furnaces in the Road & Bridge Shop.  There were two bids: 

 

            Lin Goode & Co             $9,000.00 

                                                    install 4 Trane 120,000 BTU, 95% furnaces, hung horizontal 

from  

                                                    ceiling.  Two in NW corner of new shop and two on South side 

of 

                                                    new shop.  Price includes enlarging 20’ of gas line to the North. 

                                                    PVC vents would extend through the nearest wall, labor &   

                                                    Materials 

 

             Moss Heating & Air      $10,452.50 

                                                    install 4 340AAV060140 Bryant 92% efficiency multipoise 

fixed 

                                                    capacity furnaces, supply duct fittings, insulated return duct 

                                                    fittings, flues, Honeywell thermostats, custom built stands, labor 

 

Gary moved to accept the bid from Lin Goode & Co for $9,000.00.  O D seconded.  Motion 

carried. 

 

J C brought in the evaluations for the Road & Bridge Department. 

 

Dave moved to go into executive session for evaluations on non elected personnel for 15 minutes 

from 9:45am to 10:00am with J C Cantrell and County Counsel, Robert Johnson present.  O D 

seconded.  Motion carried.  Meeting reconvened at 10:00am. 

 

Tony Martin, Fair Board President, came in with a list for 2010-2012 new Fair Board members 

for 

the Commissioners approval.  

 

Dave moved to accept the list of names as Fair Board members for 2010-2012.  O D seconded.  

Motion carried. 

 

Robert Rich came in with the Wellness Center evaluations. 

 

Dave moved to go into executive session for evaluations on non elected personnel for 10 minutes 

from 10:20am to 10:30am with Robert Rich and County Counsel, Robert Johnson present.  O D 

seconded.  Motion carried.  Meeting reconvened at 10:30am. 

 

O D moved to go into executive session for another 10 minutes from 10:30am to 10:40am on 

non elected personnel with Robert Rich and County Counsel, Robert Johnson present.  Dave 

seconded.  Motion carried.  Meeting reconvened at 10:40am. 

 

Paula Rowden came in with the evaluation for Community Health.   

 

Dave moved to go into executive session for evaluations on non elected personnel for 15 minutes 

from 11:05am to 11:20am with Paula Rowden and County Counsel, Robert Johnson present.  

Gary seconded.  Motion carried.  Meeting reconvened at 11:20am. 

 

Paula asked if she should advertise the old van at the Community Health for sale.  The 

Commissioners informed her to advertise on the Purple Wave Internet Auction web site. 

 

Dave moved to go into executive session for evaluations on non elected personnel for 10 minutes 

from 11:35am to 11:45am with Tom Fuhrmann and County Counsel, Robert Johnson present.  O 

D seconded.  Motion carried.  Meeting reconvened at 11:45am. 

 

Dave moved to give all full time county employees that make less than $36,000.00 a year a 2% 

raise with the exception of Commissioners. 

 

Dax Gaskill, Shannon Crawford and Kim Harper with the Airport Board came in to discuss non 

elected personnel. 

 



O D moved to go into executive session to discuss non elected personnel for 20 minutes from 

1:20pm to 1:40pm with Dax Gaskill, Shannon Crawford, Kim Harper and County Counsel, 

Robert Johnson present.  Gary seconded.  Motion carried.  Meeting reconvened at 1:40pm. 

 

Ashley Fiss brought in some estimates for re-roofing & alterations of the Extension office and a 

portion of the Hospital. 

 

The Commissioners asked her to get bids and bring them to the February 8
th

 meeting to open at 

10:00am. 

 

The Commissioners decided to have the last meeting of the year on December 30
th

 at 6pm 

instead of 8:30am. 

 

By Motion, the Board Adjourned. 

      

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk                              ________________________________ 

       Dave Bozone, Chairman                                                                          

 

 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

DECEMBER 30, 2009 

 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with all members present.  Also 

present were Bob Johnson, County Counselor, Pam Bensel and RoGlenda Coulter, Hugoton 

Hermes newspaper.  Chairman Dave Bozone called the meeting to order.  O D moved to approve 

the minutes of the last meeting as presented.  Gary seconded.  Motion carried.  O D moved to 

approve the county vouchers.  Gary seconded.  Motion carried.  The clerk was instructed to draw 

warrants on the Treasurer chargeable to the various funds of the county for the following 

amounts: 

 

                                 General……………………………..…….…211,233.81 

                                 Road & Bridge……………………….…..…100,353.08 

                                 Airport…………………………………...…….4,523.22 

                                 Building………………………………..….......1,796.45 

                                 Noxious Weed…………………......….....…....6,246.21 

                                 Diversion………………………………….…….349.29 

                                 Community Health…………………..…........26,887.81 

                                 Employee’s P/R Misc W/H………….……….…..59.86 

 

O D moved to accept the amended Bylaws and Interlocal Cooperation Agreement for membership 

in KCAMP and Resolution 09-10. 

 

By Motion, the Board Adjourned. 

      

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk                              ________________________________ 

       Dave Bozone, Chairman   

                                                                        

 

 

  COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

JANUARY 4, 2010 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with all members present.  Also present were Bob 

Johnson, County Counselor, Pam Bensel, County Clerk and RoGlenda Coulter, Hugoton Hermes.  Chairman 

Dave Bozone called the meeting to order.   

Dave moved to appoint O D Littrell as Chairman.  Gary seconded.  Motion carried. 

Dave moved to appoint Gary Baker as Vice Chairman. Gary seconded.  Motion carried. 

Gary moved to appoint the Hugoton Hermes as the official newspaper for Stevens County. Dave seconded.  

Motion carried. 

Dave moved to have Citizens State Bank as the bank depository for Stevens County.  Gary seconded.  Motion 

  



carried. 

Dave moved to have First National Bank as secondary depository for Stevens County.  Gary seconded.  Motion 

carried. 

Dave moved to continue the meeting days and time on the 1st and 3rd Mondays at 8:30am unless Monday is a 

county holiday then the meeting will be on Tuesday.  Gary seconded.  Motion carried. 

Pam Bensel, County Clerk presented the GAAP waiver Resolution10-01 to be approved and signed.  Dave moved 

to adopt the GAAP Resolution10-01.  Gary seconded.  Motion carried. 

Dave moved to go into executive session for non elected personnel for 15 minutes from 8:55am to 9:10am with 

County Counsel, Robert Johnson present.  Gary seconded.  Motion carried.  Meeting reconvened at 9:10 

Susan presented an encumbrance letter for 2009 for GIS in the amount of $4,100.00 for per diem, mileage, motel 

expenses and registration incurred for schooling and training classes. 

Dave moved to allow the 2009 encumbrance letter for GIS in the amount of $4,100.00.  Gary seconded.  Motion 

carried. 

Susan presented a 2009 transfer letter for GIS in the amount of $8,000.00 to transfer into the County Equipment 

Fund within General. 

Dave moved to allow the 2009 transfer letter for GIS in the amount of $8,000.00 to transfer into the County 

Equipment Fund within General.  Gary seconded.  Motion carried. 

An encumbrance letter was brought in to the Commissioners for Stevens County Fitness Center in the amount of 

$10,596.38 for maintenance/repairs of the Ford tractor and equipment for the fitness center. 

The encumbrance letter for the Stevens County Fitness Center was not approved at this time. 

J C Cantrell came in to talk about the raise that was given to the Stevens County employees. 

J C asked to have the remaining 2009 Road & Bridge budget transferred into the Highway Improvement Fund – 

225 ($500,000) and the Road Machinery Fund – 220 ($300,000). 

Dave moved to allow the transaction for the 2009 Road & Bridge budget with the approval of the auditors.  Gary 

seconded.  Motion carried. 

Dave moved appoint Gary as delegate to the WEKANDO Board.  O D seconded.  Motion carried. 

O D moved to appoint Dave as delegate to the Port Authority Board.  Gary seconded.  Motion carried. 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk                              ________________________________                                

                                                                       O D Littrell, Chairman 

 

 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

JANUARY 18, 2010 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with all members present.  Also 

present were Bob Johnson, County Counselor, Pam Bensel, County Clerk, Susan Schulte, acting secretary and 

RoGlenda Coulter,  Hugoton Hermes.  Chairman O D Littrell called the meeting to order.  Gary moved to 

approve the minutes of the last meeting.  Dave seconded.  Motion carried.  Dave moved to approve the county 

vouchers.  Gary seconded.  Motion carried.  The clerk was instructed to draw warrants on the Treasurer 

chargeable to the various funds of the county for the following amounts: 

                                 General…………………………….………..72,727.01  

                                 Road & Bridge……………………………...15,827.27 



                                 Airport…………………………………..…108,854.11 

                                 Building…………………………………....335,071.57 

                                 Noxious Weed…………………………..……...101.85 

                                 Library……………………………………..114,515.50 

                                 Alcoholic Treatment……………………………237.50 

                                 Community Health…………………………...3,407.78 

Dave moved to change the March 15th meeting to March 22nd.   O D seconded.  Motion carried. 

Koleen Nosekabel was allowed to buy the hard drive on her old computer in the Clerk of the District Court for 

$50.00. 

Robert Rich presented an encumbrance letter for 2009 for the Wellness Center in the amount of $10,596.38 for 

reupholstering several of the weight equipment, insulate the office area of the building, repair the leaks in the roof 

and insulate, retile and make some updates to the restroom and update on equipment from Hibbett Sports and 

Sam’s Club. 

Dave moved to allow the 2009 encumbrance letter for the Wellness Center in the amount of $10,596.38.  Gary 

seconded.  Motion carried. 

Dave moved to go into executive session for land acquisition and attorney/client privileges for 15 minutes from 

9:15am to 9:30am with County Counsel, Robert Johnson present.  Gary seconded.  Motion carried.  Meeting 

reconvened at 9:30am. 

J C Cantrell presented the Road & Bridge annual report for 2009. 

Gary moved to approve Resolution 10-02 approving the sale of Cereal Malt Beverage in the County at the 

Dirtona Racetrack for Ron and Millie Heger.  Dave seconded.  Motion carried. 

Rex Evans came in to discuss the flooring at the Law Enforcement Center.  Ted is checking into having repairs 

done on the floor. 

Gene Leonard came in to discuss the spray-labor and equipment rates for spraying chemicals for the State of 

Kansas and private individuals and prairie dog treatment. 

Gary moved to allow Gene to raise the labor & equipment rates for spraying weeds and prairie dog treatment.   

Dave seconded.  Motion carried. 

           Labor rate for weed spray for State               $35.00 

           Equipment rate for weed spray for State       $30.00 

           Labor rate for weed spray for Private with 

              one hour minimum                                     $35.00 

           Prairie Dog Treatment rate per hour plus   

              the cost of the bait                                      $35.00 

Ted Heaton requested to have the alleys and streets in Meadows (Feterita) vacated.   

The Commissioners agreed to vacate the alleys and streets in Meadows (Feterita).  Robert Johnson is drawing up 

a resolution. 

Millie Heger came in to check on the cereal malt beverage license.  Pam Bensel gave her an application to fill out 

and Ted Heaton will need to ask for a background check before the license is issued. 

Mike Schechter came in to discuss protocols for moving patients that have already fallen before the EMS 



department arrives at the destination. 

Mike also discussed the transporting of patients. 

Mike asked about having the county pay for the membership for the firemen to go to the Wellness Center.  He 

asked about using the donated money in the Fire Bequest fund.  The Commissioners agreed to allow this.  This 

will have to go through the individual’s payroll according to the auditor, Theresa Dasenbrock. 

Shelby Martin came in to ask if she could have Zumba classes at the Wellness Center on Tuesday and Thursday 

evening, also.  The classes will be starting on Tuesday, January 19.  The Commissioners were in agreement to 

allow the classes.  O D will talk to Robert Rich. 

Neal Gillespie came in to explain Neighborhood Revitalization.  Commissioners discussed software costs and 

city/school involvement.  Commissioners discussed opting into Neighborhood Revitalization if both school 

districts and both cities opt in, also.  Neal is going to check with the other entities. 

Doug Martin came in to request reappointment to the Economic Development Board.  Dave moved to reappoint 

Doug to the Economic Development Board.  Gary seconded.  Motion carried. 

Harry Bartel came in to discuss concerns about the Airport losing grant money and forfeiting future grant money.  

Harry was told the Airport Board assured the Commissioners there wasn’t any grant money at stake. 

Harry asked if he could have more time to get his personal belongings from the office and the hanger at the 

Airport.  Commissioners said he needed to talk to the Airport Board. 

Harry discussed Air Petro giving 1,400 gallons of fuel to him to promote the airport.  He said there is 690 gallons 

remaining and he wants it to go the Eagle Med.  Commissioners said they would have the Airport Board check 

for excess fuel. 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk                              ________________________________                                

                                                                         O D Littrell, Chairman 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

FEBRUARY 1, 2010 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with all members present.  Also 

present were Bob Johnson, County Counselor, Pam Bensel, County Clerk and Marie Austin, Hugoton Hermes.  

Chairman O D Littrell called the meeting to order.  Dave moved to approve the minutes of the last meeting.  Gary 

seconded.  Motion carried.  Dave moved to approve the county vouchers.  Gary seconded.  Motion carried.  The 

clerk was instructed to draw warrants on the Treasurer chargeable to the various funds of the county for the 

following amounts: 

                                 General……………………………..……....653,526.79  

                                 Road & Bridge……………………………..105,215.58 

                                 Airport…………………………………..…….4,436.55 

                                 Fair…………………………………………..56,750.00 

                                 Services for Elderly…………………………91,237.50 

                                 Building…………………………………....613,917.68 

                                 Employees Benefit………………………...163,423.00 

                                 Noxious Weed…………………………..……9,242.54 

                                 Hospital Maint…………………………...1,062,500.00 

                                 Insurance Agency………………………….125,205.00 



                                 Alcoholic Treatment……………………………237.50  

                                 Diversion………………………………………..356.58 

                                 Community Health……………………..…...23,475.79 

                                 911 Land Line…………………………...……1,089.32 

                                 Airport Grants……………………………...278,398.83 

O D moved to go into executive session for land acquisition, contract negotiation and non elected personnel for 

15 minutes from 8:55am to 9:10am with County Counsel, Robert Johnson present.  Dave seconded.  Motion 

carried.   

Dave moved to go back into executive session for land acquisition, contract negotiation and non elected personnel 

for 15 minutes from 9:10am to 9:25am with County Counsel, Robert Johnson present.  Gary seconded.  Motion 

carried.  Meeting reconvened at 9:25am. 

Gary reported on the KLPG meeting in Topeka.   

J C Cantrell came in to discuss getting bids for a Bomag pneumatic tired roller. 

Commissioners agreed to allow J C to get bids for a new and used Bomag pneumatic tired roller to be opened at 

the next Commissioners meeting on February 16, 2010. 

J C got two proposals for hauling rock:  Eastern Colorado Aggregates - $9.60 per US ton 

                                                                 delivery from Holly, CO to Hugoton, KS 

                                                                 Martin Trucking, Inc - $12.50 per US ton delivery from  

                                                                 Holly, CO to Hugoton, KS 

J C chose Eastern Colorado Aggregates, LLLP to haul rock for the Road & Bridge Department. 

Jack Rowden with Citizens State Bank and Barry Angell and Gary Gold with First National Bank came in to 

present a proposal for a finance/ownership lease purchase in the amount of $8,000,000.00 and ten year term on 

the construction of the long term care facility-Pioneer Manor.  

Bob Johnson says he will get in contact with Sarah Steele, Gilmore and Bell about starting the paperwork. 

Ted Heaton came in to inform the Commissioners that an antennae had been installed in the Law Enforcement 

Center building to get better cell phone reception. 

Dave moved to go into executive session for land acquisition for 15 minutes from 10:20am to 10:35am with 

County Counsel, Robert Johnson present.  Gary seconded.  Motion carried.  Meeting reconvened at 10:35am. 

Dave moved to appoint Ted Heaton to the Southwest Regional Juvenile Detention Center Advisory Board, 

replacing Mark Crawford.  Gary seconded.  Motion carried. 

Steve Rome came in to ask for reappointment to the Economic Development Board.   

O D moved to reappoint Steve Rome to the Economic Development Board for a 3 year term.  Dave seconded.  

Motion carried. 

Roger Lynch came in and asked about laying gas line in ditches on private property.  Bob Johnson says the 

individual will have to contact the land owner on private property.  If it is on the county right-of-way they are to 

talk to the County Commissioners and if they need to go across the road they will need to talk to J C Cantrell. 

Dave moved to go into executive session for non elected personnel and contract negotiation for 15 minutes from 

11:00am to 11:15am with County Counsel, Robert Johnson and Airport Board members: Kim Harper, Shannon 

Crawford, Dax Gaskill and Robert Davis, Jr present.  O D seconded.  Motion carried.  Meeting reconvened at 

11:15am. 



Tony McBride and Dwayne West presented the progress report for the Pioneer Manor project. 

Kim Harper, Dax Gaskill, Shannon Crawford and Robert Davis, Jr came in and asked the Commissioners if they 

would have a problem with the Airport Board rented space to an individual spray company.  The Commissioners 

said if the Airport Board agrees to do this it is fine with them.  

 By motion the Board adjourned. 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk                              ________________________________                                

                                                                        O D Littrell, Chairman 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

FEBRUARY 3, 2010 

A special meeting was called to order by O D Littrell, Chairman of the County Commissioners at 

12:30pm on February 3, 2010 at the Ranchito Restaurant.  O D Littrell, Gary Baker and Pam Bensel, County 

Clerk were present.  Also present were Kim Harper, Shannon Crawford, Bob Passmore, Risa Norton – Airport 

Board, Dr Rodrick Heger, Dr Samer Al-Hashmi – Stevens County Clinic/Hospital, Linda Stalcup – Hospital 

Administrator, Dawn Maas – Director of Nursing, Mike Schechter – EMS Director, Ruthie Winget – Hugoton 

Hermes newspaper reporter, Selia Simmons and Shelia Rupp – Eagle Med Air Ambulance.   

Selia and Shelia explained the reason Eagle Med chose Liberal to be based out of instead of Hugoton.  Liberal has 

an Instrument Landing System, a hanger that already meets the standard for housing the bigger aircraft and a 

larger landing strip. 

Eagle Med is purchasing a new King Air B-200 aircraft which will be faster than the C-90 King Air aircraft that 

is being used at the present time.  Being at Liberal will allow them to get here in less than 15 minutes.  There will 

be a nurse, paramedic and pilot on call at all times. 

They also explained they are offering membership which will pay the out-of-pocket expenses after the health 

insurance pays the allowed charge. 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk                              ________________________________                                

                                                                        O D Littrell, Chairman 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

FEBRUARY 16, 2010 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with all members present.  Also 

present were Bob Johnson, County Counselor, Pam Bensel, County Clerk and RoGlenda Coulter,  Hugoton 

Hermes.  Chairman O D Littrell called the meeting to order.  Gary moved to approve the minutes of the last 

meeting.  Dave seconded.  Motion carried.  Dave moved to approve the county vouchers.  O D seconded.  Motion 

carried.  The clerk was instructed to draw warrants on the Treasurer chargeable to the various funds of the county 

for the following amounts: 

                                 General…………………………….………..51,179.71  

                                 Road & Bridge……………………………...17,983.41 

                                 Building……………………………….……...6,635.13 

                                 Noxious Weed……………………………......2,483.24 

                                 Road Machinery…………………………….59,402.36 

                                 Highway Improvement……………………..84,574.84 

                                 Community Health……………………..….....4,326.51 

                                 Employee’s P/R Misc W/H…………………..1,620.00 



Dave moved to go into executive session for land acquisition, contract negotiation and litigation for 25 minutes 

from 8:50am to 9:15am with County Counsel, Robert Johnson present.  Gary seconded.  Motion carried. 

O D moved to change the July 5th meeting to July 6th.  Dave seconded.  Motion carried. 

Gary moved to join the law suit with Barton County and other western counties to recapture monies on severance 

tax for minerals.  Bob will be working with Richard Boeckman, Barton County Counselor.  Dave seconded.  

Motion carried. 

O D moved to accept the proposal for the finance/ownership lease purchase with Citizens State Bank and First 

National Bank in the amount of $8,000,000.00 with a 4.45 % interest rate and ten year term on the construction of 

the long term care facility-Pioneer Manor.  Dave seconded.  Motion carried. 

The Commissioners were presented with a resolution for the Stevens County Multi Hazard Mitigation Plan.  Gary 

moved to adopt Resolution 10-03 for the Stevens County Multi Hazard Mitigation Plan.  Dave seconded.  Motion 

carried.   

J C Cantrell asked about individuals using the county right of way.  The Commissioners told him this is not 

county policy to allow individuals to use the county right of way.  The individual needs to talk to the land owner.  

O D opened bids on a Bomag for Road and Bridge. 

          Berry Tractor     new     2010 BW11RH Bomag  1 year warranty or 1000 hours in the  

                                                 amount of $59,337.00 

                                                      trade in    7,500.00 – 1978 Hyster roller 

                                                          total $51,837.00 

                                     used     2008 BW11RH Bomag  30 days money back warranty 

                                                  amount of $47,262.00 

                                                      trade in     7,500.00 

                                                          total  $39,762.00 

Gary moved to accept the bid from Berry Tractor for the new 2010 BW11RH Bomag.  O D seconded.  Motion 

carried. 

Ashley Fiss, Nancy Sides, Craig Malone, Rick Wolters and Nate Wolters came in for the opening of bids on the 

Extension Office roof.  O D opened bids from Malone Enterprises of Ulysses and Wolters Construction, LLC of 

Hugoton. 

        Malone Enterprises  base bid proposal                           $98,000.00    100 days 

                     Alternate #1 Proposal (replace exterior doors)      7,500.00     no additional days 

                     Alternate #2 Proposal (SBS Modified roof in      -1,500.00     no additional days 

                                                                          lieu of TPO) $104,000.00 

        Wolters Construction LLC  base bid proposal                $79,596.25    120 days 

                      Alternate #1 Proposal (replace exterior doors)     7,726.50     no additional days 

                      Alternate #2 Proposal (SBS Modified roof in      3,780.00    no additional days 

                                                                          lieu of TPO)  $91,102.75 

Dave moved to accept Wolters Construction LLC bid with both Alternate’s 1 and 2.  Gary seconded.  Motion 

carried. 



Ashley will talk with the Hospital Board about their roof situation. 

Don Trentham, John Akers, Jeff Ramsey, Tony Hall and Rick Schroeder with the Golf Course Board came in to 

discuss the money situation for the extra nine hole course project. 

There was discussion of different ways to raise the remaining amount of money needed for the extra nine holes. 

Pat LeClerc with Group Benefit Specialists came in to discuss long term care insurance for the Stevens County 

Employees.  

Tony McBride, Vincent Mancini, Ashley Fiss and Emily Peterson came in to present the final plans for the long 

term care project- Pioneer Manor. 

Vincent presented a plaque award to the Commissioners from American Concrete Institute for a 2009 Project 

under $6 million. 

Paul Kitzke and Rex Evans came in to discuss charging inmates for medical expenses incurred while 

incarcerated.   

Paul says a statute has been passed so the counties can recover the medical cost on an inmate while incarcerated. 

Rex informed the Commissioners that Mr Cobb from Moscow refinished the flooring at the Law Enforcement 

Center and he will maintain it on a monthly basis.       

By motion the Board adjourned. 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk                              ________________________________                                

                                                                        O D Littrell, Chairman 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

MARCH 1, 2010 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with all members present.  Also 

present were Bob Johnson, County Counselor, Pam Bensel, County Clerk and RoGlenda Coulter,  Hugoton 

Hermes.  Chairman O D Littrell called the meeting to order.  Dave moved to approve the minutes of the last 

meeting.  Gary seconded.  Motion carried.  O D moved to approve the county vouchers.  Dave seconded.  Motion 

carried.  The clerk was instructed to draw warrants on the Treasurer chargeable to the various funds of the county 

for the following amounts: 

                                 General…………………………….………..197,763.86  

                                 Road & Bridge……………………………...118,591.90 

                                 Building……………………………….……456,490.74 

                                 Airport……………………………………...….4,259.91 

                                 Noxious Weed…………………………….......5,939.98 

                                 Highway Improvement…………………...….73,539.05 

                                 Alcoholic Treatment…………………………….237.50 

                                 Community Health……………………..…....25,457.89 

                                 Reg of Deeds Tech Fund…………………………81.09 

                                 911 Land Line………………………...……….1,089.32 

Dave moved for Stevens County to file a claim against the State pursuant to the Barton County letter following 

the law suit to recapture the monies on severance tax for minerals.  Gary seconded.  Motion carried. 

Gary moved to reappoint Sue Hagman, Debra Schartz, Paula Sosa and Dave Bozone to the Cimarron Basin 



Community Corrections Advisory Board for a three year term as of March 31, 2010. 

Guy Rowden came in to discuss the problems with gas smells in the Memorial Hall.  He explained every time the 

wind blows the pilot lights on the stove blow out.  He asked about checking into the cost of an electronic striker 

for the stove.  The Commissioners agreed to allow getting a quote for an electronic striker. 

J C Cantrell came in to discuss Ron Brewer using the County’s right of way for laying a pipeline since the 

landowner will not give him permission to go on their land. 

Commissioners discussed having all county employees do direct deposit. 

Josh Morris and Nancy Honig came in to talk about counties districting together.  Nancy explained the benefits of 

the program.  Each county would still have their own offices but the funding would be changed.  There would be 

cost savings for supplies.  Each agent would be more specialized in an area and would represent each county in 

that particular area.  The state is not asking for this at this time. 

Nancy explained some of the programs that the 4H Clubs are working on. 

Josh asked if it would be possible to put a wind break at the new Pioneer Manor site as one of the projects.  The 

Forest Service will furnish the trees and the Conservation District is in agreement with the project.  

Commissioners decided it is too early to make a decision. 

Josh also was asking if the County had any land available for a shooting range to help with another project. 

Ted Heaton presented a bid from Riley Chevrolet Buick, Inc. 

                    2010 Chevrolet Silverado 4X4 Crew Cab PU with              $32,795.96 

                    a front Grille Guard Black 

                                                                                Less trade in                12,650.00 

                    2008 Chevrolet Silverado 4X4 Crew Cab PU – K 9            $20,145.96 

Dave moved to accept the bid from Riley Chevrolet Buick, Inc for a 2010 Chevrolet Silverado 4X4 Crew Cab PU 

in the amount of $20,145.96. 

Gene Leonard came in with a bid from Lee Construction, Inc for crushing approximately 5,000 tons of waste 

concrete. 

                    Mobilization        $2,000.00 

                    Crush Concrete    $9.25 per ton 

Gene asked about raising the cost of selling crushed concrete.  The Commissioners agreed to allow the cost to be 

raised to $12.00 a ton. 

Dave moved to accept the bid from Lee Construction, Inc for crushing concrete at the landfill.  Gary seconded.  

Motion carried. 

Dave moved to go into executive session for non elected personnel for 25 minutes from 10:25am to 11:00am with 

County Counsel, Robert Johnson, Warren Willis and Ted Heaton, Sheriff present.  O D seconded.  Motion 

carried.  Meeting reconvened at 11:00am. 

O D moved to go into executive session for non elected personnel for 10 minutes from 11:17am to 11:27am with 

County Counsel, Robert Johnson present.  Dave seconded.  Motion carried.  Meeting reconvened at 11:27am. 

Tony McBride presented bid package #3B for the Pioneer Manor project to the Commissioners.   

O D moved to approve bid package #3B.  Dave seconded.  Motion carried.   

Kim Harper came in to update the Commissioners on the airport project.  The Airport Board is taking bids to 

relocate the road at the airport.  This will be paid through the airport grant funds.     

Dave moved to go into executive session for non elected personnel for 25 minutes from 1:10pm to 1:20pm with 



County Counsel, Robert Johnson, Ted Heaton, Sheriff and Roger Lynch present.  O D seconded.  Motion carried.   

O D moved to go back into executive session for another 5 minutes from 1:25pm to 1:30pm with County 

Counsel, Robert Johnson and Roger Lynch present.  Dave seconded.  Motion carried.  Meeting reconvened at 

1:30pm. 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk                              ________________________________                                

                                                                        O D Littrell, Chairman 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

MARCH 22, 2010 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with O D Littrell and Dave Bozone present.  Also 

present were Bob Johnson, County Counselor, Pam Bensel, County Clerk and RoGlenda Coulter, Hugoton 

Hermes.  Chairman O D Littrell called the meeting to order.  Dave moved to approve the minutes of the last 

meeting.  O D seconded.  Motion carried.  Dave moved to approve the county vouchers. O D seconded.  Motion 

carried.  The clerk was instructed to draw warrants on the Treasurer chargeable to the various funds of the county 

for the following amounts: 

                                 General…………………………….………..56,717.91  

                                 Road & Bridge……………………………...28,417.76 

                                 Building……………………………….……..3,643.63 

                                 Employees Benefit………………………..…8,496.00 

                                 Noxious Weed…………………………….....1,768.31 

                                 Road Machinery…………………….………56,537.00 

                                 Highway Improvement……………………173,205.40 

                                 Community Health……………………..…....5,110.20 

                                 Fire Bequest………………………………….1,617.00 

                                 911 Land Line……………………….....…….1,089.32 

                                 Employee’s P/R Misc W/H……………...…….117.89 

Jack Rowden, Barry Angell and Greg Bond came in to finalize the paperwork for the Pioneer Manor project and 

have the contract certificate in the amount of $8,000,000 signed and approved by the Commissioners. 

Dave moved to adopt Resolution 10-04 authorizing Stevens County to enter into a lease purchase transaction, 

which will be used to pay for constructing and installing improvements for a nursing home facility located in the 

county.  O D seconded.  Motion carried. 

J C Cantrell came in for bids on a 2010 Tandem truck.  There were two bids. 

           Liberal Kenworth 

                2010 Kenworth W900B Dump Truck and dump body              $110,842.00 

                Trade in allowance on a 1995 International truck                          15,250.00     

                                                                                                  Total          $ 95,592.00 

            Peterbilt of Garden city 

                 2010 Peterbilt 365Dump truck and dump body                         $115,920.00 



                 Trade in allowance on a 1995 International truck                           7,500.00    

                                                                                                   Total         $108,420.00 

Dave moved to accept the bid from Liberal Kenworth for a 2010 Kenworth W900B Dump truck and dump body 

in the amount of $95,592.00.  O D seconded.  Motion carried. 

Ashley Fiss came in to discuss the Extension roof project and alterations.     

The Commissioners agreed to the alteration of the cost to insulate make-up air ducts for $400.00.   

The Commissioners were undecided on the alteration of the cost to roof the concrete canopy with the same 

system as the new roof for $6,200.00. 

Ashley talked to the Commissioners about the Hospital roof.  The Hospital board wants to wait on the bid 

because they still want a metal roof. 

Ted Heaton came in to update the Commissioners on the Sheriff’s department. 

O D moved that all county employees will go direct deposit as of May1, 2010.  Dave seconded.  Motion carried.  

Paula Rowden came in to discuss funding streams for the Community Health Department.   

Paula informed the Commissioners that the State suggested the health departments become accredited.  Paula felt 

this would be beneficial for the county with future grant funding from the State.   

The Commissioners instructed Paula to pursue this avenue of accreditation and find out what else needs to be 

done.  

Paula discussed future ideas for the Public Transportation Program. Commissioners agreed to continue as is. 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk                              ________________________________   

                                                                                          O D Littrell, Chairman 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

MARCH 25, 2010 

A special meeting was called to order by O D Littrell, Chairman of the County Commissioners at 

8:00am on March 25, 2010.  O D Littrell and Dave Bozone were present.  Also present were Pam Bensel, County 

Clerk, Theresa Dasenbrock and Mary Floto, auditors with Lewis, Hooper and Dick. 

Theresa discussed the 2009 transfers to the 2010 funds. 

Dave moved to go into executive session for non elected personnel for 15 minutes from 9:07am to 9:22am with 

Theresa Dasenbrock and Mary Floto present.  O D seconded.  Motion carried.  Meeting reconvened at 9:22am. 

Guy Rowden and Ron Sides with Pioneer Communications came in to discuss internet access in the Memorial 

Hall.  There are different business’ that rent the Memorial Hall that need to access the internet for their 

presentations.  The cost would be approximately $300.00 plus the cost of the wire.   

The Commissioners agreed to allow Pioneer Communication to put internet in the Memorial Hall. 

 By motion the Board adjourned. 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk                              ________________________________     

                                                                                        O D Littrell, Chairman 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

APRIL 5, 2010 



The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with all members present.  Also present were Bob 

Johnson, County Counselor, Pam Bensel, County Clerk and RoGlenda Coulter, Hugoton Hermes.  Chairman O D 

Littrell called the meeting to order.  Dave moved to approve the minutes of the last meeting.  O D seconded.  

Motion carried.  Dave moved to approve the county vouchers. O D seconded.  Motion carried.  The clerk was 

instructed to draw warrants on the Treasurer chargeable to the various funds of the county for the following 

amounts: 

                                 General…………………………….………..328,224.82  

                                 Road & Bridge……………………………...167,317.64 

                                 Airport………………………………………..66,846.10 

                                 Building……………………………...….…..736,856.10 

                                 Noxious Weed…………………..…...…….....13,685.07 

                                 Library……………………………...….....…114,515.50 

                                 Highway Improvement……………….….……4,841.59 

                                 Alcoholic Treatment……………………......……237.50 

                                 Community Health………………….…...…...48,440.07 

                                 Airport Grants……………………….….…..307,327.84 

                                 Reg of Deeds Tech………………….…………4,227.45 

                                 Employee’s P/R Misc W/H………….……...…….83.11 

O D moved to go into executive session for non elected personnel and attorney/client for 20 minutes from 8:52am 

to 9:12am with County Counsel, Robert Johnson present.  Dave seconded.  Motion carried.  Meeting reconvened 

at 9:12am. 

O D moved to replace Connie Gold with Lori Rome to be in charge of checking and signing the time cards for the 

personnel in the Stevens County Appraiser’s office.  Gary seconded.  Motion carried. 

Ted Heaton came in with a quote for siren control equipment and services to be used at the Law Enforcement 

Center for Stevens County.  The amount was $18,549.55.  The Commissioners will decide at a later date. 

J C Cantrell came in to give an update of the Road and Bridge Department. 

Commissioners discussed the entities that buy items costing over $500.00 need to have them pre approved by the 

Commissioners.  The Commissioners talked about raising the cost limit. 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk                              ________________________________  

                                                                                           O D Littrell, Chairman 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

APRIL 19, 2010 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with all members present.  Also present were Bob 

Johnson, County Counselor, Pam Bensel, County Clerk and RoGlenda Coulter, Hugoton Hermes.  Chairman O D 

Littrell called the meeting to order.  Dave moved to approve the minutes of the last meeting.  Gary seconded.  

Motion carried.  Dave moved to approve the county vouchers. Gary seconded.  Motion carried.  The clerk was 

instructed to draw warrants on the Treasurer chargeable to the various funds of the county for the following 

amounts: 

                                 General…………………………….………..30,641.50  



                                 Road & Bridge……………………………...22,135.49 

                                 Building……………………………...….…..10,235.65 

                                 Noxious Weed…………………..…...…….....3,781.35 

                                 Highway Improvement……………………...….272.35 

                                 Community Health…………………..……….5,138.58 

                                 911 Land Line………………………………...1,097.93 

                                 Wekando…………………………...………....7,500.00 

                                 Employee’s P/R Misc W/H………….…….....1,980.84 

Dave moved to go into executive session for attorney/client for 15 minutes from 8:10am to 8:25am with County 

Counsel, Robert Johnson present.  O D seconded.  Motion carried.  Meeting reconvened at 8:25am. 

Kim Harper, Steve Rome, Keith Rome, Dwayne Hull, Erick and Debbie Nordling, Jay Garetson, Darin Heger, 

Neal Gillespie, Rick Sheldon, Barbara Sheldon, J C Cantrell and Roger Lynch came in to discuss a new business 

facility of grain elevators owned by Hansen Mueller.   

Steve Rome talked to several coop entities about this facility and they were in favor of the business.   

The facility will be on the SE 5-33-37, 40A which the land is owned by Barbara Sheldon and the company will be 

purchasing the land from Barbara Sheldon.  

Jay Garetson explained the process of the developing of the site and asked if the Commissioners would agree to 

pave the road up to the site.  The plan is to have the operation up and going by September 1, 2010. 

Gary Baker moved to commit to a blacktop road for this company Hansen Mueller of Sublette, even if Abengoa 

does not come into the community.  Dave seconded.  Motion carried. 

Roger Lynch will get the application ready for a conditional use permit to change land from agriculture to heavy 

industrial. 

There was discussion of the bypass road.  The Commissioners and J C explained where they stand with this 

project.  

Sherri Martin presented the 2011 Soil Conservation budget in the amount of $32,020.00. 

J C Cantrell came in to discuss the Road & Bridge department. 

Mike Schechter, Joe Hartman and Kay Mills with Cimarron National Grasslands came in to discuss a wild land 

fire agreement with Morton/ Stevens counties.   

Dave moved to accept the agreement with the Annual Wildfire Operating Plan for Cooperative Fire Management 

between Pike & San Isabel National Forests & Cimarron and Comanche National Grasslands and Morton County 

and Stevens County – 2010.  Gary seconded.  Motion carried. 

Mike also discussed the siren controller.  He agreed to pay for this out of the County Equipment Fund monies that 

are designated for the fire department. 

Dave moved to purchase the siren system.  Gary seconded.  Motion carried. 

Larry Sharp with Haake Insurance Company came in to talk to the Commissioners about the counties liability 

insurance. 

Guy Rowden came in to discuss the west doors of the courthouse.  The mechanism in the door is not working 

properly.  The Commissioners told him to talk to Tony McBride. 

Guy discussed the roof above the west entrance is leaking and he is to work on getting it fixed. 

O D moved to go into executive session for land acquisition for 13 minutes from 11:06am to 11:15am with 



County Counsel, Robert Johnson present.  Dave seconded.  Motion carried.  Meeting reconvened at11:15am. 

Commissioners asked Dennis and Beth Moser to come in and discuss right of ways for the bypass road.  Dennis 

says he will talk to the owner of one the sections and inform them that the County will be contacting them about 

this situation. 

Tony McBride, Vincent Mancini, Ashley Fiss and Julie Hopkins came in to discuss the color chart for the Pioneer 

Manor rooms. 

Celain Baker, Rachel Crane, Linda Stalcup, Dave Piper, Robin Sullivan, Matt Johnson and Joyce Baughman all 

with the Stevens County Hospital and Joe Daniels and Lissa Rolenc with Aptura/Direct Supply came in to do a 

presentation on colors for the Pioneer Manor rooms. 

The hospital staff would like to work with Aptura/Direct Supply to do the color chart on the Pioneer Manor. 

Linda Stalcup presented the contract for Aptura/Direct Supply. 

Bob Johnson asked what the contract covered that would be beneficial to the project.  Joe Daniels said he would 

get that information to the Hospital Board before the end of the day. 

Gary moved to accept the contract from Aptura/Direct Supply upon the approval of Robert Johnson, County 

Counselor.  Dave seconded.  Motion carried. 

Bob Eyestone came in to interview as a prospective member for the Library board.  He explained what he could 

do for the community and the library.   

Charlie Wagner came in to interview as a prospective member for the Library board.  He discussed his interest in 

the library and community. 

Dave moved to appoint Bob Eyestone to the Library Board to replace Annette Sosa as of May 1, 2010.  Gary 

seconded.  Motion carried. 

Millie Heger came in to ask about asphalt millings.  The County doesn’t have any extra for the Race Track.  

Millie asked if she could move the pit building and if the County could put gravel on the road that goes into the 

pit area of the Race track.  The Commissioners agreed to put gravel on the road. 

Megan Meile came in to interview as a prospective member for the Library board.  She expressed her interest in 

the library and community. 

Dave moved to appoint Megan Meile to the Library Board to fulfill the term for Lisa Whitham until April, 2012. 

  Gary seconded.  Motion carried. 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk                              ________________________________       

                                                                                     O D Littrell, Chairman 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

MAY 3, 2010 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with all members present.  Also present were Bob 

Johnson, County Counselor, Pam Bensel, County Clerk and RoGlenda Coulter, Hugoton Hermes.  Chairman O D 

Littrell called the meeting to order.  Dave moved to approve the minutes of the last meeting.  Gary seconded.  

Motion carried.  Dave moved to approve the county vouchers. Gary seconded.  Motion carried.  The clerk was 

instructed to draw warrants on the Treasurer chargeable to the various funds of the county for the following 

amounts: 

                                 General…………………………….………..232,052.77  

                                 Road & Bridge……………………………...163,510.39 

                                 Airport…………………………………...…….4,660.00 



                                 Building……………………………...….…...24,334.44 

                                 Noxious Weed………………………....……....9,459.96 

                                 Highway Improvement………………….…....….738.33 

                                 Alcoholic Treatment…………………….….……237.50 

                                 Diversion…………………………………..…….297.97 

                                 Community Health…………………...………40,150.77 

                                 Airport Grants…………………………...….322,855.32               

                                 Employee’s P/R Misc W/H………….……...….....83.20 

Dave moved to reappoint Kim Harper to the Airport Board as of May, 2010.  Gary seconded.  Motion carried. 

O D moved to go into executive session for land acquisition for 15 minutes from 8:55am to 9:10am with County 

Counsel, Robert Johnson present.  Dave seconded.  Motion carried.  Meeting reconvened at 9:10am. 

Roger Lynch came in to update the Commissioners on the land use permit and public hearing. 

J C Cantrell presented the 2011 Road & Bridge budget in the amount of $4,355,500.00. 

Susan Schulte was asked to come in and talked about the licensing for Orion.  She feels this is necessary for 

pulling the information from Orion to her computer for updating the parcels. 

Gary asked Susan to move forward with the redistricting of Commissioner Districts for Stevens County. 

Nancy Honig and Josh Morris presented the 2011 Extension Council budget in the amount of $140,000.00 and 

the 2011 4H budget in the amount of $13,500.00. 

Nancy updated the Commissioners on the progress of the building repairs on the Extension Council building.  She 

said after repairing the overhang roof at the front door, water is still coming inside. 

Guy Rowden came in with a quote with 4 different options from Southwest Glass & Door Inc. for the doors to the 

west entrance of the Memorial Hall.   

Dave moved to continue with option 2 stating - Remove existing panic bars from the 6’ x 7’ pair of doors on the 

west elevation.  Furnish and install typical aluminum door manufacturers’ hardware for a cost of $1,252.00.  Gary 

seconded.  Motion carried. 

Gary moved to continue with the installing of the internet hook up in the Memorial Hall.  Dave seconded.  

Motion carried. 

Mike Schechter presented the 2011 Fire budget in the amount of $172,500.00, the 2011 EMS budget in the 

amount of $182,000.00 and the 2011 Emergency Preparedness/Civil Defense budget in the amount of $7,500.00. 

Dave moved to go into executive session for land acquisition for 5 minutes from 10:30am to 10:35am with 

County Counsel, Robert Johnson present.  O D seconded.  Motion carried.  Meeting reconvened at 10:35am. 

Gene Leonard came in to discuss receiving special waste at the landfill.   

Dave moved to raise the prices to $10.00 a ton for incoming concrete and special waste at the landfill.  Gary 

seconded.  Motion carried. 

Gene informed the Commissioners the repairs for the scraper from Foley Equipment would be $18,696.00. 

Ted Heaton, Rex Evans, Connie Gold, Bobbie Talbert, Rick Wolters, Nate Wolters and Greg Bond were all 

present for the court ordered Sheriff Tax Sale.   

           Spikes Fifth Avenue Addition 



           616 E 4th                        Lot 9   Blk 1     $6,000.00 + 8.00    Wolters Construction, LLC  

           704 E 4th                        Lot 13 Blk 1     $5,000.00 + 8.00    Gregory W Bond  

           705 E 4th                        Lot 14 Blk 1     $6,100.00 + 8.00    Wolters Construction, LLC 

           712 E 4th                        Lot 15 Blk 1     $5,000.00 + 8.00    Gregory W Bond 

           716 E 4th                        Lot 16 Blk 1     $5,000.00 + 8.00    Gregory W Bond 

           715 E 4th                        Lot 17 Blk 1     $5,000.00 + 8.00    Gregory W Bond 

           713 E 4th                        Lot 18 Blk 1     $5,500.00 + 8.00    Wolters Construction, LLC 

           301 S Polk     N66 2/3’ Lot 1 Blk 30      $5,000.00 + 8.00    Dillco Fluid Service, Inc 

           K5th Addition 

           1401 S Eisenhower       Lot 1 Blk 14    no sale 

           1403 S Eisenhower       Lot 2 Blk 14    no sale 

Dave moved to go into executive session for land acquisition for 10 minutes from 11:35am to 11:45am with 

County Counsel, Robert Johnson present.  Gary seconded.  Motion carried.  Meeting reconvened at 11:45am. 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk                              ________________________________       

                                                                                      O D Littrell, Chairman 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

MAY 17, 2010 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with all members present.  Also present were Bob 

Johnson, County Counselor, Pam Bensel, County Clerk and RoGlenda Coulter, Hugoton Hermes.  Chairman O D 

Littrell called the meeting to order.  Dave moved to approve the minutes of the last meeting.  Gary seconded.  

Motion carried.  O D moved to approve the county vouchers. Dave seconded.  Motion carried.  The clerk was 

instructed to draw warrants on the Treasurer chargeable to the various funds of the county for the following 

amounts: 

                                 General…………………………….………..23,827.15  

                                 Road & Bridge……………………………...36,861.92 

                                 Building……………………………...…….…...646.38 

                                 Noxious Weed……………………….....……....956.10 

                                 Diversion…………………………………..…….42.00 

                                 Community Health…………………...………3,403.22 

                                 Employee’s P/R Misc W/H………….…….….....72.78 

Linda Stalcup and Dave Piper presented the 2011 Hospital budget in the amount of $2,040,000.00. 

Dave moved to go into executive session for non-elected personnel for 15 minutes from 9:10am to 9:25am with 

Linda Stalcup and County Counsel, Robert Johnson present.  O D seconded.  Motion carried.  Meeting 

reconvened at 9:25am. 

Gene Leonard presented the 2011 Noxious Weed, Solid Waste and Rodent Control budgets.   Noxious Weed - 

$277,200.00   Solid Waste – 324,760.00   Rodent Control - $1,700.00 

Gene informed the Commissioners that United Prairie Ag hauled spoiled grain to the landfill.  The 



Commissioners suggested he contact Seward County Sanitation Department to check if they use grain for 

compost. 

J C Cantrell presented a map of the proposed by pass. 

J C bought millings from Apac Asphalt Company to use for the Road & Bridge road construction projects. 

O D moved to go into executive session for non-elected personnel for 10 minutes from 10:00am to 10:10am with 

County Counsel, Robert Johnson present.  Dave seconded.  Motion carried.  Meeting reconvened at 10:10am. 

Kim Harper presented the 2011 Airport budget in the amount of $330,560.00. 

Tony Martin presented the 2011Fair budget in the amount of $122,250.00.   

Roger Lynch came in for the public hearing on the zoning of the land for the new elevator project. 

Also present were Steve Rome, Kim Harper, Neal Gillespie, Gary Porter, Barbara Sheldon, Tony Nix, Jay 

Garetson and Don Beesley. 

O D called the Public Hearing to order at 11:00am.  Roger read the notice that was published in the paper, 

notifying all residents and property owners within 1000 feet of the SE corner of the SE/4 of 5-33-37, requesting a 

Conditional Use Permit for Heavy Industrial District to build a grain elevator on this property.  Said tract of land 

is currently zoned Agricultural.   

The Planning and Zoning Board ask that the Commissioners agree to change the land use from Agriculture to 

Heavy Industrial. 

Dave moved to change the land use from Agriculture to Heavy Industrial for the amount of acreage necessary for 

the project.  Gary seconded.  Motion carried. 

Due to rules and regulations, the Airport board will be notified when construction starts. 

Jay Garetson explained what the time line is for construction of the project. 

Gladys Renfro and Stanley McGill presented the 2011 Museum budget in the amount of $95,000.00. 

Neal Gillespie presented the 2011 Economic Development budget in the amount of $85,759.44. 

Ashley Fiss came in to discuss problems on the Extension office project.  There are places where the mortar on 

the brick has fallen out and water is leaking through the brick.  Also the concrete canopy over the door way is 

leaking water. 

The Commissioners instructed Ashley Fiss to get bids to fix the mortar and concrete canopy. 

Mark Hinde with Southwest Developmental Services, Inc presented the 2011 budget in the amount of $33,581.00. 

Deanna Berry with Russell Childhood Development Services presented the 2011 budget in the amount of 

$22,400.00. 

Tom Fuhrmann presented the 2011 Appraiser budget in the amount of $260,881.00. 

 By motion the Board adjourned. 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk                              ________________________________  

                                                                                           O D Littrell, Chairman 

  

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

JUNE 7, 2010 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with O D Littrell and Gary Baker present.  Also 

present were Bob Johnson, County Counselor, Pam Bensel, County Clerk and RoGlenda Coulter, Hugoton 

Hermes.  Chairman O D Littrell called the meeting to order.  Gary moved to approve the minutes of the last 



meeting.  O D seconded.  Motion carried.  Gary moved to approve the county vouchers. O D seconded.  Motion 

carried.  The clerk was instructed to draw warrants on the Treasurer chargeable to the various funds of the county 

for the following amounts: 

                                 General…………………………….…….…219,709.55  

                                 Road & Bridge…………………………......238,119.19 

                                 Airport…………………………………...……4,580.00 

                                 Building……………………………....…..1,562,754.99 

                                 Noxious Weed………………………......….....9,705.21 

                                 Noxious Weed Equipment……………….……..544.78 

                                 Highway Improvement…………………...…….982.57 

                                 Alcoholic Treatment…………………....………237.50 

                                 Community Health……………..…...………29,908.56 

                                 Fire Bequest………………………………….…300.00 

                                 911 Land Line………………………….……..1,097.93 

                                 Wekando…………………………………...314,195.03 

                                 Employee’s P/R Misc W/H………….…….….....68.06 

Mike Schechter came in to report the roof on the EMS building is leaking. 

The Commissioners said turn it into the insurance company and they will inform him on what to do. 

Mike informed the Commissioners on the conference call that he, Susan Schulte and Ted Heaton had about the 

weather alert that could warn individuals through their private phones.  He said it would cost about $5,500.00 a 

year. 

Mike talked to the Commissioners about being the host county for the Homeland Security- Incident and 

Command Center trailer.  He will need to call KCAMP for the insurance on the trailer. 

Ted Heaton presented the 2011 Sheriff budget in the amount of $1,643,588.20. 

Bob Johnson presented the 2011 County Counselor budget in the amount of $66,000.00. 

J C Cantrell came in and discussed the surveying of the land for the bypass road. 

Neal Gillespie came in to talk about tax abatement on the new part of the Great Plains Compression building.  He 

explained the process for the abatement. 

Gary moved to recommend the tax abatement for Great Plains Compression and to set the time for the public 

hearing. 

Neal discussed neighborhood revitalization. 

A letter was presented to the Commissioners explaining Diane Downing has moved and no longer will be serving 

on the Moscow Cemetery Board as Treasurer.  The Board asked that Angie Lahey replace Diane Downing. 

Gary moved to allow Angie Lahey to be appointed to replace Diane Downing as Treasurer on the Moscow 

Cemetery Board.  O D seconded.  Motion carried. 

A letter was presented to the Commissioners to reappoint Alta Pettis, Norman Weaver and Linda Stalcup to the 

SW KS Area Agency on Aging Board.  

Gary moved to reappoint Alta Pettis, Norman Weaver and Linda Stalcup to the SW KS Area Agency on Aging 



Board with the consent of each individual.  O D seconded.  Motion carried. 

Pam Bensel presented the 2011 Clerk of the District Court budget to the Commissioners for Koleen Nosekabel in 

the amount of $74,900.00. 

Ashley Fiss reported she had not received the bids for the brick and the canopy cover on the Extension building 

yet.  She would try and get them for the next meeting. 

Jim Karlan with Southwest Guidance Center presented the 2011 Mental Health budget in the amount of 

$49,640.00. 

Robert Rich presented the 2011 Wellness Center budget in the amount of $130,158.14 and the 2011 Community 

Service budget in the amount of $17,677.60. 

Dave Cutter and Don Concannon came in to discuss using the present Pioneer Manor as an assisted living 

facility.  There are independent people offering money to support the idea.  They asked if the County would lease 

the building to a Corporation and the Corporation would update and operate the facility on their own. 

The Commissioners said they would have to discuss the idea. 

Roger Lynch, Tony Martin, Doug Martin, Cornelius Neudorf, Cornelius Schmitt and Abram Friesen came in to 

discuss the idea of putting in a one room German Mennonite School.  They discussed zoning regulations and a 

possible site for the school.   

By motion the Board adjourned. 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Cerk         ________________________________                             

                                                            O D Littrell, Chairman 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

JUNE 21, 2010 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with all members present.  Also present were Bob 

Johnson, County Counselor, Pam Bensel, County Clerk and RoGlenda Coulter, Hugoton Hermes.  Chairman O D 

Littrell called the meeting to order.  O D moved to approve the minutes of the last meeting.  Gary seconded.  

Motion carried.  Dave moved to approve the county vouchers. Gary seconded.  Motion carried.  The clerk was 

instructed to draw warrants on the Treasurer chargeable to the various funds of the county for the following 

amounts: 

                                 General…………………………….…….…78,789.84  

                                 Road & Bridge…………………………........8,316.90 

                                 Building………………………………...…302,418.51 

                                 Noxious Weed……………………….......….....883.10 

                                 Highway Improvement………………..……60,941.62 

                                 Community Health……………..…...….……1,191.06 

                                 Airport Grants………………………………22,325.75 

                                 911 Land Line………………………....……..1,097.93 

                                 Employee’s P/R Misc W/H………….…….…....66.56 

Dave moved to send $400,000.00 to Wekando for the purchase of rail.  Gary seconded.  Motion carried. 

O D moved to go into executive session for litigation for 10 minutes from 9:25am to 9:35am with County 

Counsel, Robert Johnson and Harry Bartel present.  Gary seconded.  Motion carried.  Meeting reconvened at 

9:35am. 

J C Cantrell came in and informed the Commissioners that the Moscow/Hooker road north of Highway 51 will be 



finished and reopened this week. 

J C talked about starting work on the new bypass at Road Q and Road 12. 

Eunice Schroeder, Charlotte Veatch and Bob Eyestone presented the 2011 Library budget in the amount of 

$461,556.30. 

O D moved to establish a treasurer’s bond in the amount of $25,000.00 for the Library Board Treasurer through 

KCAMP. 

Kelly Robbins with Western KS Child Advocacy Center came in to let the Commissioners know what services 

their group provides the county.  She was asking for support from the different counties. 

Neal Gillespie came in to update the Commissioners on ideas the tourism board has.  They are considering 

reopening the theatre.  Neal wants to do an advisory opinion to check if the community is in favor.  Neal and 

Kristin have toured other theatres in different counties and were impressed with some of their ideas.  He talked 

about different ways of funding for the project.  There is an opportunity to get some theatre chairs from another 

theatre that is being updated.  

Neal updated the Commissioners on the wind farm project.  The interested parties will be coming to town for a 

meeting. 

Ashley Fiss and Kate Heaton came in to open bids for the Extension office project. 

         Trinidad Don Juan – masonry bid – brick repointing in the amount of $14,000.00 

         Diamond Roofing – base bid for canopy re-roof in the amount of $6,890.00 

Dave moved to approve the bid from Diamond Roofing for canopy re-roofing at the Extension office in the 

amount of $6,890.00.  O D seconded.  Motion carried. 

Tom Fuhrmann, County Appraiser and Terry Lawhon with Landmark Appraisal, Inc came in to discuss 

contracts.  Commissioners agreed to continue with the contracts unless otherwise notified. 

Tom discussed how he and Landmark figured the valuations for the oil & gas renditions. 

Ashley Fiss came back in to ask permission to give the County’s previous Assisted Living plans to the 

anonymous donor.  Ashley informed the Commissioners that she is doing a study on the Pioneer Manor. 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk     ________________________________                                

                                                            O D Littrell, Chairman 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

JULY 6, 2010 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with all members present.  Also present were Bob 

Johnson, County Counselor, Pam Bensel, County Clerk and RoGlenda Coulter, Hugoton Hermes.  Chairman O D 

Littrell called the meeting to order.  Dave moved to approve the minutes of the last meeting.  Gary seconded.  

Motion carried.  Dave moved to approve the county vouchers. Gary seconded.  Motion carried.  The clerk was 

instructed to draw warrants on the Treasurer chargeable to the various funds of the county for the following 

amounts: 

                                 General…………………………….…….…603,505.82  

                                 Road & Bridge…………………………......151,158.77 

                                 Fair…………………………………………..56,750.00 

                                 Airport……………………………………….66,983.33 

                                 Services of Elderly………………………..…91,237.50 



                                 Building………………………………......1,114,613.22 

                                 Noxious Weed……………………….......…....6,652.55 

                                 Library…………………………………..….114,515.50 

                                 Hospital Maint……………………...…….1,062,500.00 

                                 Noxious Weed Equipment………………...…….644.75 

                                 Highway Improvement……………………..200,752.07 

                                 Alcoholic Treatment………………….…………237.50 

                                 Community Health……………..…...….……31,016.97 

                                 Fire Bequest……………………………..……….60.00 

                                 Wekando………………………..………….400,000.00 

                                 Reg of Deeds Tech Fund…………………………66.56 

                                 Employees Benefit………………………….....5,195.88 

                                 Employee’s P/R Misc W/H………….…….…....513.59 

J C Cantrell came in to discuss the access road for the bypass.  He asked to prime and seal the access road this 

year so the soft spots could be worked out and then he would go in later and asphalt the road.  The 

Commissioners thought that would be a good idea. 

The Commissioners had a teleconference call with the Wekando Committee Group, Economic Development 

directors and County Clerks.  The group needed to make a decision on the advance purchase of rail needed for the 

rehabilitation project.  Greg Kissel with CVR/Western Group (Cimarron Valley Railroad) was on line to answer 

any questions.  The cost was estimated to be $250,000.00 for each county for two years.  

Ted Heaton came in to update the Commissioners on the Sheriff office. 

Millie Heger came in to discuss the Dirtona Racetrack.  She asked if the County could help with funding.  Bob 

Johnson said if the County of City doesn’t own the land they cannot issue tax dollars to a private entity.   

Alejandra Juarez with BC-BS came in to update the Commissioners on the new Health Care Reform bill. 

Kim Harper came in to discuss Airport board appointments. 

Dave moved to go into executive session for non-elected personnel for 5 minutes from 11:35am to 11:40am with 

County Counsel, Robert Johnson and Kim Harper present.  O D seconded.  Motion carried.  Meeting reconvened 

at 11:40am. 

Dave moved to appoint Jeff Crawford to the Airport Board to fulfill the unexpired 4 year term of Shannon 

Crawford from October, 2009 to October, 2013.  Gary seconded.  Motion carried. 

Dave moved to reappoint Robert Davis, Jr to the Airport Board.  Gary seconded.  Motion carried. 

Kim updated the Commissioners on the Phase III project at the Airport.  

Gary moved to go into executive session for non-elected personnel for 1 ½ hours from 1:08pm to 2:38pm with 

County Counsel, Robert Johnson and Jim Verner present.  Dave seconded.  Motion carried.  Meeting reconvened 

at 2:38pm. 

Gary moved to go back into executive session for non-elected personnel for 20 minutes from 2:45pm to 3:05pm 

with County Counsel, Robert Johnson and Jim Verner present.  Dave seconded.  Motion carried.  Meeting 

reconvened at 3:05pm.   

By motion the Board adjourned. 



Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk     ________________________________                                

                                                            O D Littrell, Chairman 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

JULY 8, 2010 

A special meeting was called with the auditors at 8:30am on July 8, 2010 for an audit and budget presentation.  

Commissioner O D Littrell, Gary Baker and Dave Bozone were present.  Also present were Pam Bensel, County 

Clerk and Ruthie Winget, Hugoton Hermes. 

Theresa Dasenbrock and Charles Claar with Lewis, Hooper and Dick of Garden City explained the 2009 County 

audit and reviewed the 2011 County budgets with the Commissioners.   

Linda Stalcup and Dave Piper with the Hospital board came in to discuss the 2011 Hospital budget. 

The Commissioners had J C Cantrell come in to discuss the 2011 Road and Bridge budget. 

The Commissioners had Ted Heaton come in to discuss the 2011 Sheriff budget. 

Dave moved to the 2011 County budget hearing for August 2, 2010 at 8:30 am during the Commissioners regular 

meeting.  Gary seconded.  Motion carried. 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk                              ________________________________ 

                                                                                    O D Littrell, Chairman 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

JULY 19, 2010 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with all members present.  Also present were Bob 

Johnson, County Counselor, Pam Bensel, County Clerk and RoGlenda Coulter, Hugoton Hermes.  Chairman O D 

Littrell called the meeting to order.  Gary moved to approve the minutes of the last meeting.  Dave seconded.  

Motion carried.  Dave moved to approve the county vouchers. O D seconded.  Motion carried.  The clerk was 

instructed to draw warrants on the Treasurer chargeable to the various funds of the county for the following 

amounts: 

                                 General…………………………….…….…29,579.35  

                                 Road & Bridge…………………………....288,500.33                                  

                                 Building………………………………........17,635.90 

                                 Noxious Weed………………………............4,774.58 

                                 Community Health……………..…...………3,560.05 

                                 County Equipment………………………....18,549.55 

                                 Airport Grants………………………..….…61,437.76 

                                 911 Land Line………………………….……1,093.33 

                                 Employee’s P/R Misc W/H……………….……33.28 

Guy Rowden came in to ask about getting a machine to strip the floors.  The Commissioners said to get an 

estimated cost for the machine. 

Guy talked about the air conditioning in the basement.   

Mike Schechter informed the Commissioners the fire siren at the southwest corner of town was not working.  

Mike presented a quote with the Federal Signal Corporation from Blue Valley Public Safety, Inc to rewind the 

motor at a cost of $3,500.00 with no guarantee of it working or a new siren to replace the one at the southwest 

corner of town in the amount of $9,209.75.  Gary Rowden with the City of Hugoton says he install the siren for 



the County at no cost.  Dave moved to go with the quote from Blue Valley Public Safety, Inc to buy a new siren 

in the amount of $9,209.75.  Gary seconded.  Motion carried. 

Gary moved to allow $38,000.00 be put into the 2011 County Employee Benefits fund earmarked for the Library 

due to lower valuations.  Dave seconded.  Motion carried. 

J C Cantrell came in to discuss the Moscow/Hooker road north of Highway 51.   

J C and the Commissioners talked about the bypass road. 

Barbara Beeks with the Senior Citizens Center came in to talk about the roof on the entryway to the Senior 

Center.  She brought in a quote from Aqua Shield in the amount of $12,068.54.  The Commissioners decided to 

wait and check on other options. 

The Commissioners talked about spraying for mosquitoes at the land east of town owned by the County. 

O D moved to go into executive session for non-elected personnel for 10 minutes from 10:10am to 10:20am with 

County Counsel, Robert Johnson present.  Dave seconded.  Motion carried.  Meeting reconvened at 10:20am. 

Gary moved to raise the Memorial Hall deposit from $100.00 to $200.00.  Dave seconded.  Motion carried. 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk                              ________________________________ 

                                                                                    O D Littrell, Chairman 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

AUGUST 2, 2010 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with all members present.  Also present were Bob 

Johnson, County Counselor and Pam Bensel, County Clerk.  Chairman O D Littrell called the meeting to order.  

Dave moved to approve the minutes of the last meeting.  Gary seconded.  Motion carried.  Dave moved to 

approve the county vouchers. O D seconded.  Motion carried.  The clerk was instructed to draw warrants on the 

Treasurer chargeable to the various funds of the county for the following amounts: 

                                 General…………………………….…….…222,625.74  

                                 Road & Bridge…………………………......112,661.77  

                                Airport………………………………………...4,660.00                                 

                                 Building……………………………….........620,323.86 

                                 Noxious Weed……………………….............22,984.60 

                                 Road Machinery……………………………..95,592.00 

                                 Alcoholic Treatment………………………….…237.50 

                                 Diversion………………………………………1,769.72 

                                 Community Health……………..…...…….…30,512.86                                  

                                 911 Land Line………………………….…..…4,866.00 

                                 Employee’s P/R Misc W/H………………………66.56 

O D Littrell opened the 2011 County Budget Hearing meeting at 8:30am.  No one from the public showed up.  O 

D closed the hearing at 8:50am.  Gary moved to adopt the 2011 County budget.  Dave seconded. 

O D checked with the City of Hugoton and they do spray for mosquitoes at the Russell Lake area.  The City feels 

if it was cleaned up and mowed the mosquito problem would be taken care of. 

O D received change orders for the Pioneer Manor.  After some discussion, Dave moved to accept the Pioneer 



Manor Nursing Facility Revision Acceptance Authorization #1.  Gary seconded.  Motion carried. 

J C Cantrell came in to discuss different roads in the county. 

There was discussion about the Hooker/Moscow road north of Highway 51.  J C said he worked on 7 mile of road 

and he is trying to keep sand on it due to the oil seeping through. 

They discussed working on Road 11 between Highway 56 and Road P. 

The Commissioners were informed that due to the humidity, the tiles on the Memorial Hall floor are coming up 

and needing repaired.   

Dave moved to pursue on getting bids to put new flooring in the Memorial Hall.  Gary seconded.  Motion carried. 

O D will ask Tony McBride about what types of flooring will work for the Memorial Hall. 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk                              ________________________________ 

                                                                                    O D Littrell, Chairman 

 BOARD OF CANVASSERS MEETING 

AUGUST 6, 2010 

The Board of Canvassers met at 8:30am to canvass the votes from the August 3, 2010 Primary Election.  Present 

were Dave Bozone, O D Littrell and Pam Bensel.   

Others that came to the canvassing were William Sutcliffe and Dan Widder. 

There were 32 Provisional Ballots and all were counted.  These ballots did not change the outcome of the election 

of the first count.   

By motion the Board adjourned. 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk     ________________________________                                

                                                            O D Littrell, Chairman 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

AUGUST 13, 2010 

A special meeting was called with the Airport Board at 8:00am on August 13, 2010 to award a bid.  

Commissioner O D Littrell and Dave Bozone were present.  Also present was Pam Bensel, County Clerk.  

Chairman O D Littrell called the meeting to order. 

Airport board members, Kim Harper, Robert Davis, Jr, Jeff Crawford and Dax Gaskill came in to present the bids 

for the Runway 2/20 Parallel Taxiway Phase III project to the Commissioners to be awarded to the lowest bidder.   

Gary moved to award the bid for $863,273.47 to Tarbet Construction with approval from the State.  Dave 

seconded.  Motion carried. 

Kim Harper talked about the money for Federal Assistance they could get if the Commissioners agree to allow 

the Airport Board to pursue for the grant.  The Airports share would be $56,672.00 and the Federal Assistance 

grant would amount to $1,076,756.00. 

Dave moved to allow the Airport Board to continue with the Federal Assistance.  Gary seconded.  Motion carried. 

Kim Harper explained they need to have the electricity, gas and the individual people’s lines relocated to be able 

to receive FFA grant money.  The Airport Board has bids to relocate each of these items. 

Dave moved to accept bids for each of these items: electricity from Pioneer Electric for $9,060.00, gas from 

Anadarko for $6,000.00 high and $2,500.00 low and the individual people’s lines from Hancock Electric for 

$500.00 to $800.00 an hour and $995.00 an hour for Triple H Farms line.  Gary seconded.   Motion carried. 

Dave moved to approve Dell Cullison to be appointed to the Airport Board to fulfill the unexpired term of Bob 



Passmore from September, 2009 to September, 2013.  Gary seconded.  Motion carried. 

The Commissioners discussed turning lanes for when Abengoa trucks start coming in and out. 

Gary mentioned putting rumble strips at each of the Second Street Road intersections. 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk  ________________________________                                

                                                            O D Littrell, Chairman 

 COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

AUGUST 16, 2010 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with all members present.  Also present were Bob 

Johnson, County Counselor, Pam Bensel, County Clerk and Ro Glenda, Hugoton Hermes.  Chairman O D Littrell 

called the meeting to order.  Dave moved to approve the minutes for August 2 and August 6, 2010.  Gary 

seconded.  Motion carried.  Dave moved to approve the county vouchers. O D seconded.  Motion carried.  The 

clerk was instructed to draw warrants on the Treasurer chargeable to the various funds of the county for the 

following amounts: 

                                 General…………………………….…….…39,577.68  

                                 Road & Bridge…………………………......24,996.17  

                                 Building………………………………….......2,570.88 

                                 Noxious Weed……………………….............4,851.04 

                                 Insurance Agency-Damages………………..18,196.00 

                                 Community Health……………..…...…….…5,561.87 

                                 Airport Grants……………………………....20,494.54                                  

                                 911 Land Line……………………………..…1,093.33 

                                 Employee’s P/R Misc W/H……………………966.56 

The Commissioners received a bid from Cobb’s Commercial Maintenance in the amount of $981.20 to strip off 

the old finish and sealer then re-wax the floors for the Courthouse. 

Dave moved to accept the bid from Cobb’s Commercial Maintenance in the amount of $981.20 to strip three 

floors and landings then re-wax floors and landings in the Courthouse.  Gary seconded.  Motion carried. 

The Commissioners did not accept the bid for monthly maintenance of the floor.  This will be kept up by the 

janitors. 

Cobb will need to get with the Courthouse janitors to check if the previous wax product will work with his wax 

product. 

J C Cantrell came in and the Commissioners asked about putting rumble strips at the intersections on the Second 

Street Road.  He still feels this would cause more problems than not having them.  The Commissioners suggested 

putting solar lights or flashing lights on the stop signs at each intersection. 

J C talked about the 7 miles on Moscow/Hooker Road North of Highway 51.  The County is going to put a 2” lift 

on the road to fix the oil problem. 

Moscow Recreation Board Members – Shelly Stuckey and Lorie Christensen came in to discuss the Moscow pool 

and pool house.  Shelly says they need to fix the pool leak, filters and cement around the pool.  They need to get 

the pool house up to code. 

The Commissioners asked the Recreation Board to get a cost for repairs or renovation and a drawing together for 

the pool and pool house, then come back at a later date. 



The Recreation Board informed the Commissioners they are working on getting grants. 

Dave moved to appoint Gary as the voting delegate for KAC with 1st Alternate – Dave and 2nd Alternate – O D. 

 O D seconded.  Motion carried. 

Gary moved to appoint OD as the voting delegate for KCAMP with Dave as alternate.  Dave second.  Motion 

carried. 

Gary moved to appoint Dave as the voting delegate for KWORCC with Gary as alternate.  O D seconded.  

Motion carried. 

Susan Schulte came in to ask about going to the KAM conference in October.  Her office will be closed during 

this time.  The Commissioners approved the meeting.   

By motion the Board adjourned. 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk     ________________________________                                

                                                            O D Littrell, Chairman 

 COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

SEPTEMBER 7, 2010 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with all members present.  Also present were Bob 

Johnson, County Counselor, Pam Bensel, County Clerk and Ruthie Winget, Hugoton Hermes.  Chairman O D 

Littrell called the meeting to order.  O D moved to approve the minutes of the last meeting. Gary seconded.  

Motion carried.  Dave moved to approve the county vouchers. Gary seconded.  Motion carried.  The clerk was 

instructed to draw warrants on the Treasurer chargeable to the various funds of the county for the following 

amounts: 

                                 General…………………………….…….…229,061.71  

                                 Road & Bridge…………………………......455,108.24  

                                 Building………………………………….....979,940.69 

                                 Airport………………………..……………….4,660.00 

                                 Noxious Weed……………………….............20,400.93 

                                 Alcoholic Treatment………………………….…237.50 

                                 Diversion…………………………………………27.00 

                                 Community Health……………..…...…….…23,955.62 

                                 Employee’s P/R Misc W/H…………………..…133.12 

Dave moved to adopt Resolution 10-05 providing for the adoption of the Stevens County solid Waste 

Management Plan.  Gary seconded.  Motion carried. 

J C Cantrell came in to discuss road projects.   

J C and the Commissioners discussed the Moscow/Hooker road north of Highway 51. 

J C is working with the State to get a blinking light at the intersection of Second Street and Highway 25.  The 

State asked for a copy of the last accident report to decide if it is necessary to put up a light, so Ted Heaton 

brought in the report for J C to send into State. 

J C says they have 19 miles of road left to seal. 

J C reported that Road 10 is finished. 

J C is working with the State on a turning lane for the bypass road. 

Mark Crawford and Don Beesley came in to discuss land for a ball field.  Don Beesley says the school could 



share a facility with the Recreation. 

Commissioners discussed the KLPG dues.  They feel the dues are incorrect. 

Mike Schechter came in to discuss a program for those with “special needs” during the event of an incident.  

Mike asked the Commissioners if they would be interested in joining other agencies and contract with NetEOP to 

develop a Kansas Vulnerable Needs Planning System. 

Gary moved to accept the agreement for the vulnerable needs registry.  Dave seconded.  Motion carried. 

Mike asked the Commissioners if they would be interested in pursuing a grant for the replacing of the old sirens 

in the county.   

Gary moved to give Mike the go ahead to pursue the grant.  Dave seconded.  Motion carried. 

Tony McBride and Dwayne West came in to talk about the Memorial Hall floor.  Dwayne presented different 

types of flooring that could be used.  Dwayne says the glue on the floor now will need to be removed. 

Dave will check with Ashley Fiss to find out which type of material would work best to use for this floor. 

Tony McBride presented a revision of $34,550.00 for the Pioneer Manor Nursing Facility. 

Dave moved to accept the revision of $34,550.00 to the Pioneer Manor Nursing Facility.  O D seconded.  Motion 

carried. 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk  ________________________________                                

                                                            O D Littrell, Chairman 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

SEPTEMBER 20, 2010 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with all members present.  Also present were Bob 

Johnson, County Counselor, Pam Bensel, County Clerk and RoGlenda Coulter, Hugoton Hermes.  Chairman O D 

Littrell called the meeting to order.  Dave moved to approve the minutes of the last meeting. Gary seconded.  

Motion carried.  O D moved to approve the county vouchers. Dave seconded.  Motion carried.  The clerk was 

instructed to draw warrants on the Treasurer chargeable to the various funds of the county for the following 

amounts: 

                                 General…………………………….….………17,513.17  

                                 Road & Bridge……………………….….......201,094.51  

                                 Building…………………………….……….....7,759.60 

                                 Noxious Weed………………………................2,396.18 

                                 Highway Improvement…………….………..119,197.96 

                                 Community Health……………..….......…..…12,473.27 

                                 911 Land Line………………………….………1,093.33 

                                 Wekando…………………………….…………3,750.00 

                                 Employee’s P/R Misc W/H……………...……..…66.56 

O D moved to go into executive session for litigation for 20 minutes from 9:47am to 10:12am with County 

Counsel, Robert Johnson present.  Dave seconded.  Motion carried.  Meeting reconvened at 10:10am. 

Ashley Fiss and Dwayne West came in with different types of flooring materials for the Memorial Hall.  They 

presented carpet squares and limestone tiles. 

Dave moved to go with carpet tiles to cut down the noise in the Memorial Hall, replace the carpet and put 



handicap rails on the ramp and take the wall paper border off and texture the wall.  Gary seconded.  Motion 

carried. 

Dwayne asked to have David Thompson from Liberal to get a sample of the glue and have it tested. 

Dwayne suggested testing the concrete for moisture. 

Ashley will put the Memorial Hall floor project out to bid. 

Richard Claggett came in to discuss the NW corner of NW 27-32-37.  He wants to have this land surveyed into 

(4) 5 acre plots.  He asked the Commissioners if the County would put in a gravel frontage road on the west side 

of the property and maintain it.  The State will allow one entrance into the property.  There is an approach at the 

North end. 

The Commissioners said they will need to see the finished plat and if KDOT will allow another approach to the 

property. 

J C Cantrell brought in pictures to discuss about an issue on Road 10. 

J C and the Commissioners discussed the soft shoulders on Road Q. 

Ted Heaton came in to discuss sheriff business.  He discussed some the cases they have solved. 

Roger Lynch came in to discuss the guy line wires and the proper lighting of towers.  The Commissioners moved 

as of May 4, 2009 to have the towers properly marked.  Resolution 10-06 is now being signed and approved as of 

September 20, 2010.  

Carl Eyman with KWORCC came in to explain the Workman’s Comp claims analysis for 2010. 

Pat LeClerc came in to explain the Blue Cross-Blue Shield Health Care Reform. 

Dave moved that Stevens County pay dues to KLPG at the amount of pro rata based on membership of number of 

counties in the program.  O D seconded.  Motion carried. 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk     ________________________________                                

                                                            O D Littrell, Chairman     

 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

OCTOBER 4, 2010 

 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with all members present.  Also present were Bob 

Johnson, County Counselor, Pam Bensel, County Clerk and RoGlenda Coulter, Hugoton Hermes.  Chairman O D 

Littrell called the meeting to order.  Dave moved to approve the minutes of the last meeting. Gary seconded.  

Motion carried.  O D moved to approve the county vouchers. Dave seconded.  Motion carried.  The clerk was 

instructed to draw warrants on the Treasurer chargeable to the various funds of the county for the following 

amounts: 

                                 General…………………………….….……..218,541.16  

                                 Road & Bridge……………………….….......210,948.53 

                                 Airport………………………………………...43,660.00 

                                 Building…………………………….………..996,672.44 

                                 Noxious Weed……………………….................6,191.64 

                                 Library……………………………………….114,515.50 

                                 Alcoholic Treatment………………………….….237.50 



                                 Diversion……………………………...………….534.83 

                                 Insurance Agency Damages……………………3,306.30 

                                 Community Health……………..…........…..…29,424.94 

                                 Airport Grants………………………..……….11,724.77    

                                 Employee’s P/R Misc W/H……………...……..…70.56 

Dave moved to go into executive session for litigation for 20 minutes from 8:55am to 9:15am with County 

Counsel, Robert Johnson present.  Gary seconded.  Motion carried.  Meeting reconvened at 9:15am. 

The Commissioners discussed the dues for KLPG.  Bob will check with Pinegar & Smith concerning the amount 

of dues that each county pays. 

J C Cantrell came in and discussed with the Commissioners about the frontage road on Claggett’s land – NW 27-

32-37.   

J C asked about getting a proposal for the relighting of the Road & Bridge shop.  He had one bid from Hancock 

Electric LLC.  The Commissioners told him that he needed at least two bids for the project and they could be 

opened at the next meeting on October 18th at 9:30am. 

The Commissioners discussed housing for when the Abengoa project starts. 

Ted Heaton came in to let the Commissioners know what was going on at the Sheriff’s office.  He informed them 

everything was good. 

Gary informed the other Commissioners that the Pioneer Manor transportation bus needed to be updated. 

Larry Sharpe with KCAMP came in to discuss the values of the county buildings that the State Appraiser 

compiled of all county buildings valued over $1,000,000. 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk     ________________________________                                

                                                            O D Littrell, Chairman     

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

OCTOBER 13, 2010 

A special meeting was called with the Airport Board at 7:45am on October 13, 2010.   Commissioner O D Littrell 

and Dave Bozone were present.  Also present were Airport Board Members - Kim Harper, Robert Davis, Jr and 

Wayne Tate, Airport Attorney.  Chairman O D Littrell called the meeting to order. 

O D moved to go into executive session for land acquisition for 15 minutes from 7:45am to 8:00am with Airport 

Board Members – Kim Harper, Robert Davis, Jr and Wayne Tate, Airport Attorney.  Dave seconded.  Motion 

carried.  Meeting reconvened at 8:00am. 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk _______________________                                                                                

            O D Littrell, Chairman     

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

OCTOBER 18, 2010 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with all members present.  Also present were Bob 

Johnson, County Counselor, Pam Bensel, County Clerk and RoGlenda Coulter, Hugoton Hermes.  Chairman O D 

Littrell called the meeting to order.  Dave moved to approve the minutes of the last meeting. O D seconded.  

Motion carried.  Dave moved to approve the county vouchers. O D seconded.  Motion carried.  The clerk was 

instructed to draw warrants on the Treasurer chargeable to the various funds of the county for the following 

amounts: 



                                 General…………………………….….………26,229.39  

                                 Road & Bridge……………………….….......132,996.45  

                                 Building…………………………….…….….....2,326.07 

                                 Noxious Weed………………………....................123.61 

                                 Diversion……………………………………….1,109.86 

                                 Community Health……………..….......…….…2,562.35 

                                 911 Land Line………………………….………1,088.26                               

                                 Employee’s P/R Misc W/H……………...………312.90 

Dave moved to go into executive session for litigation for 15 minutes from 9:00am to 9:15am with County 

Counselor, Robert Johnson present.  O D seconded.  Motion carried.  Meeting reconvened at 9:15am. 

J C Cantrell came in to open bids for the relighting of the Road & Bridge shop.  He had two bids – Hancock 

Electric, LLC and Frankie D Thomas.  

     Hancock Electric LLC - $10,651.00 

     Frankie D Thomas - $14,826.00 

Gary moved to accept the low bid from Hancock Electric LLC.  The motion died for the lack of a second.  

J C brought in a quote from Foley Equipment to repair the lay down machine.  The Commissioners asked J C to 

look at all the options and bring more information to the next Commissioners meeting, November 1, 2010. 

Ashley Fiss came in with some carpet tile samples for the Memorial Hall floor project.  The Commissioners, Bob 

Johnson, Ashley Fiss, Pam Bensel and Susan Schulte went to the Memorial Hall to determine which carpet tile 

color would look best and serve the purpose.   

Ashley says the top part of the wall will be repainted, the wall paper border will be removed, and the ramp will 

need to be replaced and a hand rail put on.  She is checking into a guard rail to put around the wall so the tables 

and chairs don’t damage the wall.     

Ashley brought in a drawing of the land surrounding the Pioneer Manor to show where other buildings could be 

built in the future.      

Neal Gillespie brought in a revised cost benefit analysis for tax abatement on Great Plains Gas Compression.  A 

portion was missed on the first analysis so they were required to resubmit the corrected analysis.  Neal informed 

the Commissioners there needs to be a public hearing set. 

O D recommends having a public hearing on the amended tax abatement for Great Plains Gas Compression.  

Gary seconded.  Motion carried. 

The Commissioners discussed different Wekando projects. 

Dave moved to go into executive session for non elected personnel for 10 minutes from 10:40am to 10:50am with 

County Counselor, Robert Johnson present.  O D seconded.  Motion carried.  Meeting reconvened at 10:50am. 

Lynn Engle with EBH & Associates, Tom Hicks, City Clerk and Tony Martin, City Planning & Zoning 

Administrator came in to discuss the platting of the land in the SW 21-33-37, around the new Pioneer Manor.  

The corrections have been made and Mr Engle will finalize the plat.   

By motion the Board adjourned. 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk      ________________________________                                

                                                            O D Littrell, Chairman     

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

NOVEMBER 1, 2010 



The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with all members present.  Also present were Bob 

Johnson, County Counselor, Pam Bensel, County Clerk and RoGlenda Coulter, Hugoton Hermes.  Chairman O D 

Littrell called the meeting to order.  Dave moved to approve the minutes of the last meeting. Gary seconded.  

Motion carried.  Dave moved to approve the county vouchers. O D seconded.  Motion carried.  The clerk was 

instructed to draw warrants on the Treasurer chargeable to the various funds of the county for the following 

amounts: 

                                 General…………………………….….……..234,551.78  

                                 Road & Bridge……………………….….......163,520.90 

                                 Airport………………………………………….4,660.00  

                                 Building…………………………….….….....608,621.15 

                                 Noxious Weed……………………...................10,751.38 

                                 Alcoholic Treatment……………………….……..237.50 

                                 Community Health……………..….......…...…33,418.88 

                                 Employee’s P/R Misc W/H………………..………99.84 

Dave moved to change the November 15th meeting to November 19th and the end of the year meeting is set for 

December 28th. 

Shelly Stuckey, Lorie Christensen and Amy Davidson with the Moscow Recreation Board came in to ask if the 

County would help Moscow fund money for a new bathhouse and to fix the existing pool.  The Commissioners 

said they need to get blueprints drawn up.  They could go ask Ashley Fiss to draw up the prints and the County 

would pay for the prints then Ashley would have an estimated cost for the job.   

The Commissioners said when the prints are ready, the Recreation Board could bring them to another 

Commissioner meeting and they would have an idea of how much they could help with the funding of the project. 

J C Cantrell came in to discuss Road & Bridge business.   

He asked if he could move $719,045.78 from the 2010 Road & Bridge fund to the Highway Improvement fund to 

replenish the amount that was used for road work in 2010.   

Dave moved to allow $719,045.78 be moved from the 2010 Road & Bridge fund to the Highway Improvement 

fund.  O D seconded.  Motion carried. 

J C brought in quotes for a new lay down machine with trade and for a used one. 

         Caterpillar   $280,000                       Cedar Rapid   $255,000  

                             $325,000 (new)                                    $315,000 (new) 

         lease/rent  Caterpillar  $18,000 a month 

The Road & Bridge Department mechanic will work on restoring the lay down machine on hand. 

The Commissioners agreed to not put in new lighting at the Road & Bridge shop at this time. 

Alejandra Juarez with BC-BS came in to explain the increase in the County’s health care and to show the 

different options for the County. 

Ted Heaton came in to inform the Commissioners that the 911 system at the Sheriff’s office will need to be 

updated soon to be Phase II compliant.  The cost will be around $50,000.00. 

Ted informed the Commissioners he has 1 less deputy at this time and doesn’t plan on hiring another one.   

Tony McBride and Linda Stalcup came in to finalize the recommendations for the Pioneer Manor. 



Mike Schechter came in to ask for a new heater for the EMS building 

Mike informed the Commissioners that the person from Blue Valley came out and the tornado siren pole needs to 

be 50’ instead of 35’. 

Mike informed the Commissioners that his budget for radios had been reduced from $20,000 to $5,000 and he 

will need the money for radio updates. 

Charlie Wagner, board member for the Silver Haired Legislature came in to give an update on the on the new 

laws the legislature is working on. 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk       __________________________ 

                                                              O D Littrell, Chairman     

 BOARD OF CANVASSERS MEETING 

NOVEMBER 8, 2010 

The Board of Canvassers met at 8:00am to canvass the votes from the August 3, 2010 Primary Election.  Present 

were Dave Bozone, O D Littrell, Gary Baker and Susan Schulte.   

There were 25 Provisional Ballots, 21 were counted and 4 were not counted because these people were not 

registered at the time.  These ballots did not change the outcome of the election of the first count.   

Bills were presented to be approved and paid.  

O D moved to approve the county vouchers.  Dave seconded.  Motion carried.  The clerk was instructed to draw 

warrants on the Treasurer chargeable to the various funds of the county for the following amounts: 

                                 General…………………………….….……..1,099.72  

                                 Road & Bridge……………………….…............20.88 

                                 Noxious Weed……………………....................157.89 

                                 SV Co Community Health…………………...1019.40 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk __________________________________                                                        

                                                               O D Littrell, Chairman 

   

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

NOVEMBER 19, 2010 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with all members present.  Also present were Bob 

Johnson, County Counselor, Pam Bensel, County Clerk and RoGlenda Coulter, Hugoton Hermes.  Chairman O D 

Littrell called the meeting to order.  Gary moved to approve the minutes of the last meeting. Dave seconded.  

Motion carried.  Dave moved to approve the county vouchers. Gary seconded.  Motion carried.  The clerk was 

instructed to draw warrants on the Treasurer chargeable to the various funds of the county for the following 

amounts: 

                                 General…………………………….….……..47,105.97  

                                 Road & Bridge……………………….….......24,289.61 

                                 Building…………………………….…..….....2,986.39 

                                 Noxious Weed…………………….......................23.23 



                                 Insurance Agency-Damages…………….……1,350.00 

                                 Community Health……………..….............…8,415.30 

                                 Employee’s P/R Misc W/H……………...………66.56 

Mike Schechter came in to have some papers signed by the Commissioners. 

Guy Rowden came in to ask about buying POW flags to keep at the Courthouse to fly for special occasions.  The 

Commissioners said that the VFW is to supply the POW flag for the Veteran Memorial. 

Pat LeClerc came in to discuss health insurance.  She explained different options and answered questions.  She is 

getting other dental options to compare for the next meeting. 

Ashley Fiss and Tony McBride came in with a bid for Memorial Hall floor project and alterations. 

                 McBride Construction, Inc        base bid  $44,861.00 

                                                                    alteration of chair rail  $1,978.00 

Gary moved to accept the bid from McBride Construction for a base bid of $44,861.00 and bid of $1978.00 for 

the alteration of the chair rail. 

Tony informed the Commissioners that Dwayne West will come in next week to get a sample of the Memorial 

Hall floor to check the moisture under the floor. 

O D Littrell will continue working with Tony McBride on the Pioneer Manor project until the project in finalized. 

Susan Schulte came in to ask about purchasing a new scanner for blue prints and mapping.   

Dave moved to allow the purchase of a new scanner.  Gary seconded.  Motion carried. 

Susan asked to have $10,000.00 transferred out of the GIS account into the County Equipment fund at the end of 

the year.   

O D moved to allow the transfer for $10,000.00 out of the GIS account into the County Equipment fund at the 

end of the year.  Gary seconded.  Motion carried. 

Gary informed the other Commissioners of a meeting he attended at KAC.  They talked about the dues for each 

county to pay for KLPG.  The dues were based on oil & gas valuations of each county.  The Committee came up 

with a different formula to figure the county dues. 

Dave moved to rescind the motion on September 20, 2010 to pay $5,000.00 to KLPG for 2010.  Gary seconded.  

Motion carried. 

Dave moved to approve the county dues in the amount of $10,172.00 to KLPG based on the new formula. Gary 

seconded.  Motion carried. 

Ted Heaton and Rex Evans came in discuss 911 issues.  Ted presented a contract for the new 911 system.  Bob 

will review the contract and more discussion will take place at the next meeting. 

J C Cantrell came in to inform the Commissioners the Federal Exchange Program will allow Stevens County an 

estimated price of $505,925.00. 

Dave moved to allow J C to change from the program the county is currently with to the Federal Exchange 

Program.  Gary seconded.  Motion carried. 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk        _________________________                                                             

                                                                    O D Littrell, Chairman 

  

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 



DECEMBER 6, 2010 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with all members present.  Also present were Bob 

Johnson, County Counselor, Pam Bensel, County Clerk and RoGlenda Coulter, Hugoton Hermes.  Chairman O D 

Littrell called the meeting to order.  Dave moved to approve the minutes of the last meeting. Gary seconded.  

Motion carried.  Dave moved to approve the county vouchers. Gary seconded.  Motion carried.  The clerk was 

instructed to draw warrants on the Treasurer chargeable to the various funds of the county for the following 

amounts: 

                                 General…………………………….….…....187,972.28  

                                 Road & Bridge……………………….….....124,210.78 

                                 Airport……………………………..………….3,420.00 

                                 Building…………………………….…...….596,672.75 

                                 Noxious Weed……………………...................6,363.71 

                                 Alcoholic Treatment…………………….………237.50 

                                 Diversion…………………………………….….300.00 

                                 Community Health……………..…...............26,628.56 

                                 Fire Bequest…………………………………….500.00 

                                 Airport Grants……………………….………10,588.33 

                                 Employee’s P/R Misc W/H……………...………66.56 

Dave moved to go into executive session for non elected personnel for 12 minutes from 8:48am to 9:00am with 

County Counselor, Robert Johnson present.  Gary seconded.  Motion carried.  Meeting reconvened at 9:00am. 

J C Cantrell came in update the Commissioners on the Road & Bridge department.   

He informed the Commissioners that Abengoa has started working at their site west of town. 

Tony Martin presented a list of the new board members and officers for the Fair Board.   

Dave moved to approve the new members for the Fair Board.  Gary seconded.  Motion carried. 

Mario Hernandez came in to ask if he could be put on as full time maintenance janitor for the Memorial Hall, 4-H 

building and Extension Council. 

The Commissioners said to let them discuss this situation and they will get back with him at a later date. 

Pat LeClerc with Group Benefit came in to discuss the Blue Cross-Blue Shield options with the Commissioners.   

Dave moved to stay with the BC-BS health and dental renewal that was presented by Alejandra Juarez with BC-

BS at the November 1, 2010 meeting.  Gary seconded.  Motion carried. 

Ted Heaton and Rex Evans came in to talk about the 911 contract.  The cost for the project is $118,000.00.   

Pam Bensel informed the Commissioners they need to reappoint Mark Crawford to the Economic Development 

Board.   

Dave moved to reappoint Mark Crawford to the Economic Development Board.  Gary seconded.  Motion carried. 

Neal Gillespie and Kristen Farnum came in to discuss several different issues. 

Neal talked about Neighborhood Revitalization. He explained why it would be good for the county to have this 

program. 



Neal discussed the Commissioner redistricting.  He explained some counties have all commissioners at large. 

Neal also discussed the grant money for a bypass turning lane.  He has talked to Larry Thompson and this would 

be a Kansas Department of Transportation project. 

Guy Rowden presented a proposal and contract from Southwest Glass & Door Inc from Liberal for door closers 

on some of the offices in the Courthouse costing $1,841.00. 

Dave moved to accept the proposal from Southwest Glass & Door for $1,841.00 to fix the office doors in the 

Courthouse.  O D seconded.  Motion carried. 

Thea Schnittker came in for an interview as a prospective candidate for the Hospital Board.  Thea expressed her 

concerns and what ideas she had for the hospital. 

Betty Rosel was presented with an award from KAC by the Commissioners for 40 years of service to the county. 

The Commissioners received a proposal from Tony McBride with McBride Construction for the Memorial Hall 

renovations.  The Commissioners agreed to purchase 5% extra carpet tiles to be left for future use at a cost of 

$745.00. 

The Commissioners chose not to accept the proposal to install the carpet tiles on a 45 degree angle for a cost of 

$894.00.  

Commissioners talked about raises for 2011 but no decision was made. 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk         ________________________________   

                                                                                  O D Littrell, Chairman 

 

 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

DECEMBER 20, 2010 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with Gary Baker and Dave Bozone present.  Also 

present were Bob Johnson, County Counselor, Pam Bensel, County Clerk and RoGlenda Coulter, Hugoton 

Hermes.  Vice Chairman Gary Baker called the meeting to order.  Gary moved to approve the minutes of the last 

meeting. Dave seconded.  Motion carried.  Gary moved to approve the county vouchers. Dave seconded.  Motion 

carried.  The clerk was instructed to draw warrants on the Treasurer chargeable to the various funds of the county 

for the following amounts: 

                                 General…………………………….….…....134,926.32  

                                 Road & Bridge……………………….….....129,189.24                                 

                                 Building…………………………….….......….2,947.60 

                                 Insurance Agency……………………………75,892.30 

                                 Diversion…………............……..........……….958.95                                                          

                                 Community Health……………….…...............7,755.87 

                                 Employee’s P/R Misc W/H……………………..107.84 

Theresa Dasenbrock and Dave Lunzmann came in to discuss the money situation for the health insurance.  

Theresa informed them of different ways they could handle the rise in cost in the insurance.  They talked about 

the different options for health and dental insurance. 

Theresa informed the Commissioners that pursuant to the new Federal legislation there will be a 2% decrease in 

FICA/Medicare for every individual in the year 2011. 

Gary Baker asked about a cafeteria plan for the county employees.  She explained how the plan would work. 



The Commissioners discussed possible COLA raises for the 2011 year.  

J C Cantrell checked in with the Commissioners to see if they needed anything from his department.  

The Commissioners presented Mike Schechter with a 40 years certificate from the County in appreciation for his 

service on the fire department. 

Ted Heaton and Rex Evans came in with two pickup bids from Riley Chevrolet Buick, Inc. 

                 2011 Chev Silverado 4X4 Ext Cab            $28,328.69 

                 Less trade in of 2007 Ford 4X4 Ext Cab     12,400.00   

                                                                                     $15,928.69 

 

                 2011 Chev Silverado 4X4 Ext Cab            $28,511.69 

                 Less trade in on 2009 Chev 4X4 Ext Cab    13,250.00  

                                                                                     $15,261.69    

Dave moved to allow Ted to purchase the 2 - 2011 Chevrolet Silverado 4X4 Ext Cab for $15,928.69 and 

$15,261.69.  Gary seconded.  Motion carried. 

Gene Leonard brought in an encumbrance letter for Solid Waste.  He asked to encumber $65,000.00 from the 

2010 budget to be used toward the purchase of a track loader.  He also asked that the $21,350.00 of the capital 

outlay part of the Solid Waste budget be transferred to the County Equipment fund to help purchase the track 

loader. 

Dave moved to allow Gene Leonard to encumber the $65,000.00 or less plus the $21,350.00 from the 2010 Solid 

Waste budget to the County Equipment fund to put toward the purchase of a track loader.  Gary seconded.  

Motion carried. 

Dave asked Gene about taking in contaminated dirt/non hazardous at the landfill.  He also asked about the salt 

water coming in to the landfill.  Dave suggested charging a possible tipping fee for this service. 

Dave asked Gene to check with other Counties on what they charge for contaminated dirt/non hazardous.    

Gene said he will talk to KDHE on how to handle these items. 

Gary moved to go into executive session for litigation for 10 minutes from 10:35am to 10:44am with County 

Counselor, Robert Johnson present.  Dave seconded.  Motion carried.  Meeting reconvened at 10:44am. 

Kirk Heger came in for an interview as a prospective candidate for the Hospital Board.  Kirk expressed his 

concerns and what ideas he had for the hospital. 

Dave moved to appoint Kirk Heger to the Hospital Board as board member replacing Matt Johnson starting 

January 1, 2011.  Gary seconded.  Motion carried. 

Gary Baker presented a packet from Richard Claggett for the land north of town on the NW corner of NW 27-32-

37 showing the entrance approved by KDOT.  The Commissioners decided to invite Richard Claggett to the 

January 3 meeting to discuss the entrance approved by KDOT. 

Dave moved to give a 3% COLA raise for all employees as of January 1, 2011.  Gary seconded.  Motion carried. 

Bob Johnson discussed the water rights south of town, and he presented the Approval of Application for Change 

in Place of Use and Use Made of Water from Kansas Department of Agriculture received from the State. 

Bob will finalize work on the contract with the City of Hugoton. 

O D Littrell had previously volunteered to continue to oversee the Pioneer Manor project; however he has 

declined to continue on the Pioneer Manor project because of possible conflicts.  The Commissioners will oversee 

the project through completion. 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk         ________________________________                                

                                                            O D Littrell, Chairman 



COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

DECEMBER 28, 2010 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with Gary Baker and Dave Bozone present.  Also 

present were Bob Johnson, County Counselor, Pam Bensel, County Clerk and RoGlenda Coulter, Hugoton 

Hermes.  Vice Chairman Gary Baker called the meeting to order.  Dave moved to approve the minutes of the last 

meeting. Gary seconded.  Motion carried.  Dave moved to approve the county vouchers. Gary seconded.  Motion 

carried.  The clerk was instructed to draw warrants on the Treasurer chargeable to the various funds of the county 

for the following amounts: 

                                 General…………………………….….…..200,473.82  

                                 Road & Bridge……………………….…...272,661.85  

                                 Airport………………………….…………..26,790.99   

                                 Noxious Weed…………………...…………..8,688.61                                                             

                                 Community Health……………….…...........21,812.56 

                                 Employee’s P/R Misc W/H……………………..69.56 

Pam Bensel informed the Commissioners that Kim Harper called and asked to choose someone to meet with UPA 

about a better light system when the unit trains come in.  Dave Bozone and J C Cantrell were chosen to meet with 

UPA. 

David Gustafson came in on behalf of Amarillo Natural Gas Company.  He had a contract between Amarillo 

Natural Gas and Abengoa to provide gas to the Abengoa facility.  He asked if they could use the county right of 

way if necessary for laying the gas line to the facility.  The County requires the requesting party to attempt to 

secure right of ways from the private land owners before granting the use of the County’s right of way. 

Bob Johnson will send a letter to Amarillo Natural Gas advising of the County’s policy. 

Jim Karlan called to have the Commissioners appoint two people from Stevens County to be on the Southwest 

Guidance Center Board. 

Dave moved to appoint Nylene Johnson and Jim Bell to the Southwest Guidance Center Board as of January 1, 

2011.  Gary seconded.  Motion carried.  Jim will be in contact with the two appointees. 

Paula Rowden came in to talk about the bus grant for Community Health.  She needs the Articles of Incorporation 

by January 22, 2011. 

Gary Baker asked about using the bus to transport Pioneer Manor patients to their destinations.  Paula felt it might 

delay some of the community individuals that need transportation.  Paula will to meet with Linda Stalcup, 

Hospital Administrator to help apply for a grant for use at the Pioneer Manor. 

Gary moved to have Dave work with Tony McBride on the Pioneer Manor project, then report to the other 

Commissioners.  Dave seconded.  Motion carried. 

Gary reported that he had received an email concerning the wind farm project.  The project is going to be bid on 

soon and the conditional use permit needs to be extended.. 

The Commissioners talked about having all Commissioner districts voted on at large and will look into the matter 

along with redistricting. 

Dave moved to go into executive session regarding possible litigation for 5 minutes from 9:25am to 9:30am with 

County Counselor, Robert Johnson present.  Gary seconded.  Motion carried.  Meeting reconvened at 9:30m. 

Pam Bensel presented an encumbrance letter from Mike Schechter requesting $20,000.00 from the 2010 EMS 

budget to purchase a new repeater and mobile radios. 

Dave moved to allow Mike Schechter to encumber $20,000.00 from the 2010 EMS budget for the purchase of the 

repeater and mobile radios.  



By motion the Board adjourned. 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk         ________________________________                                

                                                            O D Littrell, Chairman 

  

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

JANUARY 3, 2011 

 

 

 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with all members present. Also present were Bob 

Johnson, County Counselor, Pam Bensel, County Clerk and RoGlenda Coulter, Hugoton Hermes. O D Littrell 

called the meeting to order. O D moved to approve the minutes of the last meeting. Dave seconded. Motion 

carried. Dave moved to approve the county vouchers. Gary seconded. Motion carried. The clerk was instructed to 

draw warrants on the Treasurer chargeable to the various funds of the county for the following amounts: 

 

General……………….…..25,461.63 

 

Road & Bridge……….…...24,257.06 

 

Building………………….727,476.14 

 

Noxious Weed…………….....352.06 

 

Community Health…….........1,592.01 

 

Employee’s P/R Misc W/H..…..50.03 

 

O D moved to appoint Dave Bozone as Chairman. Gary seconded. Motion carried. 

 

Dave moved to appoint Gary Baker as Vice Chairman. O D seconded. Motion carried. 

 

Gary moved to appoint the Hugoton Hermes as the official newspaper for Stevens County. Dave 

seconded. Motion carried. 

 

Dave moved to have Citizens State Bank as the bank depository for Stevens County. Gary seconded. Motion 

carried. 

 

Dave moved to have First National Bank as secondary depository for Stevens County. Gary seconded. Motion 

carried. 

 

Dave moved to continue the meeting days and time on the 1st and 3rd Mondays at 8:30am unless Monday is a 

county holiday then the meeting will be on Tuesday. Gary seconded. Motion carried. 

 

Pam Bensel, County Clerk presented the GAAP waiver Resolution11-01 to be approved and signed. O D moved 

to adopt the GAAP Resolution 11-01. Gary seconded. Motion carried. 

 

Dave moved to appoint Gary as delegate to the WEKANDO Board. O D seconded. Motion carried. 

 

O D moved to appoint Dave as delegate to the Port Authority Board. Gary seconded. Motion carried. 

 

Robert Rich presented an encumbrance letter for the Wellness Center in the amount of $10,500.00 and 

Community Service in the amount of $661.22 to purchase equipment and repair the old mower. 

 

Gary moved to allow Robert Rich to encumber $10,500.00 from the 2010 Wellness Center budget and $661.22 

from the 2010 Community Service budget. Dave seconded. Motion carried. 

 

Gary moved to pay off the lease agreement for the Register of Deeds Sharp MX3501N copier from Southern 

Office Supply in the amount of $5,066.41 with the monies received for mortgage registration fees. 

 

J C Cantrell informed the Commissioners the asphalt plant is being replenished with materials. 

 

Richard Claggett came in to discuss the entrance approach into his property north of town in the NW corner of 

NW 27-32-37. After discussion, the Commissioners agreed to allow J C with the Road and Bridge Department 

  



put in the entrance approach approved by KDOT. Richard does want the County to maintain the access road when 

needed. 

 

Gary moved to cooperate with Richard for the County to build the access road if needed and secure right of ways 

and Richard has agreed to pay for the expense of the culverts and help with other expenses if necessary.  

 

Roger Lynch came in to talk about the wind farm project. 

 

Gary moved to extend the conditional use permit of the wind farm 2 years. O D seconded. Motion carried. 

 

Ted Heaton and Rex Evans came in to talk to the Commissioners. Ted presented the 2010 encumbrance letter for 

the Sheriff’s office in the amount of $6,482.00 to purchase computers and light bars. 

 

Gary moved to approve the 2010 encumbrance letter from Ted Heaton for the Sheriff’s office in the amount of 

$6,482.00. O D seconded. Motion carried. 

 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk              ________________________________  

                                                                                Dave Bozone, Chairman 

 

 

 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

JANUARY 5, 2011 

 

Dave Bozone called a special meeting on January 5, 2011 at the Memorial Hall. All members were present. Also 

present were Pam Bensel, County Clerk and Ashley Fiss with Fiss Architect. Chairman Dave Bozone called the 

meeting to order. 

 

After removing everything in the Memorial Hall to work on the floor, Ashley showed the Commissioners that the 

acoustic carpet on the wall was not in good shape. It needs replaced along with the brown outlet plates at a cost of 

$7,897.00.  

 

Gary moved to have the acoustic carpet on the Memorial Hall wall replaced along with all brown outlets plates 

changed to stainless steel. O D seconded. Motion carried. 

 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

 

 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk              ________________________________  

                                                                                Dave Bozone, Chairman  

 

 

 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

JANUARY 17, 2011 

 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with all members present. Also present were Bob 

Johnson, County Counselor, Pam Bensel, County Clerk and Marie Austin, Hugoton Hermes. Dave Bozone called 

the meeting to order. Jim moved to approve the minutes of the last meeting. Gary seconded. Motion carried. Gary 

moved to approve the county vouchers. Jim seconded. Motion carried. The clerk was instructed to draw warrants 

on the Treasurer chargeable to the various funds of the county for the following amounts: 

 

General……………….....83,120.25 

 

Road & Bridge………....147,674.23 

 

Airport…….....…………..57,640.00 

 

Building…………..………19,769.50 

 

Noxious Weed…………….1,465.88 

 

Alcoholic Treatment………….237.50 



 

Community Health…............1,030.14 

 

Airport Grants...….………31,736.16 

 

Employee’s P/R Misc W/H…....69.92 

 

Dave moved to go into executive session for land acquisition for 18 minutes from 9:12am to 9:30am with County 

Counselor, Robert Johnson present. Gary seconded. Motion carried. Meeting reconvened at 9:30am. 

 

Dave moved to approve the contract for water rights with the City of Hugoton on the S/2 21-33-37. Jim 

seconded. Motion carried. 

 

Gary moved to accept Resolution 11-02 entitled “Amended and Restated, effective November 15, 2010 

BYLAWS AND INTERLOCAL COOPERATIVE AGREEMENT FOR THE KANSAS WORKERS RISK 

COOPERATIVE FOR COUNTIES”. Jim seconded. Motion carried. 

 

J C came in to discuss Road and Bridge business. 

 

Gary moved to go into executive session for non elected personnel for 10 minutes from 9:42am to 9:52am with 

County Counselor, Robert Johnson and J C Cantrell present. Jim seconded. Motion carried. Meeting reconvened 

at 9:52am. 

 

Jim moved to allow J C or any other employee to donate times to an employee, for a period of time and after all 

his time has been exhausted, according to E-6 #7 in the Stevens County personnel handbook. Gary 

seconded. Motion carried. 

 

Gene Leonard came in to update the Commissioners on the special waste issue.  

 

Gene reported that Morton County doesn’t take any special waste into the landfill. 

 

Gene informed the Commissioners what the landfill does with the Community Health and Effie Gaskill’s special 

waste as it is taken into the landfill. 

 

The Commissioners and Gene discussed the contaminated dirt that is taken into the landfill.  

 

Jim moved to allow Gene to use the contaminated dirt as needed for the landfill. 

 

Dave moved to charge $10.00 a ton tipping fee on all contaminated dirt coming into the landfill. Jim 

seconded. Motion carried. 

 

Gene asked if he could get bids for spraying equipment for the weed spraying trucks. Commissioners agreed to 

allow this. 

 

Neal Gillespie talked to the Kansas Transportation Department about the turning land onto the bypass road. Neal 

informed the Commissioners there are Economic Development grants for this type of project. There are matching 

grants that would apply to labor and equipment. There are engineering firms that would be able to fill out the 

paper work for the grants. 

 

Neal also talked about Neighborhood Revitalization. 

 

Gary informed the other Commissioners about the cost of moving the individual residents from the old Pioneer 

Manor to the new Pioneer Manor facility and the Community Health to the old Pioneer Manor. 

 

The cost of the landscaping for the new Pioneer Manor facility was discussed also. 

 

Dave talked to Ashley Fiss to get with Paula to check on what needs to be torn out and what could be salvaged. 

 

Ted Heaton came in to ask the Commissioners if they would look over his wages for 2011. 

 

Ted informed the Commissioners about the Sheriffs facility and updated them on the new 911 system. 

 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

 

 Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk              ________________________________  



                                                                                Dave Bozone, Chairman  

 

 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

FEBRUARY 7, 2011 

 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with all members present. Also present were Bob 

Johnson, County Counselor, Pam Bensel, County Clerk and RoGlenda Coulter, Hugoton Hermes. Dave Bozone 

called the meeting to order. Gary moved to approve the minutes of the last meeting. Jim seconded. Motion 

carried. Gary moved to approve the county vouchers. Jim seconded. Motion carried. The clerk was instructed to 

draw warrants on the Treasurer chargeable to the various funds of the county for the following amounts: 

 

 

General…………………………….….…..504,818.56 

 

                     911 E Wireless……………….………...…..47,543.59 (12/07/2010) 

 

Road & Bridge…………………….....…...435,631.84 

 

Fair………………………………..………..59,587.50 

 

Services for Elderly………………..………94,411.50 

 

Airport…………………….…...………..…..4,799.80 

 

Building…………………….……..……...718,262.67 

 

Noxious Weed……………………………..12,585.27 

 

Library………………………………...….104,725.50 

 

Hospital Maint……………………………950,000.00 

 

Alcoholic Treatment…………………….…….237.50 

 

Diversion………………………….……..100.00 

 

Community Health…………….….….........40,931.27 

 

Airport Grants…………………….…….…20,146.61 

 

WEKANDO………………………………..3,750.00 

 

Special Law Enforcement……………...……..497.84 

 

Employee’s P/R Misc W/H…………….....…..106.38 

 

 

 

Gary moved to reappoint Ted Heaton to the Advisory Board of the SW Regional Juvenile Detention Center. Jim 

seconded. Motion carried. 

 

Gary moved to go into executive session for land acquisition for 12 minutes from 8:48am to 9:00am with County 

Counselor, Robert Johnson present. Jim seconded. Motion carried. Meeting reconvened at 9:00am. 

 

Gary informed the other Commissioners that KDHE, Groundwater Dist and KCC requested the County to not put 

contaminated dirt at the landfill. 

 

Jim moved to rescind the previous motion on January 17, 2011 allowing Gene to use the contaminated dirt at the 

landfill, due to more findings from the State. Gary seconded. Motion carried. 

 

Dave moved to rescind the previous motion on January 17, 2011 to charge $10.00 a ton tipping fee on all 

contaminated dirt coming into the landfill. Jim seconded. Motion carried. 

 

Bob updated the Commissioners about the possibility of voting on Commissioners at large instead of 



Commissioners in each district at a General Election so everyone would be allowed to vote pursuant to state 

law. The other option is to modify the districts to have a more even distribution of voters in each district. 

 

J C Cantrell came in to discuss Road & Bridge issues. 

 

Dave moved to go into executive session for non elected personnel for 13 minutes from 9:32am to 9:45am with 

County Counselor, Robert Johnson and J C Cantrell present. Gary seconded. Motion carried. Meeting reconvened 

at 9:45am. 

 

Ted Heaton came in to get the Commissioners signatures on the agreement for the live fingerprint scan 

equipment. 

 

Susan Schulte came in to get the Commissioners signatures on the transfer of property agreement for the mobile 

mapper, camera and ARC pad 8 in the GIS department. 

 

Ashley Fiss sent over a bid for $1,500.00 from ISI for removal of asbestos at the Pioneer Manor. 

 

Dave moved to accept the bid for $1,500.00 from ISI for removal of asbestos at the Pioneer Manor. Jim 

seconded. Motion carried. 

 

Gene Leonard brought in two bids for spray equipment for the Noxious Weed trucks. 

 

(2) Vegetation Management Supply, Inc 

Raven 440 Console (3 boom switches) and accessories $5,956.00 

 

(2) Wylie Sprayers 

440 Console w/GPS port and accessories $4,957.82 

 

Gary moved to accept the low bid from Wylie Sprayers for $4,957.82. Jim seconded. Motion carried. 

 

 

Gary moved to put Mario Hernandez on full time for Memorial Hall/4H Bldg/Extension custodian as of January 

22, 2011. He is required to not exceed 40 hours a week. The pay will come out of the general fund. Jim 

seconded. Motion carried. 

 

Ted Heaton asked if the Commissioners made a decision about the pay scale. Not at this time. 

 

Tony Martin and Tom Hicks came in to discuss the new plat for the Pioneer Manor. 

 

Gary moved to go into executive session for litigation and non elected personnel for 30 minutes from 10:50am to 

11:20am with County Counselor, Robert Johnson present. Jim seconded. Motion carried. Meeting reconvened at 

11:20am. 

 

Paula Rowden came in to ask if the public transportation bus could be used to bring her mother from Wichita to 

the Pioneer Manor. Paula’s mother will be a resident at the Pioneer Manor. Paula is willing to pay for the trip to 

Wichita. John Peterson will be driving the public transportation bus because of training regulations. 

 

Gary moved to allow Paula Rowden to utilize the public transportation bus to go to Wichita to transport her 

mother back to the Pioneer Manor. The fair for round trip to Wichita will be set at $100.00. Jim seconded. Motion 

carried. 

 

Gary moved to approve the use of the public transportation bus to transport individuals anywhere in Kansas to the 

Manor with the fee to be determined by the mileage. 

 

The Commissioners, Bob Johnson, Ashley Fiss, Paula Rowden and RoGlenda Coulter went to the Pioneer Manor 

to check on what could be salvaged for future use.  

 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

 

 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk              ________________________________  

                                                                                Dave Bozone, Chairman  

 

 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 



FEBRUARY 22, 2011 

 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with all members present. Also present were Bob 

Johnson, County Counselor, Pam Bensel, County Clerk and RoGlenda Coulter, Hugoton Hermes. Dave Bozone 

called the meeting to order. Jim moved to approve the minutes of the last meeting. Gary seconded. Motion 

carried. Gary moved to approve the county vouchers. Jim seconded. Motion carried. The clerk was instructed to 

draw warrants on the Treasurer chargeable to the various funds of the county for the following amounts: 

 

General…………………………….………..62,592.87 

 

Road & Bridge…………………...................26,440.69 

 

Building…………………….……..…...…...21,997.72 

 

Employees Benefit………………….….….232,194.00 

 

Noxious Weed…………………………..……..640.50 

 

Noxious Weed Equipment…………….……..4,102.37 

 

Ambulance Bequest……………………….....….40.00 

 

Community Health…………….….……........1,373.22 

 

Employee’s P/R Misc W/H……………......…..789.92 

 

Gary moved to go into executive session for land acquisition for 10 minutes from 8:50am to 9:00am with County 

Counselor, Robert Johnson present. Jim seconded. Motion carried. Meeting reconvened at 9:00am. 

 

Gene Leonard came in to ask if he could donate sick leave time to an employee if necessary. 

 

The Commissioners moved to allow Gene to donate time to an employee after all his time has been exhausted, 

according to E-6 #7 in the Stevens County personnel handbook. Gary seconded. Motion carried. 

 

Moscow Recreation Board asked the Commissioners to discuss the Moscow Recreation Pool Building 

Project. The Commissioners decided the board needs to come in so everything could be discussed between the 

Moscow Recreation Board and Commissioners. 

 

Paula Rowden came in to discuss the money for the Transportation grant. She informed the Commissioners the 

County would lose the money if it was not used properly. Paula called the State and they explained what the 

money could be used for. Paula used it for uniform clothing for the Transportation driver, John Peterson. 

 

J C Cantrell came in to ask if $103,723.17 could be moved from Fund 201-Road and Bridge to Fund 220-Road 

Machinery.  

 

Dave moved to approve the money exchange from Fund 201-Road and Bridge to Fund 220-Road Machinery. Jim 

seconded. Motion carried. 

 

Rex Evans with the Sheriff’s office came in to inform the Commissioners on the 911 upgrade. The system is 

working great. 

 

Rex also informed the Commissioners that the east garage door on the south end of the Law Enforcement 

building is not working. Ted has called Simplex out several times and they have not been able to get it working. 

 

Stevens County Sheriff’s Office is hosting the Kansas Police Dog Association event. It will be a 4 day event. 

 

The Sheriff’s Office has been working cases that involves the drug dog and the dog has been very successful in 

the cases. 

 

Lynn Engle, Tony Martin and Tom Hicks came in to inform the Commissioners about the plat for the new 

Pioneer Manor project. Lynn informed the Commissioners he will be setting the corner block pins at a depth in 

excess of 18 inches. 

 

Gary moved to approve the final plat for the Pioneer Manor project. Jim seconded. Motion carried. 

 



The plat will go the surveyor now for approval. 

 

The City Planning and Zoning Commission will be working on the approval of the annexation of the property 

into Hugoton City. 

 

Guy Rowden came in to discuss prices for vacuums and buffers for the Memorial Hall. The buffers may be able 

to be fixed. 

 

Guy talked about other projects he is working on for this spring. He will be renting a sod cutter from Liberal to 

lower the edges of the lawn and then putting the sod back down. 

 

Mike Schechter came in to discuss the radio system for the EM S/Fire and Sheriff departments. He is getting bids 

for the radio system, license modification and repeater for the Sheriff’s office. The bids will be opened on April 4 

at 10:00am. 

 

Neal Gillespie came in to discuss the turning lane on State Highway 25 onto the bypass road. Neal talked to the 

State Department/Larry Thompson from Dodge City about a right or left lane. Paul Stover, an engineer for EBH 

had questions about the project. 

 

Neal thinks most of the cost should be paid by Kansas Department of Transportation. 

 

Susan informed the Commissioners what the Secretary of State’s office says about redistricting. The 2010 Census 

should come out in April, 2011. 

 

Tom Fuhrmann came in to explain about the increase in values for property/land and irrigation. Tom explained 

how Landmark calculates the values for the property. 

 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

 

 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk              ________________________________  

                                                                                Dave Bozone, Chairman  

 

 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

MARCH 7, 2011 

 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with all members present. Also present were Bob 

Johnson, County Counselor, Pam Bensel, County Clerk and RoGlenda Coulter, Hugoton Hermes. Dave Bozone 

called the meeting to order. Jim moved to approve the minutes of the last meeting. Gary seconded. Motion 

carried. Gary moved to approve the county vouchers. Jim seconded. Motion carried. The clerk was instructed to 

draw warrants on the Treasurer chargeable to the various funds of the county for the following amounts: 

 

General…………………………….………..175,390.93 

 

Road & Bridge………………….....................60,958.28 

 

Airport……………………………….………..5,187.00 

 

Building…………………….……..…...…...348,350.67 

 

Noxious Weed……………………….....……..3,919.97 

 

Noxious Weed Equip…………………….……1,398.66 

 

Alcoholic Treatment……………………….……237.50 

 

Community Health…………….….……........14,712.36 

 

Employee’s P/R Misc W/H……………..………..55.08 

 

Airport Grants……………………………....371,979.93 

 

 

Bob presented a right of way easement deed to be signed by the Commissioners on the frontage road of Richard 



Claggett’s property, NW 27-32-37. 

 

Dave moved to go into executive session for possible litigation for 10 minutes from 9:03am to 9:09am with 

County Counselor, Robert Johnson present. Jim seconded. Motion carried. Meeting reconvened at 9:09am. 

 

J C Cantrell came in to discuss closing two roads. One is at Road 3 and Road X East a little over one half of a 

mile section SE 36-31-39 and dead ends at an abandoned house. 

 

The other road is at Road 6 and Road K North approximately two miles. 

 

The Commissioners will review both roads prior to next meeting, if the property owners agreed to the closing of 

the roads, the road could be closed. 

 

Bob Johnson will start the procedure for closing the road. 

 

Ashley Fiss came in to discuss the renovation drawings of the Alzheimer unit at the existing Pioneer Manor for 

the Stevens County Community Health Department.  

 

Ashley says the contractors will put a wall up between the Alzheimer unit and the middle section of the Manor 

when tearing the middle section out and removing the asbestos. 

 

Gary moved to allow Ashley to move forward with the bid drawings and bids for demolition and renovation of 

the existing Pioneer Manor. 

 

The estimated time to move the residents into the new Pioneer Manor will be in the fall.  

 

Ted Heaton came in to inform the Commissioners that Department of Corrections needs to house inmates. The 

DOC asked if Stevens County would be willing to help house up to 10 of the inmates. Ted asked the 

Commissioners their opinion on the situation. The Commissioners agreed with Ted to house some of the inmates. 

 

Pat LeClerc came in to discuss the State of Kansas Health Insurance Group. After discussing the options and 

seeing the amount of money that could be saved, the Commissioners choice to switch to the State Health Plan. 

 

Dave moved to enter into a three year contract in the State Employee Health Plan, Plan A Blue Cross-Blue Shield 

with the Delta Dental Plan as of July 1, 2011. The tobacco users will need to pay the extra amount of premium 

charged. The County agrees to pay the broker fee of $1,000.00 with the individuals being allowed to buy any of 

the extra benefits presented. The approximate savings for the County will be $246,000 a year. Jim 

seconded. Motion carried. 

 

Commissioners received a letter from Eunice Schroeder informing them that Heather Augustine will resign her 

position on the Library Board at the end of her term as of April 30, 2011. Two names were presented – Blanca E 

Guereque and Kimberly Heger. 

 

Dave moved to appoint Kimberly Heger to replace Heather Augustine as of April 30, 2011 on the Stevens County 

Library Board. 

 

The Commissioners were informed that Donna Burrows is resigning from the Cemetery Board but Don Burrows 

is willing to replace her.  

 

Gary moved to appoint Don Burrows to replace Donna Burrows of Voorhees Township on the Cemetery Board 

as of March 7, 2011. Jim seconded. Motion carried. 

 

Guy Rowden brought in two bids for a buffer.  

 

Massco of Wichita, KS BR-1600-NDC Burnisher-1600 rpm 20” $1,160.00 

 

Pur-O-Zone of Hutchinson, KS Terra 28B $2,990.00 

 

Jim moved to allow Guy purchase (1) BR-1600-NDC Burnisher-1600 rpm 20” buffer at a price of $1,160 from 

Massco of Wichita, KS. Gary seconded. Motion carried. 

 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

 

 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk              ________________________________  



                                                                                Dave Bozone, Chairman  

 

 

 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

MARCH 10, 2011 

 

Dave Bozone called a special meeting on March 10, 2011 to go look at a road. All members were 

 

present. Also present was J C Cantrell. Chairman Dave Bozone asked everyone to meet at the intersection of 

Road 3 and Road X to discuss closing of roads. 

 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk              ________________________________  

                                                                                Dave Bozone, Chairman  

 

 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

MARCH 21, 2011 

 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with all members present. Also present were Bob 

Johnson, County Counselor, Pam Bensel, County Clerk and RoGlenda Coulter, Hugoton Hermes. Dave Bozone 

called the meeting to order. Jim moved to approve the minutes of the last meeting. Gary seconded. Motion 

carried. Dave moved to approve the county vouchers. Gary seconded. Motion carried. The clerk was instructed to 

draw warrants on the Treasurer chargeable to the various funds of the county for the following amounts: 

 

General…………………………….………..49,715.75 

 

Road & Bridge………………….....................7,927.15 

 

Building…………………….……..…...…...98,014.00 

 

Noxious Weed……………………….....….…..784.21 

 

Noxious Weed Equip……………………..……424.30 

 

Insurance Agency………………………....130,344.00 

 

Diversion………………………………….……150.00 

 

Community Health…………….….…….......11,181.53 

 

Employee’s P/R Misc W/H……………....……..62.50 

 

Airport Grants……………………………....97,323.18 

 

Erick Nordling came in for the discussion of redistricting Commissioner districts.  

 

Susan Schulte presented a map for redistricting of Commissioner districts that shows the population more evenly 

distributed among the districts.  

 

The Commissioners chose to proceed with the redistricting. Bob Johnson will check with Secretary of State on 

the rules and regulations to follow.  

 

Dave moved to go into executive session for possible litigation for 10 minutes from 9:20am to 9:30am with 

County Counselor, Robert Johnson present. Gary seconded. Motion carried. Meeting reconvened at 9:30am. 

 

J C Cantrell came in to discuss the road closing situation. The Commissioners chose not to close either one of the 

roads in question. 

 

J C informed the Commissioners of the Road and Bridge road projects for 2011. 

 

Guy Rowden brought in a quote for a 30” wide sweeper at a price range of $1,700.00 to $1,800.00.  

 



Gary moved to allow Guy to buy a sweeper for the Memorial Hall at the price range of $1,700.00 to 

$1,800.00. Jim seconded. Motion carried.  

 

Guy brought in information to replace the pilot lights for the stove unit in the Memorial Hall. The Commissioners 

agreed to have the pilots replaced. 

 

Ted Heaton presented a 1 year service contract with Central Mechanical of Wichita, KS. This contract is for the 

entire buildings heating, cooling, boiler room, etc. 

 

Commissioners agreed to continue with the 1 year service contract with Central Mechanical of Wichita, KS. 

 

Shawn Anderson, Moscow Athletic Director and Lorie Christensen with the Moscow Recreation Board came in 

to discuss the Moscow swimming pool. They informed the Commissioners of the different projects the 

Recreation budget is tied up with and what they need to buy this year. The Commissioners agree to help with the 

pool house. The Board is to check with Tony McBride to get a bid quote and then come back in the visit with the 

Commissioners. 

 

Theresa Dasenbrock with Lewis, Hooper and Dick, the county auditors, came in to give the Commissioners an 

idea of the carry over for the County might be. 

 

Roger Lynch came in to discuss the letter from Abengoa. He felt that the County needs to have a public hearing 

for this matter and the Commissioners felt it was not necessary. 

 

Virgil Cox came in to discuss land east of town farmed by Joe D Thompson. 

 

Laura Hull called to inform the Commissioners of her resigning from the Library Board. She has one year left and 

asked to be replaced as of April 1, 2011. Dave will check with Laura about a replacement. 

 

Wayne Tate came in discuss the property at the new Pioneer Manor. Hugoton City has two consents to annex 

property  

 

Gary moved to approve the annexation of the property into the city limits. Jim seconded. Motion carried. 

 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk              ________________________________  

                                                                                Dave Bozone, Chairman  

 

 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

APRIL 4, 2011 

 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with all members present. Also present were Bob 

Johnson, County Counselor, Pam Bensel, County Clerk Ruthie Winget and RoGlenda Coulter, Hugoton 

Hermes. Dave Bozone called the meeting to order. Jim moved to approve the minutes of the last meeting. Gary 

seconded. Motion carried. Dave moved to approve the county vouchers. Jim seconded. Motion carried. The clerk 

was instructed to draw warrants on the Treasurer chargeable to the various funds of the county for the following 

amounts: 

 

General…………………………….………..198,473.97 

 

Road & Bridge…………………...................141,298.26 

 

Airport………………………………………..62,827.00 

 

Building…………………….……..…...…... 533,197.84 

 

Noxious Weed……………………….....….…..6,771.05 

 

Library………………………………………104,725.50 

 

Alcoholic Treatment……………….…………….237.50 

 

Diversion………………………..………….……140.50 

 



Community Health…………….….…..….......26,242.57 

 

Employee’s P/R Misc W/H…………….......….1,859.01 

 

Gary mentioned to the other Commissioners that an individual wants to put housing by the new Pioneer 

Manor. He asked what steps they need to begin this process. The Commissioners discussed putting together 

different steps to proceed with this. 

 

Gary moved to go into executive session for possible litigation for 15 minutes from 9:15am to 9:30am with 

County Counselor, Robert Johnson present. Jim seconded. Motion carried. Meeting reconvened at 9:30am. 

 

Gary moved to put a burn ban notice (no control burns) on for all of Stevens County till further notice. Jim 

seconded. Motion carried. 

 

Bob will work on a resolution for the burn ban. 

 

Dave moved to approve Resolution 11-03 putting a burn ban notice (no control burns) on for all of Stevens 

County till further notice. Gary seconded. Motion carried. 

 

J C Cantrell checked in on behalf of the Road and Bridge Department.  

 

Mike Schechter came in with radio bids for EMS Services.  

 

G & G Electronics Inc 2 Motorola MRT3000 continuous duty repeater with duplexer and 

 

Guymon, OK cabinet, installed on site to existing antenna and coax system – $14,280.00 

                                         18 Motorola CDM1250 40 watt 64 channel radio – $11,160.00 

                                                                                 18 External CDM speakers - $594.00 

1 Reprogram 50 existing portable radios and remove existing mobiles 

                                                 reinstall new, and set new repeaters complete - $3,000.00 

                                          2 FCC license modifications with “License Guard” - $770.00 

                  

                                                                                                          TOTAL $29,804.00 

 

 

Snyder Radio Service, Inc 2 MRT3000 100 Watt continuous duty repeater with duplexer and 

                                                                                                        Garden City, KS cabinet - $18,080.00 

                                       8 CDM1250 40 watt 64 channel UHF mobiles with alpha display – $11,520.00 

                         18 External speakers for the CDM1250 mobiles1 Reprogram 50 existing  

portables to narrowband remove existing mobiles, reinstall new mobiles, and set new 

                                                                     repeater. Includes labor, mileage and travel time - $2,005.00 

2 EMS and Sheriff FCC license modification for narrowband compliancy through Atlas 

 License Company. Fee includes “License Guard” which allows Atlas License Company to  

send renewal notice to you several months in advance of impending FCC License expiration - $760.00  

 

                                                                                                                                     TOTAL $33,220.00 

 

 

                        Mobile Radio Service, Inc 18 CDM1250 UHF 40 watt 64 channel mobile.       

                                                               With Alpha display - Great Bend, KS- $10,685.52 

                                                                                            18 External speakers for CDM 250 - $684.00  

                                  2 MRT 3000 UHF100 watt continuous duty Repeater with Duplexer - $14,900.00 

                                                                                                     1 30” Cabinet for MTR 3000 – $322.92 

                                                                      4 Nmale to Nmale cables for repeater to duplexer - $50.00 

                 1 Labor to tune duplexer, program, optimize, installation, and remove old repeater 

                                  program 50 portables to narrowband. Mileage/travel/hotel/ and meals - $3,211.00 

 1 installation of CDM Radios and external speaker, remove old radio (using existing coax 

 and antenna) Programming/narrow narrow banding same template for 18 new radios. Mileage 

             and travel time for two technicians to come and do installs will take approx 3 days - $3,546.00 

2 Mobile Radio Service will do the paper work to correct licenses to accurate change of  

               power and narrow banding and add any missing documentation required by the fcc - $500.00 

                                         2 Customer can avoid this charge by using fee calendar by outlook - $180.00 

 

                                                                                                                                   TOTAL $34,079.44 

 



Gary moved to accept the low bid from G & G Electronics, Guymon, OK for18 radios for the EMS service at a 

cost of $29,804.00. 

 

Mike informed the Commissioners that the County fire truck was responsible for the fire at Cave, NE of 

Moscow. Everything is being sent to the County’s insurance company. 

 

Mike asked the Commissioners to call into the Legislature to get SB216 passed through. 

 

Dave talked to Kim Harper, President of the Airport Board about a financial dealing with another board 

member. A concerned citizen expressed his opinion on the matter by publishing a letter to the editor in the 

Hugoton Hermes. 

 

The Airport Board voted to buy a used loader from one of the Airport Board members when the member was not 

at the meeting.  

 

Jim moved to have Bob Johnson send letters to all the head person of all the Stevens County Boards to follow the 

Counties policy for purchasing items over $10,000.00 by taking bids. 

 

Ted Heaton checked in on behalf of the Sheriff’s Department. 

 

Guy Rowden brought in a quote for a battery operated/bag less sweeper for the Memorial Hall at a cost of 

$1,975.22 from Massco of Wichita, KS. 

 

Gary moved to allow Guy to purchase the battery operated/bag less sweeper for the Memorial Hall at a cost of 

$1,975.22. Jim seconded. Motion carried. 

 

Guy explained the AC problems on the basement floor and the boiler situation for the courthouse. 

 

Pete Earles came in with a plat for the Stevens County Industrial Park development on land east of town. Greg 

Morris and Neal Gillespie were present also.  

 

Pete explained Phase 1 of the plat which includes sewer, water and the frontage road across the  

South end of the property (S/2 SE 15-33-37).  

 

Gary moved to continue forward with Phase 1 of the Stevens County Industrial Park plat. Jim seconded. Motion 

carried. 

 

Lizann Shugart with Great Plains Gas Compression Inc came in to discuss the public hearing on the tax 

exemption of Great Plains Gas Compression Inc.  

 

The Commissioners agreed to move forward with the public hearing on the tax exemption of Great Plains Gas 

Compression Inc to be on May 2, 2011. 

 

Bob will take care of the publication for this public hearing. 

 

Neal Gillespie came in to discuss neighborhood revitalization. 

 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk              ________________________________  

                                                                                Dave Bozone, Chairman  

 

 

BOARD OF CANVASSERS MEETING 

APRIL 8, 2011 

 

The Board of Canvassers met at 7:30am to canvass the votes from the April 5, 2011, General Election. Present 

were Dave Bozone, Jim Bell, and Pam Bensel, County Clerk.  

 

There were 23 Provisional Ballots, 19 were counted and 4 were not counted because these people had not 

registered before. These ballots did not change the outcome of the election of the first count.  

 

Dave moved to appoint Shelly Kurt as the Library Board Member to replace Laura Hull, as of April 11, 2011. Jim 

seconded. 

 



By motion the Board adjourned. 

 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk              ________________________________  

                                                                                Dave Bozone, Chairman  

 

 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

APRIL 18, 2011 

 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with all members present. Also present were Bob 

Johnson, County Counselor, Pam Bensel, County Clerk and RoGlenda Coulter, Hugoton Hermes. Dave Bozone 

called the meeting to order. Dave moved to approve the minutes of the last meeting. Jim seconded. Motion 

carried. Jim moved to approve the county vouchers. Dave seconded. Motion carried. The clerk was instructed to 

draw warrants on the Treasurer chargeable to the various funds of the county for the following amounts: 

 

General…………………………….………..47,231.06 

 

Road & Bridge…………………...................24,778.93 

 

Building…………………….……..…...…...90,292.97 

 

Noxious Weed……………………….....….…..267.03 

 

Noxious Weed Equip……………………..……644.60 

 

Diversion………………………………..……3,313.34 

 

Community Health…………….….…...…......1,841.67 

 

Employee’s P/R Misc W/H…………….........….69.92 

 

Dave moved to go into executive session for attorney/client for 10 minutes from 8:50am to 9:00am with County 

Counselor, Robert Johnson present. Jim seconded. Motion carried. Meeting reconvened at 9:00am. 

 

Mike Schechter stopped in to invite the Commissioners to a lunch/meeting for the LEPC meeting, Thursday, 

April 28, 2011 at 11:30am at the Fire Station. 

 

J C Cantrell came in to inform the Commissioners of Jerry Stuckey calling him to have the Road and Bridge 

Department help clean up his property that burned. Bob Johnson suggested Jerry Stuckey put in writing what he 

wants the County to help with and send it to the County’s insurance company so the County can be released from 

liability, should it assist. 

 

J C brought in the 2012 Road and Bridge proposed budget for $4,112,500.00. 

 

Tony McBride came in to with change order #3 in the amount of $14,557.00 for revisions on the Pioneer Manor 

project. 

 

Gary moved to approve change order #3 in the amount of $14,557.00 for the Pioneer Manor. Jim 

seconded. Motion carried. 

 

Ben McClure came in to have his name on the list for consideration to lease the County’s property - SE 3-33-37 

and NE 10-33-37. 

 

Chris Steincamp came in to talk about bringing contaminated soils into the landfill. Also present were Greg and 

Sheryl Morris, Gene Leonard and Danny Skinner. Chris presented information from KDHE on the situation. He is 

asking the Commissioners to reconsider allowing the disposal of the special waste products into the 

landfill. There were no changes made in the policy. 

 

Gene Leonard says that oil, salt water and scrap jobs waste can be taken to Seward County or Finney County 

because they have liners in the landfill pits. 

 

Commissioners asked Greg Morris and Gene Leonard if they had any thoughts and concerns. They each 

expressed their concerns. 

 

Bob Johnson is working on covenants for the property South of town-Pioneer Addition-SW 21-33-37- and East of 



town-Stevens County Industrial Park-SE 15-33-37.  

 

Tom Robb explained the progress of the Abengoa project. 

 

The Commissioners discussed the railroad situation. 

 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk              ________________________________  

                                                                                Dave Bozone, Chairman  

 

 

 

 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

MAY 2, 2011 

 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with all members present. Also present were Bob 

Johnson, County Counselor, Pam Bensel, County Clerk and RoGlenda Coulter, Hugoton Hermes. Dave Bozone 

called the meeting to order. Jim moved to approve the minutes of the last meeting. Gary seconded. Motion 

carried. Dave moved to approve the county vouchers. Gary seconded. Motion carried. The clerk was instructed to 

draw warrants on the Treasurer chargeable to the various funds of the county for the following amounts: 

 

 

General…………………………….……….246,049.07 

 

Road & Bridge…………………..................200,803.06 

 

Airport……………………………………..….5,187.00 

 

Building…………………….……..…...…...522,767.72 

 

Noxious Weed……………………….......…..11,472.46 

 

Alcoholic Treatment………………………...…..237.50 

 

Community Health…………….….…............37,357.40 

 

Employee’s P/R Misc W/H……………………....69.92 

 

Airport Grants……………………………...320,468.22 

 

 

Dave moved to go into executive session for non elected personnel for 10 minutes from 8:40am to 8:50am with J 

C Cantrell and County Counselor, Robert Johnson present. Gary seconded. Motion carried. Meeting reconvened 

at 8:50am. 

 

Sherri Martin presented the 2012 Soil Conservation budget in the amount of $32,020.00. 

 

Sherri informed the Commissioners of possible changes to the Conservation program for July, 2011. 

 

Dave moved to go into executive session for possible litigation and attorney/client for 10 minutes from 9:25am to 

9:35am with County Counselor, Robert Johnson present. Jim seconded. Motion carried. Meeting reconvened at 

9:35am. 

 

Jan Leonard came in to discuss the streetscape program for a hike/bike trail, safe routes to school and the 

underground lighting system for the courthouse. Jan explained what route/sidewalks in town they are planning on 

using for the safe route to school for kids to walk or ride their bikes. He informed the Commissioners about a 

grant that is being pursued for this project. 

 

Jan discussed the hike/bike recreational trail and what possible grant monies are available. 

 

Jan explained that when the City of Hugoton replaces the sidewalk in front of the Courthouse and Memorial Hall 

the lighting for the light poles could be replaced at that time. He informed them that the City could get new light 

poles to match the rest of the streetscape project and the Veterans Memorial.  



 

Jan asked for a letter of support from the County Commissioners at this time to continue with phase 1 of the 

project. 

 

Gary moved to offer a letter of support to Jan Leonard/City of Hugoton for the continuing of phase 1 of the 

streetscape project. Dave seconded. Motion carried. 

 

Dave Bozone opened the Public Hearing at 10:00am for a tax abatement exemption for Great Plains Gas 

Compression. Present were Neal Gillespie, Lizann Shugart and Keith Bell.  

 

Dave opened the floor for comment. Keith Bell asked why the County is giving tax abatement exemptions then 

raising his property taxes. 

 

Lizann explained what Great Plains Gas Compression has done for the County.  

 

Neal explained about the valuation and why the spike in taxes. He explained the process of the cost analysis. He 

explained the abatement was an incentive to get business’s to come into Stevens County which in return allows 

more jobs, more money coming into the community, increase of school kids and many other positive outcomes. 

 

With no further comments, Dave closed the hearing at 10:10am. 

 

Gary moved to grant the tax abatement exemption request for Great Plains Gas Compression with Resolution 11-

05. Jim seconded. Motion carried. 

 

Nancy Honig and Josh Morris presented the 2012 4-H budget in the amount of $13,500.00 and 2012 Extension 

Council budget in the amount of $150,000.00. 

 

Nancy voiced some concerns about plumbing issues at the Extension building. The Commissioners felt she would 

need to talk to Dean Banker with the City of Hugoton. 

 

Dave Bozone informed the other Commissioners that he received a letter from Doris Morris asking to dismiss the 

retirement cottages she had planned to be built at the South end of town next to the new Pioneer Manor. 

 

The Commissioners and Bob Johnson discussed the covenants and restrictions for the Pioneer Addition. Bob will 

get together the covenants for the Commissioners to go over. 

 

Ashley Fiss brought in a cost estimate of $126,000.00 for the landscaping at the new Pioneer Manor. 

 

Ashley presented a drawing with a cost estimate for the renovation of the old Pioneer Manor.  

 

Ashley informed the Commissioners that Paula would like to keep the gazebo if possible and putting parking in 

the demolished area. Ashley said the cost estimate would change. 

 

Ashley presented a contract for her services with a fee not exceed $5,000.00 for the landscape at the new Pioneer 

Manor. 

 

Gary moved to accept the contract for services from Fiss Architect not to exceed $5,000.00. Jim 

seconded. Motion carried. 

 

Ashley gave a progress report on the new Pioneer Manor. 

 

Linda Stalcup, Celain Baker and Rachel Crane came in with a quote for $360,400.00 from Direct Supply for all 

furnishings, artwork and blinds for the new Pioneer Manor. They asked if the County could help with the 

expenses. 

 

By motion the Board adjourned.  

 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk              ________________________________  

                                                                                Dave Bozone, Chairman  

 

 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

MAY 16, 2011 

 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with all members present. Also present were Bob 



Johnson, County Counselor, Pam Bensel, County Clerk and RoGlenda Coulter, Hugoton Hermes. Dave Bozone 

called the meeting to order. Jim moved to approve the minutes of the last meeting. Gary seconded. Motion 

carried. Dave moved to approve the county vouchers. Jim seconded. Motion carried. The clerk was instructed to 

draw warrants on the Treasurer chargeable to the various funds of the county for the following amounts: 

 

General……………………………..……….36,380.14 

 

Road & Bridge………………….................126,051.20 

 

Building…………………….……..….....…...6,507.28 

 

Noxious Weed……………………….......…..4,083.51 

 

Diversion………………………………..……..372.50 

 

Community Health…………….….…............4,309.49 

 

Fire Bequest……………………………………..53.00 

 

Airport Grants………………………………18,711.40 

 

Wekando……………………………………..3,750.00 

 

Employee’s P/R Misc W/H……………..……....34.96 

 

Gary reported on the WEKANDO meeting at Ulysses. The railroad representatives said they are ready to start 

repairs on the bridges that were destroyed in the fire in April. They are working on grants to help with the 

expenses. 

 

Ted Heaton presented the 2012 Sheriff budget in the amount of $1,595,459.06. 

 

Gene Leonard presented the 2012 Solid Waste budget in the amount of $303,085.00, 2012 Noxious Weed budget 

in the amount of $262,943.00 and 2012 Rodent Control budget in the amount of $1,700.00. 

 

Gary moved to waive the tipping fee on concrete brought into the Stevens County landfill from the Jerry Stuckey 

home site if his insurance company does not cover this cost. Dave seconded. Motion carried. 

 

J C Cantrell informed the Commissioners that Road 11 had been finished except for the dirt work on the 

shoulders. The Road Department will start working on Road Q – truck by pass, next. 

 

J C informed the Commissioners that Millie Heger asked if the Road Department could bring some dirt to the 

race track for the pit area.  

 

Commissioners decided since there are businesses in town that do this type of work, it would be best if the 

County does not participate in this matter. 

 

Richard Claggett called J C and asked if the Road Department would gravel a non-opened section line off of 

Road 13. Then Brandon Kolb called and asked if the Road Department would asphalt it instead. 

 

The Commissioners decided not to do anything with the non-opened section line. 

 

Pat LeClerc came in to discuss long term care insurance for the employees. The County pays for the first 

$1,000.00 for a 3 year duration at a cost of $893.20 a month and if the employee wants more they can purchase 

the additional for them self and pay the additional amount. 

 

Jim moved to adopt the long term care plan for the County to pay for the first $1,000.00 for 3 years for 85 

employees at a cost of $893.20 a month. Gary seconded. Motion carried. 

 

David Lunzmann with Lewis, Hooper and Dick of Garden City and Eric Smith from Omaha, NE with TASC 

(Total Administrative Service Corporation) came in to talk about a 125 Cafeteria Plan program for Stevens 

County employees. 

 

Eric explained the benefits of the plan and how it works. TASC would take care of all the financial aspects and 

expenditures for the plan. The set up fee is $550.00 with an annual fee of $5.25 per employee per month. The 

plan start July 1, 2011 thru December 31, 2011, then changes January thru December for each year. 



 

Gary moved to accept the proposal from Eric Smith with TASC for the 125 Cafeteria Plan program at a cost for a 

set up fee $500.00 with an annual fee of $5.25 per employee per month. Jim seconded. Motion carried. 

 

Kim Harper presented the 2012 Airport budget in the amount of $393,260.00. 

 

Robert Rich presented the 2012 Wellness Center budget in the amount of $136,275.33 and the 2012 Community 

Service budget in the amount of $17,350.64. 

 

Maria Gonzales came in to discuss her son getting his hours finished up with Community Service. She asked if 

there were other places that he could get his hours in besides through Community Service.  

 

Bob suggested asking Ted Heaton if he had jobs for her son but the jobs will be overseen by Robert Rich. 

 

Mark Hinde and Verleen Hancock with Southwest Developmental Services, Inc from Garden City presented the 

2012 budget in the amount of $36,821.00. 

 

Deanna Berry and Jill Reagle with Russell Childhood Development Center from Garden City presented the 2012 

budget in the amount of $24,500.00. 

 

Mark Kliewer, attorney representing United Prairie Ag, came in to discuss street signs when elevators are loading 

unit trains. Also present were Robert Ward, CEO of UPA and J C Cantrell, Stevens County Road Supervisor. 

City of Hugoton asked to have the signs changed. 

 

Mark explained that KDOT would take care of putting out the necessary signs if everyone is in agreement. 

 

Dave moved to adopt Resolution 11-06 authorizing KDOT to put up signage for the temporary closures of 

through streets when elevators are loading unit trains. Jim seconded. Motion carried. 

 

Mike Schechter brought in a resolution for a firework ban for 2011 for Stevens County. He said Hugoton City 

and Moscow City were in agreement. 

 

Gary moved to accept Resolution 11-04 for a firework ban for the year 2011 for Stevens County including the 

cities of Hugoton and Moscow. Jim seconded. Motion carried. 

 

Mike presented the 2012 Fire budget in the amount of $157,500.00, 2012 EMS budget in the amount of 

$169,000.00 and 2012 Emergency Preparedness/Civil Defense budget in the amount of $2,500.00. 

 

Larry Sharp with KCAMP came in to present Stevens County’s 2010 annual report. 

 

The Commissioners asked the Senior Citizens Board to come in and talk about the possibility of moving the 

Senior Citizens Center to the old Pioneer Manor. Marilyn Holcomb, Karen Rich, Todd Gayer, Sharon Parsons 

and Barbara Beeks with the Senior Citizens Board and other concerned citizens were June Trentham, Ronnie 

Rich, Wendell Swinney, Loretta Woodworth, Nancy Honig, Steve and Lucinda Perry.  

 

Dave explained the reasons the Commissioners thought the Senior Citizens would enjoy having the South end of 

the old Pioneer Manor as their Senior Center.  

 

Dave asked for comments from the Board and the other citizens. Karen Rich felt it was too far for some of the 

elderly people to walk to or the ones in motorized wheel chairs to go. Some use that time to do their down town 

shopping. 

 

Linda Stalcup, Dave Piper and Rachel Crane came to inform the Commissioners of the financial status for the 

Hospital and Pioneer Manor.  

 

Tony McBride came with change orders in the amount of $53,700.67 for the Pioneer Manor.  

 

Gary moved to accept the change order revisions in the amount of $53,700.67 for the Pioneer Manor with the 

exclusion of #6. Jim seconded. Motion carried. 

 

Paula Rowden presented the 2012 Stevens County Community Health budget in the amount of $508,100.00 

 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk ________________________________ Dave Bozone, Chairman  



 

 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

JUNE 6, 2011 

 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with all members present. Also present were Bob 

Johnson, County Counselor, Pam Bensel, County Clerk and RoGlenda Coulter, Hugoton Hermes. Dave Bozone 

called the meeting to order. Jim moved to approve the minutes of the last meeting. Dave seconded. Motion 

carried. Gary moved to approve the county vouchers. Jim seconded. Motion carried. The clerk was instructed to 

draw warrants on the Treasurer chargeable to the various funds of the county for the following amounts: 

 

General……………………………..…….….215,635.21 

 

Road & Bridge…………………...................565,934.90 

 

Airport………………………………..………..4,987.00 

 

Building…………………….……..…....…...551,827.40 

 

Employees Benefit………………………………893.20 

 

Noxious Weed………………………........…..25,132.60 

 

Noxious Weed Equip……………………………305.46 

 

Alcoholic Treatment…………………….……….237.50 

 

Diversion……………………………....…..……..307.50 

 

Insurance Agency Damages………...….………3,056.76 

 

Community Health…………….….…..............24,677.15 

 

Fire Bequest…………………………..………..2,744.03 

 

Airport Grants…………………………...……12,024.19 

 

Employee’s P/R Misc W/H……………...……....217.74 

 

Ted Heaton and Alvin Riley presented bids on two 2011 pickups for the Sheriff Department. 

 

    2011 Chevrolet Silverado 4X4 Ext Cab 32,751.86 

                                          3% Dealer Profit 1,051.65 

                    Add for front Grille Guard Black 550.00 

                            Less GM Bid Assistance - 5,700.00  

Less trade in on a 2009 Chev Ext Cab 4X4 -13,500.00 

 

                                                           Total $15,153.51 

 

 

 

2011 Chevrolet Silverado Crew Cab 4X4 $35,391.36 

                                           3% Dealer Profit 1,143.45 

                            Less GM Bid Assistance - 7,000.00 

Less trade in on a 2009 Chev Ext Cab 4X4 -13,500.00 

 

                                                           Total $16,034.51 

 

         (Riley Chevrolet made a mistake: it should be $16,034.81 instead of $16,034.51, they left it .51) 

 

Dave moved to allow Ted to trade 2-2009 Chev Ext Cab 4X4 PU for 1-2011 Chev Silverado 4X4 Ext Cab cost of 

$15,153.51and 1-2011 Chev Silverado Crew Cab 4X4 cost of $16,034.51. Gary seconded. Motion carried. 

 

Commissioners discussed redistricting with Susan Schulte and Bob Johnson. Bob has communicated with the 

attorney at Secretary of State office and he is suppose to be getting information to Bob on how the last two 



counties in Kansas redistricted. Commissioners said they want to proceed. 

 

Jim moved to go into executive session for possible litigation for 10 minutes from 9:15am to 9:25am with County 

Counselor, Robert Johnson present. Gary seconded. Motion carried. Meeting reconvened at 9:25am. 

 

J C Cantrell reported on the road improvement progress. Commissioners asked if J C’s crew could pick up 

branches at Russell Lake. J C said it would be next week but they could do it. 

 

Ted Heaton came in for the Sheriff sale for address 215 S Monroe being Lot 4 and N/2 Lot 5 Block 16 of 

Hugoton City. The successful bidder was Tom Oder in the amount of $4,309.89. 

 

Jim Karlan, Dr Leslie Bissell and Opal Hall came in to present the 2012 Southwest Guidance Center budget in the 

amount of $47,277.00. Dr Bissell will be taking Jim Karlan’s position when he retires. 

 

The Commissioners discussed exchanging land with Pelajo Properties.  

 

Gary moved to allow Bob to draw up a contract with Pelajo Properties for property exchange of NE 24-33-38 for 

NE 10-33-37. Jim seconded. Motion carried. 

 

David Fyler with Western KS Child Advocacy Center of Scott City, KS came in to ask for help with funding for 

the 2012 budget year.  

 

Eunice Schroeder, Charlotte Veatch and Bob Eyestone presented the 2012 Library budget in the amount of 

$428,372.00 and Employee Benefits $75,655.54 totally $504,027.54. 

 

Tony Martin presented the 2012 Fair budget in the amount of $124,250.00. 

 

Neal Gillespie presented the 2012 Economic Development budget in the amount of $109,107.14. 

 

Neal Gillespie informed the Commissioners that Patty Bultman with Peace House Ministries would like to use the 

old Pioneer Manor as housing for the girls in the Peace House Ministries program.  

 

Neal also discussed the Interfaith Housing Project through Economic Development which is funded with 

government grants and church funded. 

 

Gary mentioned the Hospital is thinking of doing a daycare and possibly using the old Pioneer Manor for this 

program. 

 

Gary moved to amend the motion on March 21, 2011 for the Hugoton City to annex property at the new Pioneer 

Manor property. 

 

Gary moved to approve Hugoton City to annex property in the Pioneer Addition into the city limits. The property 

being annexed is Block 1-3, 7-10, 14-21. Dave seconded. Motion carried. 

 

Dave moved to go into executive session for non elected personnel for 10 minutes from 2:10pm to 2:20pm with 

County Counselor, Robert Johnson present. Gary seconded. Motion carried. Meeting reconvened at 2:20pm. 

 

Darlene Harper came in to ask if the Fulkerson family could put a picture of John Fulkerson up on the 3rd floor of 

the Stevens county Courthouse. He was Clerk of the District Court for 50 years.  

 

Dave moved to allow the Fulkerson family to put a picture of John Fulkerson on the 3rd floor of the Stevens 

County Courthouse. Jim seconded. Motion carried. 

 

Stanley McGill and Gladys Renfro presented the 2012 Historical budget in the amount of $97,000.00. 

 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk              ________________________________  

                                                                                Dave Bozone, Chairman  

 

 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

JUNE 20, 2011 

 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with all members present. Also present were Bob 



Johnson, County Counselor, Pam Bensel, County Clerk and RoGlenda Coulter, Hugoton Hermes. Dave Bozone 

called the meeting to order. Dave moved to approve the minutes of the last meeting. Jim seconded. Motion 

carried. Gary moved to approve the county vouchers. Jim seconded. Motion carried. The clerk was instructed to 

draw warrants on the Treasurer chargeable to the various funds of the county for the following amounts: 

 

 

General……………………………..…….….57,794.82 

 

Road & Bridge…………………..................410,485.28 

 

Building…………………….……..…....…....12,687.38 

 

Noxious Weed………………………............…..157.96 

 

Community Health…………….….…..............1,696.23 

 

Fire Bequest…………………………………..1,000.00 

 

Dave moved to go into executive session for land acquisition and possible litigation for 10 minutes from 8:55am 

to 9:05am with County Counselor, Robert Johnson present. Jim seconded. Motion carried. Meeting reconvened at 

9:05am. 

 

J C Cantrell brought in two bids from Berry Tractor and Equipment Co to buy 3 belly dump trailers. 

 

Berry Tractor ranco belly dump trailer $36,910.00 x 3 = $110,730.00 

               

Trade in 3 ranco belly dump trailer 14,500.00 

                                                       14,500.00 

                                                       12,000.00 

 

                Difference of 3 trailers $69,730.00 

 

 

 

Berry Tractor dakota belly dump trailer $36,910.00 x 3 = $110,730.00 

 

Trade in 3 ranco belly dump trailer 14,500.00 

                                                       14,500.00 

                                                       12,000.00 

           

                  Difference of 3 trailers $69,730.00 

 

Gary moved to trade 3 used ranco belly dump trailers in for 3 new ranco belly dump trailers from Berry Tractor 

and Equipment Co for a cost of $69,730.00. Dave seconded. Jim voted no. Motion carried. 

 

Linda Stalcup presented the 2012 Hospital/PM budget in the amount of $2,100,000.00. 

 

Ted Heaton stopped in to update the Commissioners on the Sheriff’s department. 

 

Neal Gillespie came in to explain a letter has to be presented to the state for the Strategic Plan. Bob is working on 

the letter. 

 

Patty Bultman, Patty Lahey and Shelly Kurt with Peace House Ministries a project for homeless women and 

children, came in to ask about using the old Pioneer Manor facility as a home for the women. They are trying to 

keep the girls together as a family group and it includes Stevens, Grant and Morton counties. They are trying to 

teach them life skills such as money management, cooking, child rearing, etc. Patty Bultman asked about leasing 

the building for 1 year. Dave suggested talking to Ashley Fiss on details of the building to see if it would work for 

them.  

 

Pat LeClerc came in to present the savings for the County by switching the health and dental plan to the State BC-

BS plan. 

 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk              ________________________________  



                                                                                Dave Bozone, Chairman  

 

 

 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

JULY 6, 2011 

 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with all members present. Also present were Bob 

Johnson, County Counselor, Pam Bensel, County Clerk and RoGlenda Coulter, Hugoton Hermes. Dave Bozone 

called the meeting to order. Dave moved to approve the minutes of the last meeting. Jim seconded. Motion 

carried. Gary moved to approve the county vouchers. Jim seconded. Motion carried. The clerk was instructed to 

draw warrants on the Treasurer chargeable to the various funds of the county for the following amounts: 

 

General……………………………...…….….453,135.89 

 

Road & Bridge………………….....................155,353.41 

 

Fair………………………………….……..…..59,587.50 

 

Airport………………………………….…..…62,827.00 

 

Services for Elderly…………………………...94,411.50 

 

Building…………………….……..…....…....343,108.10 

 

Employees Benefit……………………………19,000.00 

 

Noxious Weed………………………..........….16,527.14 

 

Library……………………………………….104,725.50 

 

Hospital Maint……………………………….950,000.00 

 

Highway Improvement…………………..…..294,103.45 

 

Insurance Agency……………………………118,529.00 

 

Alcoholic Treatment………………………….…..237.50 

 

Diversion………………………………………….358.24 

 

Wellness Center Bequest………...……………19,891.58 

 

Community Health…………….…..…..............29,606.85 

 

Airport Grants…………………………………93,145.35 

 

Emp P/R Misc W/H………………...…………….504.00 

 

Guy Rowden came in to discuss the pilot lights on the gas stove in Memorial Hall. The Commissioners said to 

check into the cost of electronic pilot lights and report at the next meeting.  

 

Jim moved to adopt Resolution 07-2011 Solid Waste Management Plan. Gary seconded. Motion carried. 

 

Commissioners received a letter from Effie Gaskill explaining why she chose not to be a provider for Delta 

Dental insurance. 

 

Dave moved to go into executive session for non elected personnel and pending litigation for 20 minutes from 

9:05am to 9:29am with County Counselor, Robert Johnson present. Jim seconded. Motion carried. Meeting 

reconvened at 9:29am. 

 

J C Cantrell updated Commissioners on Road & Bridge Department projects. 

 

J C asked if the Department could asphalt Cemetery Road from Highway 51 to First Street and put a 2 ½” lift and 

widen the road to 25’. The Commissioners were in agreement with this request. 



 

Bob Johnson informed the Commissioners on the redistricting which makes each Commissioner district equal 

pursuant to State Law. 

 

Gary moved to adopt the new Commissioner Redistricting map previously presented by Susan Schulte. Jim 

seconded. Motion carried.  

 

Patty Bultman and Patty Lahey informed the Commissioners about the State requirements for updating the old 

Pioneer Manor for the use of housing and a daycare facility. 

 

Patty Bultman informed the Commissioners that Linda Stalcup was interested in the daycare facility for the 

children of the Hospital employees. 

 

Patty Bultman said the sprinkler system will be required by State law. 

 

Tom Fuhrmann, County Appraiser gave an update on the production of oil & gas in Stevens County and the 2011 

county valuation being $294,359,898.  

 

Jan Leonard came in to inform the Commissioners of the safe routes to school and the hike/bike trail. He 

explained about the grants and what percent the City, School and County would pay. 

 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk ___________________________ Dave Bozone, Chairman  

 

 

 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

JULY 7, 2011 

 

A special meeting was called with the auditors at 8:00am on July 7, 2011 for an audit and budget 

presentation. Commissioner Dave Bozone, Gary Baker and Jim Bell were present. Also present was Pam Bensel, 

County Clerk.  

 

Theresa Dasenbrock and Charles Claar with Lewis, Hooper and Dick of Garden City explained the 2010 County 

audit and reviewed the 2012 County budgets with the Commissioners.  

 

The Commissioners had J C Cantrell come in to discuss the 2012 Road and Bridge budget. 

 

The Commissioners had Ted Heaton come in to discuss the 2012 Sheriff budget. 

 

The Commissioners had Kim Harper come in to discuss the 2012 Airport budget. 

 

Gary moved to adopt Resolution 2011-08 expressing the property taxation policy with respect to financing the 

2012 annual budget. Jim seconded. Motion carried. 

 

Dave moved to have the budget hearing on August 1, 2011 at 9:00am during the Commissioners regular 

meeting. Gary seconded. Motion carried. 

 

Jim moved to give a 3% cola raise across the board. Part time employees will be to the discretion of the 

Department heads. Gary seconded. Motion carried. 

 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk ___________________________ Dave Bozone, Chairman  

 

 

 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

JULY 12, 2011 

 

Dave Bozone called a special meeting on July 12, 2011 to go look at the drainage situation at the Pioneer 

Manor. Members present were Dave Bozone and Jim Bell. Also present was Pam Bensel, County 

Clerk. Chairman Dave Bozone asked everyone to meet at McBride’s trailer at the site.  

 



Richie Sherer, Tony McBride and Dwayne West showed everyone the progress on the building. Richie showed 

the Commissioners the drainage situation in the courtyards. They discussed what could be done to help keep the 

water away from the building. No decision was made at this time. There will be further discussion at the next 

Commissioners meeting on July 18, 2011.  

 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk ____________________________ Dave Bozone, Chairman 

 

 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

JULY 18, 2011 

 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with all members present. Also present were Bob 

Johnson, County Counselor, Pam Bensel, County Clerk and RoGlenda Coulter, Hugoton Hermes. Dave Bozone 

called the meeting to order. Dave moved to approve the minutes of the last meeting. Jim seconded. Motion 

carried. Jim moved to approve the county vouchers. Gary seconded. Motion carried. The clerk was instructed to 

draw warrants on the Treasurer chargeable to the various funds of the county for the following amounts: 

 

General……………………………..…….….38,821.98 

 

Road & Bridge…………………....................12,008.61 

 

Building…………………….……..….....……....361.39 

 

Noxious Weed……………………….............….259.79 

 

Community Health…………….…..….............3,954.41 

 

Fire Bequest……………………………..….…..357.65 

 

Employee’s P/R Misc W/H……………….….…..35.01 

 

Dave explained the drainage situation in the courtyard at the Pioneer Manor. The landscaping in the courtyard 

needs built up around the building to allow the water running off the roof to flow to the drainage area. 

 

J C Cantrell discussed the water flooding the road from a sprinkler at intersection of Road 6 and Road K. Bob 

will contact the owner of the sprinkler to shut the water down some in order to keep it off the road. 

 

A worker for a gas company asked if the county could grade a road that had been blown shut from sand. 

 

Gary moved to go into executive session for possible litigation for 20 minutes from 8:55am to 9:15am with 

County Counselor, Robert Johnson present. Jim seconded. Motion carried. Meeting reconvened at 9:15am. 

 

Rick Wolters came in to express his appreciation for the County allowing Wolters Construction to receive the bid 

on the Hospital roofing project. 

 

Ted Heaton came in to update the Commissioners on the Sheriff’s Department. The prisoner count in down at this 

time but the out of county prisoners are in the process of getting ready to come to Stevens County. 

 

Tony Martin asked if the Fair Board is included in the County’s Workman’s Comp insurance.  

 

Pam Bensel was asked to call KCAMP and KWORCC to find out if the Fair Board is included in the WC 

insurance. 

 

Tony Martin came to discuss the Hike/Bike trail. He had some concerns on the part running by the Fair grounds. 

He asked if there were legal issues that needed to be addressed such as easements on the fairground property. 

 

Jan Leonard came in to discuss the Hike/Bike trail. The 80/20 grant needs to be in by the first of August so Jan 

asked if the County is willing to help fund the 20% of the grant, surveying fee and engineering fee for the 

Hike/Bike trail. The 20% amount for the grant is $85,000.00; this will be split between the City of Hugoton and 

Stevens County being $42,500.00 each.  

 

Jan presented a map showing the route for the trail. The map showed the route going on fairgrounds property. The 

decision was to use the present sidewalk at the fairgrounds and the City of Hugoton will maintain it. The trail will 



tie in with the safe routes to school project.  

 

Gary moved to agree to pay up to $42,500.00 for the Hike/Bike trail if the grant for the Safe Routes to School is 

accepted and contingent to the approval of the Fair Board for use of the sidewalk on the fairgrounds. Dave 

seconded. Jim voted no. Motion Carried. 

 

Tony McBride gave an update on the progress of the Pioneer Manor. The project is approximately 80% 

finalized. There are 39 people working on the project at this time. 

 

Tony talked about the landscaping for the courtyards. Commissioners suggested talking to Ashley Fiss and Linda 

Stalcup. 

 

Gary discussed a new program for the people on diversion to get their Community Service hours worked out. The 

new program would allow the individuals to contact a participant of the program to work out their hours on their 

own. Jim seconded. Motion carried. 

 

As of July 18, 2011, Robert Rich will no longer serve as the Community Service officer. 

 

Gary moved to start the new program and let the individuals on community service work out their own hours. 

 

Jim discussed the fire truck at Moscow. The fire department at Moscow asked Mike for more fire hoses and Mike 

made the decision to not buy more hoses. Jim will talk to Mike about the situation. 

 

Gary asked about the furnishings at the new Pioneer Manor. He asked if the County is going to help with the cost 

of the furnishings. No decision was made. 

 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk              ________________________________  

                                                                                Dave Bozone, Chairman  

 

 

 

 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

AUGUST 1, 2011 

 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with Dave Bozone and Gary Baker present. Also 

present were Bob Johnson, County Counselor, Pam Bensel, County Clerk and RoGlenda Coulter, Hugoton 

Hermes. Dave Bozone called the meeting to order. Gary moved to approve the minutes of the last meeting. Dave 

seconded. Motion carried. Gary moved to approve the county vouchers. Dave seconded. Motion carried. The 

clerk was instructed to draw warrants on the Treasurer chargeable to the various funds of the county for the 

following amounts: 

 

General............................................................................. 228,941.64 

 

Road & Bridge................................................................ 215,678.53 

 

Airport................................................................................. 5,187.00 

 

Building............................................................................... 2,979.32 

 

Noxious Weed................................................................... 24,189.23 

 

Alcoholic Treatment............................................................... 237.50 

 

Diversion…………………………………………………...4,566.58 

 

Community Health............................................................ 28,372.35 

 

Employee’s P/R Misc W/H....................................................... 66.31 

 

Dave declared the Stevens County 2012 Budget hearing open at 9:00 a.m. After no response, Dave declared the 

hearing closed at 9:10 a.m.  

 



Gary moved to approve the 2012 Stevens County Budget. Dave seconded. Motion carried. 

 

Theresa Dasenbrock with Lewis Hooper and Dick LLC explained the “letter of engagement” for the county’s 

audit and single audit costs. Dave moved to accept the letter. Gary seconded. 

 

JC Cantrell came in to discuss his plans for next year’s road projects. 

 

Mike Schechter presented a job description for the Emergency Services Coordinator position which will become 

available when he retires. The job opening will be published until August 22, 2011, for applicants. 

 

Dave moved to go into executive session for non-elected personnel for 10 minutes from 9:55am to 10:05am with 

County Counselor, Robert Johnson present. Gary seconded. Motion carried. Meeting reconvened at 10:05am. 

 

Sheriff Ted Heaton came in to report on his department. 

 

Bob Wetmore with Great Plains Development, Dodge City, explained the projects, loans and grants available 

through Great Plains Developments list of programs. The membership dues for Great Plains development for 

2011 are $1,025.00.  

 

Gary moved to pay the membership dues. Dave seconded. Motion carried. 

 

Roger Lynch came in to ask if fire ban is still in effect. The commissioners confirmed the Fire Ban is still 

effective. 

 

Linda Stalcup, Dave Piper and Rachel Crane to discuss the information they need from the Commissioners on 

their yearly Medicare enrollment. 

 

They also asked for help with furnishings for the new Pioneer Manor. It was decided to wait on this decision until 

all Commissioners were present. 

 

Commissioners then discussed the center section of old Pioneer Manor and grants available to be utilized. 

 

Linda, Dave and Rachel then explained what the hospital is looking at for mandates in the 2011, 2012 and 2013 

years. 

 

Christian Knipp came in to discuss various problems with heating and cooling at the courthouse and replacing the 

current system with a more efficient Mitsubishi Electric cooling and heating solution along with related 

costs. Commissioners ask for references and pictures of this product to be emailed prior to next meeting.  

 

Ashley Fiss came in to discuss new Health Department Renovation on North end of old Pioneer manor. The 

planned demolition of center section is on hold at this time.  

 

The new Pioneer Manor’s landscaping was discussed. The sign for the new Manor will be on the corner of 17th 

and Main Street. 

 

It was discussed if all new employees participate in the Unum-long term care insurance furnished by the 

County. Commissioners agreed to allow all new employees this benefit when they start. 

 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk              ________________________________  

                                                                                Dave Bozone, Chairman  

 

 

 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

AUGUST 15, 2011 

 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with all members present. Also present were Bob 

Johnson, County Counselor, Pam Bensel, County Clerk and RoGlenda Coulter, Hugoton Hermes. Dave Bozone 

called the meeting to order. Dave moved to approve the minutes of the last meeting. Jim seconded. Motion 

carried. Gary moved to approve the county vouchers. Jim seconded. Motion carried. The clerk was instructed to 

draw warrants on the Treasurer chargeable to the various funds of the county for the following amounts: 

 

General……………………………..…….….35,350.18 



 

Road & Bridge…………………....................45,145.04 

 

Building…………………………………….311,926.49 

 

Noxious Weed………………………..........….4,097.77 

 

Diversion……………………………….……….149.00 

 

Community Health…………….…..….............9,760.64 

 

Fire Bequest…………………………………..….20.00 

 

Ashley Fiss came in to report on the demolition of the old Pioneer Manor.  

 

Ashley asked a mechanical engineer, Bryan Ward about the Mitsubishi system for the Courthouse. He felt a study 

needed to be done. 

 

Dave moved to do a study for heating and air/conditioning on the Courthouse if the cost does not exceed 

$5,000.00 for the mechanical and electrical study. 

 

Ashley discussed the remodeling of the North end of the old Pioneer Manor. 

 

J C Cantrell reported that Abengoa had asked for some asphalt and dirt moving. Commissioners chose not to do 

dirt work since there is a company in Stevens County that does dirt work. 

 

Dave moved to go into executive session for possible litigation for 20 minutes from 9:45am to 10:05am with 

County Counselor, Robert Johnson present. Gary seconded. Motion carried. Meeting reconvened at 10:05am. 

 

Terry Lawhon with Landmark Appraisal, Inc came in to give an update on Tom Fuhrmann’s condition. He is 

progressing slowly at this time but he will know within 2 to 3 weeks how well his condition has progressed to 

continue working. Terry asked for time to allow Tom to progress in rehab.  

 

Terry informed Bob Johnson and the Commissioners that Tom had an email from Mr Miller requesting 

information. Terry asked if they would allow Tom 30 days to get the information together for Mr Miller. The 

Commissioners agreed to this request. 

 

Greg Bond came in to explain that the law requires surveys for land splits being sold. At this time as of July 1, 

2011 the counties are not required to do anything. According to SB112 surveyors have to file the actual survey. 

 

Dave moved to go into executive session for non elected personnel for 10 minutes from 10:08am to 10:18am with 

County Counselor, Robert Johnson present. Gary seconded. Motion carried. Meeting reconvened at 10:18am. 

 

Ted Heaton came in to discuss the light situation at intersection Road D and Highway 25. There have been 2 

serious vehicle accidents at the intersection and he was asking about checking with JC and the State Department 

again to put a caution light at this intersection.  

 

Ted reported that prisoner count is up at this time. 

 

The Commissioners talked about the WEKANDO railroad project and the cost for each county involved. There 

will be further discussion at a later date so no action was taken.  

 

Guy brought in a proposal in the amount of $1386.72 from Pipkins Steam Way, from Liberal, to clean the traffic 

area of the carpets in each office on each floor of the courthouse.  

 

Dave moved to accept the proposal in the amount of $1386.72 from Pipkins Steam Way to clean the traffic area 

of the carpets in each office on each floor of the courthouse. Gary seconded. Motion carried. 

 

Dave opened discussion for the purchase of the new furnishings at the new Pioneer Manor.  

 

Gary moved to pay the total cost of the furnishing bill at the Pioneer Manor being $366,000.00. Motion dies for 

lack of a second. 

 

Dave moved to pay $183,000.00 of the $366,000.00 total cost. Jim seconded. Gary voted no. Motion carried.  

 



Dave moved to go into executive session for non elected personnel for 5 minutes from 11:55am to 12:00pm with 

County Counselor, Robert Johnson present. Jim seconded. Motion carried. Meeting reconvened at 12:00pm. 

 

Dave moved to ban smoking on courthouse grounds. Gary seconded. Motion carried. 

 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk              ________________________________  

                                                                                Dave Bozone, Chairman  

 

 

 

 

 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

SEPTEMBER 6, 2011 

 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with all members present. Also present were Bob 

Johnson, County Counselor, Pam Bensel, County Clerk and RoGlenda Coulter, Hugoton Hermes. Dave Bozone 

called the meeting to order. Dave moved to approve the minutes of the last meeting. Gary seconded. Motion 

carried. Gary moved to approve the county vouchers. Jim seconded. Motion carried. The clerk was instructed to 

draw warrants on the Treasurer chargeable to the various funds of the county for the following amounts: 

 

General……………………………..…….….252,436.46 

 

Road & Bridge…………………....................181,208.38 

 

Airport……………………………………….…5,187.00 

 

Building………………………………….…..438,524.27 

 

Noxious Weed………………………..........….17,991.36 

 

Alcoholic Treatment……………………….……..237.50 

 

Community Health…….……….…..….............47,325.33 

 

Employee’s R/R Misc W/H………………….…...172.84 

 

Gary moved to go into executive session for possible litigation and non elected personnel for 18 minutes from 

8:42am to 9:00am with County Counselor, Robert Johnson present. Jim seconded. Motion carried. Meeting 

reconvened at 9:00am. 

 

Roger Lynch with Stevens County Planning and Zoning came in to discuss condemning two trailers at 

Moscow. Moscow City Council asked if the County would start procedures for condemning and removing two 

abandoned trailers houses on the South side of town before the City annex’s the area into town. 

 

Commissioners agreed to allow Roger to start the proper procedures for condemning the trailers. 

 

J C Cantrell asked for permission to dig test holes on the new county property by the Stevens County Landfill for 

caliche. Bob said he would get back with J C. 

 

Dave moved to go into executive session for non elected personnel for 15 minutes from 9:50am to 10:05am with 

County Counselor, Robert Johnson present. Gary seconded. Motion carried. Meeting reconvened at 10:05am. 

 

Mike Schechter brought in an application for his replacement as Emergency Management Director. 

 

Gary moved to go into executive session for replacing of non elected personnel for 10 minutes from 10:12am to 

10:22am with County Counselor, Robert Johnson, Mike Schechter and Ted Heaton present. Jim 

seconded. Motion carried. Meeting reconvened at 10:22am. 

 

Juan Garcia from the Sheriff’s office came in to discuss a workmen’s compensation claim. Bob suggested he call 

the County’s workmen’s compensation agent. Ted Heaton was present. 

 

Dave moved to go into executive session for non elected personnel for 5 minutes from 10:35am to 10:40am with 



County Counselor, Robert Johnson present. Jim seconded. Motion carried. Meeting reconvened at 10:40am. 

 

Bob Johnson presented the Protective Covenants and Restrictions on the plat for the annexation of the new 

Pioneer Manor property on the south end of town. 

 

Bob Johnson informed the Commissioners that the Secretary of State approved the redistricting of Commissioner 

District boundaries. 

 

Paula Rowden came in to discuss the possibility of allowing a social worker counselor come in to work with them 

on a 3 month trial basis at no cost to the County. The Commissioners agreed to allow the 3 month trial and Paula 

will report back at the first of the year. 

 

Tony McBride brought in a change order for the Pioneer Manor that had been missed. The price increase on the 

change order would be $37,974.00. The change order was for the color change to the wall protection under the 

rails in the hall way.  

 

Gary moved to allow the change order for the different color scheme. Dave seconded. Motion carried. Jim voted 

no. 

 

Commissioners asked to tour the Pioneer Manor at 1:00pm.  

 

Ashley Fiss presented a fee proposal in the amount of $2,800.00 from the Consultant on the heating and air 

conditioning of the courthouse.  

 

Dave moved to approve the Consultants contract in the amount of $2,800.00 for the mechanical system review 

and evaluation on the heating and air conditioning of the courthouse. Gary seconded. Motion carried. 

 

The WEKANDO meeting was discussed and there were two resolutions sent to be approved.  

 

Resolution 2011-09 approving to extend the contract to rehabilitate railroad from a period of ten years to thirteen 

years was presented. 

 

Resolution 2011-7.27 assessing proposed expenses against the member counties was presented. 

 

Jim moved to approve both resolutions 2011-09 and 2011-7.27. Gary seconded. Motion carried. 

 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk              ________________________________  

                                                                                Dave Bozone, Chairman  

 

 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

SEPTEMBER 19, 2011 

 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with all members present. Also present were Bob 

Johnson, County Counselor, Pam Bensel, County Clerk and RoGlenda Coulter, Hugoton Hermes. Dave Bozone 

called the meeting to order. Dave moved to approve the minutes of the last meeting. Gary seconded. Motion 

carried. Jim moved to approve the county vouchers. Dave seconded. Motion carried. The clerk was instructed to 

draw warrants on the Treasurer chargeable to the various funds of the county for the following amounts: 

 

General……………………………..…….….24,480.02 

 

Road & Bridge…………………....................13,140.84 

 

Building……………………………...…….….8,644.88 

 

Noxious Weed………………………….........….266.70 

 

Community Health…………….…...…............7,830.33 

 

Employee’s R/R Misc W/H……………..………..74.52 

 

Dave moved to go into executive session for non elected personnel for 18 minutes from 8:42am to 9:00am with 

County Counselor, Robert Johnson present. Jim seconded. Motion carried. Meeting reconvened at 9:00am. 



 

Commissioners asked Lori Rome and Ginny Marquis to come in and explain what Landmark Appraisal, Inc does 

for the County. They explained the process of the oil & gas and real estate appraisal and how Landmark handles 

each one. 

 

Roger Lynch came in to discuss Abengoa. One of Abengoa’s members informed him of how they were doing the 

housing for the workers on the project. 

 

The Commissioners informed Roger of the Mennonite group wants to put in a subdivision south of town with 

housing, a school and a church. They asked if the county would be in charge of the zoning and Roger says it 

would fall under the city’s jurisdiction because of the three mile radius agreement with the city. The land in 

question is S/2 of SW 27-33-37 and SW 22-33-37. 

 

J C Cantrell came in to ask if he could get Road Q between Road 11 and Road 12 and Road 11 to Road P and 

Road Q ready to asphalt in the spring of 2012.  

 

Gary moved to table the issue of the road at this time. Jim seconded. Motion carried. 

 

Gary moved to go into executive session for non elected personnel for 20 minutes from 9:55am to 10:15am with 

County Counselor, Robert Johnson and Rod Kelling present. Jim seconded. Motion carried. Meeting reconvened 

at 10:15am. 

 

Jim moved to offer Mike Schechter’s job position, at same pay, to Rod Kelling to begin as soon as Rod is able to 

start work. Gary seconded. Motion carried.  

 

Dean Roehr, Ron Martin and Robert Veatch came in to discuss the clean up at Lake Russell. Dean Roehr says the 

south end is the main part that needs cleaned. They were very thankful for Wayne Tate trimming the trees and the 

County Road Department cleaning up the branches. They asked if a stop sign could be put up on 6th and 

Cemetery Road. Robert Veatch said the Lions Club might donate time to pick up trash at the Lake. 

 

Ted Heaton checked in to let the Commissioners know that Simplex has finished their work and the Sheriff’s 

building is in full running order. 

 

Robert Johnson presented the covenants and restrictions for Lots 2, 8, 9, 15, 16 and 17 of the Prairie Addition 

within the City of Hugoton. 

 

Dave moved to adopt the covenants and restrictions for Lots 2, 8, 9, 15, 16 and 17 of the Prairie Addition within 

the City of Hugoton. Jim seconded. Motion carried. 

 

Nancy Honig came in to ask if they would be able to have the Extension Council 24 member board election at the 

same time as the county’s November General Elections. Pam Bensel will call the Secretary of State’s Office and 

find out the rules. 

 

Terry Lawhon and Ann Papay came in to give an update on Tom Fuhrmann, Appraiser. Ann chose to come back, 

if needed, and help in the appraiser’s office while Tom is recovering.  

 

Terry and Ann explained the method used for the assessment of oil and gas and real estate. They feel everything 

is on track for all counties.  

 

Dave moved to go into executive session for non elected personnel for 20 minutes from 1:55pm to 2:15am with 

County Counselor, Robert Johnson present. Gary seconded. Motion carried. Meeting reconvened at 2:15pm. 

 

Gary moved to adopt Resolution 2011-10 changing the Commissioner District boundaries within the City of 

Hugoton. Dave seconded. Motion carried. 

 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk              ________________________________  

                                                                                Dave Bozone, Chairman  

 

 

 

 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

OCTOBER 3, 2011 



 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with all members present. Also present were Bob 

Johnson, County Counselor, Pam Bensel, County Clerk, RoGlenda Coulter, Hugoton Hermes and Paul Soutar, 

Watch Dog team. Dave Bozone called the meeting to order. Dave moved to approve the minutes of the last 

meeting. Gary seconded. Motion carried. Jim moved to approve the county vouchers. Gary seconded. Motion 

carried. The clerk was instructed to draw warrants on the Treasurer chargeable to the various funds of the county 

for the following amounts: 

 

General……………………………..…….….214,823.68 

 

Road & Bridge…………………....................120,956.15 

 

Airport………………………………………...62,827.00 

 

Building………………………………….…..518,725.45 

 

Noxious Weed……………………….........……7,908.07 

 

Library…………………………………...…..104,725.50 

 

Alcoholic Treatment……………………………..237.50 

 

Diversion……………………………………….1,166.88 

 

Community Health…………….…..…............28,676.80 

 

Employee’s R/R Misc W/H……………….….….179.32 

 

Bob Johnson informed the Commissioners; Pete Earles is waiting on the City Planning and Zoning Commission 

to sign off on the plat for the land east of town. 

 

The Commissioners discussed the burn ban for Stevens County. There are individuals needing to burn some 

stubble and trash in the country. 

 

Gary moved to lift the burn ban for Stevens County as of October 4, 2011 for 30 days. The individual needs to 

call the Sheriff’s office for date, time and legal before burning. 

 

J C Cantrell came in to inform the Commissioners that the test holes he dug on the county’s property being SE of 

NE 10-33-37 by the landfill proved to be beneficial. There is cliché and some good dirt in this area to use for road 

materials. 

 

J C asked if he could put in a road to the property by the landfill. It would be Road 14 off of P going ½ mile 

north. 

 

J C informed the Commissioners that the surveyors for Abengoa were messing up the asphalt on Road 10. They 

are cutting squares out and not capping them when they are finished. 

 

Roger Lynch came in to report on the Mennonites possibly building south of town.  

 

Michael Taylor and Steve Hittle came in with some concerns on the restroom at the Lighthouse Fellowship 

Church/ EMS building. They have some members in wheel chairs and it is difficult for these individuals to get 

into the restroom. The Commissioners said to check with Mike Schechter. 

 

Steve asked about transportation for one of the residents at the nursing home that comes to the church. The 

Commissioners said to talk to the Nursing Home administrator. 

 

The Commissioners discussed the difference in methodology used in appraising oil and gas by Tom Fuhrmann, 

Stevens County Appraiser and Jim Verner. 

 

Gary moved to go into executive session for non elected personnel for 20 minutes from 9:55am to 10:15am with 

County Counselor, Robert Johnson present. Gary seconded. Motion carried. No action taken. Meeting reconvened 

at10:15am. 

 

Ted Heaton came in to inform the Commissioners that everything is doing well at the Sheriff’s office. 

 



Gary Baker informed Ted that Kathy Hanks from the Hutchinson news will be here Tuesday, October 4, 2011 to 

tour the county facilities and asked if he would be available to give a tour of the Law Enforcement Center. 

 

Ted discussed the security in the county with different businesses coming to town. 

 

Karen Yoder called and will send a market analysis on the lots at the South end of town by the Pioneer Manor. 

 

Dave moved to go into executive session for atty/client for 15 minutes from 10:35am to 10:50am with County 

Counselor, Robert Johnson present. Jim seconded. Motion carried. Meeting reconvened at10:50am. 

 

Gary moved to release the report on the difference of appraising for oil & gas from Richard Miller of California 

and the final report will be released when received by the Commissioners. Jim seconded. Motion carried. 

 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk              ________________________________  

                                                                                Dave Bozone, Chairman  

 

 

 

 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

OCTOBER 17, 2011 

 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with all members present. Also present were Bob 

Johnson, County Counselor, Pam Bensel, County Clerk and RoGlenda Coulter, Hugoton Hermes. Dave Bozone 

called the meeting to order. Dave moved to approve the minutes of the last meeting. Gary seconded. Motion 

carried. Gary moved to approve the county vouchers. Jim seconded. Motion carried. The clerk was instructed to 

draw warrants on the Treasurer chargeable to the various funds of the county for the following amounts: 

 

General……………………………..…….….40,084.99 

 

Road & Bridge…………………....................29,975.41 

 

Building…………………………………….…..383.89 

 

Noxious Weed………………………......……8,745.68 

 

Community Health…………….…..……...........812.12 

 

Employee’s R/R Misc W/H……………….….….70.02 

 

Charlie Wagner came to update the Commissioners on the Silver Haired Legislative session. He discussed the 

two laws that the Legislature went over. 

 

Charlie reminded that the Lions Club will pick up the metal pieces at the Lake Russell area. 

 

Jim moved to appoint Dave as the voting delegate for KAC with 1st Alternate – Gary and 2nd Alternate – 

Jim. Dave seconded. Motion carried. 

 

Gary moved to appoint Jim as the voting delegate for KCAMP with Dave as alternate. Dave second. Motion 

carried. 

 

Dave moved to appoint Gary as the voting delegate for KWORCC with Jim as alternate. Jim seconded. Motion 

carried. 

 

Dave moved to go into executive session for non elected personnel for 30 minutes from 8:55am to 9:25am with 

County Counselor, Robert Johnson present. Gary seconded. Motion carried. Meeting reconvened at 9:25am. 

 

J C Cantrell informed the Commissioners that the attorney representing EOG asked if Road 6, North of Road K, 

could be cleaned off, where the sand had blown in, and put the salt water dirt on the road. J C thought this would 

help the road. 

 

Bob Johnson will check with Chris, attorney representing EOG, about getting a letter from the Commissioners for 

the approval of putting the salt water dirt on Road 6.  



 

Gary moved to allow EOG to put the salt water dirt on Road 6. Dave seconded. Motion carried. 

 

J C informed the Commissioners that Tom Robb, with Abengoa, asked to have the speed limit lowered from 65 to 

55 on Road P, between 10 and 11, going east and west. Commissioners agreed to allow J C to lower the speed 

limit. 

 

J C informed the Commissioners that all the County’s black top roads have been striped. 

 

Eunice Schroeder and Bob Eyestone with the Library came in to update the Commissioners on new classes at the 

Library. They have continuing educational classes with actual teachers on line. There are several classes for 

different languages and certificates for educational uses can be earned. 

 

Eunice asked if the Library could get bids for concrete on the lot between the courthouse and library. She 

informed the Commissioners that the Library had funds to pay for the project. 

 

Gary moved to allow the Library to get bids for concrete on the lot between the courthouse and library and then 

open the bids at a regular Commissioners meeting. Dave seconded. Motion carried. 

 

Tony Martin came in to check on the county’s insurance for the Fair Department. He needs to get insurance 

coverage for the part that is not covered by the county. Pam Bensel will check with Tom Job from KCAMP. 

 

The Commissioners discussed the water and sewer line for the lots south of town at the Pioneer Manor site. Bob 

will get the utility plat from EBH. 

 

Tony Martin informed the Commissioners that the city planning and zoning regulations state, if a hotel goes in on 

the lots east of town, the lot should be zoned as B1 and not as I1 for a commercial business district.  

 

Pete Earles brought in some plans of the Stevens County Industrial Park area east of town. He discussed the 

sewer and water and showed the Commissioners were the path for the lines would run. 

 

Commissioners asked Pete Earle to get bids for the sewer and water system on just Block 1 and a different bid for 

all of Block 1 and Lots 1, 2, 8 and 9 of Block 2 to be opened at the November 21 Commissioner meeting at 

11:00am.  

 

Gary moved to allow Peter Earles to send out to bid for the sewer and water system on Blocks 1 and 2 to be 

opened at the November 21 Commissioner meeting at 11:00am. Jim seconded. Motion carried. 

 

The County Commissioners will invite the City Council to come to the November 21 Commissioners meeting at 

11:00am for the opening of bids for the water and sewer system on Blocks 1 and 2 in the Stevens County 

Industrial Park. 

 

Tony Martin, Hugoton City Planning and Zoning inspector, informed the Commissioners that the City would 

require the County to sign consent for annexation on Block 1 Lot 1 and 2 before allowing a business to come in. 

 

Dave moved to change the zoning code from I1 to B1 for Blocks 1 and 2 in the Stevens County Industrial Park 

area. Gary seconded. Motion carried. 

 

Tom Fuhrmann, Terry Lawhan and Ann Papay came in to discuss the appraisal of oil and gas in the county. Lori 

Rome and Ginny Marquis came in for support of the appraiser’s office.  

 

Terry pointed out the errors in the article from Paul Soutar, Watchdog. Terry had asked the errors be corrected but 

they never were. 

 

Terry handed out a report and the Commissioners asked questions about the report. Terry, Ann and Tom 

answered their questions. 

 

Dave moved to go into executive session for non elected personnel for 30 minutes from 1:25pm to 1:55pm with 

County Counselor, Robert Johnson, Terry Lawhon, Tom Fuhrmann and Ann Papay present. Jim 

seconded. Motion carried. 

 

Commissioners came out of executive session at 1:55pm. Then Gary moved to go back into executive session for 

non elected personnel for 15 minutes from 2:00pm to 2:15pm with County Counselor, Robert Johnson, Terry 

Lawhon, Tom Fuhrmann and Ann Papay present. Jim seconded. Motion carried. No action taken. 

 



Roger Lynch came in to inform the Commissioners about the septic system at the Abengoa site. Roger Hoffman 

with KDHE-Kansas Department of Health and Environment informed Roger Lynch that KDHE is working on the 

regulations for the septic system. 

 

Jim moved to go into executive session for non elected personnel for 13 minutes from 2:27pm to 2:40pm with 

County Counselor, Robert Johnson present. Gary seconded. Motion carried. No action taken. 

 

Commissioners agreed to put in an ADA compliant restroom at the EMS building/Lighthouse Fellowship 

Church.  

 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk              ________________________________  

                                                                                Dave Bozone, Chairman  

 

 

 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

NOVEMBER 7, 2011 

 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with all members present. Also present were Bob 

Johnson, County Counselor, Pam Bensel, County Clerk and RoGlenda Coulter, Hugoton Hermes. Dave Bozone 

called the meeting to order. Jim moved to approve the minutes of the last meeting. Dave seconded. Motion 

carried. Dave moved to approve the county vouchers. Gary seconded. Motion carried. The clerk was instructed to 

draw warrants on the Treasurer chargeable to the various funds of the county for the following amounts: 

 

 

General………………………………….….256,174.57 

 

Road & Bridge…………………....................185,041.46 

 

Airport……………………………………...…..5,187.00 

 

Building……………………………………...351,427.13 

 

Noxious Weed………………………......……...6,397.72 

 

Alcoholic Treatment……………………………...237.50 

 

Diversion……………………………………..…1,488.95 

 

Ambulance Bequest………………………………..43.50 

 

Community Health…………….…..…….........26,714.07 

 

Wekando…………………………………….137,666.04 

 

Employee’s R/R Misc W/H……………….….….108.03 

 

 

Commissioners discussed taking tables and chairs out of the Memorial Hall. They agreed to allow other County 

owned entities to take the tables and chairs out of the Memorial Hall if it is to be used at the other County owned 

entity.  

 

Dave informed the other Commissioners that Walter McClure asked if the Kiwanis could plant a tree at the new 

Pioneer Manor. The Commissioners were all in agreement to allow the Kiwanis group to plant a new tree when 

it’s time for the landscaping. 

 

Dave informed the other Commissioners that he went with J C Cantrell to look at the dirt and cliché on the SE of 

NW 10-33-37. He feels this quarter of ground will supply the materials needed for the roads in the county. 

 

Dave suggested the County sell the NE 2-31-39 and use the other quarter for road material. 

 

Ashley Fiss came in and asked if she could get another company to do landscape drawings for the Pioneer 

Manor. Commissioners gave approval for this request. 



 

Ashley Fiss brought in the visual mechanical observation report that was done for the courthouse. The 

Commissioners will check it over and decide at a later date if this will be beneficial. 

 

J C Cantrell came in to discuss the Cullison contract for the gravel pit with the Commissioners.  

 

J C informed the Commissioners that Russell Jays with Anadarko asked if a duck nest could be put at Russell 

Lake. The Commissioners agreed to allow the duck nest. 

 

Dave moved to go into executive session for non elected personnel for 15 minutes from 9:45am to 10:00am with 

County Counselor, Robert Johnson present. Gary seconded. Motion carried. No action taken. Meeting reconvened 

at 10:00am. 

 

Ray Hoggatt, Debbie Nordling, Erick Nordling, Don Concannon, Pat Hall and Jim Kuharic came in to discuss 

County Counselor issues.  

 

Ray Hoggatt was the first one to address the County Counselor issue. He feels the County Counselor should live 

in Stevens County so the tax dollars spent, stay in Stevens County.  

 

Don Concannon expressed his side and feels the County Counselor should live in the community. 

 

Debbie Nordling expressed her side and says there are three law firms in town that has someone capable of 

handling the position. She presented wage figures for Paul Kitzke and Robert Johnson given by the County 

Clerk’s office. 

 

Ray Hoggatt asked for the Commissioners to give a vote on whether or not to reappoint Bob Johnson as County 

Counselor for the year of 2012. 

 

Dave Bozone said he would like to think about it and talk to Paul Kitzke. 

 

Gary Baker expressed his thoughts on the matter and was in agreement with Dave that the Commissioners should 

talk about it and make a decision at a later date. 

 

Tony Martin came in to talk to the Commissioners about the water and sewer project in the Stevens County 

Industrial Park area east of town. 

 

Tony talked about insurance coverage for the Fair board and buildings. 

 

Neal Gillespie and Mark Crawford came in to talk about housing for when the new business, Abengoa, comes 

in. There will be approximately 65 full time employees. 

 

Commissioners discussed hiring an engineer to get the utilities started on the lots south of town by the Pioneer 

Manor. 

 

Neal discussed neighborhood revitalization. 

 

Dale Noyes came in to ask about putting his name on the list to buy a lot east of town, when they are ready. The 

Commissioners said there is not a list, but he would be informed when the lots were ready to buy.  

 

Dave moved to go into executive session for non elected personnel for 15 minutes from 10:55am to 11:10am with 

County Counselor, Robert Johnson present. Gary seconded. Motion carried. No action taken. Meeting reconvened 

at 11:10am. 

 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk              ________________________________  

                                                                                Dave Bozone, Chairman  

 

 

 

 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

NOVEMBER 21, 2011 

 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with all members present. Also present were Bob 



Johnson, County Counselor, Pam Bensel, County Clerk and RoGlenda Coulter, Hugoton Hermes. Dave Bozone 

called the meeting to order. Jim moved to approve the minutes of the last meeting. Dave seconded. Motion 

carried. Jim moved to approve the county vouchers. Gary seconded. Motion carried. The clerk was instructed to 

draw warrants on the Treasurer chargeable to the various funds of the county for the following amounts: 

 

General……………………………..…….….45,823.39 

 

Road & Bridge…………………....................84,130.88 

 

Building…………………………………..…...4,596.62 

 

Noxious Weed………………………….....……...12.38 

 

Community Health…………….…..…….......10,147.20 

 

Employee’s R/R Misc W/H………….…….….….70.02 

 

Dave moved to go into executive session for attorney/client and land acquisition for 10 minutes from 9:10am to 

9:20am with County Counselor, Robert Johnson present. Jim seconded. Motion carried. No action taken. Meeting 

reconvened at 9:20am. 

 

Mike Schechter came in to ask about getting bids to replace the burned fire truck. The cost would run around 

$90,000.00.  

 

Dave moved to allow Mike to send out for bids on a new fire truck. Jim seconded. Motion carried. 

 

Mike asked if he could donate the old radios and repeater to the amateur radio club in Seward County. Mike said 

these items are of no value for commercial use.  

 

The Commissioners asked Mike to give them a letter stating that the radios and repeater have no value for 

commercial use but the amateur radio club could get some use out of the equipment. 

 

Robert Rich and Elaine Rowden came in to discuss a situation at the Wellness Center. Robert presented the rules 

and regulations that were set for the Wellness Center in 1986.  

 

Robert is checking into an exercise program for June, July and August for the kids under 14 and he would be the 

instructor.  

 

Robert asked what kind of liability coverage the County has on the Wellness Center. 

 

Dave moved to approve the rules for the Wellness Center as written then if there are any corrections or additions 

to the rules, Robert Rich will come back with the change. Jim seconded. Motion carried. 

 

J C Cantrell came in for the notice of compliance for a road to be open in the County.  

 

No one showed for the hearing to disagree with the opening of Road 14. 

 

Jim moved to allow J C to open Road 14 off of Road P going ½ mile north. Gary seconded. Motion carried. 

 

Ted Heaton asked why Stevens County Hospital does not accept the County’s insurance card for Quest Lab. Gary 

Baker informed him that the Stevens County Community Health Department accepts the insurance card for Quest 

Lab. 

 

The meeting with Ray Hoggatt and other concerned citizens was held in the Courtroom on the 3rd floor of the 

Courthouse at 10:30am. 

 

Ray Hoggatt and other concerned citizens – Jim Kuharic, Doug Mills, Greg Gaskill, O D Littrell, Don Beesley, 

Roger Lynch, Mae Ray, RoGlenda Coulter (Hugoton Hermes newspaper reporter), Doris Roberts, Lorene Bell, 

Ronnie Rich, Karen Rich, Helen Farrar, Phillip Willis, Dorothy Hagman, Walt Beesley, Gary Gold, Connie Gold, 

Pete Hickey, Kristin Farnum, Tony Martin, Arlan Hanquist, Pat Hall, Berneice DeWitt, Tony McBride, Bobby 

Moss, Frankie Thomas, Barry Angell, Leigh Angell, LaDonna Perry, Elwanda Irwin, Martin Daharsh, J C 

Cantrell, Rex Evans, Ted Heaton, Debbie Nordling and Erick Nordling came back to ask the Commissioners what 

their decision was on keeping Robert Johnson as County Counselor. 

 

Each of the Commissioners made a statement. Dave Bozone said he felt with the information he had that Bob 



Johnson was still the one for County Counselor at this time. It would take time for someone else to start in the 

middle of the projects and get all the information together to feel comfortable to make the decisions needed. 

 

Gary Baker said two weeks ago he felt it was time to let Bob Johnson go as County Counselor but after thinking 

over the situation, he felt the statement he made was wrong. He asked the group, is it right to get rid of an 

employee, just because he doesn’t live in Stevens County. We the Commissioners still need Bob Johnson as 

County Counselor to help finish the work that has already been started in Stevens County.  

 

Jim Bell stated he was in agreement with the other two Commissioners, Dave and Gary. He feels Bob has done a 

great job serving the County and he knows what is needed at this time, so he is in favor of keeping Bob on as 

County Counselor. 

 

The concerned citizens that spoke up and stated their opinions were: Ray Hoggatt, Jim Kuharic, O D Littrell, Don 

Beesley, Walt Beesley, Barry Angell, Bobby Moss, Greg Gaskill, Gary Gold and Debbie Nordling. 

 

Bob Johnson expressed his thoughts and feelings on the situation. He is more than willing to serve as County 

Counselor if the Commissioners decide to keep him or if they choose to let him go and appoint someone else he 

would be fine with that decision.  

 

Shelby Martin came in to discuss the Wellness Center. Robert Rich, Elaine Rowden, Tony Martin, Roger Lynch, 

Lorene Bell, Doris Roberts and Martin Daharsh were also present. 

 

Martin Daharsh asked to allow his son, age 8, to enter into the exercise area at the Wellness Center while 

accompanied by a parent. Robert stated the rules say that anyone under the age of 14 is not allowed to enter into 

the gym area. 

 

Martin asked if they would be willing to change the rules so the kids that wanted to work out could come in. He 

felt it was time to move forward and do more for the community.  

 

Bob Johnson said he would check with Tom Job of KCAMP on the liability issues. 

 

Gary moved to go into executive session for non elected personnel for 10 minutes from 11:30am to 11:40am with 

County Counselor, Robert Johnson, Shelby Martin and Martin Daharsh present. Jim seconded. Motion 

carried. No action taken. Meeting reconvened at 11:40am. 

 

Shelby Martin asked if the Commissioners could appoint a board to oversee the Wellness Center issues. 

 

The Commissioners felt that might be an option. 

 

Tony Martin informed the Commissioners he had checked with EBH for plans on the electricity for the new 

Pioneer Manor. He was not able to locate them at this time. He was going to talk to them again. 

 

Jim Bell made a motion to retain Robert Johnson as County Counselor. Gary seconded. Motion carried. 

 

Dave moved to go into executive session for non elected personnel for 10 minutes from 1:15pm to 1:25pm with 

County Counselor, Robert Johnson present. Jim seconded. Motion carried.  

 

Commissioners came out early at 1:20pm and then went back into executive session for another 10 minutes from 

1:20pm to 1:30pm with County Counselor, Robert Johnson and Guy Rowden present. No action taken. 

 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

 

 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk              ________________________________  

                                                                                Dave Bozone, Chairman  

 

 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

DECEMBER 5, 2011 

 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with all members present. Also present were Bob 

Johnson, County Counselor, Pam Bensel, County Clerk and RoGlenda Coulter, Hugoton Hermes. Dave Bozone 

called the meeting to order. Gary moved to approve the minutes of the last meeting. Jim seconded. Motion 

carried. Gary moved to approve the county vouchers. Jim seconded. Motion carried. The clerk was instructed to 

draw warrants on the Treasurer chargeable to the various funds of the county for the following amounts: 



 

 

General……………………………..……..….214,400.73 

 

Road & Bridge………………….....................266,566.31 

 

Airport……………………………………....…..5,087.00 

 

Building……………………………………....373,958.11 

 

Noxious Weed………………………......….…...9,063.80 

 

Alcoholic Treatment………………………….…...237.50 

 

Diversion…………………………………...…..…497.78 

 

Community Health…………….…..……..........23,533.02 

 

Employee’s P/R Misc W/H…………..….…..….….70.02 

 

Tony Martin and David Rome, Fair board officers, came in to present a list of names to be approved by the 

Commissioners for a 3 year term Fair board member for 2012-2014. The list of names are: Duane Baughman, 

Don Beesley, Steven Claggett, Shelly French, Gary Gold, Jamie Gold, Nancy Honig, Mark Kerbow, Colby 

Leonard, Karen McClure, Joshua Morris, Matt Rome and Billy Woodworth.  

 

Dave moved to approve the appointment of names listed above for a 3 year term Fair board members for 2012-

2014. Jim seconded. Motion carried.  

 

Dave moved to go into executive session for non elected personnel for 10 minutes from9:05am to 9:15am with 

County Counselor, Robert Johnson present. Jim seconded. Motion carried. Commissioners came out early at 

9:11am. 

 

Dave moved to go back into executive session for non elected personnel for 10 min from 9:20am to 9:30am with 

County Counselor, Robert Johnson and Guy Rowden present. Jim seconded. Motion carried. Meeting reconvened 

at 9:30am. 

 

Gary discussed the water rights for Abengoa with the other two Commissioners. Gary says they will have to get 

clearance from KDOT and all the owners before Abengoa can get water to their site.  

 

J C Cantrell came in to discuss Abengoa. There were 3 men representing Abengoa at the meeting. They asked if 

the County would lower the speed limit to 45 mph on Road P. J C said he had changed it to 55 mph. After further 

discussion, it was decided to lower the speed to 45 mph on Road P for a distance of 1000’ (feet) from each south 

entrance of the Abengoa site going east and west. 

 

J C informed them he was putting signs up stating, Trucks Entering Hwy, at Road P. 

 

They discussed to abandon the drive into the disposals on Road P by the Abengoa plant. 

 

The Commissioners asked to have stop signs at each entrance/exit for trucks going out of the site.  

 

Jim moved to rescind the previous motion of 55 mph at the Abengoa site on Road P in the October 17, 2011 

minutes. Gary seconded. Motion carried.  

 

Gary moved to reduce speed to 45 mph for 1000’ each direction of driveways at the Abengoa site on Road P 

going east and west. Dave seconded. Motion carried. 

 

J C informed the Commissioners that he had put a locked gate on the property of SE of NE 10-33-37 and no 

trespassing signs. 

 

Charlie Wagner at 906 S Monroe came in to discuss noon meals at the Senior Citizens Center. He feels he is 

being discriminated against because he was told that the Meals on Wheels van would deliver his lunch at his 

house instead of him coming in. Charlie said he talked to Paul Kitzke. He said he just wants the opportunity to eat 

at the center or at home whichever he chooses. Bob Johnson said he would talk to Paul Kitzke and Barbara 

Beeks.  

 



Jill from Russell Childhood Development of Garden City brought in cookies, made by the kids, to show their 

appreciations for the support the Commissioners have given over the years. 

 

Tony McBride discussed the parking lot on the north side of the courthouse. He asked if the dump fees at the 

landfill could be waived for this project. No decision made. 

 

Tony informed the Commissioners there will be a dedication plaque for the Pioneer Manor. He asked if they 

wanted all four Commissioners names on the plaque. Dave thought O D Littrell and Jim Bell should both be on 

the plaque. The other two Commissioners were in agreement to have all four names on the plaque.  

 

Tony brought in change order for Revision #6 for the Pioneer Manor project in the amount of $28,674.00. Dave 

moved to pay the change order for Revision #6 for the Pioneer Manor project in the amount of $28,674.00. Gary 

seconded. Motion carried. 

 

Tony said Ashley is still working on getting the drawings for the landscaping project at the Pioneer Manor. 

 

Tony asked the Commissioners if they were going to have an open house for the public before the residents were 

moved to the new manor. Commissioners said they were going to so Bob Johnson will talk to Linda Stalcup for a 

date and time. 

 

The Commissioners received a letter from Jeff Crawford stating he is not interested in being reappointed on the 

Economic Development Board. 

 

Neal Gillespie came in to express his thoughts on Jody Whacker as an Economic Development prospective board 

member. 

 

Trever Stoppel with Earles Engineering and Tony Martin, Hugoton City Planning and Zoning Administrator 

came in for the opening of bids on the utility improvements at Stevens County Industrial Park. There were two 

bids opened: 

 

Middlecreek Corporation Schedule A $354,333.50 

 

Frank Oursler – Peabody, KS Schedule B $190,686.50 

 

Total Cost $545,020.00 

 

Nowak Construction Co Inc Schedule A $493,256.90 

 

Deb Jordan – Goddard, KS Schedule B $246,901.00 

 

Total Cost $740,157.90 

 

The Commissioners decided to allow Pete Earles of Earles Engineering to make sure the bids were in order and 

which one would be the contractor for the job. Pete Earles called and both bids were in order and the lowest bid 

from Middlecreek Corporation being $545,020.00 will be the contractor for the job. The Commissioners were in 

agreement. 

 

A group of citizens came in to show their appreciation of the Wellness Center and Robert Rich and Elaine 

Rowden. The citizens were: Shirley Dowell, Donna Rotolo, Janet Sutton, Pete Saltzmann, Nina Gooch, Ginger 

Mostrom, Janice Porter, Leta Walkemeyer and Ruth Farmer. 

 

Ruth Farmer was the spokesperson for the group. She read a letter expressing the groups’ feelings about the 

Wellness Center and the staffs’ capability to supply the needs of the community. The letter was signed by the 

group of citizens and Ruth says she could get more signatures if needed. The Commissioners said she could get 

the rest of the signatures then bring the letter back into the Clerk’s office.  

 

The Commissioners asked each one in the group to introduce themselves and express any thoughts or concerns.  

 

Jody Whacker came in to interview as a prospective board member for the Economic Development Board. She 

introduced herself and talked about her business interest. Commissioners asked her questions about the 

community and if she had any thoughts or concerns. 

 

Dave moved to appoint Jody Whacker to the Economic Development Board for a 4 year term. Jim 

seconded. Motion carried.  

 



Dave moved to construct Bob to proceed with the tax foreclosure action on properties that are delinquent on 

property taxes. Gary seconded. Motion carried. 

 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk              ________________________________  

                                                                                Dave Bozone, Chairman  

 

 

 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

DECEMBER 8, 2011 

 

Dave Bozone called a special meeting on December 8, 2011 at 8:30am to talk about the water rights for the 

Abengoa site. Members present were Dave Bozone and Gary Baker. Also present was Pam Bensel, County Clerk 

and Don Concannon.  

 

Gary discussed about Abengoa getting water rights from the Hugoton City well. Don was representing 

Barber’s. Hugoton City was not represented at the meeting. The City’s well is on the NW 20-33-37 and the 

Barber well is on the SW 20-33-37. When the City deeded the land to the County, the City reserved ½ of the 

water rights. All the parties need to give their consent. 

 

Gary and Don decided to go to the Citizens State Bank to talk to Jack Rowden, Hugoton City Councilman.  

 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

 

 

 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk              ________________________________  

                                                                                Dave Bozone, Chairman  

 

 

 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

 

DECEMBER 19, 2011 

 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with Gary Baker and Jim Bell present. Also present 

were Bob Johnson, County Counselor, Pam Bensel, County Clerk and RoGlenda Coulter, Hugoton Hermes. Gary 

Baker, Vice Chairman, called the meeting to order. Jim moved to approve the minutes of the last meeting. Gary 

seconded. Motion carried. Jim moved to approve the county vouchers. Gary seconded. Motion carried. The clerk 

was instructed to draw warrants on the Treasurer chargeable to the various funds of the county for the following 

amounts: 

 

General...........................................................43,193.34 

 

Road & Bridge………………….....................83,093.02 

 

Building……………………………………......3,914.60 

 

Noxious Weed………………………......…..…...584.15 

 

Community Health…………….…..……..........4,460.91 

 

Airport Grants……………………………....115,830.57 

 

Employee’s P/R Misc W/H…………..….…….….35.01 

 

June Trentham, Karen Rich, Don Trentham, Marilyn Holcomb and Steve Perry with the Stevens County Council 

on Aging Board, came in to discuss the matter of Charlie Wagner at 906 S Monroe. 

 

June discussed the situation they have at the Senior Citizens Center concerning Charlie Wagner. They asked what 

they could do as a board. Bob told them whatever rules the board has, they should apply to all individuals coming 

to the Center. Anyone that does not follow the rules may be asked to leave. 

 



Bob discussed the legal issues for the County’s side of the situation. 

 

Eunice Schroeder and Charlotte Veatch with the Library Board came in to have bids opened for the 

Courthouse/Library parking lot. There were two bids for the project. 

 

Wolters Construction LLC 

 

              Base bid proposal $78,900.00 

   Alternate #1 Alley Paving 16,300.00 

 

                                  Total $95,200.00  

 

 

 

McBride Construction Inc  

 

            Base bid proposal $75,450.00  

 Alternate #1 Alley Paving 14,300.00  

 

                                Total $89,750.00 

 

The Commissioners decided to allow Eunice to discuss the bids with the rest of the Library Board before making 

a decision. 

 

Jim moved to end the burn ban as of December 19, 2011. Gary seconded. Motion carried. 

 

Jim moved to reappoint Ted Heaton to the Southwest Regional Detention Center Board for 2012. Gary 

seconded. Motion carried. 

 

Gary moved to adopt the 2012 Holidays as presented. Jim seconded. Motion carried. 

 

J C Cantrell and Tom Robb came in to discuss the easement on the county right of way for water rights to the 

Abengoa site.  

 

Jim moved to grant an easement for Abengoa on the NW and N/2 of SW 20-33-37, so long as the use and 

placement doesn’t interfere with the use by the Airport of affect any of the grants or FAA regulations. Abengoa 

agrees to work with J C and Kim Harper on this location. Gary seconded. Motion carried. 

 

Mike Schechter and Rodney Kelling came in for the opening of bids on a new fire truck. 

Hays Fire & Rescue Sales – Hays, KS  

Prairie Ranger Quick Attack Brush Truck Unit $99,663.00 

mounted on a 2012 Ford F550 chassis 

if agree to pay for chassis ahead of time ($32,892.76)  

there will be a $3,000.00 deduction on total for an  

 

amount of $96,663.00 

 

 

 

Weis Fire & Safety Equipment Co – Salina, KS 

 

Weis Fire Quick Attack 500 $87,891.00 

mounted on a 2012 Ford F550 Super Duty chassis 

if agree to pay for chassis ahead of time there will be  

a deduction of $825.00 and $1,000.00 for 

participating in Weis Fire Body Pre-Payment  

 

Plan for an amount of $86,066.00 

 

Jim moved to accept the bid from Weis Fire & Safety for a 2012 Ford F550 Super Duty chassis and make 

payments ahead on the chassis as it is being built, total amount of $86,066.00 for the fire truck. Gary 

seconded. Motion carried. 

 

Mike brought in the letter that the Commissioners asked him to write stating that the radios and repeater have no 

value for commercial use and recommending donating the equipment to the amateur radio club. 



 

Gary moved to accept the letter from Mike Schechter and recommends donating these items to the amateur radio 

operators (ham radio). Jim seconded. Motion carried. 

 

Mike presented drawings from Ashley Fiss with Fiss Architectural Design to update the restrooms to meet ADA 

compliance.  

 

Mike presented three letters to the Commissioners to have Rodney appointed to the KS Board of EMS as 

Emergency Manager and EMS Director for Stevens County and to the Kansas Department of Emergency 

Management as Emergency Manager for Stevens County effective January 1, 2012. 

 

Gene Leonard presented the 2011 encumbrance letter for Stevens County Solid Waste in the amount of 

$65,000.00 from the 2011 Solid Waste budget and $40,000.00 out of transfer in the County transfer in the 

General fund to use for the purchase of a track loader.  

 

Jim moved to allow Gene Leonard to encumber $65,000.00 from the Solid Waste budget and $40,000.00 from the 

County transfer in the General fund. Gary seconded. Motion carried. 

 

Susan Schulte presented the 2011 encumbrance letter for GIS in the amount of $2,000.00 to use for the Magic 

Symposium meeting in KS City and to pay for travel expenses as KAM Board Secretary. (if granted this will 

deplete the GIS budget and there will not be a transfer to the equipment fund) 

 

Jim moved to grant the 2011 encumbrance letter for GIS in the amount $2,000.00. Gary seconded. Motion 

carried. 

 

Susan explained to the Commissioners that she is getting a new computer. She has compared to get the best 

computer for the cost. 

 

Paula Rowden with Stevens County Community Health came in to discuss merit raises. 

 

Gary moved to go into executive session for non elected personnel for 10 minutes from10:45am to 10:55am with 

County Counselor, Robert Johnson, Paula Rowden and Pam Bensel present. Jim seconded. Motion 

carried. Meeting reconvened at 10:55am. 

 

As head of the Department, Paula Rowden will make the decision. 

 

Jan Leonard came in to interview as a prospective board member for the Economic Development Board. He 

expressed his views on economic development in the County. Commissioners asked questions about the 

community and if he had any thoughts or concerns. 

 

Jan talked about the Hike/Bike trail. Since the County and City joined together, this put them at the top of the list 

to be reviewed to receive a grant. Then, tying back into the safe route to school was also a positive decision. 

 

Commissioners were presented with an agreement from KCAMP for the Rate Stabilization Program. This is a 

contribution credit and rate lock for the county for risk management. It is a three year program. 

 

Gary moved to accept the agreement with KCAMP for the Rate Stabilization Program. Jim seconded. Motion 

carried. 

 

Jim moved to go into executive session for contract negotiation and attorney/client privilege for 10 minutes 

from11:15am to 11:25am with County Counselor, Robert Johnson present. Jim seconded. Motion 

carried. Meeting reconvened at 11:25am. 

 

Kim Harper, Ryan Hamlin and Tron Stegman came in to get permission for Anadarko to use the County right of 

way on Road 23 for laying a pipe line. 

 

Ryan and Tron asked Bob if he would write a letter of approval from the Commissioners. 

 

Tony McBride came in with Revision #7 on the Pioneer Manor. The revision consists of exchanging 8 toilets for 

$1,578.24, large washer for $11,609.00 and new range for $5,841.20 for a total cost of $19,028.44. No decision at 

this time, will wait until December 29th meeting. 

 

Linda Stalcup came in to interview as a prospective board member for the Economic Development Board. She 

explained her background in business and her interest in the board and community. Commissioners asked 

questions and if she had any other thoughts or concerns. 



 

Linda said the Hospital will pay for the new oven out of the Hospital budget if it is necessary. 

 

Tron Stegman and Jan Leonard came in to discuss putting in a RV park. Roger Lynch discussed the zoning 

regulations. The land will need a conditional use permit from agriculture to residential. 

 

Jan said they talked to KDHE about the septic tanks. Commissioners suggest they talk to an engineering firm for 

the sewer. 

 

Jan suggested tying into the lift station at the Landfill and the Commissioners were in agreement this idea. 

 

The utilities such as electric and water will be with the City. 

 

Roger gave them several rules and regulations that will need to be met. 

 

Jan and Tron will get the information together and bring it back in at a later date. 

 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

 

 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk              ________________________________  

                                                                                Dave Bozone, Chairman  

 

 

 

 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

DECEMBER 29, 2011 

 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with all members present. Also present were Bob 

Johnson, County Counselor, Pam Bensel, County Clerk and RoGlenda Coulter, Hugoton Hermes. Dave Bozone 

called the meeting to order. Dave moved to approve the minutes of the last meeting. Gary seconded. Motion 

carried. Dave moved to approve the county vouchers. Gary seconded. Motion carried. The clerk was instructed to 

draw warrants on the Treasurer chargeable to the various funds of the county for the following amounts: 

 

 

General...........................................................49,105.05 

 

Road & Bridge…………………....................112,624.59 

 

Building………………………………….…......6,632.34 

 

Noxious Weed……………………….......…..…...160.21 

 

Community Health…………….…..……...........3,099.44 

 

Wekando……………………………….……....3,750.00 

 

Employee’s P/R Misc W/H…………..….…….…174.84 

 

Tony McBride came in to discuss Revision #7 for the Pioneer Manor.  

 

Gary moved to accept Revision #7 for the Pioneer Manor. The revision consists of exchanging 8 toilets for 

$1,578.24, large washer for $11,609.00 and new range for $5,841.20 for a total cost of $19,028.44. Dave 

seconded. Jim voted no. Motion carried. 

 

The cost amount for the Pioneer Manor is still under budget by $808,084.00. 

 

Tony updated the Commissioners on the landscape project for the Pioneer Manor. Tony suggested putting 6” 

gutters and down spouts in each courtyard. 

 

J C Cantrell checked in but didn’t have any business to conduct. 

 

Dave moved to go into executive session for attorney/client for 15 minutes from 9:10am to 9:25am with County 

Counselor, Robert Johnson present. Gary seconded. Motion carried. Meeting reconvened at 9:25am. 



 

Eunice Schroeder and Charlotte Veatch with the Library Board came in to discuss the parking lot between 

Courthouse and Library.  

 

Dave moved to accept the bid from McBride Construction for the parking lot/ alley in the amount of $75,450.00 

and Alternate #1 Alley paving in the amount of $14,300.00. Gary seconded. Motion carried. 

 

The Library Board is willing to pay for the parking lot but doesn’t have the funds for the alley. The amount for 

the parking lot is $75,450.00. 

 

The Commissioners agreed and will pay for the Alternate #1 Alley paving in the amount of $14,300.00 and allow 

the Library Board pay for the parking lot in the amount of $75,450.00. Gary seconded. Motion carried. 

 

Rodney Kelling presented an encumbrance letter request for 2011 EMS budget in the amount of $20,000.00 and 

for 2011 Fire budget in the amount of $10,000.00 to go toward the purchase of a new First Response/Command 

truck. This will replace the 2002 Ford that currently has 93,000 miles. 

 

Dave moved to allow the 2011 encumbrance letter request from Rodney Kelling in the amount of $20,000.00 

EMS budget and $10,000.00 Fire budget. Gary seconded. Motion carried.  

 

Ted Heaton came in to inform the Commissioners that he had to order new computers for the Sheriff’s 

department. 

 

Dave moved to appoint Jan Leonard to the Economic Development Board. Gary seconded. Motion carried. 

 

Gary let the other Commissioners know that he had talked to Megan Sullivan at Physical Therapy and she is very 

much in favor of getting a therapeutic pool. It would be used for a patient that has a Doctor’s order so the medical 

insurance would help pay expenses. 

 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

 

 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk              ________________________________  

                                                                                Dave Bozone, Chairman  

 

 

COMMISSIONERS PROCCEDINGS 

JANUARY 3, 2012 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with all members present. Also 

present were Bob Johnson, County Counselor, Pam Bensel, County Clerk and RoGlenda Coulter, 

Hugoton Hermes. Dave called the meeting to order. Dave moved to approve the minutes of the 

last meeting. Gary seconded. Motion carried.  

Gary moved to appoint Dave Bozone as Chairman. Jim seconded. Motion carried. 

Gary moved to appoint Jim Bell as Vice Chairman. Dave seconded. Motion carried. 

Jim moved to appoint the Hugoton Hermes as the official newspaper for Stevens County. Dave 

seconded. Motion carried. 

Gary moved to have Citizens State Bank as the bank depository for Stevens County. Jim 

seconded. Motion carried. 

Gary moved to have First National Bank as secondary depository for Stevens County. Jim 

seconded. Motion carried. 

Dave moved to continue the meeting days and time on the 1st and 3rd Mondays at 8:30am unless 

Monday is a county holiday then the meeting will be on Tuesday. Gary seconded. Motion 

carried. 

Pam Bensel, County Clerk presented the GAAP waiver Resolution12-01 to be approved and 

signed. Dave moved to adopt the GAAP Resolution 12-01. Gary seconded. Motion carried. 



Dave moved to appoint Gary as delegate to the WEKANDO Board. Jim seconded. Motion 

carried. 

Dave moved to appoint Jim as delegate to the Port Authority Board. Gary seconded. Motion 

carried. 

Guy Rowden came in to discuss the Courthouse and Memorial Hall roof. Guy said he could 

patch the roof until a decision was made. 

The Commissioners called Ashley Fiss in to contact an engineer to see what needs to be done for 

the Courthouse and Memorial Hall roof project. 

Ashley Fiss informed the Commissioners that she has landscape drawings and will present them 

to the committee. 

Gary Baker discussed the appraisal issue with the other two Commissioners.  

The Commissioners received a letter from Kansas Department of Revenue stating that Stevens 

County has met the criteria for the annual statistical and procedural compliance review and 

successfully completed the appraisal cycle in a satisfactory manner. 

J C Cantrell came in to update on his department. 

The Commissioners discussed the NE 2-31-39. They asked J C if he needed the land for any 

reason. J C said that he didn’t need the land for anything. 

Dave moved to offer the NE 2-31-39 for sale with Faulkner Real Estate. Gary seconded. Motion 

carried. 

Shelby Martin, Carla Kerbow, Gary Gold and Roger Lynch came in to dicuss the Zumba classes 

that Shelby teaches. Shelby asked if she could have a contract with the County and receive 

reimbursement for the Zumba fee, a key and control of my classes. Shelby asked to have 

morning classes on Monday thru Friday and classes in the evening when she is able to. 

Bob Johnson agreed to be the mediator for the County between Robert Rich and Shelby Martin. 

Roger Lynch updated the Commissioners on the RV park that Jan Leonard and Tron Stegman 

want to put in. Tron talked to Pete Earles on the sewer plans. 

Dave moved to accept Plan A on the drawings of the EMS building restrooms. Jim seconded. 

Motion carried. 

Ashley will get the plans drawn up to finalize the project. 

Dave moved to go into executive session for non elected personnel for 10 minutes from 12:00pm 

to 12:10pm with County Counselor, Robert Johnson. Gary seconded. Motion carried. Meeting 

reconvened at 12:10pm. 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk ________________________________ Dave Bozone, 

Chairman 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

JANUARY 16, 2012 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with all members present. Also 

present were Bob Johnson, County Counselor, Pam Bensel, County Clerk and RoGlenda Coulter, 

Hugoton Hermes. Dave called the meeting to order. Gary moved to approve the minutes of the 

last meeting. Jim seconded. Motion carried. Gary moved to approve the county vouchers. Jim 

seconded. Motion carried. The clerk was instructed to draw warrants on the Treasurer chargeable 

to the various funds of the county for the following amounts: 

General…………………………….….…..94,896.49 



Road & Bridge……………………….…...42,873.97 

Airport……………………….……………64,665.00  

Building…………………….……….…1,101,841.98 

Employees Benefit………………..……..246,147.00 

Noxious Weed…………………...…….……..307.79 

Library……………………………….…..107,093.00  

Insurance Agency……………………..…112,189.00 

Alcoholic Treatment………………….………237.50 

Diversion………………………….………..1,143.00 

Ambulance Bequest……………….……….......43.50 

Community Health……………….…...........1,608.16 

County Equipment……………………..….26,736.62 

Spec Law Enforcement………………………931.92 

Employee’s P/R Misc W/H………………..…..76.80 

Gary asked Bob to check with David Harper of Property Valuation Department to explain what 

the States position is on the appraisal issue. Bob said he has a phone conference with the 

Property Valuation Department on Tuesday, January 17th and he will find out. Bob said he 

would set up another conference call at a time Gary could talk to them also. Gary wanted to 

know direction and guidance from the State that the Commissioners should take with this matter. 

Robert Rich presented a 2011encumbrance letter for the Wellness Center in the amount of 

$15,213.33 to purchase flooring, equipment, computer and furnishings.  

Robert presented the membership income that could be generated per month for the zumba 

classes. Then, he presented the expenses that could incur per month from the classes. 

Robert presented a proposal from Finishing Touches to replace the flooring in two bathrooms 

and storage room with vinyl for an amount of $1,752.50. 

Gary moved to approve the proposal for the vinyl flooring for the amount of $1,752.50. Jim 

seconded. Motion carried. 

Also present in the meeting were Gary Gold, Mike and Jill Schechter.  

Jill stated that she feels the Wellness Center is well used and well ran. She enjoys both the 

zumba classes and wellness classes. 

J C Cantrell came in to inform the Commissioners that Chris Steincamp, representing EOG, a 

gas company, wants to have a road opened being south of Road K on Road 6. 

J C informed the Commissioners that Ron McFarlane called to invite them for a tour of the 

Murphy tractor factory. It is a bus trip for all the county commissioners and road department 

heads on February 7-10, 2012 to Iowa. 

Dave Bozone excused himself for the next conversation of roads blowing shut from the dirt. 

JC says on Road 12, ½ mile North of Second Street on the Westside of the road, the dirt blows 

across the road and can cause hazardous conditions. J C said he needed to clean out the ditches 

so they won’t hold water and be able to drain. 



Bob said if it becomes a safety issue then the land owner will need to work the land to prevent 

the blowing. Bob will send letters to the owners to inform them of this matter. 

Larry Sharp with KCAMP came in to present Stevens County’s 2011 annual report. 

Ted Heaton checked in to see if the Commissioners needed anything from him. 

Rodney Kelling explained the convenience of the 3 plans for the bathroom at the EMS building.  

Dave moved to rescind the original motion of Plan A for the bathroom. Gary seconded. Motion 

carried. 

Gary moved to accept Plan C for the bathroom at a cost of $84,150.00. Jim seconded. Motion 

carried. 

Tony Martin came in to get signatures for the plat on the Stevens County Industrial Park #1 on 

the SE 15-33-37east of town. 

Jan Leonard came in to discuss getting liquor by the drink on the ballot. Bob will look into what 

the procedure is. 

Neal Gillespie came in to discuss Neighborhood Revitalization. A person with the Dairy industry 

is coming the end of January or the 1st of February to check the area. 

Neal talked about different types of tax abatements, IRB and TIF. 

Dave moved to go into executive session for non elected personnel for 5 minutes from 11:30am 

to 11:35am with County Counselor, Robert Johnson. Jim seconded. Motion carried. Meeting 

reconvened at 11:35am. 

Bob stated that Chris Beltz does not have any time left so he should not receive any more 

compensation from the County until he earns more days. 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk ________________________________ Dave Bozone, 

Chairman 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

FEBRUARY 6, 2012 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with all members present. Also 

present were Bob Johnson, County Counselor, Pam Bensel, County Clerk and RoGlenda Coulter, 

Hugoton Hermes. Dave called the meeting to order. Dave moved to approve the minutes of the 

last meeting. Jim seconded. Motion carried. Gary moved to approve the county vouchers. Jim 

seconded. Motion carried. The clerk was instructed to draw warrants on the Treasurer chargeable 

to the various funds of the county for the following amounts: 

 

General…………………………….….…..699,434.33 

Road & Bridge……………………….…...215,250.31 

Fair…………………………………...…….62,125.00 

Airport…………………………………..…21,611.96 

Services for Elderly……………….…….…97,015.00 

Building…………………………..………381,662.62 

Employees Benefit……………...…………23,482.88 

Noxious Weed…………………...……...…14,173.29 

Hospital Maint……………………….…1,050,000.00 

Alcoholic Treatment…………………..………237.50 

Community Health……………….…..........45,623.91 

Employee’s P/R Misc W/H………………...…101.90 

 

Guy Rowden came in to discuss changing part of the sound system and getting the micro jacks 

on the stage fixed in the Memorial Hall. The other items were a microphone headset and cassette 

player.  

 



Dave moved to allow Guy to get someone to fix the micro jacks and purchase the other items 

needed. Gary seconded. Motion carried. 

 

Guy said he talked to Danny Gerrond with USD 210 school districts about the needles on the 

trees, east of the courthouse, falling on the playground at the school. He asked about cutting 

down the trees or possibly the school putting a solid ground format for the playground. The 

Commissioners said that cutting the trees down is not an option. 

 

Guy informed the Commissioners that the doorway between the Memorial Hall kitchen and the 

room where the tables are has tiles broken. When the table rack is brought through the door it 

hits the tiles and they break. Guy asked if he could get the Road and Bridge guys help him fix a 

metal piece to fit across the doorway to protect the tiles. The Commissioners agreed that he 

could check with the Road and Bridge. 

 

Guy asked if Mario could turn in laundry expense for washing the mop heads and the Memorial 

Hall towels or check with Western Uniforms for prices. 

 

Guy asked if Mario could get a professional to come in once a year to clean the carpets in the 

Memorial Hall. The Commissioners thought that would be a good idea. 

 

Dave moved to go into executive session for non elected personnel for 20 minutes from 9:10am 

to 9:30am with County Counselor, Robert Johnson. Jim seconded. Motion carried. No action 

taken. Meeting reconvened at 9:30am.  

 

Tony McBride came in to give an update on the Pioneer Manor project.  

 

Tony informed the Commissioners that the person doing the landscape drawings for the Pioneer 

Manor will be in town on Saturday, February 11, 2012 for a meeting. 

 

Tony brought in a quote in the amount of $10,636.79 from Fox Roofing for gutter and 

downspouts for the Pioneer Manor. 

 

Dave moved to approve the quote in the amount of $10,636.79 from Fox Roofing for gutter and 

downspouts for the Pioneer Manor. Gary seconded. Jim voted no. Motion carried. 

 

J C Cantrell came in to give updates on the Road and Bridge Department. 

 

J C updated the Commissioners about the road south of Road K on Road 6. He went to check and 

they are still working on the road. 

 

J C informed the Commissioners about a federal mandate requiring all road signs needing to 

have 6” letters. He has the signs ordered and the cost will be $27,000.00. 

 

Ted Heaton checked in and reported everything is good in the Sheriff’s Department. 

 

Barry Ungles from Ulysses came in to discuss the Dirtona Race Track. He asked if the County 

could grade the road going into the pit area, weed control, mowing and have some crushed 

asphalt put into the pit area. He told the Commissioners when the races were going to be this 

year and the plans the committee had for improvement. The Commissioners said J C Cantrell and  

Gene Leonard would need to be notified. 

 

Jack Rowden, Hugoton City mayor, and Kim Harper, Hugoton City councilman, came in to 

inform the Commissioners of the city’s intentions on closing Washington Street and First Street 

to all trucks passing thru town. They will require them to stay on the State Highways or take the 

truck route on the west side of town. 

Jack and Kim inquired if the Commissioners were still planning on a truck route on the east side 

of town. 

Rachel Crane and Linda Stalcup with Stevens County Hospital/Pioneer Manor brought in a start 

up list for the Pioneer Manor for when they move the residents in. Rachel gave the 

Commissioners a list of items to finish supplying the four households being a cost of $84,671.28. 

Rachel also asked if they could have a key card system on the door at the north end of the west 

side of the building. for health issues. The employees will take the trash outside at the north end 

of the building for health reasons.  

 



Linda Stalcup informed the Commissioners about bids on the cost for getting the switches, call 

systems, electric for cable and internet hooked up. 

 

Dave moved to approve the paying of items on the start up list in the amount of $84,671.28 to 

supply the four households before the Pioneer Manor residents move in. Gary seconded. Motion 

carried. 

 

Vince Mancini of Gibson, Mancini, Carmichael and Nelson Architects gave Pam Bensel, County 

Clerk papers to be signed for an energy audit on the Pioneer Manor when the project is 

completed at no cost to the county.  

 

Gary moved to allow the energy audit on the Pioneer Manor after the project is completed at no 

cost to the county. Dave seconded. Motion carried. 

 

Dave moved to approve the 2011 encumbrance letter from Robert Rich for the Wellness Center 

in the amount of $15,213.33. Gary seconded. Motion carried. 

 

Christian Knipp with Trane, Brett Miller, salesperson for Trane, Dwayne Vaughn, engineer and 

Vic Runer with Alert Roofing came in with Ashley Fiss to discuss the roof on the courthouse and 

memorial hall and the heating and air conditioning situation. Each of these gentlemen explained 

what they felt could be done to fix the problem. No decisions were made at this time. 

 

Ashley Fiss updated the Commissioners on some of the other County projects, such as: 

remolding of the old Pioneer Manor and the landscaping of the New Pioneer Manor. 

Rob Heger and Ryan Hamlin came in to talk about laying a line for WTG in the County’s right 

of way along Road 24. 

 

Gary moved to allow the line to be laid in the County’s right of way. Jim seconded. Motion 

carried. 

Bob informed the Commissioners that he has a proposed contract from Faulkner Real Estate 

requesting 6% of the sale price for the quarter of land being NE 2-31-39. 

Commissioners instructed Bob to contact Faulkner Real Estate to continue with the sale. 

 

The Commissioners and Bob discussed having liquor by the drink on the ballot to be voted on. 

 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk _______________________________ Dave Bozone, 

Chairman 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

FEBRUARY 21, 2012 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with all members present. Also 

present were Bob Johnson, County Counselor, Pam Bensel, County Clerk and RoGlenda Coulter, 

Hugoton Hermes. Dave called the meeting to order. Gary moved to approve the minutes of the 

last meeting. Jim seconded. Motion carried. Gary moved to approve the county vouchers. Jim 

seconded. Motion carried. The clerk was instructed to draw warrants on the Treasurer chargeable 

to the various funds of the county for the following amounts: 

 

General…………………………….….…..26,713.11 

Road & Bridge……………………….…...15,887.63 

Noxious Weed…………………...…....…...…731.99 

Community Health……………….…...........1,233.10 

Employee’s P/R Misc W/H………….……...…75.92 

Gary gave an update on the KAC legislative meeting that he attended. 

 

Bob Johnson informed the Commissioners that Kevin Cuccinelli chose not to continue the 

contract with the County to develop a trailer park east of town off of 1st Street. The contract 

states the $5,000.00 earnest money with Stevens County Title will revert back to the County.  

Dave moved to distribute the $5,000.00 earnest money with Stevens County Title back to the 

County. Gary seconded. Motion carried. 

 

Dave moved to go into executive session for non elected personnel for10 minutes from 8:55am 

to 9:05am with County Counselor, Robert Johnson. Jim seconded. Motion carried. Meeting 

reconvened at 9:05am. No action taken. 



Gary started the discussion of SB317 concerning property taxation which includes personal 

property and any taxable property. The bill allows firms to dismantle individual pieces of 

equipment to be exempt. 

 

Dave moved to go into executive session for attorney/client for 5 minutes from 9:25am to 

9:30am with County Counselor, Robert Johnson and J C Cantrell. Jim seconded. Motion carried. 

Meeting reconvened at 9:30am. No action taken. 

 

J C Cantrell asked to transfer the 2011 leftover monies of $350,000.00 from the Road and Bridge 

Fund to be split half and half between the Highway Improvement Fund and the Road Machinery 

Fund. 

 

Dave moved to allow J C to transfer the 2011 leftover monies of $350,000.00 from the Road and 

Bridge Fund to be split half and half between the Highway Improvement Fund and the Road 

Machinery Fund. Gary seconded. Motion carried. 

 

Dave reported on the Pioneer Manor landscape meeting. The bid package should be ready within 

two weeks but Tony McBride will let the Commissioners know when the bid drawings are ready. 

Eunice Schroeder, Charlotte Veatch, Robert Eyestone and Shelly Kurt with the Library Board 

came in to discuss the money that was set aside for the employees benefit part of the 2012 

Library budget. The amount for employees benefit will be short for the year because of a 

misunderstanding in the total budget amount. 

 

Tony McBride came in to discuss Revision #8 for the Pioneer Manor.  

Dave moved to accept Revision #8 for the Pioneer Manor. The revision consists of putting a key 

card reader at door #571 for $553.00, relocate fire alarm pull station from room #213 to room 

#200 for $360.00 and replace 31 mag locks on the doors to the courtyards for $9,328.00 for a 

total cost of $10,241.00. Gary seconded. Motion carried. 

 

Rodney Kelling brought a quote in the amount of $15,920.00 from Okie Extrication for a Jaws of 

Life system for Moscow Fire Department to utilize for accidents in that area of the county. The 

Moscow bequest fund has $9,700.00 and will need to take the remaining amount $6,220.00 out 

of the Fire Equipment fund. 

 

Jim moved to approve the quote from Okie Extrication in the amount of $15,920.00 for a Jaws of 

Life system for Moscow Fire Department to utilize for accidents in that area of the county.  

Rodney updated the Commissioners on the new fire truck that is on order. 

 

Rodney checked with Riley Chevrolet and Ghumm Auto for a used or new extended cab pickup 

with a long bed to be used as a rescue truck for the Fire/EMS Department. Rodney will get bids 

to bring in to the Commissioners meeting. 

 

Rodney informed the Commissioners that he will check with the Parsons Trust to see if they will 

pay to have lights and sirens on the new vehicle.  

 

Rodney reported that Ashley Fiss is going to present 2 or 3 of the smaller County projects in a 

bid package together to save money for the County Departments. 

 

Roger Lynch informed the Commissioners that KDHE has approved the RV Park for Jan 

Leonard and Tron Stegman, except for the trees. They will need to be bushes instead. 

 

Roger reported that a new business, Lakewood Design and Air Wind of Colorado, wants to put a 

wind tower on section 33-31-36 north of Moscow. The tower will be less than 200’ but Roger 

informed them what the County regulations were.  

 

Roger informed the Commissioners that he talked to Cornelius Neudorf with the Mennonite 

group and they will be building a school in the SE of NE 33-33-37 for the Mennonite children. 

Roger presented a copy of the State rules and regulations along with the planning and zoning and 

ADA regulations to Cornelius. 

 

Commissioners asked Tom Robb with Abengoa to come in and talk about the pilot program for 

payment in lieu of taxes. The Commissioners were informed that they might need to talk to Carl 

Lafoi, a representative of Abengoa from St Louis. Tom suggested calling Carl and inviting him 

to a Commissioner meeting. 

 



Jan Leonard with the Economic Development Board came in to discuss the Commissioners 

passing liquor by the drink for Stevens County. Bob Johnson said it has to be voted on by the 

people of Stevens County. There are two ways to have it put on the ballot: Commissioners can 

resolve to put it on or the Community hand carries a petition for signatures. 

 

Bob Johnson brought in the final protective covenants and restrictions for Blocks 2, 8, 9, 15, 16 

and 17 in the Pioneer Addition, in the City of Hugoton.  

 

Gary moved to approve the final covenants and restrictions for Blocks 2, 8, 9, 15, 16 and 17 in 

the Pioneer Addition, in the City of Hugoton and to set the cost at $2,500.00 per unimproved lot. 

Jim seconded. Motion carried. 

 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk _______________________________  `   

     Dave Bozone, Chairman 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

MARCH 9, 2012 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with Dave Bozone and Gary Baker 

present. Also present were Bob Johnson, County Counselor, Pam Bensel, County Clerk and 

RoGlenda Coulter, Hugoton Hermes. Dave called the meeting to order. Dave moved to approve 

the minutes of the last meeting. Gary seconded. Motion carried. Gary moved to approve the 

county vouchers. Dave seconded. Motion carried. The clerk was instructed to draw warrants on 

the Treasurer chargeable to the various funds of the county for the following amounts: 

General…………………………….….….. 268,549.52 

Road & Bridge……………………….…....161,570.08  

Airport………………………………………..5,343.49  

Building…………………………..…..……208,358.05 

Noxious Weed…………………...……....…11,213.42 

Alcoholic Treatment…………………..….……237.50 

Diversion…………………………….…………140.00 

Ambulance Bequest…………………….……….38.50 

Community Health……………….…...........39,438.56 

Airport Grants……………………………..…5,386.81 

Employee’s P/R Misc W/H…………………..…63.92 

Dean Banker with the City of Hugoton came in to discuss the water line meters on Cemetery 

Road. He said they will be changing the meters from Cemetery Road to Road 14 by Virgil Cox’s 

home. 

Greg Morris came in to ask where the sewer/water line is being put in at the Stevens Industrial 

Park. He asked to have the frontage road and sewer/water line to be put across the 5 acres he 

owns. 

Ted Heaton came in to update the Commissioners on the Sheriff Department. 

Alvin Riley with Riley Chevrolet Buick, Inc came in for Rodney Kelling, Emergency 

Management Director, with bids for a new or used EMS/Fire rescue pickup.  

 

2012 Chevrolet Silverado 4X4 Ext Cab 1LT $36,525.00 

3% Dealer Profit 1,095.75 

GM Invoice Pay 310 Amount 33,944.16 

Front Grille Guard Black 500.00 

Side steps 3’ Black Oval 375.00 

Less GM Bid Assistance -6,500.00 

Total $29,414.91 

2010 Chevrolet Silverado 4X4 Ext Cab with $22,000.00 

43,000 miles 1LT 

 

Dave moved to accept the bid from Riley Chevrolet Buick, Inc for the 2012 Chevrolet Silverado 

4X4 Ext Cab 1LT in the amount of $29,414.91. Gary seconded. Motion carried. 

 

Commissioners received a letter from the Library Board asking for the reappointment of Shelly 

Kurt to the Board.  

 

Gary moved to reappoint Shelly Kurt to the Library Board for a 4 year term starting May 1, 

2012. Dave seconded. Motion carried. 

 



The Commissioners and Bob Johnson were discussing the tax exemption for Great Plains Gas 

Impressions. Bob explained that the State Board of Tax Appeals only approved the exemption 

back to 2010. Gas Compressions is asking for an exemption in 2009 but the State Board of Tax 

Appeals did not approve the year of 2009 so the County can’t approve it. 

 

Dave reported on the meeting that he and Paula Rowden attended in Topeka. The meeting was 

for the Community Health being held accountable for Federal Grants.  

 

Maurice Gross came in to ask to lease the grassland owned by the County (SE 3-33-37 and NE 

10-33-37) to run cattle on. 

 

Tony Martin, Don Beasley, David Rome and Gary Gold with the Fair Board came in to present 

bids they received for a 40 X 60 building the Fair Board wants to add at the fairgrounds. Also 

present was Nate Wolters. The Board was asking for help with the cost of the building. 

 

The Commissioners informed the Fair Board they need to get sealed bids and have them sent to 

the County Clerk’s office to be opened at a regular Commissioner meeting. The Board agreed to 

send out for bids again and have them opened at the Commissioner meeting. 

 

Nate Wolters asked about the courthouse roof. He explained what different types of steps could 

be taken to repair or redo the roof.  

 

Marcus Howe, Amy Davidson and Lorie Christensen with the Moscow Recreation Board came 

in to ask for help with building a new bathhouse for the Moscow swimming pool. The Board 

brought in a bid of $252,000.00 from Allen Berges Construction of Satanta. 

 

Gary told Dave that he talked to Megan Sullivan about a therapy pool to use for patients. Megan 

said she found one for $117,000.00. 

 

Jan Leonard and Alfredo Don Juan came in to discuss having a special election for liquor by the 

drink. Bob informed him that the law states this has to be on the ballot during a General election.  

 

Gary moved to put liquor by the drink question on the General ballot in November, 2012. Dave 

seconded. Motion carried. 

 

Bob Johnson will prepare a resolution to put liquor by the drink on the General ballot in 

November, 2012. 

 

Dave moved to support the Fair Board in putting up a new building at the fairgrounds. Gary 

seconded. Motion carried. 

 

Gary moved to allow $50,000.00 be given to the Moscow Recreation Board toward a new bath 

house for the Moscow swimming pool. Dave seconded. Motion carried. 

 

Dave moved to accept option1 which includes 24 lots with the City of Hugoton doing the utility 

work and Stevens County Road Department doing the asphalt work. Gary seconded. Motion 

carried.  

 

Dave moved to accept the protective covenants and restrictions for Block 2, 8, 9, 15, 16 & 17 in 

Pioneer Addition in the City of Hugoton. Gary seconded. Motion carried. 

 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk _______________________      

     Dave Bozone, Chairman 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

MARCH 22, 2012 

Chairman Dave Bozone called a special meeting on March 22, 2012 with all members were 

present. Also present were Neal Gillespie, Kristin Farnum, Jack Rowden, Gary Rowden, Dean 

Banker and Tom Hicks.  

 

Gary moved to go into executive session to be on a conference call for trade secrets for 1 hour 

from 8:00am to 9:00am with Neal Gillespie, Kristin Farnum, Jack Rowden, Gary Rowden, Dean 

Banker and Tom Hicks. Jim seconded. Motion carried. Meeting reconvened at 9:00am. No 

action taken. 



By motion the Board adjourned. 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk _________________________      

     Dave Bozone, Chairman  

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

MARCH 26, 2012 

 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with all members present. Also 

present were Bob Johnson, County Counselor, Pam Bensel, County Clerk and RoGlenda Coulter, 

Hugoton Hermes. Dave called the meeting to order. Gary moved to approve the minutes of the 

last meeting. Jim seconded. Motion carried. Jim moved to approve the county vouchers. Gary 

seconded. Motion carried. The clerk was instructed to draw warrants on the Treasurer chargeable 

to the various funds of the county for the following amounts: 

General…………………………….….…..236,188.21 

Road & Bridge………………………...…...36,365.57 

Building………………………………….….9,702.30 

Noxious Weed…………………....…....…...…574.87 

Community Health……………….…............6,095.76 

Fire Bequest…………………………………9,700.00 

County Equipment………………….……….7,635.00 

Employee’s P/R Misc W/H………….…...…1,301.45 

 

Dave moved to go into executive session for trade secrets for 10 minutes from 8:50am to 9:00am 

with County Counselor, Robert Johnson. Gary seconded. Motion carried. Meeting reconvened at 

9:00am. No action taken. 

 

Pam Peachey and Christine Norton came in to ask to lease the grassland owned by the County 

(SE 3-33-37 and NE 10-33-37) for horses. Christine said they wouldn’t need that many acres but 

would lease part of the acres. 

 

Dave moved to go into executive session for non-elected personnel for 10 minutes from 9:12am 

to 9:22am with County Counselor, Robert Johnson and Ted Heaton. Jim seconded. Motion 

carried. Meeting reconvened at 9:22am. No action taken. 

 

J C Cantrell came in and informed the Commissioners that Dax Gaskill asks the County to build 

a road up to his house for a bus route. No decision was made. 

 

Tony Martin asked if J C could do the dirt moving work for the new building at the Fairgrounds. 

Tony Martin, Don Beesley and Rick Wolters came in for the opening of bids for the new 

building at the Fairgrounds. Two bids were received: 

Chamberlain Builders $26,442.00 

Wolters Construction $25,900.00 

 

After reviewing the bids and comparing them to the specifications in the request, the 

Commissioners decided on Chamberlain Builders. 

 

Dave moved to accept the bid from Chamberlain Builders in the amount of $26,442.00 with the 

contingent of June 16, 2012 as a completion date. Gary seconded. Motion carried. 

 

John Chamberlain agreed to the June 16, 2012 completion date. 

 

The Commissioners discussed the newspaper article last week and further discussed they had no 

intention of allowing a mobile homes park to be put in east of town off of 1st Street. They were 

unsure of where that issue came from. 

 

Neal Gillespie came in to discuss a residential incentive program through Economic 

Development. 

 

Bob Johnson is drafting a 5 year neighborhood revitalization plan for commercial/industrial use 

only, per the Economic Development Board recommendation. 

 

Neal informed the Commissioners that a hotel developer asked about IRB’s. Neal feels this is a 

positive movement and they discussed the issue. 

 



Ted Heaton brought T J Steers, an officer at the sheriff’s office, in to introduce him to all the 

Commissioners as the new Undersheriff. 

 

Tony McBride brought in landscape drawings for the new Pioneer Manor lawn to be approved 

for bid. They suggested two options for bid: all fescue grass with sprinkler system or fescue 

grass with sprinkler and the remaining lawn buffalo grass. 

 

Robert Rich presented the 2013 Wellness Center budget in the amount of $151,520.44. 

Robert asked if he could use part of the money that was allocated for 5 spin bikes to be used for 

3 spin bikes and a stair master.  

 

He asked about getting a jump box with the encumbered money. 

 

Dave moved to allow Robert to purchase a jump box from Academy with the encumbered 

money if there is any left. Gary seconded. Motion carried. 

 

Gary brought a pamphlet showing information about the therapy pool for the Commissioners to 

look at. 

 

Commissioners talked about the prices for the lots east of town at the Stevens Industrial lots. 

Suggested price was $6,000.00 for highway frontage lots and $4,000.00 for the second rolls of 

lots, they will discuss further at the next meeting. 

 

No decision for price of lots south of town in the Pioneer Addition. 

 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk _________________________      

     Dave Bozone, Chairman  

 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

APRIL 2, 2012 

 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with all members present. Also 

present were Bob Johnson, County Counselor, Pam Bensel, County Clerk and RoGlenda Coulter, 

Hugoton Hermes. Dave called the meeting to order. Gary moved to approve the minutes of the 

last meeting. Jim seconded. Motion carried. Gary moved to approve the county vouchers. Jim 

seconded. Motion carried. The clerk was instructed to draw warrants on the Treasurer chargeable 

to the various funds of the county for the following amounts: 

General…………………………….…..…..402,189.00 

Road & Bridge………………………....….114,083.62 

Airport……………………………………...52,288.49 

Building………………………………...…127,407.46 

Noxious Weed…………………....…..….…13,345.43 

Library…………………………………….107,093.00 

Alcoholic Treatment…………………………...237.50 

Community Health………………….….......23,440.82 

Employee’s P/R Misc W/H………….…...……..32.25 

County Equipment………………………….29,414.91 

 

The Commissioners discussed the covenants for the Stevens Industrial Park east of town. Bob is 

working on getting a set of covenants & restrictions drawn up. 

 

Ted Heaton brought in a bid from Riley Chevrolet Buick, Inc of Hugoton. 

 

2012 Chevrolet Silverado 4x4 Crew Cab with trade in 2008 Ford Crew Cab 4x4  

for a price of $16,421.01 

 

Gary moved to approve the bid from Riley Chevrolet Buick, Inc for the 2012 Chevrolet 

Silverado 4x4 Crew Cab with a trade in 2008 Ford Crew Cab 4x4 for a price of $16,421.01. Jim 

seconded. Motion carried. 

 

The Commissioners discussed prices for the lots in the Stevens County Industrial Park east of 

town. 

 



Gary moved that the front lots be priced at $6,000.00 per acre and back lots at $4,000.00 per acre 

with all lots paying extra for the gas specials which will be a onetime cost. Dave seconded. 

Motion carried. 

 

Neal Gillespie came in to inform the Commissioners that a business asked about getting 10 acres 

or more in the Stevens County Industrial Park area.  

 

J C Cantrell came in to discuss the road into Dax Gaskill’s home south of town. After looking at 

the situation, Dave didn’t feel it was necessary to put the road in. No decision made at this time. 

 

Gary moved to rescind the second half portion of the motion on February 21, 2012 stating the 

approval of the final covenants and restrictions for Blocks 2, 8, 9, 15, 16 and 17 in the Pioneer 

Addition, in the City of Hugoton and to set the cost at $2,500.00 per unimproved lot. Jim 

seconded. Motion carried. 

 

Jim moved to approve the cost of the Lots for Blocks 2, 8, 9, 15, 16 and 17 in the Pioneer 

Addition, in the City of Hugoton at $4,000.00 per unimproved lot plus any specials incurred at 

the time of sale. Gary seconded. Motion carried. 

 

Gary moved to go into executive session to discuss non- elected personnel for 14 minutes from 

9:46am to 10:00am with County Counselor, Robert Johnson present. Jim seconded. Motion 

carried. Meeting reconvened at 10:00am. No action taken.  

 

Rex Brower and Matt Esarey came in to discuss having a mud bog event during the Stevens 

County Fair this year. They would like to have the event at the north end of Lake Russell on the 

last Saturday of the Fair. Rex says they will be in charge of cleaning the area up before and after 

the event. 

 

Gary moved to approve the mud bog event. Jim seconded. Motion carried. 

 

Gary moved to lease the grassland owned by Stevens County (SE 3-33-37 and NE 10-33-37) for 

one (1) year at $1.00 a day per horse to Pam Peachey and Christine Norton. Jim seconded. 

Motion carried.  

 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk _________________________  

     Dave Bozone, Chairman  

 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

APRIL 2, 2012 

 

Chairman Dave Bozone called a special meeting on the afternoon of April 2, 2012 with all 

members present. Also present were County Counselor, Robert Johnson and County Clerk, Pam 

Bensel.Linda Stalcup, Rachel Crane and Trevor Mangels came in to present some issues with the 

new Pioneer Manor that showed up during a walk through. 

 

The Commissioners felt Trevor Mangels had more knowledge of the issues so they asked Trevor 

to present the issues to Tony McBride. 

 

Gary moved to go into executive session to discuss non- elected personnel for 6 minutes from 

1:24pm to 1:30pm with County Counselor, Robert Johnson and County Clerk, Pam Bensel 

present. Jim seconded. Motion carried. Meeting reconvened at 1:30pm. No action taken.  

 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk _________________________ 

      Dave Bozone, Chairman  

 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

APRIL13, 2012 

 

Chairman Dave Bozone called a special meeting on the afternoon of April 13, 2012 at 2:00pm 

with all members present. Also present was County Clerk, Pam Bensel. 

 



Tony McBride explained what stage the Pioneer Manor project is in. The Fire inspector came 

and everything is a go at this time. The inspection on the building-electrical and mechanical-is 

getting worked out with Vince Mancini. Tony explained that next week the training on the 

equipment with the workers will start.  

 

Tony McBride brought in one bid from Thomas Landscape from Liberal for the landscape 

project at the new Pioneer Manor. 

 

Charles Thomas with Thomas Landscape came in for the bid opening.  

 

The bid proposal from Thomas Landscape for irrigation system, drip irrigation, landscape 

installation, water feature, seed turf and sod turf per plans and specifications – price $207,809.00 

Alternate #1 change buffalo & native grass areas to Fescue turf with sprinkler system – add  

price to bid - $117,009.00 

 

Alternate #2 change 10 lb 1 gal switch grasses in island areas to seeding of those areas to prairie  

sky switch grass and shenandoah switch grass – subtract from bid - $15,000.00 

 

Commissioners discussed changes in the bid so Charles Thomas will present a new bid with the 

changes on the Monday, April 16, 2012 meeting. 

 

Dave moved to go into executive session for trade secrets for 25 minutes from 2:35pm to 3:00pm 

with Neal Gillespie present. Gary seconded. Motion carried. Meeting reconvened at 3:00pm. No 

action taken.  

 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk _______________________      

     Dave Bozone, Chairman  

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

APRIL16, 2012 

 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with all members present. Also 

present were Bob Johnson, County Counselor, Pam Bensel, County Clerk and RoGlenda Coulter, 

Hugoton Hermes. Dave called the meeting to order. Gary moved to approve the minutes of the 

last meeting. Jim seconded. Motion carried. Jim moved to approve the county vouchers. Dave 

seconded. Motion carried. The clerk was instructed to draw warrants on the Treasurer chargeable 

to the various funds of the county for the following amounts: 

 

General…………………………….…..…..144,125.93 

Road & Bridge………………………....…...23,157.83 

Building……………………………..…...…10,938.19 

Noxious Weed…………………......…..….…3,345.80 

Diversion……………………………..………...292.00 

Community Health………………….…….....2,063.50 

County Equipment………………..………….2,592.76 

Wekando……………………………….…….3,750.00 

Employee’s P/R Misc W/H……………………..64.50 

 

Dave moved to execute the petitions for utilities around the land at the new Pioneer Manor site. 

Gary seconded. Motion carried. 

 

Rodney Kelling came in with concerns on the scheduling of the on call shifts for the EMS 

department. He reported to the Commissioners that it is hard to find individuals to fill the 

daytime shifts. The evening and weekend shifts are easier to fill. 

 

Rodney informed the Commissioners there is a training session set for the fall to try and recruit 

more volunteers to help on the department. There could be a possibility of this department 

becoming full time in the future. 

 

Rodney asked if he could be on the Kansas Incident Management Team. He needs a contract 

signed and a letter of approval from the Commissioners.  

Gary moved to approve Rodney Kelling to be on the Kansas Incident Management Team. Jim 

seconded. Motion carried.  

 



Dax Gaskill came in to discuss putting a road up to his feed yard and trucking business. The road 

would be between Road J and Road K off of Road 13 west. 

 

Dax asked if J C Cantrell could help with building the road and then he would maintain it. 

Dave moved to have Road and Bridge department build a road to the feed yard and trucking 

company but County not responsible for maintaining it. Gary seconded. Motion carried.  

 

Gary moved to go into executive session for non elected personnel for 10 minutes from 9:25am 

to 9:35am with County Counselor, Robert Johnson present. Dave seconded. Motion carried. 

Meeting reconvened at 9:25am. No action taken.  

 

Dave moved to go into executive session for attorney/client for 10 minutes from 9:40am to 

9:50am with County Counselor, Robert Johnson present. Gary seconded. Motion carried. 

Meeting reconvened at 9:50am. No action taken.  

 

Dave Bozone adjourned the Commissioners meeting at 9:50am so the Commissioners could 

listen to a special announcement in the Memorial Hall.  

 

Dave Bozone called the Commissioners meeting back to order at 11:00am. 

 

Dave moved to go into executive session for attorney/client for 5 minutes from 11:10am to 

11:15am with County Counselor, Robert Johnson present. Gary seconded. Motion carried. 

Meeting reconvened at 11:15am. No action taken.  

 

Ron Martin, Ralph Stoddard and Ryan Martin came in to inquire about purchasing land in the 

Stevens County Industrial Park being the NW of SE15-33-37.  

 

Ron asked about having the contractor to continue putting the water line down the west side of 

the section along Cemetery Road.  

 

Dale Noyes and Brian Noyes came in to ask to purchase a frontage lot in the Stevens County 

Industrial Park area. 

 

Dave moved to go into executive session for land acquisition for 14 minutes from 11:46am to 

12:00pm with County Counselor, Robert Johnson and Dr Kevin Cuccinelli present. Jim 

seconded. Motion carried. Meeting reconvened at 12:00pm.  

 

All Commissioners were in mutual agreement. Gary moved to give the earnest money of 

$5,000.00 back to Dr Kevin Cuccinelli. Jim seconded. Motion carried. 

 

Tony McBride and Charles Thomas came in to present the new bid proposal for the landscape 

project for the new Pioneer Manor. Linda Stalcup, Rachel Crane and Celain Baker were also 

present. 

 Option #1 original plan – fescue sod, irrigation, drip irrigation buffalo-seed, native grass-

 seed 

 Option #2 everything fescue sod and irrigation 

 Option #3 fescue seed, irrigation inside street and parking, buffalo-seed west and south 

 

Commissioners discussed the options and decided to take Option #2 with revisions. Thomas 

Landscape will begin approximately in 45 days with a 1 year warranty on all irrigation  

Dave moved to accept Option #2 as modified which changed to fescue seed and irrigation for a 

price of $244,418.00. Gary seconded. Motion carried. Jim voted no. 

 

Dean Banker came in to explain about the water line at the Stevens County Industrial Park. Dean 

says that Middlecreek Corporation will extend the water line north 1645’ at a cost of $38,751.25.  

Ashley Fiss came in to discuss the different projects she has started for the County. Ashley 

informed them the old Pioneer Manor/Community Health project will go for bid; the EMS 

building bathroom is waiting for bid and the Courthouse re-roof and heating/air project is put on 

hold at this time. 

 

Gary moved to accept the contract from Faulkner Real Estate to sell County land-NE 2-31-39 for 

a price of $650.00 an acre. Jim seconded. Motion carried.  

 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk __________________________  



     Dave Bozone, Chairman  

 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

APRIL25, 2012 

 

Vice Chairman Jim Bell called a special meeting on the evening of April 25, 2012 at 6:00pm 

with members Jim Bell and Gary Baker present. Also present was County Clerk, Pam Bensel, 

Neal Gillespie and Roger Lynch. 

 

Gary moved to go into executive session for trade secrets on real estate for 10 minutes from 

6:00pm to 6:10pm with Neal Gillespie present. Jim seconded. Motion carried. Meeting 

reconvened at 6:10pm. No action taken. 

 

Gary moved to allow zoning changes for a 20 acre tract in the Stevens County Industrial Park, 

east of town, from agricultural to heavy industrial. Jim seconded. Motion carried. 

 

Jim signed the contract with the City of Hugoton, on behalf of the Commissioners, to allow 

zoning changes for the 20 acre tract from agricultural to heavy industrial and Pam Bensel 

notarized the document. 

 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk ________________________  

     Dave Bozone, Chairman  

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

MAY 7, 2012 

 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with all members present. Also 

present were Bob Johnson, County Counselor, Pam Bensel, County Clerk and RoGlenda Coulter, 

Hugoton Hermes. Dave called the meeting to order. Gary moved to approve the minutes of the 

last meeting. Jim seconded. Motion carried. Jim moved to approve the county vouchers. Gary 

seconded. Motion carried. The clerk was instructed to draw warrants on the Treasurer chargeable 

to the various funds of the county for the following amounts: 

General…………………………….…..…..244,361.88 

Road & Bridge……………………….....….149943.65 

Airport………………………………………..5,343.49 

Building……………………………..…......911,206.11 

Employees Benefit……………………..…….1,378.99 

Noxious Weed………………….......…….…14,106.63 

Road Machinery……………………………..69,730.00 

Alcoholic Treatment………………………...….237.50 

Diversion……………………………..….……...980.61 

Community Health………………….……....34,986.04 

County Equipment………………..……...….12,136.08 

Airport Grants…………………………….....17,058.24 

Employee’s P/R Misc W/H………….…………..64.50 

Ron Martin and Ralph Stoddard came in to look at the plat for the Stevens County Industrial 

Park area. Ron asked to see the preliminary map showing the dairy factory with the proposed 

cheese plant. Pete Earles is working on the preliminary map and will email it to the County 

Clerk’s office.  

 

Ted Heaton came in to update the Commissioners on the Sheriff’s Department. 

 

J C Cantrell and Pete Earles came in to discuss the frontage road at the Stevens County Industrial 

Park area. He said the corners need to have more room to allow the trucks to turn onto the road.  

Pete Earles discussed the state laws and regulations for the roads and turns for trucks. 

Sherri Martin with Soil Conservation came in to present the 2013 Soil Conservation budget in 

the amount of $32,020.00. 

 

Nancy Honig, Joshua Morris and Ben McClure came in to present the 2013 Extension Council 

budget in the amount of $240,500.00 and the 2013 4-H building budget in the amount of 

$13,500.00. 



 

Gary moved to approve Resolution 12-02 requesting an election to determine whether the sale of 

alcoholic liquor by the individual drink in Stevens County shall be allowed in public places 

without a requirement that any portion of their receipts be from sales of food. Jim seconded. 

Motion carried. 

 

Gary moved to approve Resolution 12-03 to amend resolution 08-07 stating the County has 

agreed to extend the time for Abengoa Bioenergy Biomass of Kansas LLC or any of its affiliates 

(Abengoa) to complete construction from 2013 to September, 2015. Jim seconded. Motion 

carried.  

 

Gary moved to approve Resolution 12-04 granting Abengoa and/or Abengoa Bioenergy Biomass 

of Kansas, LLC access to county right-of-way for installation of an electric utility extension in 

section eight (8), township thirty-three (33) South, range thirty-seven (37) West, Stevens County, 

Kansas. Jim seconded. Motion carried. 

 

Jim Karlan and Leslie Bissell came in to present the 2013 Southwest Guidance Center budget in 

the amount of $49,640.00.  

 

Rex Brower came in to discuss the insurance coverage for the mud bog event set at fair time.  

Tony Martin will get extra insurance coverage for the event. Bob Johnson will check with Tom  

Job of KCAMP about insurance coverage through the county for the spectators. 

Rex asked about putting up no dumping signs and a curfew for motorist vehicles at the Lake 

Russell area. 

 

Commissioners decided to change the May 21, 2012 meeting to May 25, 2012. 

 

Rachel Crane and Linda Stalcup came in and asked where the landscape bills for the Pioneer 

Manor are to be taken to be paid. 

 

Linda informed the Commissioners that the Pioneer Manor open house for the community is 

going to be Wednesday, July 11, 2012. 

 

Linda was talking about using the South end of the old Pioneer Manor for the physical therapy 

building. She talked about having a therapy pool or lap pool. 

 

Neal Gillespie came in and talked about the KDOT conference call. He discussed KDOT helping 

with a possible 4 lane highway going further out east of town. 

 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk _________________________      

     Dave Bozone, Chairman  

 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

MAY 25, 2012 

 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with all members present. Also 

present were Bob Johnson, County Counselor and Pam Bensel, County Clerk. Dave called the 

meeting to order. Gary moved to approve the minutes of the last meeting. Dave seconded. 

Motion carried. Jim moved to approve the county vouchers. Gary seconded. Motion carried. The 

clerk was instructed to draw warrants on the Treasurer chargeable to the various funds of the 

county for the following amounts: 

 

General…………………………….…....…..171,796.31 

Road & Bridge……………………….......….23,852.40 

Building…………………………….…....…..87,576.82 

Noxious Weed…………………....…….….……965.96 

Ambulance Bequest..............................................408.08 

 Community Health…………………………....2,451.00 

Fire Bequest……………………………….…..1,862.92 

Employee’s P/R Misc W/H……………..….…….96.75 

Mark Hinde and Verleen Hancock with Southwest Developmental Services, Inc from Garden 

City presented the 2013 budget in the amount of $36,821.00. 

 



Rebecca Clancy with Russell Childhood Development Center from Garden City presented the 

2013 budget in the amount of $24,500.00  

 

Dave moved to go into executive session for non elected personnel for 10 minutes from 9:15am 

to 9:25am with County Counselor, Robert Johnson present. Jim seconded. Motion carried.  

Meeting reconvened at 9:25am. No action taken. 

 

J C Cantrell came in to discuss the road at the Stevens County Industrial Park area. The approach 

is now in.  

 

Dave moved to go into executive session for non elected personnel for 10 minutes from 9:30am 

to 9:40am with County Counselor, Robert Johnson and J C present. Gary seconded. Motion 

carried. Meeting reconvened at 9:40am. No action taken. 

 

Gene Leonard presented the 2013 Noxious Weed budget in the amount of $233,265.00, the 2013 

Solid Waste budget in the amount of $286,520.00 and the 2013 Rodent Control budget in the 

amount of $1,700.00. 

 

Paula Rowden presented the 2013 Community Health budget in the amount of $509,604.00. 

Paula discussed some 2013 prospective programs she would like to add for services to the 

community. 

 

Gary asked about the KDHE-environmental health going through the Community Health office. 

Paula would be in favor of supporting that decision if they choose to do that. 

 

Tom Fuhrmann sent an email defending his way of appraisal to Bob Johnson then Bob sent it to 

the Commissioners to read. They discussed the email then decided to have Tom Fuhrmann come 

to the next meeting on June 4, 2012. 

 

Gary Mostrom and Neal Gillespie came in to discuss the covenants and restrictions for the 

Stevens County Industrial Park area. 

 

Eunice Schroeder, Charlotte Veatch and Robert Eyestone presented the 2013 Library budget in 

the amount $451,758.50. Eunice presented a separate budget for the 2013 employees benefit in 

the amount of $82,221.19. 

 

These 2013 budgets were presented to the Commissioners to look at before budget time: GIS, 

Appraisal, Register of Deeds and Treasurer 

 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk __________________________  

     Dave Bozone, Chairman  

 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

JUNE 4, 2012 

 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with all members present. Also 

present were Bob Johnson, County Counselor, Pam Bensel, County Clerk and RoGlenda Coulter, 

Hugoton Hermes. Dave called the meeting to order. Gary moved to approve the minutes of the 

last meeting. Jim seconded. Motion carried. Jim moved to approve the county vouchers. Gary 

seconded. Motion carried. The clerk was instructed to draw warrants on the Treasurer chargeable 

to the various funds of the county for the following amounts: 

 

General…………………………….…....…..194,286.73 

Road & Bridge………………………........…138,708.35 

Airport…………………………………..……..5,343.49 

Building…………………………….....…........89,942.93 

Noxious Weed………………….......…...…..…9,399.72 

Alcoholic Treatment…………………….…......….237.50 

Community Health…………….……...….…....24,857.17 

Wekando……………………………….……...3,750.00 

911 E Wireless…………………………....……8,834.00 

Employee’s P/R Misc W/H………………....….…..32.25 

 



Wayne Tate came in on behalf of Greg Morris. Greg Morris is asking for 2 entrances on the 

North, East and South sides into the 4.8 acre tract of the SE corner of SE 15-33-37 in exchange 

for signing over right of way to the County. 

 

Tony Martin and David Rome presented the 2013 Fair budget in the amount of $125,550.00. 

Tony informed the Commissioners that the new building and concrete at the Fairgrounds were 

finished. The City of Hugoton is still working on the utilities. 

 

Bob Johnson explained that Tom Job with KCAMP says the insurance only covers liability and 

buildings on the Fairgrounds. The mud bog would not be covered by the County’s insurance. 

Tony Martin informed the Commissioners that he had been inducted into the Kansas Fair and 

Festival Hall of Fame. He and his father, Jack Martin have been the only father/son induction to 

this Hall of Fame.  

 

Dale Noyes came in to ask if he could change lots to buy for his business. He asked to buy Lot 4 

Block 1 in the Stevens County Industrial Park. 

 

J C presented the 2013 Road and Bridge budget in the amount of $3,842,761.00. 

 

J C informed the Commissioners they were starting to work on Road 20 from Road D through 

Road J. 

 

J C presented a cost of $76,239.75 for the roads at the Stevens County Industrial Park. 

 

Dave moved to appoint Jeanine Lamatsch for the Cimarron Basin Community Corrections 

Advisory Board for Stevens County to replace Sue Hagman. Gary seconded. Motion carried. 

Bob Johnson discussed the petitions for the Pioneer Manor street improvements and method of 

assessment. 

 

Dave moved that the county bear the cost to the middle of the road on the west and south side of 

the Pioneer Manor and the road improvements. 

 

Rodney Kelling presented the 2013 EMS budget in the amount of $198,500.00, the 2013 Fire 

budget in the amount $179,200.00 and the 2013 Civil Defense budget in the amount of 

$2,500.00. 

 

Rodney informed the Commissioners that Ashley Fiss discussed combining the EMS office 

building and Fire Department to one generator hook up and replacing the 3 present breaker boxes 

into 1 box to help set up the office as an EOC center in case of a catastrophe.  

 

Commissioners said that Ashley could bid this project as an option with the EMS bathroom bid. 

Rodney suggested having a firework ban for outside the city limits of Hugoton City and Moscow 

City. Commissioners tabled this discussion until the next meeting on June 18th, 2012. 

 

Rodney asked to increase: Base call out for transfers from $350.00 to $450.00 

ALS transfers (nurse and/or physical therapist on board) to $550.00 

Mileage from $6.00 to $8.00 

 

Dave moved to accept the new increase for the rate charges and mileage on transfers. Gary 

seconded. Motion carried. 

 

Rodney asked for new defibulators to put in the 2013 budget for the EMS Department at an 

approximate cost of $100,000.00. 

 

Rodney asked for an increase in wages for the EMS and Fire Department employees.  

 

Commissioners will decide at the budget workshop for raises in the year 2013. 

 

Ted Heaton presented the 2013 Sheriff budget in the amount of $1,523,394.35. 

 

Vicki Hubin with Western KS Child Advocacy Center came in to explain what their program 

does for Stevens County. Ted Heaton came in support of the program. Ted said he very pleased 

with what the program does and helps the law enforcement out tremendously. The program is 

supported by pledges from each County. 

 



Commissioners will discuss the pledge amount at the budget workshop.  

 

Dave moved to put an ad in the paper to thank these Stevens County employers-Exxon Mobil, 

Ghumm’s Auto, City of Hugoton, Great Plains Gas Compression, Hugoton Schools and 

Abengoa- for allowing their employees to serve on the EMS/Fire Department during work hours. 

Gary seconded. Motion carried. 

 

Linda Stalcup and Dave Piper presented the 2013 Hospital budget in the amount of 

$$2,400,000.00. 

 

Linda informed the Commissioners there is a leak in the Pioneer Manor roof. Linda said she was 

sending a letter to the project engineer. 

 

Stanley McGill and Gladys Renfro presented the 2013 Historical Museum budget in the amount 

of $97,000.00.  

 

Tom Fuhrmann and Terry Lawhon presented the 2013 Appraisal budget in the amount of 

$272,036.00. 

 

Tom explained the papers he sent on the multi county comparison of natural gas valuation 

procedures. He talked about his valuation methodology used in valuing gas properties in 

Southwest Kansas. Tom said he hasn’t heard from Property Valuation. 

 

Ron Martin, Ralph and Norma Stoddard, Gary Mostrom and Neal Gillespie came in to listen to 

the discussion on the SV Co Industrial Park covenants and restrictions. 

Gary moved to adopt the covenants and restrictions, as amended, for the SV Co Industrial Park. 

Jim seconded. Motion carried. 

 

Ralph and Norma Stoddard are still checking into buying some land on the Northwest end of SE 

15-33-37. 

 

Gary moved to sell a10 acre tract in the NW corner of the SE 15-33-37 for $2,500.00 an acre 

with the agreement of restrictions and easements. Jim seconded. 

 

Guy Rowden brought in a bid from L & L Electronics LLC of Satanta for microphones and other 

equipment for the Memorial Hall in the amount of 8,009.70. Guy says the Memorial Hall doesn’t 

need all of these items so he will order just the items necessary at an approximate cost of 

$1,800.00. Commissioners were in agreement with this amount. 

 

Kim Harper presented the 2013 Airport budget in the amount of $317,600.00. 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk ________________________      

     Dave Bozone, Chairman 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

JUNE 18, 2012 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with all members present. Also 

present were Bob Johnson, County Counselor, Pam Bensel, County Clerk and RoGlenda Coulter, 

Hugoton Hermes. Dave called the meeting to order. Dave moved to approve the minutes of the 

last meeting. Jim seconded. Motion carried. Dave moved to approve the county vouchers. Jim 

seconded. Motion carried. The clerk was instructed to draw warrants on the Treasurer chargeable 

to the various funds of the county for the following amounts: 

General…………………………….…....…..29,749.12 

Road & Bridge……………………….........248,583.04 

Building…………………………….............17,353.09  

Noxious Weed………………….......…....…22,720.79 

Community Health………………….….…....4,511.19 

Employee’s P/R Misc W/H…………….….…..106.87 

Dave discussed with the other Commissioners about the doors on the garage at the Pioneer 

Manor being too small and not deep enough to pull the ambulance or county van into for pick up. 



Neal Gillespie and Kristin Farnum presented the 2013 Economic Development budget in the 

amount of $90,304.90. 

J C Cantrell came in to discuss Road and Bridge business. He informed the Commissioners that 

they should finish Road D today. They will asphalt up to the Kansas/Oklahoma line. 

J C said Greg Kubin talked to him about fixing the air strip at Moscow. J C said the air strip is 

owned and maintained by the County. J C says the cost will be approximately $60,000.00 to 

$67,000.00. 

Jim moved to allow J C to fix the air strip at Moscow. Gary seconded. Motion carried. 

J C says they will be laying asphalt for a half mile stretch of Road Z, north of Riverbend Feeders. 

Rodney Kelling brought in information for power cots with power lift system for a one person to 

load. He asked to have money put in the 2013 EMS budget for 3 cots and power lift systems. The 

amounts would be $45,954.00 for cots and $71,850.00 power lift system with $1,000.00 to 

$2,000.00 for each installation. 

Rodney asked to have a County burn ban on fireworks with the allowance of the Hugoton and 

Moscow firework displays.  

Jim moved to have a County burn ban on fireworks with the allowance of the Hugoton and 

Moscow firework displays. Gary seconded. Motion carried. 

Hugoton City employees: Jack Rowden, Kim Harper, Wayne Tate, Gary Rowden, Dean Banker 

and Tom Hicks came in to discuss the right of way issues for electricity being laid to the Stevens 

County Industrial Park. Roger Lynch and Scott Spikes were also present. The project is being 

delayed because Scott Spikes and Mike Eshbaugh refuse to sign the right of way release for their 

property. 

Commissioners called Scott Spikes in to the meeting and asked if he would agree to the signing 

of the right of way. Scott checked with Kirk Spikes and they will agree to give right of way in 

exchange for City sewer. The County and City is still waiting for Mike Eshbaugh to sign. 

Teresa Colantonio, J C Cantrell and Roger Lynch came in to check on getting information for an 

easement to her property but the other owners will not give permission for the easement. 

Commissioners discussed the option for opening a road to allow access to the property. 

Jim moved to have Bob Johnson look into the details of opening the road. Bob will find out and 

email information to the Commissioners before next meeting. 

Tom Fuhrmann and Terry Lawhon came in to discuss the new values for 2012. 

Terry presented the 2012-2013 Real Estate contract for Landmark with Stevens County. 

Department of Property Valuation will reinstate the contract after it is signed and sent in to the 

Department of Property Valuation. 

Dave moved to accept and sign the 2012-2013 Real Estate contract for Landmark with Stevens 

County. Gary seconded. Motion carried. 

Hugoton City asked to have Stevens County pay ½ of the cost to extend the sewer line from the 

Stevens County Industrial Park to Scott and Kirk Spikes property. No decision was made at this 

time. 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk _____________________________    

     Dave Bozone, Chairman 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

JULY 2, 2012 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with all members present. Also 

present were Bob Johnson, County Counselor and Pam Bensel, County Clerk. Dave called the 



meeting to order. Dave moved to approve the minutes of the last meeting. Jim seconded. Motion 

carried. Gary moved to approve the county vouchers. Jim seconded. Motion carried. The clerk 

was instructed to draw warrants on the Treasurer chargeable to the various funds of the county 

for the following amounts: 

General…………………………….…....…..501,494.41 

Road & Bridge………………………...........144,598.64 

Fair…………………………………..……….62,125.00 

Airport………………………………..……....52,288.49 

Services for Elderly…………………………..97,015.00 

Building……………………………..............134,708.44  

Noxious Weed………………….......……...…12,571.15 

Library……………………………...……….107,093.00 

Hospital Maint…………………...………..1,050,000.00 

Highway Improvement………………...……258,030.11 

Alcoholic Treatment……………………………..237.50 

Community Health………………….......…....23,023.14 

Employee’s P/R Misc W/H…………….…....…..555.74 

Gary Baker informed the other two Commissioners that Shirley Kramer is resigning from the 

Hospital Board. They will be checking into appointing a new member for the board.  

Vince Mancini and Ashley Fiss came in to discuss the new Pioneer Manor project. Vince 

explained that the State Fire Marshall has agreed and approved all parts of the construction for 

the Pioneer Manor project.  

Vince discussed the change that needs to be made on the doors of the garage for the ambulance 

and Pioneer Manor van. Vince says their firm will take care of the cost for changes due to error 

on the architect plans. 

Vince says the cook tops meet requirements but they need to work on the location of the smoke 

detectors. 

J C Cantrell came in and says they are still repairing the asphalt machine. 

J C says he put culverts in the Stevens County Industrial Park, east of town. 

J C asked about giving 4 Road and Bridge employees a raise. 

Jim moved to allow a $1.00 an hour raise for the 4 Road and Bridge employees: Terry 

Lamberson, Bryce Peterson, Steve Campbell and Richard Clinesmith, starting next pay period. 

Dave seconded. Motion carried. 

Ashley Fiss talked to the Commissioners about the old Pioneer Manor (Community Health) and 

EMS bathroom projects. 

The Commissioners decided in would be more cost effective if the two projects were put 

together as one bid. 

Ashley explained the rules and regulations for the renovation of the asbestos at the old Pioneer 

Manor. 

Rodney Kelling came in to ask for a burn ban for all of Stevens County. 

Dave moved to approve a Resolution for a burn ban for all of Stevens County. Jim seconded. 

Motion carried. 

Bob Johnson will bring the Resolution to the next meeting to be signed. 

Gary Baker talked about having physical therapy set up on the south side of the old Pioneer 

Manor. He says Linda Stalcup needs to be involved in the project. 

Susan Schulte came in to discuss the county website. She asked if there was money in the budget 

to upgrade and maintain a new website. She feels the one we have works well and all entities in 

the county can be linked into the County’s website. 



Bob Johnson explained the process of opening a road. 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk ____________________________     

     Dave Bozone, Chairman  

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

JULY 11, 2012 

A special meeting was called by Dave Bozone at 11:00am on July 11, 2012 to discuss easement 

right of ways. Commissioner Dave Bozone, Gary Baker and Jim Bell were present. Also present 

was Pam Bensel, County Clerk and Neal Gillespie, Economic Development director.  

Dave moved to go into executive session for attorney/client privileges for 30 minutes from 

10:50am to 11:20am with Neal Gillespie present. Gary seconded. Motion carried. Meeting 

reconvened at 11:20am. No action taken. 

Dave moved to go into executive session for non elected personnel for 5 minutes from 11:22am 

to11:27am. Gary seconded. Motion carried. Meeting reconvened at 11:27am. No action taken. 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk __________________________     

     Dave Bozone, Chairman  

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

JULY 12, 2012 

A special meeting was called with the auditors at 8:00am on July 12, 2012 for an audit and 

budget presentation. Commissioner Dave Bozone, Gary Baker and Jim Bell were present. Also 

present was Pam Bensel, County Clerk.  

Theresa Dasenbrock and Charles Claar with Lewis, Hooper and Dick of Garden City explained 

the 2011 County audit and reviewed the 2013 County budgets with the Commissioners.  

The Commissioners had T J Steers come in to discuss the 2013 Sheriff budget. T J called Ted 

Heaton and Ted talked to the auditors and County Commissioners on the speaker phone. 

The Commissioners had Ted Heaton come in to discuss the 2012 Sheriff budget. 

The Commissioners had Linda Stalcup and Dave Piper come in to discuss the 2013 Hospital 

budget. 

The Commissioners had Eunice Schroeder, Bob Eyestone and Charlotte Veatch come in to 

discuss the 2013 Library budget. 

Gary asked the other two Commissioners to consider that the Library has given back a portion of 

the monies levied in the past years and paid part of the parking lot on the north side of the 

courthouse, when deciding on the 2013 Library budget.  

Dave moved to have the budget hearing on August 6, 2012 at 9:00am during the Commissioners 

regular meeting. Gary seconded. Motion carried. 

Gary moved to approve the 2013 proposed Stevens County budgets. Jim seconded. Motion 

carried 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk ________________________________ 

     Dave Bozone, Chairman 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

JULY 16, 2012 



The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with Jim Bell and Gary Baker 

present. Also present were Bob Johnson, County Counselor, Pam Bensel, County Clerk and 

RoGlenda Coulter, Hugoton Hermes. Jim called the meeting to order. Jim moved to approve the 

minutes of the last meeting. Gary seconded. Motion carried. Gary moved to approve the county 

vouchers. Jim seconded. Motion carried. The clerk was instructed to draw warrants on the 

Treasurer chargeable to the various funds of the county for the following amounts: 

General…………………………….…....…..24,772.79 

Road & Bridge………………………...........14,089.29 

Building……………………………..............13,027.22  

Noxious Weed………………….......…...…...…215.27 

Highway Improvement………………...……76,858.71 

Insurance Agency – Damages………………11,000.00 

Fire Bequest…………………………...……..8,500.00 

Community Health………………….............10,550.03 

County Equipment…………………………....7,236.62 

Employee’s P/R Misc W/H……………….....…..64.62 

Bob Johnson gave the Commissioners an affidavit for title departments to sign for the closing of 

the milk factory project. 

The Commissioners discussed the air conditioning system for the courthouse. No decision made 

at this time. 

Dale Noyes came in to discuss the covenants and restrictions for the Stevens County Industrial 

Park area. He had concerns about not being able to have farm equipment sitting out in the 

opening. He has a sprinkler business and he would have equipment sitting outside. The 

Commissioners explained what that particular section of the regulations meant. They assured 

him that his business would be fine. 

Bob reminded the Commissioners about the special assessments on the lots in the Stevens 

County Industrial Park. They will need to be assessed on the tax roll as the lots are sold. 

Connie Gold and Vanessa Willis came to the Commissioners meeting to talk about the special 

assessments on the lots. Pam Bensel will need to figure out the amount of cost for the water and 

sewer projects for these lots at the Stevens County Industrial Park. 

J C Cantrell came in to discuss the Road and Bridge projects. He says they are going to seal the 

road from the radio tower to the bridge on Road Y. 

Jim asked J C about the Seaboard trucks tearing up some of the County roads. J C said the trucks 

have damaged Roads 8, 9 and 12. Jim asked Bob to write a letter to Seaboard asking that the 

trucks be careful when traveling the roads. 

Ted Heaton came in to discuss the Sheriff’s office. Everything is going good at this time. 

Ashley Fiss reported to the Commissioners about talking to Meagan Sullivan and Linda Stalcup 

to get their ideas for the plans to remodel the south end of the old Pioneer Manor building for the 

Physical Therapy unit. 

Ashley says she has a bid from the company that will be removing the asbestos from the middle 

section of the old Pioneer Manor building. 

Rodney asked if he could ask for sealed bids on the technical rescue truck and the fire truck that 

burned.  

Gary moved to allow Rodney to get bids on the technical rescue truck and the fire truck that 

burned. Jim seconded. Motion carried. 

Commissioners asked Rodney about the status of the bathroom plans for the EMS building. He 

said Ashley Fiss is still working on the plans. 

Rex Brower and Matt Esarey came in to discuss the insurance policy with Musgrove Insurance 

Company for the mud bog event at Lake Russell for the Stevens County Fair on August 4, 2012. 



Rex says he still needs to talk to J C Cantrell about signs to put up at Lake Russell. 

Rex and Matt asked if some of the people coming for the event would be able to camp at Lake 

Russell the night before and after the event. The Commissioners told them to check with Ted 

Heaton so an officer could check on everything throughout the night.  

Rex said he would check if an officer could be there during the event, also. 

Bill Suddeth with the Moscow City Council came in to inform the Commissioners about a 

proposal the Moscow City Council had from BHC Rhodes Civil Engineers-Surveyors for 

surveying services – section corner control study in the City of Moscow, KS. The cost for the 

services will be billed on an hourly basis with a not to exceed amount of $5,000.00.  

Bill asked for financial help from the County.  

Gary moved to pay the cost of the surveying services up to $5,000.00. Jim seconded. Motion 

carried. 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk ________________________________ 

     Dave Bozone, Chairman 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

AUGUST 6, 2012 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with all members present. Also 

present were Bob Johnson, County Counselor and Pam Bensel, County Clerk. Dave called the 

meeting to order. Dave moved to approve the minutes of the last meeting. Gary seconded. 

Motion carried. Jim moved to approve the county vouchers. Gary seconded. Motion carried. The 

clerk was instructed to draw warrants on the Treasurer chargeable to the various funds of the 

county for the following amounts: 

General…………………………….…....…..255,181.47 

Road & Bridge………………………...........373,817.29 

Airport………..………………………………..5,343.49 

Building…………………….………...............85,832.94  

Employees Benefit………………………………100.00 

Employees Benefit (Library)…………………23,314.00 

Noxious Weed………………….......…...……31,064.25 

Highway Improvement……………….....……10,000.00 

Insurance Agency ……………………...……...5,645.00 

Alcoholic Treatment……………………………..237.50 

Diversion…………………………………….…1,316.12 

Fire Bequest…………………………...…….....2,054.04 

Community Health…………………................28,501.41 

Airport Grants……………………………….....5,496.81 

Employee’s P/R Misc W/H……………….....…..100.93 

Dave declared the Stevens County 2013 Budget hearing open at 9:00 a.m. After no response, 

Dave declared the hearing closed at 9:10 a.m.  

Gary moved to adopt the official 2013 Stevens County Budget. Dave seconded. Motion carried. 

Kristin Farnum and Debbie Nordling with Chamber of Commerce came in to discuss an 

electronic (LED) sign to help promote businesses and community functions. Debbie stated that 

the complete cost of the 8’ x 3’ sign would be $8,845.00 including installation. Debbie 

mentioned charging Chamber members and non-Chamber members a small price to use the sign 

for advertisement to help build revenue. 

Gary moved to allow the Chamber of Commerce to purchase the 8’ x 3’ electronic (LED) sign 

for $8,445.00 and include installation. Dave seconded. Motion carried. 

J C Cantrell came in to report on the Road and Bridge Department.  



J C said they were finished with the Moscow airport runway but there is another small strip that 

needs to be finished. 

Ted Heaton came in to report on the Sheriff’s Department.  

Ted informed the Commissioners that someone from the Wichita jail facility came down to 

check over the Stevens County jail facility. They were very impressed with the facility and said 

Wichita has more inmates that could be brought to the Stevens County facility. 

Ted informed the Commissioners that the Law Enforcement facility passed the state audit. 

Ted asked about a salary increase for himself. He compared his salary with some of the 

surrounding counties. 

Dave moved to increase Ted Heaton’s salary from $64,428.00 to $68,700.00 a year. This is the 

same pay rate as the Grant County Sheriff. Gary seconded. Motion carried. 

Rodney Kelling came in to open sealed bids for the 91 Chevrolet rescue ambulance. Donald 

Perry brought in a bid.  

Dave opened the bid from Donald Perry for the 91 Chevrolet rescue ambulance in the amount of 

$2,000.00. 

Jim moved to accept the bid Donald Perry for the 91 Chevrolet rescue ambulance in the amount 

of $2,000.00. Gary seconded. Motion carried. 

Rodney informed the Commissioners that the EMT classes that Joy Lewis is teaching will start 

September 17, 2012 thru March, 2012 on Monday and Wednesday nights. 

Dave moved to go into executive session for litigation for 30 minutes from 10:18am to 10:48am 

with Tom Fuhrmann and Terry Lawhon present. Gary seconded. Motion carried. Meeting 

reconvened at 10:48am. No action taken. 

Kim Harper with the Airport came in to have grant papers signed for tie downs at the Airport. 

Tony McBride came in to report on the Pioneer Manor. The overhead door in now in, parts of the 

landscaping will need to be replaced later in the fall, geothermal system needs worked on this 

fall, condensation issues in the ceiling and duct work needs fixed, roof leaks were fixed by Aqua 

Shield and the kitchen problems have been worked out. 

Tony will present the fire alarm system drawings and quotes to Commissioners by the middle of 

next week. 

Linda Stalcup, Meagan Sullivan and Ashley Fiss came in to discuss the physical therapy 

renovations at the old Pioneer Manor. 

Linda discussed transportation from the entrance of the Pioneer Manor to the Alzheimer unit and 

then the employees working in laundry could use the cart.  

Linda informed the Commissioners that home health would move from the Hospital over to 

where the physical therapy unit is at this time. 

Ashley Fiss had 2 quotes for the asbestos removal at the old Pioneer Manor building. She 

informed the Commissioners that the low bid was $103,824.00. 

Dave moved to instruct Ashley Fiss to get drawings for the south part of the old Pioneer Manor. 

Gary seconded. Motion carried. Jim voted no. 

Dave asked about discussing the prices on lots east of town.  

Gary moved to rescind the previous motion made on April 2, 2012 setting the prices of the lots in 

the Stevens County Industrial Park front lots $6,000.00 per acre and back lots at $4,000.00 

per acre with all lots paying extra for the gas specials which will be a onetime cost. 



Dave moved to set the prices of the lots in the Stevens County Industrial Park at $16,000.00 per 

acre for the front lots and back lots $12,000.00 per acre for improved lots including sewer 

and water specials. Jim seconded. Motion carried. 

Dave moved to pay for the Pioneer Manor sign out of the monies used for the building of the 

Pioneer Manor. Jim seconded. Motion carried.  

By motion the Board adjourned. 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk ________________________________ 

     Dave Bozone, Chairman 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

AUGUST 8, 2012 

A special meeting was called by Dave Bozone at 2:30pm on August 8, 2012 to discuss change 

order #9 to put ovens in at Pioneer Manor to meet fire code requirements. Commissioner Dave 

Bozone, Gary Baker and Jim Bell were present. Also present were Pam Bensel, County Clerk 

and Tony McBride. 

Dave moved to approve change order #9 to finish the work of putting ovens to meet fire codes. 

Gary seconded. Motion carried. 

Dave asked for discussion of the reconstruction of the old Pioneer Manor. Dave suggested going 

forward with Tony McBride as the construction manager for the project instead of a general 

contractor. Jim Bell asked for Tony McBride to bring in some more information before deciding. 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk ____________________________    

      Dave Bozone, Chairman  

BOARD OF CANVASSERS MEETING 

AUGUST 13, 2012 

The Board of Canvassers met at 9:00am to canvass the votes from the August 7, 2012, Primary 

Election. Present were Jim Bell, Gary Baker, Susan Schulte and Pam Bensel, County Clerk.  

There were 32 Provisional Ballots, 26 were counted and 6 were not counted because 4 people 

had not registered before, 1 no photo ID and 1 failed to sign the provisional envelope. These 

ballots did not change the outcome of the election of the first count.  

By motion the Board adjourned. 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk _____________________________     

     Jim Bell, Vice Chairman 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

AUGUST 20, 2012 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with all members present. Also 

present were Bob Johnson, County Counselor, Pam Bensel, County Clerk and Ruthie Winget, 

Hugoton Hermes. Dave called the meeting to order. Dave moved to approve the minutes of the 

last meeting. Jim seconded. Motion carried. Gary moved to approve the county vouchers. Jim 

seconded. Motion carried. The clerk was instructed to draw warrants on the Treasurer chargeable 

to the various funds of the county for the following amounts: 

General…………………………………....…..32,448.58 

Road & Bridge………………………..............27,875.75  

Building……………………………................30,063.39  

Noxious Weed………………….........……...…4,339.81 

Wellness Center Bequest……………………....1,179.61 

Ambulance Bequest…………………………...…..86.86 

Community Health………………….........…....5,448.18 



Fire Bequest……………………………..…….…..86.86 

Employee’s P/R Misc W/H…………….…....…....64.62 

Bob Wetmore with Great Plains Development, Dodge City, explained the projects, loans and 

grants available through Great Plains Developments list of programs. The membership dues for 

Great Plains development for 2012 are $1,052.80.  

Jim moved to approve the membership payment of $1052.80 for Great Plains Development. 

Dave seconded. Motion carried. 

Dave moved to go into executive session for pending litigation and attorney/client for 20 minutes 

from 9:10am to 9:30am with County Counselor, Robert Johnson present. Gary seconded. Motion 

carried. Meeting reconvened at 9:30am. No action taken. 

Dale Noyes came in to inform the Commissioners he needs a contract on Lot 4 Block 1 in the 

Stevens County Industrial Park. Bob Johnson said he will email it to him and the closing will be 

9-4-2012. 

J C Cantrell came in to give update on the Road and Bridge Department. 

Pete Earles with Earles Engineering presented plans on the sewer set up for the lots south and 

west of the Pioneer Manor. Pete says some of the lots will drain north and some will need to 

drain south. Pete suggested setting up a pond south of the Pioneer Manor at Main Street and 23rd 

Street. The dirt from the pond could be used to build up the 4000’ of road way. Pete will talk to 

Tom of Thomas Landscaping about shorting the irrigation lines on the east and west side of the 

Pioneer Manor. 

Gary moved to approve plans for the drainage pond presented by Pete Earles. Dave seconded. 

Motion carried. 

Ron and Cynthia Martin and Ralph and Norma Stoddard came in to find out what the legal was 

on the property they bought from the county. They were asking about the pipelines on the 

property. Pete Earles has map of pipelines on that quarter and will send a copy of the map to Ron 

Martin and Pam Bensel. 

Bob Johnson will get a final legal for the property and prepare the legal document. 

Ron asked about changing Cemetery Road to a different name. 

Ted Heaton came in to report on the Sheriff’s Department. 

Paula Rowden came in to update the Commissioners about the computer system for the WIC 

program needs a new program. 

Paula informed the Commissioners that she needs an electronic alarm device for the refrigerator 

for the vaccine program. 

Paula will call Nextech for more information and come back later in the day to answer some of 

the questions the Commissioners have. 

Dave moved to go into executive session for non elected personnel for 10 minutes from 11:03am 

to 11:13am with County Counselor, Robert Johnson present. Gary seconded. Motion carried. 

Meeting reconvened at 11:13am. 

Jim moved, as a special case according to the Stevens County Personnel handbook section E-6 

page 18, to allow Robert Rich to donate 80 hours to Pedro Sanchez, an employee of the Road 

and Bridge Department. This will be Pedro’s final pay check. Gary seconded. Motion carried.  

Gary explained about the property tax exemption on Machinery and Equipment he had learned 

from a KAC meeting in Topeka. He presented Senate bill 317 stating any personal property 

inside the buildings for businesses will be exempt if passed. 

Neal Gillespie came in and informed the Commissioners, due to some expenses running higher 

than expected, that Tim Gomez with the milk factory called to ask if the County could help with 

the cost of the asphalt for the parking lot. 



Gene Leonard informed the Commissioners that someone asked if he could grind some of the 

concrete, at the landfill, for the County for payment in receiving some of the concrete for 

himself. 

Dave asked Gene to check Road P for bindweed. 

Paula Rowden came back in to give answers on questions the Commissioners had earlier. The 

contract term on the security system on the refrigerators is for 5 years. 

Dave moved to go with the 60 mo/5 year term at $47.07 a month for the security system on the 

refrigerators and allow Paula to sign the contract with Nextech. Jim seconded. Motion carried. 

The Commissioners discussed having a construction manager for the renovation of the old 

Pioneer Manor instead of a general contractor. 

Dave moved to offer the construction manager position to Tony McBride, at the same price of 

4 ½%, for the renovation of the old Pioneer Manor. Gary seconded. Motion carried.  

Dave called the meeting back to order at 1:05pm. 

Dave moved to hire Ashley Fiss to continue with the drawings on the old Pioneer Manor - 

Community Health, Physical Therapy and EMS building restroom. She will check with Tony 

McBride and bring drawings to the next meeting. 

Jim moved to approve the membership payment of $1,052.80 for Great Plains Development to 

be paid out of the Economic Development incentive account. Dave seconded. Motion carried. 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk ________________________________ 

     Dave Bozone, Chairman 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

SEPTEMBER 4, 2012 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with all members present. Also 

present were Bob Johnson, County Counselor, Pam Bensel, County Clerk and RoGlenda Coulter, 

Hugoton Hermes. Dave called the meeting to order. Dave moved to approve the minutes of the 

last meeting. Jim seconded. Motion carried. Jim moved to approve the county vouchers. Gary 

seconded. Motion carried. The clerk was instructed to draw warrants on the Treasurer chargeable 

to the various funds of the county for the following amounts: 

General………………………………….....…..224,780.57 

Road & Bridge………………………...............121,018.85 

Airport……………………………………….…...5,343.49  

Building……………………………...................45,084.19  

Noxious Weed………………….........……......…9,490.55 

Alcoholic Treatment……………………………….237.50 

Community Health………………….........….....30,517.00 

Wekando………………………………………...3,750.00 

Employee’s P/R Misc W/H…………….…....……...64.62 

Janice Porter came in to observe the meeting. 

Gary Gold presented the closing statement for Lot 4 Block 1 in the Stevens County Industrial 

Park for Dale Noyes. Dave signed the statement to finalize the sale of the lot. 

Gary moved to go into executive session for pending litigation on Exxon Mobil for 22 minutes 

from 9:08am to 9:30am with County Counselor, Robert Johnson present. Dave seconded. Motion 

carried. No action taken. Meeting reconvened at 9:18am. 

J C Cantrell came in to update the Commissioners on the Road and Bridge Department. 

Dave moved to appoint Gary as the voting delegate for KAC with 1st Alternate – Dave and 2nd 

Alternate – Jim. Jim seconded. Motion carried. 



Gary moved to appoint Jim as the voting delegate for KCAMP with Dave as alternate. Dave 

second. Motion carried. 

Gary moved to appoint Dave as the voting delegate for KWORCC with Jim as alternate. Jim 

seconded. Motion carried. 

Loren VonLintel with Nextech came in to discuss the contract on the computers at the 

Community Health Department. 

Dave moved to go with the update on computers for the Community Health Department. Gary 

seconded. Motion carried. 

Ted Heaton came in to give update on the Sheriff’s Department. 

Dave moved to allow Bob to advise Attorney John Frieden from Topeka to represent the 

Commissioners for the KOTA tax appeals along with the other counties. 

Gary moved to adopt the holiday schedule as presented for 2013. Jim seconded. Motion carried.  

Debbie Nordling and Jodi Wacker with the Hugoton Chamber of Commerce came in to ask for 

$10,000.00 to help with the printing of a brochure about the Community. Debbie asked if she 

should continue with a larger scale of information about Stevens County. The Commissioners 

thought that would be a good idea. 

Ashley Fiss and Tony McBride came in with drawings of the old Pioneer Manor renovations for 

the Physical Therapy section. They presented the drawings and explained what materials could 

be used and what needed to be replaced. 

Ashley and Tony updated on the new Community Health section of the old Pioneer Manor. 

Ashley and Tony discussed the EMS bathroom project and the generator for the Fire/EMS 

building. 

Tony reported the final finishing of the new Pioneer Manor. 

Tony McBride and Charles Thomas came in to discuss the landscaping at the new Pioneer 

Manor. Charles says he will need to replace some of the trees, shrubs and plants but needs the 

temperature to be in the 70’s or 80’s. Charles will overseed the areas in the grass that need 

replaced. Charles explained that the maintenance will need to fertilize a little extra for 2 to 3 

years. Then Charles will top with cedar mulch. Charles feels at the end of October everything 

should be taken care of. 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk ________________________________ 

     Dave Bozone, Chairman 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

SEPTEMBER 17, 2012 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with all members present. Also 

present were Bob Johnson, County Counselor, Pam Bensel, County Clerk and RoGlenda Coulter, 

Hugoton Hermes. Dave called the meeting to order. Dave moved to approve the minutes of the 

last meeting. Gary seconded. Motion carried. Gary moved to approve the county vouchers. Jim 

seconded. Motion carried. The clerk was instructed to draw warrants on the Treasurer chargeable 

to the various funds of the county for the following amounts: 

General………………………………….....…..37,235.12 

Road & Bridge……………………….............340,951.69 

Building……………………………..................33,423.99  

Noxious Weed………………….........……..........…82.77 

Insurance Agency Damages…………………….1,515.60 

Community Health………………….........…......8,635.74 

Fire Bequest………………………………………...70.00 



Airport Grants………………………………...…1,845.02 

Employee’s P/R Misc W/H…………….….......…...64.62 

Janice Porter came in to observe the meeting. 

Bob Johnson informed the Commissioners that all the counties – Kearny, Grant, Morton, Haskell 

and Stevens – agreed to have John Frieden represent them in the Exxon Mobil tax appeal case. 

Bob will be working with John Frieden and the other counties to move forward.  

Tony McBride brought in the demolition bid plans for electrical, mechanical and asbestos then 

the demolition on the old Pioneer Manor. Tony says he will give the contractors two weeks to get 

the bid in. 

Dave moved to get bids on the electrical, mechanical and demolition on the old Pioneer Manor. 

Gary seconded. Motion carried. Jim voted no. 

Tony McBride says the low bid from ISI Environmental for the removal of the asbestos from the 

old Pioneer Manor should be between the Commissioners and ISI Environmental. 

Dave moved to accept the bid from ISI Environmental for the removal of asbestos at a cost of 

$87,824.00 with a proposed contingency fund for possible discovered friable or non-friable cat-II 

asbestos. Gary seconded. Motion carried. 

Tony McBride explained that the construction manager fee for the Pioneer Manor was 4 ½% but 

with a smaller job the cost would be more - 6 ½%. 

Gary moved to employ Tony as construction manager for the increase fee amount of 4 ½% to 6 

½%. Dave seconded. Motion carried. 

Kim Harper came in on behalf of the City of Hugoton to discuss the engineering study for waste 

– water lagoons. He asked if the County could help with the cost of the study being in the range 

of 

$46,200.00 to $67,700.00.  

Gary moved to help the City of Hugoton with ½ of the cost of a feasibility study consisting of an 

analysis of Hugoton’s existing wastewater treatment facility and existing influent pump station to 

meet Kansas Department of Health and Environment compliance requirements. This will be in 

the Stevens County Industrial Park and the cost of the study will be in the range of $46,200.00 to 

$67,700.00. Jim seconded. Motion carried. 

Neal Gillespie came in to ask if the Kansas Dairy Ingredients Plant could move the dirt off of the 

5 acre tract in the SE 15-33-37 that they bought to help build up the W/2 of Lot 7 and Lots 8 & 9 

in Block 2 of the Stevens County Industrial Park east of town. If they can’t do this then is there 

any other place to get dirt. 

Neal asked if the Dairy Plant could exercise the option to delay payment on the land till it gets 

started. 

Gary moved to allow the option and delay the payment on the land for approximately1 year until 

the closing. Jim seconded. Motion carried. 

J C Cantrell came in and asked if Pioneer Communications could put a telephone line on the 

County easement on the north side of the ditch in front of the frontage road along Highway 51 

east of town. Commissioners agreed to allow the telephone line. 

Ted Heaton came in to see if the Commissioners needed anything from him. Ted reported the 

Sheriff’s office is running smooth. 

Reece McDaniels came in with a complaint about a truck driver tearing up the street between 

16th Street and 17th Street in the Hugoton Industrial 2nd Addition. The truck driver, Frank 

Smith, turns down the alley with the semi truck and tears up McDaniels backyard fence while 

pulling into the alley to park at his house. J C Cantrell stayed for the discussion and reported that 

he had fixed the hole in the street 3 times. 



Gary moved to have Bob Johnson send a letter to Frank Smith about tearing up 16th Street and 

making holes in the road. Dave seconded. Motion carried. 

Pat LeClerc with Group Benefits showed the Commissioners the difference in the Health 

insurance updates. 

Carl Eyman with KWORCC came in to present a plaque to the Commissioners and update them 

on the outstanding claims for Stevens County. 

Loren VonLintel presented a 3 year contract with Nextech for the new technology service for the 

County Clerk, Appraiser, Treasurer and Community Health Department at a rate of $3,493.00 a 

month. 

Gary moved to accept the new 3 year contract with Nextech for the new technology service for 

the County Clerk, Appraiser, Treasurer and Community Health Department at a rate of 

$3,493.00 a month. Dave seconded. Motion carried. 

Gary Baker informed the other Commissioners that there is not a yard light at the AA building 

and someone fell and hurt themselves so since the County owns the property there needs to be a 

light put in. The City of Hugoton agreed to put up lights for $70.00 and a monthly fee of $5.00. 

Dave moved to have the City of Hugoton put up lights for $70.00 and a monthly fee of $5.00 at 

the AA building. Gary seconded. Motion carried. 

Dave moved to go into executive session for attorney/client for 5 minutes from 11:10am to 

11:15am with County Counselor, Robert Johnson present. Gary seconded. Motion carried. No 

action taken. Meeting reconvened at 11:15am. 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk ________________________________ 

     Dave Bozone, Chairman 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

OCTOBER 1, 2012 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with all members present. Also 

present were Bob Johnson, County Counselor, Pam Bensel, County Clerk and RoGlenda Coulter, 

Hugoton Hermes. Dave called the meeting to order. Dave moved to approve the minutes of the 

last meeting. Gary seconded. Motion carried. Jim moved to approve the county vouchers. Gary 

seconded. Motion carried. The clerk was instructed to draw warrants on the Treasurer chargeable 

to the various funds of the county for the following amounts: 

General………………………………….....…..204,307.67 

Road & Bridge………………………...............109,986.41 

Airport…………………………………………..52,288.49 

Building………………………………................50,768.23  

Noxious Weed………………….........……...........6,623.38 

Library…………………………………….…...107,093.00 

Alcoholic Treatment…………………………..……237.50 

Community Health………………….........…......32,118.71 

Airport Grants………………………………...….7,481.68 

Employee’s P/R Misc W/H…………….….......…...250.39 

Diversion………………………………………….5,000.00 

Rodney Kelling came in to ask for pay increases for the EMS and Fire Departments. 

Dave moved to allow pay increases for the EMS and Fire Departments starting January 1, 2013. 

Gary seconded. Motion carried. 

Rodney asked about trading 3 physio control lifepaks, lifepak 12Ac Power adapters and battery 

support system II totaling $7,000.00. Then get a quote for 3 new defibulators and accessories.  

Dave moved to allow Rodney to buy 3 new defibulators and accessories out of County 

Equipment fund with monies earmarked for EMS in the amount of $80,872.10 with $7,000.00 



credit for old 

defibulators. Jim seconded. Motion carried. 

Roger Lynch came in about the junkyards in Stevens County. He reported that Sabas Cerecero is 

in violation and will be rechecking on Jim French’s. 

Roger reported that the sign for Eagles RV Park has not been approved by KDOT so it may have 

to be removed. 

Roger reported that Abengoa’s septic tank is in and the lagoons will have to be approved by 

KDHE.  

Roger reported that the dirt work for the milk processing plant has started. 

Roger said there was a sewer system in the Brollier Addition in Moscow is being corrected. 

J C Cantrell came in to discuss the right of way at the Stevens County Industrial Park for the 

Pioneer Communication line. 

J C says there will need to be 4 culverts put in the Stevens County Industrial Park area. 

Gary moved to go into executive session for non elected personnel for 10 minutes from 9:45am 

to 9:55am with County Counselor, Robert Johnson and Pam Bensel present. Jim seconded. 

Motion carried. Meeting reconvened at 9:55am. No decision made. 

Ashley Fiss and Tony McBride came in with quotes to for the removal of electrical and 

mechanical system at the old Pioneer Manor before the removal of the asbestos. 

Quotes for electrical from: Hancock Electric, LLC $2,500.00 

Davis Electric $5,975.00 

mechanical from: Tatro Plumbing $3,675.00 

Lin Goode Co $1,200.00 

Central Air $5,230.00 

windows, glass blocks, Custom Renovations $12,680.00 

cabinets, roof edge, 

temporary walls & doors 

Tony said if the County will allow the demolition crew to sell the concrete and steel it would 

keep the bid down, plus no tipping fee at the landfill, for the demolition of the building. 

Gary moved to accept the low bids: Hancock Electric, LLC $2,500.00 

Lin Goode $1,200.00 

Custom Renovations $12,680.00 

Jim seconded. Motion carried. 

Tony presented 4 options on the physical therapy section of the renovation on south end of old 

Pioneer Manor. 

Gary moved to have bids for option 4 at an approximate cost of $250,000.00. Jim seconded. 

Motion carried. 

Dave moved to hire Wright Land Surveys LLC at a cost of $1,150.00 to provide elevations for 

the Stevens County Community Health Department/Physical Therapy/ EMS renovations design 

details. Jim seconded. Motion carried. 

Tony presented a revision on new Pioneer Manor project to have Tatro Plumbing install 1 water 

heaters in each Satellite kitchen at a cost for 4 water heater being $3,020.00 and Davis Electric 

install j-box under sink for the water heaters at a cost of $1,715.00. 

Gary moved to approve the revision on change order #10 for Tatro Plumbing and Davis Electric 

to install 4 water heaters and j-box under the sink for a cost of $4,735.00. Dave seconded. 

Motion carried.  



Ted Heaton checked in to see if the Commissioners needed anything. He said everything is going 

ok at the Sheriff’s department. 

Janet Smith came in to talk about her husband, Frank; driving his truck in and out of the alley 

into their driveway so there’s no damage to the road. The Commissioners said as long as the road 

is not torn up there will not be a problem with the County. 

Gary Baker reported on the KAC meeting that he attended. 

Pete Earles came in to discuss the Kansas Dairy Ingredients Plant.  

Pete discussed the City of Hugoton doing the curb and gutter and the County doing the dirt work 

and asphalt for the Stevens County Industrial Park. 

Neal Gillespie said that KDI needs more space at the City’s lagoon so the City may have to 

construct a new lagoon. It will take approximately 8½ acre surface for the lagoon.  

There are farmers interested in using the waste for irrigation. 

The City of Hugoton will be meeting on October 9th at 5:15 if the Commissioners are interested 

in attending. They will discuss the Kansas Dairy Ingredients Plants option of buying more land. 

Gary moved to approve putting in the (phone line) utility line at the Stevens County Industrial 

Park. Jim seconded. Motion carried. 

Jim Bell mentioned someone wants to purchase the wood fence on the west side of the old 

Pioneer Manor if the County is interested in selling it. Jim says Darroll Munson would pay 

$500.00 to purchase it. The Commissioners were in agreement to sell the fence to Darroll 

Munson. 

Dave moved to go into executive session for non elected personnel for 10 minutes from11:45am 

to 11:55am with County Counselor, Robert Johnson present. Gary seconded. Motion carried. 

Meeting reconvened at 11:55am.  

Jim moved to release Guy Rowden from his duties at the Stevens County Courthouse. Gary 

seconded. Motion carried. 

Bob Johnson was asked by the Commissioners to notify Guy Rowden. 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk ________________________________ 

     Dave Bozone, Chairman 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

OCTOBER 15, 2012 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with all members present. Also 

present were Bob Johnson, County Counselor, Pam Bensel, County Clerk and RoGlenda Coulter, 

Hugoton Hermes. Dave called the meeting to order. Dave moved to approve the minutes of the 

last meeting. Gary seconded. Motion carried. Gary moved to approve the county vouchers. Jim 

seconded. Motion carried. The clerk was instructed to draw warrants on the Treasurer chargeable 

to the various funds of the county for the following amounts: 

General………………………………….....…..44,852.01 

Road & Bridge………………………...............11,692.19 

Building………………………………..............21,485.23  

Community Health………………….........…....13,496.40 

Airport Grants……………………………….….3,144.57 

Employee’s P/R Misc W/H…………….….......…..64.62 

Janice Porter came in to observe the meeting. 

Ron and Cynthia Martin came in to discuss purchasing more land east of town in 15-33-37. They 

are interested in the 10 acres and possibly 15 acres more. 



Black Hills will put gas line in next to the high pressure gas line, if possible, across the road to 

the plant east of town. Dave says the Commissioners are not ready to sale any more land at this 

time. The Commissioners want to put in a sewer line along the high pressure gas line at a later 

date. 

Kansas Dairy Ingredients Plant wants a price on the remaining land in 15-33-37, of 

approximated 67.32 acres. 

Jim moved to offer KDI 67.32 acres at $2,500.00 an acre with restrictions attached (no lagoons 

or storage ponds with the beautification restrictions). Gary seconded. Motion carried. 

Ryan Martin came in to ask questions about the land- 15-33-37 and what ideas KDI has for the 

land if they purchase the remaining amount. 

Dave moved to go into executive session for non elected personnel for 10 minutes from 9:38am 

to 9:48am with County Counselor, Robert Johnson and J C Cantrell present. Jim seconded. 

Motion carried. Meeting reconvened at 9:48am.  

J C Cantrell came in to give an update on the Road and Bridge Department. 

Nancy Honig came in to discuss the Extension Council vehicle insurance. She says Tom Job 

with KCAMP feels that Extension Council should be on a separate policy. Bob Johnson will 

check with Tom Job. 

Nancy Honig reported that the roof at the Extension office is still leaking. 

Nancy Honig reported that the state is still talking about the districting of the different offices in 

the counties. 

Gene Leonard asked to take bids on November 5, 2012 for new or used track loader.  

Jim moved to allow Gene to get bids for new or used loaders. Gary seconded. Motion carried. 

Ted Heaton came in to ask if the Commissioners would be interested in fencing off a ¼ of a mile 

section where they do the mud bogging at the Lake Russell area. There have been individuals 

getting stuck and stealing back hoes to pull themselves out and not returning the equipment. Ted 

had some concern about the county’s liability. 

Roger Lynch talked to KDOT about violations on some properties. The owners have 60 days to 

fix the violations and the time is almost finalized. 

Dave moved to lift the burn ban in Stevens County but individuals still need to call in to the 

Sheriff’s office for control burning. Jim seconded. Motion carried. 

Elwanda Irwin, Marilyn Harris, Wayne Reynolds, Marlin Heger and Bob Rich came in to discuss 

the removal of the asbestos at the old Pioneer Manor.  

The Commissioners informed them that everything will be contained before they bring it outside 

the building. ISI Environmental of Wichita will be removing the asbestos and the building inside 

will be sealed off and quarantined then the asbestos will be bagged before being removed from 

the building. They will be transporting the product to the Seward County special landfill. 

The Commissioners agreed to allow Ron Martin to have first choice to purchase the 15.5 acres @ 

$2,500.00 an acre in 15-33-37 with easement contract. 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk ________________________________ 

     Dave Bozone, Chairman 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

NOVEMBER 5, 2012 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with all members present. Also 

present were Bob Johnson, County Counselor, Pam Bensel, County Clerk and Ruthie Winget, 



Hugoton Hermes. Dave called the meeting to order. Gary moved to approve the minutes of the 

last meeting. Jim seconded. Motion carried. Jim moved to approve the county vouchers. Gary 

seconded. Motion carried. The clerk was instructed to draw warrants on the Treasurer chargeable 

to the various funds of the county for the following amounts: 

General………………………………….....…..359,944.51 

Road & Bridge………………………...............194,078.42 

Airport………………………………………...….5,343.49 

Building………………………………................18,021.36  

Noxious Weed………………….........……...........7,866.13 

Insurance Agency……………………………...159,267.00 

Alcoholic Treatment……………………………..…237.50 

Diversion……………………………………...….1,763.67 

Community Health………………….........…......27,424.27 

Airport Grants………………………………...….6,935.06 

County Equipment……………………………...80,872.10  

Wekando………………………………………....3,750.00 

Rodney Kelling came in to discuss the cots and the cost of installing them for the ambulances. 

Tony McBride came in to discuss the removal of asbestos by ISI. This company has about 2 

weeks left on this project at the old Pioneer Manor. 

Tony says it will be time to bid out for the removal of the middle section of the building where 

the new parking lot will be. The bids will be opened on November 28, 2012. 

Tony informed the Commissioners that Chuck with Thomas Landscaping reseeded the lawn at 

the new Pioneer Manor. 

Dave moved to go into executive session for non elected personnel for 10 minutes from 9:06am 

to 9:16am with County Counselor, Robert Johnson and Pedro Perez present. Jim seconded. 

Motion carried.  

Jim moved to go back into executive session for another 10 minutes from 9:16am to 9:26 for non 

elected personnel with County Counselor, Robert Johnson and Pedro Perez present. Dave 

seconded. Motion carried. Meeting reconvened at 9:16am. 

J C Cantrell came in to discuss the asphalt roads at the Stevens County Industrial Park. J C and 

the Commissioners talked about putting yield and stop signs up. 

J C informed the Commissioners that he has put rock on Roads 8, 9 and 12 to help the roads.  

Dave moved to go into executive session for non elected personnel for 10 minutes from 9:40am 

to 9:50am with County Counselor, Robert Johnson and Larry Slemp present. Jim seconded. 

Motion carried.  

Ted Heaton came in with a pickup bid from Riley Chevrolet Buick, Inc.  

2013 Chevrolet Silverado 4x4 Crew Cab 1LT $42,730.00 

3% Dealer Profit 1,281.90 

GM Invoice Pay 310 amount 39,541.56 

Add for front Grille Guard Black 500.00 

Less GM bid Assisstance -7,700.00 

Outright Purchase Price with Grille installed $33,623.46 

Vehicle will be ordered 

Less Good Deal auto Bid on 2010 Chev Crew Cab 4x4 12,800.00  

With 95,517 miles 

Trade difference accepting Good Deal Bid $20,823.46  

Jim moved to accept the bid from Riley Chevrolet Buick, Inc for a 2013 Chevrolet Silverado 4x4 

Crew Cab 1LT at a cost of $20,823.46 with trade in of a 2010 Chevrolet Crew Cab 4x4. Gary 

seconded. Motion carried. 

Gene Leonard came in with 2 bids for a track loader. 



Ron McFarland with John Deere had a bid: 

2006 used 655C $80,000 with trade of a 1995 953B Caterpillar (AA) 

2013 new 655K $183,000 with trade of a 1995 953B Caterpillar (AA) 

2013 new 655K $193,050 (Landfill package) with trade of a 1995 953B Caterpillar (AA)  

All have extended warranty included for 12 months 

Kevin White with Foley Equipment had a bid: 

2011 used Cat 953B $185,500 with trade of a 1995 953B Caterpillar (AA) 

2012 new Cat 953D $193,620.67 with trade of a 1995 953B Caterpillar (AA) 

Both have extended warranty included for 12 months 

Dave moved to go into executive session for non elected personnel for 10 minutes from 10:25am 

to 10:35am with County Counselor, Robert Johnson and Jorge Camacho present. Gary seconded. 

Motion carried. Meeting reconvened at 10:35am. 

Neal Gillespie came in to discuss the land at the Stevens County Industrial Park. Kansas Dairy 

Ingredients Plant is still interested in purchasing the remaining acres being 67.32 approximately 

at a cost of $168,300 if they could work out a four (4) year financing plan.  

Neal will contact the company and have their attorney call Bob. Bob will draw up a contract with 

10% of the cost down at the time of purchase then equal payments in a four (4) year time period 

till paid off. 

Dave moved to go into executive session for non elected personnel for 10 minutes from 10:45am 

to 10:55am with County Counselor, Robert Johnson and Kelly Lewis present. Jim seconded. 

Motion carried. Meeting reconvened at 10:55am. 

Gene Leonard came in after looking over the bids for the track loaders. He asked to purchase the  

2013 655K (Landfill package) for $193,050 with trade of a 1995 953B Caterpillar(AA).  

Gary moved to accept the John Deere bid for the 2013 655K (Landfill package) for $193,050 

with trade of a 1995 953B Caterpillar (AA) and a 60 day waiting period for delivery. Dave 

seconded. Motion carried. 

Gary presented information on the safe route to school project. Jan Leonard informed him that 

they are getting a $250,000.00 grant and a possible grant of $7,293.75 from the Parsons Trust, 

the approximate remaining amount will be $7,293.75 each for the County, Hugoton City and 

USD 210 School Dist to pay. The Commissioners haven’t made a decision to help fund this 

project. 

Gary presented information on the Wildlife and Parks trail and the total project will cost 

$92,500.00. It will cost the County and Hugoton City each a fee of $21,600.00. The 

Commissioners have already agreed to help fund this project. 

Casey Settlemyer and Larry Martin brought bids in to remove one to four trees on the northwest 

side of the Courthouse.  

Tree Trimming, Removal and Stump Grinding – Casey Settlemyer  

Removal and grind stump of 4 pine trees $2,470.00 

Larry Martin 

Removal of 1 or more pine trees $ 500.00 each  

Gary moved to accept Larry Martin’s bid of $500.00 a tree for removal and grinding the stumps 

of all the pine trees (5) on the northwest side of the Courthouse. Jim seconded. Motion carried. 

Dave moved to go into executive session for non elected personnel for 10 minutes from 11:50am 

to 12:00pm with County Counselor, Robert Johnson present. Jim seconded. Motion carried.  

Gary moved to go back into executive session for another 10 minutes from 12:00pm to 12:10pm 

for non elected personnel with County Counselor, Robert Johnson present. Dave seconded. 

Motion carried. Meeting reconvened at 12:10pm. 

Commissioners agreed to hire Jorge Camacho for maintenance/janitorial for the Courthouse 

starting November 5, 2012. 



Bob Johnson updated the Commissioners on the land at the Stevens County Industrial Park. Ron 

and Cynthia Martin agreed to take the 25 acres and Pete Earles is getting the description of the 

land. 

Bob informed the Commissioners that he met with John Frieden to go over the reports about the 

methodology issues on the appraisal court case. 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk ________________________________ 

     Dave Bozone, Chairman 

BOARD OF CANVASSERS MEETING 

NOVEMBER 12, 2012 

The Board of Canvassers met at 8:00am to canvass the votes from the November 6, 2012, 

General Election. Present were Dave Bozone, Jim Bell, Susan Schulte and Pam Bensel, County 

Clerk.  

After reviewing the totals, Dave moved to have a recount on the 2nd Commissioner District race 

between candidates Pat Hall and write in candidate Gary Gold, based on statue KSA 25-3107 

and do to discrepancy on machine tabulated write in votes. Jim seconded. Motion carried.  

There were 38 Provisional Ballots, 37 were counted and 1 was not counted because the person 

was not registered. These ballots did not change the outcome of the election of the first count.  

By motion the Board adjourned. 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk ________________________________ 

     Dave Bozone, Chairman 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

NOVEMBER 19, 2012 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with all members present. Also 

present were Bob Johnson, County Counselor, Pam Bensel, County Clerk, Ruthie Winget and 

RoGlenda Coulter, Hugoton Hermes. Dave called the meeting to order. Gary moved to approve 

the minutes of the last meeting. Jim seconded. Motion carried. Gary moved to approve the 

county vouchers. Jim seconded. Motion carried. The clerk was instructed to draw warrants on the 

Treasurer chargeable to the various funds of the county for the following amounts: 

General………………………………….....…..73,580.30 

Road & Bridge………………………...............22,057.18 

Building………………………………..............31,921.39  

Noxious Weed………………….........……............243.98  

Community Health………………….........…......6,516.88 

Fire Bequest…………………………………….…..34.00 

911 E Wireless…………………………………..3,023.69  

Employees P/R Misc W/H…………………...……..32.31 

Pat Hall came in to observe the meeting. 

Jack Rowden, Neal Gillespie, Tom Hicks, Wayne Tate, Mike Eshbaugh, Greg Gill, Kim Harper, 

Dean Banker, Pete Earles and Patricia Earles came in to discuss the sewer system for KDI- 

Kansas Dairy Ingredients Plant east of town. 

Pete Earles presented a preliminary engineering report to the Commissioners showing the 

options for pumps and force main from the Stevens County Industrial Part to the City lagoon. On 

behalf of the City of Hugoton, Jack Rowden asked the Commissioners if they would go in half to 

help the City with the cost of revised pumps and force main system from the Industrial Park to 

the City’s lagoon in the amount of $182,574.00. 

Commissioners said they would discuss the matter and get back with them. 

Rodney Kelling brought in the cost of the installation for the stryker power load cots. 



Dale Noyes came in about the gas not being turned on yet at the Stevens County Industrial Park. 

J C Cantrell came in to discuss the Road and Bridge Department. 

Jim moved to go into executive session for non elected personnel for 10 minutes from 9:30am to 

9:40am with County Counselor, Robert Johnson and J C Cantrell present. Gary seconded. 

Motion carried. Meeting reconvened at 9:34am. No action taken. 

Ashley Fiss was asked to come to the Commissioners meeting to explain the billing for the 

remodeling of the old Pioneer Manor. Ashley also explained that the drawings will be sent to the 

printer by Wednesday. 

Dave moved to go into executive session for non elected personnel for 5 minutes from 9:50am to 

9:55am with County Counselor, Robert Johnson and Susan Schulte present. Gary seconded. 

Motion carried. Meeting reconvened at 9:55am. 

Dave moved to increase Mario Hernandez wages to $12.50 an hour retroactive back to 

November 6, 2012. 

Jan Leonard came in to update the Commissioners on the safe route to school project and the 

Wildlife and Parks trail project. 

Gene Leonard came in to update Commissioners on the Noxious Weed Department. 

Dave moved to go into executive session for non elected personnel for 5 minutes from 10:55am 

to 11:00am with County Counselor, Robert Johnson and Gene Leonard present. Gary seconded. 

Motion carried. Meeting reconvened at 11:00am. No action taken. 

Dave moved to pay only one half of the cost of the revised pumps and force main system from 

the Stevens County Industrial Park to the City’s lagoon in the amount of $91,287.00 with the 

understanding that Hugoton City will bear any and all other costs for the project. Gary seconded. 

Motion carried. 

Gary moved to adopt Resolution 12-05 directing the county Counselor to initiate tax foreclosure 

procedures upon the properties subject to delinquent property tax liens. Jim seconded. Motion 

carried.  

The Board of Canvassers chose to canvass the votes from the recount of the Commissioner 2nd 

District race between candidates Pat Hall and write in candidate Gary Gold, based on statue KSA 

25-3107 and do to discrepancy on machine tabulated write in votes at the November 6, 2012, 

General Election. Present were Dave Bozone, Jim Bell, Gary Baker and Pam Bensel, County 

Clerk.  

The recount did not change the outcome of the election of the first count.  

Dave moved to meet on November 27, 2012 with Abengoa at 8:30 to review maps of water 

pipelines on county right of way. Gary seconded. Motion carried. 

Commissioners discussed the reappointment of Jack Rowden on the Economic Development 

Board. 

Gary moved to reappoint Jack Rowden to the Economic Development Board. Jim seconded. 

Motion carried. 

There are two positions opening on the Hospital Board at the end of December, 2012. The 

Commissioners will be discussing the appointments at their December meetings. 

Charles Wagner came in to bring minutes of the Silver Haired Legislative meeting he had 

attended. 

Tony McBride came in with a bid from ISI Environmental company concerning known 

Asbestos-Containing Floor Tile and Mastic removal at a cost of $7,400.00 and suspected Tile 

and Mastic at a cost of $4,450.00 if need to be removed. Gary seconded. Motion carried. 

By motion the Board adjourned. 



Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk _______________________      

     Dave Bozone, Chairman 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

DECEMBER 3, 2012 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with all members present. Also 

present were Bob Johnson, County Counselor, Pam Bensel, County Clerk, and RoGlenda 

Coulter, Hugoton Hermes. Dave called the meeting to order. Dave moved to approve the minutes 

of the last meeting. Jim seconded. Motion carried. Jim moved to approve the county vouchers. 

Dave seconded. Motion carried. The clerk was instructed to draw warrants on the Treasurer 

chargeable to the various funds of the county for the following amounts: 

General………………………………….....…..204,784.93 

Road & Bridge………………………...............136,814.45 

Building……………………………….............272,709.82  

Airport……………………………………….…..5,343.49  

Noxious Weed………………….........……..........9,294.60  

Alcoholic Treatment……………………………….237.50 

Diversion…………………………………………..300.00 

Community Health………………….........….....25,763.78 

Wekando……………………………………....257,586.14 

Employees P/R Misc W/H…………………............161.55 

Pat Hall came in to observe the meeting. 

Dave moved to go into executive session for non elected personnel for 5 minutes from 8:37am to 

8:43am with County Counselor, Robert Johnson and Gene Leonard present. Gary seconded. 

Motion carried. Meeting reconvened at 8:43am.  

Gary moved to adopt Resolution 12-06 approving an assessment by the Western Kansas 

Development Organization for its obligations under an amendment to contract to Rehabilitate 

Railroad Line and extending the contract to Rehabilitate Railroad from a period of ten years to 

thirteen years. Jim seconded. Motion carried. 

Jorge Camacho and Susan Schulte came in to discuss the problems with the boiler, hot water 

heater and water softener for the Courthouse. Jorge informed them that Danny Goode with Lin 

Goode says the hot water heater needs to be a commercial one instead of a regular household 

one. To regulate the water from getting too hot in the restrooms a booster can be put the hot 

water heater. 

The Commissioners said to get a bid for the booster then let them know. 

The water softener was checked and is working again. 

Dave moved to go into executive session for non elected personnel for 10 minutes from 9:20am 

to 9:30am with County Counselor, Robert Johnson and Phillip Willis present. Gary seconded. 

Motion carried. Meeting reconvened at 9:30am.  

J C Cantrell came in and informed the Commissioners about putting 4 extra culverts at the 

Steven County Industrial Park area for the Kansas Dairy Ingredients Plant. Bob will check with 

their attorneys about the payment for the culverts. 

Gary moved to go into executive session for non elected personnel for 10 minutes from 9:40am 

to 9:50am with County Counselor, Robert Johnson and J C Cantrell present. Jim seconded. 

Motion carried. Meeting reconvened at 9:50am. 

Dave moved to accept the resignation for J C Cantrell as of December 15, 2012 but will keep J C 

on as Road Supervisor with the same salary until the Commissioners find a replacement. Gary 

seconded. Motion carried. 

Tony Martin came in to present the newly elected 2013 Stevens County Fair Association Board 

Members.  



Dave moved to approve the nominations and current board members newly elected for the 2013 

Stevens County Fair Association Board Members. Gary seconded. Motion carried. 

Stanley McGill with the Stevens County Historical Museum came in to present 3 bids to add on 

a 40’ x 60’ building to an existing building. 

Malone Enterprises $134,400.00 

John Chamberlain $123,273.00 

Shannon Whisennand $116,535.00 

The Museum Board wants to start as soon as possible. 

Ted Heaton checked in with the Commissioners. He says everything is going good at the 

Sheriff’s Department. 

Gary Baker moved to appoint Patty Lahey to replace Shirley Kramer starting December 3, 2012 

and Dean VanHorn to replace Robert Davis, Jr on the Stevens County Hospital Board. Jim 

seconded. Motion carried. 

Pete Earles showed the Commissioners the bids for the Pioneer Addition. Hugoton City will 

make the final decision. 

 

McBride Construction, Inc of Hugoton will do the dirt and concrete work then King  

Enterprises of Liberal will do the utilities. Total cost of the project will be $711,510.59.  

Completion date will be April, 2013 then the Road and Bridge Department will do the  

asphalt work.  

The Commissioners discussed the easement needed across the front lots for the phone lines and 

the sewer situation in the Stevens County Industrial Park. 

Tony McBride brought in bids for the center building demolition and removal to landfill with no 

dumping fees and includes roof, walls, footings and tunnels. Hauling owner supplied 

dirt to fill footings and tunnel trenches and compact. 

Metcalf Trucking $34,600.00 

A & M Russell Excavation $46,500.00  

Pete Woods Excavating $71,390.00 

Lee Construction, Inc $73,200.00 

Quote from Custom Renovations for support roofs of remaining building where  

common walls are removed from demolition portion - $1,200.00 

Quote from Southwest Glass and Door for removal & salvage 3 aluminum store front 

doors, hardware and sidelights. Stored on site for future reinstallation - $750.00 

Dave moved to accept bids from Metcalf Trucking for $34,600.00, Southwest Glass and Door 

for $750.00 and Custom Renovations for $1,200.00. Gary seconded. Motion carried. 

Commissioners decided to table the decision on the Museum building project at this time. 

Dave moved to hire Phillip Willis as Supervisor for the Stevens County Landfill/Noxious Weed 

Departments starting January 1, 2013 at the same wages that Gene Leonard is receiving. Gene 

Leonard is resigning as Stevens County Landfill/Noxious Weed Supervisor as of December 31, 

2012. 

Jim moved to approve a 3% raise for all full time county employees starting January 1, 2013. 

Commissioners discussed the Safe Route to school project. No decision made. They agreed to 

table decision until January, 2013. 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk _____________________      

     Dave Bozone, Chairman 



COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

DECEMBER 17, 2012 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with all members present. Also 

present were Bob Johnson, County Counselor, Pam Bensel, County Clerk, and RoGlenda 

Coulter, Hugoton Hermes. Dave called the meeting to order. Dave moved to approve the minutes 

of the last meeting. Jim seconded. Motion carried. Jim moved to approve the county vouchers. 

Dave seconded. Motion carried. The clerk was instructed to draw warrants on the Treasurer 

chargeable to the various funds of the county for the following amounts: 

General………………………………….....…..48,293.58 

Road & Bridge………………………...............44,817.27 

Building……………………………….............31,546.66  

Airport……………………………………….….5,343.49  

Noxious Weed………………….........…….........1,510.02 

Diversion……………………………………….....580.80 

Community Health………………….........…......2,779.23 

Airport Grants………………………………....27,876.73 

Employees P/R Misc W/H…………………............96.93 

Pat Hall came in to observe the meeting. 

Commissioners discussed the difference of having and not having a licensed engineer in charge 

of the Road and Bridge Department. 

Rodney Kelling came in to ask for a raise for Margaret Bell.  

Dave moved to allow Margaret Bell a 3% raise and an increase in hours up to 80 hours a month 

(960 hours a year). Gary seconded. Motion carried. 

Rodney asked about ordering the cots. The company says they will give a discount of $26,000.00 

if ordered before the first of the year. 

Gary moved to allow Rodney to order 2 cots with the power lift system for 2 ambulances before 

the end of the year at a cost of $39,268.00 each being a total of $78,536.00 with a total discount 

of $26,000.00. The ending total would be $52,536.00. Jim seconded. Motion carried. 

The Commissioners said there were concerned citizens in Moscow in case of a fire starts because 

of the straw hay stacked up on the Northeast of Moscow belonging to Abengoa. The hay is 

stacked on private property. Bob advised there’s not anything that can be done about it, so once 

it is on private property it is not in violation of any zoning regulations. 

The Commissioners discussed the City of Hugoton wanting to put in 2 electric sub stations for 

the Stevens County Industrial Park area. This area is part of the acres Ron Martin asked to buy 

from Stevens County.  

Bob informed the Commissioners that the land KDI was going to buy will be bought by a 

different LLC. 

Dave moved to go into executive session for non elected personnel for 10 minutes from 9:37am 

to 9:47am with County Counselor, Robert Johnson and J C Cantrell present. Gary seconded. 

Motion carried. Meeting reconvened at 9:47am. 

Dave moved to rescind the motion as of December 3, 2012 to accept the resignation for J C 

Cantrell as of December 15, 2012 but will keep J C on as Road Supervisor with the same salary 

until the Commissioners find a replacement. Gary seconded. Motion carried.  

Dave moved to accept the resignation for J C Cantrell as of March 1, 2013, J C’s retirement date. 

Gary seconded. Motion carried.  

Gary discussed the water line from Roy Walkemeyer’s land to the Abengoa plant. He says 

individuals are concerned about water contamination. 

The Commissioners presented Bob Johnson with a gift of appreciation from the County for all of 

his hard work. 



Neal Gillespie came in to ask if the County would pay the tuition of $10,500 for seven people 

from Stevens County business’ and send them to Denver for 2 ½ days business boot camp 

training on March 5 and 6, 2013. This is a Community Reinvention Program to help them with 

their business. 

Neal said he talked to Larry Thompson with KDOT about the additional truck traffic with KDI 

and a feasibility study was done. Secretary of State indicated they wanted to help and told Neal 

to go ahead and submit the Economic Development application. 

Dave asked Gary if he would ask the City of Hugoton to move the light at the AA building. 

Gary talked about Moscow City doesn’t have enough water for the amount of people in town and 

with the additional money spent on the well it still doesn’t work. Moscow will need to drill 

another well and they do have water rights that have been purchased.  

Gary moved to give Moscow City the money received from Abengoa approximately $44,000.00 

for the sale of water rights to be set aside to help Moscow with their water system. Jim seconded. 

Motion carried. 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk _____________________      

     Dave Bozone, Chairman 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

DECEMBER 27, 2012 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with all members present. Also 

present were Bob Johnson, County Counselor, Pam Bensel, County Clerk, and RoGlenda 

Coulter, Hugoton Hermes. Dave called the meeting to order. Dave moved to approve the minutes 

of the last meeting. Jim seconded. Motion carried. Gary moved to approve the county vouchers. 

Jim seconded. Motion carried. The clerk was instructed to draw warrants on the Treasurer 

chargeable to the various funds of the county for the following amounts: 

General………………………………….....…..105,099.99 

Road & Bridge………………………...................5,377.07 

Noxious Weed………………….........…….............242.55 

Community Health………………….........….......3,211.87 

County Equipment……………………….…....190,350.00 

Employees P/R Misc W/H………………….............66.62 

Rodney Kelling came in to discuss the donations from the County businesses. Rodney explained 

that his firemen were asking the businesses if they would want to make a donation to the fire 

department to help with buying of supplies for the fire trucks. Some chose to, others didn’t. 

There are some gas companies and other businesses that have their own funds for donations to 

different places. Rodney said this has been a misunderstanding and they will not ask for any 

more donations. 

Rodney brought in the 2012 Encumbrance letter for the Fire Department and EMS Department. 

He will present it at the January 7, 2013 meeting instead. 

Bob Johnson discussed the land east of town. Pete Earles is working on some information on the 

area for the transformer station. 

Bob also discussed vacating an alley above Block 2 for the KDI Plant. 

Pam Bensel presented a letter from Susan Schulte in the GIS Department to transfer the 

remaining monies in the amount of $8,000.00 to the County Equipment Fund. 

Jim moved to approve the letter from Susan Schulte in the GIS Department to transfer the 

remaining monies in the amount of $8,000.00 to the County Equipment Fund. Dave seconded. 

Motion carried. 

J C Cantrell came in to discuss the culverts that were put in for KDI east of town. Bob informed 

J C that the bill for the culverts will be paid. 



Commissioners talked to J C about fixing the road on the north side of the Pioneer Manor so it 

goes all the way to Road 12 west of town. 

J C discussed next year’s projects. He is planning on sealing 45 miles of road including Evans 

road-Road 12, Second Street-Road D, Moscow Dairy road-Road 20 and Road P to the county 

line. 

J C asked to transfer the money left in 2012 to the Fund 220- R & B Equipment (1/2) and Fund 

225-Highway Improvement (1/2). 

Commissioners agreed to allow the transfer of 2012 monies for J C into the specified funds. 

Ted Heaton presented a 2012 encumbrance letter for Concealed Carry in the amount of 

$1,032.50 and Registered Offenders in the amount of $1,027.32. 

Dave moved to allow the 2012 encumbrance letter for Concealed Carry in the amount of 

$1,032.50 and Registered Offenders in the amount of $1,027.32. Gary seconded. Motion carried. 

Dave moved to reappoint Ted Heaton to the Juvenile corrections and Prevention Services Board 

for 2013. Jim seconded. Motion carried. 

Nancy Honig came in to inform the Commissioners that the heater at the 4-H Building needs 

replaced. Nancy brought in a bid from Lin Goode & Company with 2 options. 

Option 1 – Goodman 5 ton 13 seer package gas electric unit. Installed: $4,900.00 

Option 2 – Trane 5 ton 13 seer package gas electric unit. Installed: $7,400.00 

Dave moved to accept Option 1 – Goodman 5 ton 13 seer package gas electric unit. Installed: 

$4,900.00 from Lin Goode. Jim seconded. Motion carried. 

Nancy Honig says that Extension will send the money for the insurance to the Insurance Agency 

Fund. 

Neal Gillespie explained about the 4 year period for the financing that KDI is asking to do for 

payment of the land east of town with a 10% down.  

Bob will talk to the attorney for KDI and work on the papers. 

Gary moved to go into executive session for land acquisition and attorney/client for 10 minutes 

from 10:11am to10:21am with County Counselor, Robert Johnson, Neal Gillespie and Pat Hall 

present. Jim seconded. Motion carried. Meeting reconvened at 10:21am. 

Dave moved to appoint Pat Hall to the Southwest Guidance Center Board for the 2013 year. Jim 

seconded. Motion carried. 

The Commissioners discussed the landscape drawings from Thomas Landscaping for the 

northwest side of the courthouse. The discussion will be tabled till next meeting. 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk ___________________________    

      Dave Bozone, Chairman 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

JANUARY 7, 2013 

 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with all members present.  Also 

present were Bob Johnson, County Counselor, Pam Bensel, County Clerk and RoGlenda Coulter, 

Hugoton Hermes.  Dave called the meeting to order.  Jim moved to approve the minutes of the 

last meeting. Gary seconded.  Motion carried.  Dave moved to approve the county vouchers.  Jim 

seconded.  Motion carried.  The clerk was instructed to draw warrants on the Treasurer 

chargeable to the various funds of the county for the following amounts: 

  

                                 General……………………………………215,402.60                                                                                               

                                 Road & Bridge………………………...….156,310.33  



                                 Airport……………………………………….5,343.49                              

                                 Building………………..……………..…….91,563.33 

                                 Noxious Weed…………………...……..…....9,478.72 

                                 Alcoholic Treatment…………………..…….…237.50 

                                 Diversion……………………………..………...300.00 

                                 Community Health…………….….…..........24,893.17 

                                 WEKANDO……………………………....257,586.14 

                                 Employee’s P/R Misc W/H…………..……..…..32.31 

 

Pat Hall came in to observe the meeting. 

 

Jim moved to appoint the Hugoton Hermes as the official newspaper for Stevens County.  Dave  

seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Gary moved to have Citizens State Bank as the bank depository for Stevens County.  Jim 

seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Gary moved to have First National Bank as secondary depository for Stevens County.  Jim 

seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Dave moved to continue the meeting days and time on the 1
st
 and 3

rd
 Mondays at 8:30am unless 

Monday is a county holiday then the meeting will be on Tuesday.  Jim seconded.  Motion 

carried. 

 

Pam Bensel, County Clerk presented the GAAP waiver Resolution13-01 to be approved and 

signed.  Dave moved to adopt the GAAP Resolution 13-01.  Gary seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

David Snyder came in to interview as a prospective board member for the Stevens County 

Hospital Board. He introduced himself and discussed his interest and concerns for the 

community.  Commissioners and Bob asked him questions of concerns people might have. 

 

Pat Hall asked the Commissioners about a concern he had.  Pat asked if it would be better to 

have a private ran pharmacy instead of the County having one.  Dave expressed with the 

Pharmacy being open on Saturday has helped a lot of the citizens. 

 

Pam Bensel presented a letter from Connie Gold in the Treasurer’s Department to encumber the 

remaining monies in the 2012 Treasurer’s budget in the amount of $4,000.00 for extra personnel. 

 

Gary moved to allow Connie Gold to encumber the remaining monies in the 2012 Treasurer’s 

budget in the amount of $4,000.00 for extra personnel.  Jim seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Pam Bensel presented a 2012 encumbrance letter from Robert Rich at the Wellness Center in the 

amount of $5,571.59.  The Commissioners will discuss this at the next meeting, January 21, 

2013. 

 

Robert sent a letter to the Commissioners asking for a 3% raise for Michael Rickman.  Michael 

works part time at the Wellness Center. 

 

There are only 2 other part time employees so the Commissioners agreed to allow a 3% raise for 

Tammy Peterson at the Sheriff’s office and Roger Lynch with Planning and Zoning.    

 

Dave moved to approve the 3% raise for Michael Rickman, Tammy Peterson and Roger Lynch.  

Jim seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

J C Cantrell asked to change the percentage split on the transfer of monies left in 2012 for the 

Road & Bridge Fund to Fund 220- Road Machinery from (1/2) to (1/3) and Fund 225-Highway 

Improvement from (1/2) to (2/3). 

 

Jim moved to approve the change in the percentage split for the transfer of monies left in 2012 

for the Road & Bridge Fund to Fund 220- Road Machinery from (1/2) to (1/3) and Fund 225-

Highway Improvement from (1/2) to (2/3).  Dave seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Commissioners discussed the grant Neal Gillespie is working on for the 4 lane- turning lane into 

the Stevens County Industrial Park.  J C suggested getting in contact with Larry Thompson of 

Garden City and Chuck Oldaker of Ulysses.  They both work for KDOT. 



 

Kim Harper, Gary Rowden and Jan Leonard with Hugoton City came in to talk about putting a  

substation in the Stevens County Industrial Park.  They will need 2 acres of land for the project. 

 

Dave moved to go into executive session for land acquisition for 10 minutes from 10:13am to 

10:23am with County Counselor, Robert Johnson, Pat Hall, Kim Harper, Gary Rowden and Jan 

Leonard present.  Jim seconded.  Motion carried.  Meeting reconvened at 10:23am.  No action 

taken. 

 

Commissioners asked Linda Stalcup and Rachel Crane to come in to visit about the extra bills paid 

through the Building Fund budget instead of through the Hospital/Pioneer Manor budget.   

 

Linda also discussed the CMS payments.  

 

Paula Rowden brought in the 2012 encumbrance letter for the Community Health Department in 

the amount of $36,450.00. 

 

Dave moved to allow the 2012 encumbrance letter for the Community Health Department in the 

amount of $36,450.00. 

 

Paula Rowden informed the Commissioners about the different services provided by the 

Community Health Department for the community, some in county client and some out of 

county clients. 

 

Rodney brought in the 2012 Encumbrance letter for the Fire Department and EMS Department.  

He will present it at the January 7,
 
2013 meeting instead. 

  

Ted Heaton came in to complain about not knowing it was Commissioner meeting day.  He had 

bills that needed paid.   

 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk                       ________________________________  

                      Dave Bozone, Chairman 

 

 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

JANUARY 21, 2013 

 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with all members present.  Also 

present were Bob Johnson, County Counselor, Pam Bensel, County Clerk and RoGlenda Coulter, 

Hugoton Hermes.  Dave called the meeting to order.  Dave moved to approve the minutes of the 

last meeting. Jim seconded.  Motion carried.  Pat moved to approve the county vouchers. Jim 

seconded.  Motion carried.  The clerk was instructed to draw warrants on the Treasurer 

chargeable to the various funds of the county for the following amounts: 

 

                                 General…………………………….….…..64,871.82 

                                 Road & Bridge…………………….….…...6,762.76 

                                 Airport……………………….……..…… 51,375.00 

                                 Building…………………….……….…......4,238.31 

                                 Employees Benefit………………….…..247,040.00 

                                 Noxious Weed…………………...…………..955.35 

                                 Library………………………………..…..98,194.75 

                                 Insurance Agency…………………….…138,594.00 

                                 Alcoholic Treatment…………………………237.50 

                                 Community Health……………….…..........3,943.50 

                                 Fire Bequest……………………..…………..970.00 

                                 

Pat moved to appoint Dave Bozone as Chairman. Jim seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Pat moved to appoint Jim Bell as Vice Chairman.  Dave seconded.  Motion carried.  

 

Jim moved to appoint Pat as delegate to the WEKANDO Board.  Dave seconded.  Motion 

carried. 

 



Dave moved to appoint Jim as delegate to the Port Authority Board.  Pat seconded.  Motion 

carried. 

 

Dave moved to appoint Robert Johnson as County Counselor for 2013.  Jim seconded.  Motion 

carried.  Pat voted no. 

 

Susan Schulte came in to update the Commissioners on the Courthouse.   

 

Susan asked the Commissioners if she could set up a time for the annual carpet cleaning with a 

professional cleaning service again this year.  The Commissioners were in agreement. 

 

Susan told the Commissioners Mario felt it was time to get new mini blinds for the Memorial 

Hall kitchen.  The last ones were purchased from J C Penney. The Commissioners agreed to 

allow the purchase of the mini blinds. 

 

Susan informed the Commissioners there were 9 tables in the Memorial Hall that needs replaced.  

Pat suggested checking prices on wood tables and plastic tables.  They also talked about all the 

tables need to match.  Susan will check on prices of both. 

 

Susan talked about the heating and cooling in the Courthouse and Memorial Hall.  KNIPP 

Equipment Inc d/b/a Kansas Trane Service Co out of Wichita has been working with the county 

at this time. 

 

Commissioners suggested for Susan to get some heating and air conditioning companies to come 

to the Commissioner meeting with different ideas. 

 

Susan updated the Commissioners on the boiler situation.  There are some of the offices that are 

getting a lot of heat making it too hot in the room so KS Trane has ordered shut of valves for the 

radiator units in some of the offices. 

 

There are some plumbing issues in the Memorial Hall so Tatro Plumbing gave a quote of 

$2,930.00 to cover the project. 

 

Jim moved to accept the quote from Tatro Plumbing in the amount of $2,930.00 to cover the 

Memorial Hall project.  Pat seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Pam Bensel presented the 2012 encumbrance letter from Robert Rich at the Wellness Center in 

the amount of $5,571.59. 

 

Jim moved to allow the 2012 encumbrance letter for the Wellness Center in in the amount of 

$5,571.59.  Pat seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

J C Cantrell came in to update the Commissioners on the Road and Bridge Department. 

Dave moved to go into executive session for non-elected personnel for 15 minutes from 9:34am 

to 9:49am with County Counselor, Robert Johnson and J C present.  Pat seconded.  Motion 

carried.  Meeting reconvened at 9:49am. 

 

Anis Rodriguez and two other individuals came in to discuss renting the Memorial Hall.  There 

was a situation before that raised a question on the renting of the hall.  Commissioners agreed to 

allow her to rent the hall. 

 

Rodney Kelling came in to inform the Commissioners the cots for the 2 ambulances are in and 

waiting to be installed.   

 

Rodney received a donation from the Stevens County Medical Foundation which will be used to 

help pay for the installation of the cots. 

 

Rodney informed the Commissioners the Fire Department was going to have a training burn on 

Saturday, January 26 at 1:00pm. 

 

Rodney invited the Commissioners to tour the EMS/Fire Building at any time and to look at any 

of the equipment. 

 

Michael Perry and Richard Vertrees with Aqua Shield came in to talk to the Commissioners. 

 



Dave moved to go into executive session for land acquisition for 17 minutes from 10:28am to 

10:45am with County Counselor, Robert Johnson, Michael Perry and Richard Vertrees present.  

Pat seconded.  Motion carried.  Meeting reconvened at 10:45am. 

 

J C Cantrell came back in to go over some county business. 

 

Dave moved to go into executive session for non-elected personnel for 10 minutes from 11:00am 

to 11:10am with County Counselor, Robert Johnson and J C present.  Pat seconded.  Motion 

carried.  Commissioners came out of executive at 11:10am. 

 

Pat moved to go back into executive session for non-elected personnel for 20 minutes from 

11:10am to 11:30am with County Counselor, Robert Johnson and J C present.  Dave seconded.  

Motion carried.  Meeting reconvened at 11:30am.  

   

By motion the Board adjourned. 

 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk                       ________________________________  

                      Dave Bozone, Chairman 

 

 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

FEBRUARY 4, 2013 

 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with all members present.  Also 

present were Bob Johnson, County Counselor, Pam Bensel, County Clerk and RoGlenda Coulter, 

Hugoton Hermes.  Dave called the meeting to order.  Pat moved to approve the minutes of the 

last meeting.  Dave seconded.  Motion carried.  Pat moved to approve the county vouchers. Dave 

seconded.  Motion carried.  The clerk was instructed to draw warrants on the Treasurer 

chargeable to the various funds of the county for the following amounts: 

 

                                 General…………………………….….….631,545.58 

                                 Road & Bridge…………………….……..148,945.50 

                                 Airport……………………….……..……….5,504.43 

                                 Fair………………………………………....62,125.00 

                                 Services for Elderly………………………..97,015.00 

                                 Building…………………….……….…......27,347.47 

                                 Employees Benefit………………….…......41,110.50 

                                 Noxious Weed…………………...………….9,671.84 

                                 Diversion……………………………………1,709.04 

                                 Hospital Maint………………………….1,150,000.00  

                                 Alcoholic Treatment……………………….….237.50                       

                                 Community Health……………….…..........25,541.68 

                                 Airport Grants……………………………...21,470.21 

                                 Employee’s P/R Misc W/H………………..….282.92 

 

Judge Kim Schroeder came in to ask about buying the furniture in his office which includes the 

desk, book shelf, credenza and chair, to take to Topeka with him. 

 

Commissioners asked Kim to get a value of the office furniture and let them know. 

 

Tony McBride and Ashley Fiss came in to discuss the Community Health Department, Physical 

Therapy and EMS bathroom project.   

 

Tony gave the Commissioners bids for Health Department, Physical Therapy and EMS:   

 

                 Mechanic-plumbing and hvac which excludes fire sprinkler comparison 

 

                    Central Air Conditioning - base bid                          $320,043.00 

                                                              Alternate #l pool infstct   $ 51,481.00 

                                                              Alternate #2 hydro pool   $   4,261.00 

                                                              Total                                $375,785.00 

 

                 Rebar comparison  

 

                    Midwest Steel – base bid                                         $  11,559.00 



                                                Alternate #1 pool infstrct             $    4,653.00 

                                                Alternate #2 hydro pool                               -0-                                                                                                                           

                                                Total                                             $  16,212.00 

 

                  Concrete comparison  

 

                     McBride Construction – base bid                              $  215,132.00 

                                                             Alternate #1 pool infstrct   $    31,272.00                                                                                                                        

                                                             Alternate #2 hydo pool                        -0- 

                                                             Total                                   $  246,404.00 

 

                  Electrical comparison 

 

                       Davis Electric – base bid                                          $  314,306.00 

                                                  Alternate #1 pool infstrct               $   21,193.00 

                                                  Alternate #2 hydro pool                 $     8,640.00 

                                                  Total                                               $ 344,139.00 

 

Pat moved to accept the base bids for the project and a 5% contingency amount for possible 

change orders.  Dave seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Keith Rome came in to interview as a prospective board member for the Stevens County 

Hospital Board. He introduced himself and explained that he doesn’t know a lot about the 

hospital but has an interest in it.  He says it is a very important part of the community and has 

had involvement with several of the board members.  Commissioners and Bob asked him 

questions of concerns that the people might have.  The Commissioners thanked him for coming 

in and they appreciate his willingness to serve. 

 

Linda McCrary came in to interview as a prospective board member for the Stevens County 

Hospital Board. She introduced herself and explained her point of view of the hospital and 

Pioneer Manor.  Commissioners and Bob asked her questions of concerns that the people might 

have.  The Commissioners thanked her for coming in and they appreciate her willingness to 

serve. 

 

Dale Noyes came in to ask when Black Hills Energy will be getting the gas line in and hooked 

up.  Bob said they’re working on it but doesn’t know when they will get the gas turned on. 

 

Ton Fuhrmann and Terry Lawhon came in to meet the new commissioner, Pat Hall, and discuss 

the appraisal hearing with Exxon Mobil. 

 

Pat asked Tom if he could explain the difference of the appraisal methodology in place value and 

market value. 

 

Ted Heaton came in to report on the Sheriff’s Department and to inform the Commissioners that 

he will be putting in for another bid on a pickup. 

 

Phillip Willis came in to have papers signed on the annual report of Noxious Weed, the 

nomination for Phillip Willis as Weed Supervisor and the Black-footed ferret law. 

 

Dave moved to go into executive session for non-elected personnel for 15 minutes from 10:15am 

to 10:30am with County Counselor, Robert Johnson present.  Pat seconded.  Motion carried.  

Meeting reconvened at 10:30am. 

 

Pete Earles, Neal Gillespie, Brian Hemann, Mike Eshbaugh, Wayne Tate, Gary Baughman, Jack 

Rowden, Kim Harper, Bob Mason, Paul Nordyke and Tom Hicks came in to discuss land 

acquisition. 

 

Dave moved to go into executive session for land acquisition for 25 minutes from 10:35am to 

11:00am with County Counselor, Robert Johnson, Pete Earles, Neal Gillespie, Brian Hemann, 

Mike Eshbaugh, Wayne Tate, Gary Baughman, Jack Rowden, Kim Harper, Bob Mason, Paul 

Nordyke and Tom Hicks present.  Jim seconded.  Motion carried.  Meeting reconvened at 

11:00am. 

 

Pat moved to go back into executive session for another 30 minutes for land acquisition from 

ll:00am to 11:30am with County Counselor, Robert Johnson, Pete Earles, Neal Gillespie, Brian 



Hemann, Mike Eshbaugh, Wayne Tate, Gary Baughman, Jack Rowden, Kim Harper, Bob 

Mason, Paul Nordyke and Tom Hicks present.  Dave seconded.  Motion carried.  Meeting 

reconvened at 11:30am. 

 

Jim moved to reappoint Dave Bozone to the Cimarron Basin Corrections Advisory Board.  Pat 

seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

J C Cantrell came in to talk about the road projects for 2013.  He informed the Commissioners 

that the materials are starting to come in for the projects. 

 

The Commissioners were informed that Janie Gaskill is interested in the lots south of town at the 

Pioneer Addition. 

 

Dave moved to go into executive session for non-elected personnel for 10 minutes from 11:40am 

to 11:50am with County Counselor, Robert Johnson and Pam Bensel present.  Pat seconded.  

Motion carried.  Meeting reconvened at 11:50am. 

  

Dave moved to go into executive session for land acquisition for 5 minutes from 11:50am to 

11:55am with County Counselor, Robert Johnson present.  Pat seconded.  Motion carried.  

Meeting reconvened at 11:55am. 

 

Megan Sullivan, Ashley Fiss and Tony McBride came in to discuss the importance of the therapy 

pool for Physical Therapy.  Megan explained how the pool works for the individual patients.  It 

would be a great benefit for the patients. 

 

Pat asked Tony McBride to check into a gas boiler instead of an electric one for the pool. 

 

Dave moved to appoint Keith Rome to the Hospital Board.  Pat seconded.  Motion carried.  Jim 

voted no. 

 

Paula Rowden came in to explain where the revenue monies are received from for the 

Community Health Department. 

 

Paula explained that the State of Kansas will help the Health Department collect the unpaid bills. 

 

Dave moved to allow Paula to turn the unpaid bills for the Community Health Department over 

to the State of Kansas to withhold from individuals state withholding taxes. 

 

Dave moved to go into executive session for non-elected personnel for 20 minutes from 1:50pm 

to 2:10pm with County Counselor, Robert Johnson and J C Cantrell present.  Pat seconded.  

Motion carried.  Meeting reconvened at 2:10pm. 

 

Commissioners decided to meet on Thursday, February 7, 2013 to interview candidates for the 

Road Supervisor position. 

 

Commissioners discussed changing the amount per lot from $4,000.00 to $6,000.00 in the 

Pioneer Addition.  No action taken. 

 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk                       ________________________________  

                      Dave Bozone, Chairman 

 

 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

FEBRUARY 7, 2013 

 

Chairman Dave Bozone called a special meeting at 7:00pm on the evening of February 7, 2013 

with all members present.  Also present was County Clerk, Pam Bensel. 

 

The Commissioners are interviewing for the Stevens County Road Supervisor position. 

 

Dave moved to go into executive session for non-elected personnel for 30 minutes from 6:55pm 

to 7:25pm with Tony Martin present.  Pat seconded.  Motion carried.  Meeting reconvened at 

7:25pm. 



 

Pat moved to go into executive session for non-elected personnel for 30 minutes from 7:30pm to 

8:00pm with Jeff Cox present.  Jim seconded.  Motion carried.  Meeting reconvened at 7:50pm. 

 

Pat moved to go into executive session for non-elected personnel for 30 minutes from 7:55pm to 

8:25pm with Billy Bell present.  Dave seconded.  Motion carried.  Meeting reconvened at 

8:25pm. 

 

Dave decided to meet again on February 11, 2013 so the Commissioners could think about the 

interviews for a few days. 

 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk                       ________________________________  

                      Dave Bozone, Chairman 

 

 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

FEBRUARY 11, 2013 

 

Chairman Dave Bozone called a special meeting at 6:30pm on the evening of February 11, 2013 

with all members present.  Also present was County Clerk, Pam Bensel. 

 

The Commissioners discussed the interviews of Tony Martin, Jeff Cox and Billy Bell for the Road 

Supervisor position. 

 

Dave moved to offer J C Cantrell’s job to Tony Martin as Road Supervisor starting April 1, 2013.  

Pat seconded.  Motion carried.  Jim voted no. 

 

Pat moved to start the new Road and Bridge Supervisor at $56,000.00 a year.  Dave seconded.  

Motion carried. 

 

Neal Gillespie came in to discuss putting signs on the highways entering into both Hugoton City 

and Moscow City and a traffic impact study on Highway 51 in front of the Stevens County 

Industrial Park. 

 

Dave moved to help both cities, Hugoton and Moscow with the cost of the 2 signs each but not 

over $3,800.00 altogether. 

 

Dave moved to pay for an update of a traffic impact study on Highway 51 in front of the Stevens 

County Industrial Park at a cost of $7,500.00. 

 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk                       ________________________________  

                      Dave Bozone, Chairman 

 

 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

FEBRUARY 19, 2013 

 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with Dave Bozone and Pat Hall 

present.  Also present were Bob Johnson, County Counselor, Pam Bensel, County Clerk and 

RoGlenda Coulter, Hugoton Hermes.  Dave called the meeting to order.  Pat moved to approve 

the minutes of the last meeting.  Dave seconded.  Motion carried.  Pat moved to approve the 

county vouchers. Dave seconded.  Motion carried.  The clerk was instructed to draw warrants on 

the Treasurer chargeable to the various funds of the county for the following amounts: 

 

                                 General…………………………….….….38,543.59 

                                 Road & Bridge…………………….……..42,107.55 

                                 Building…………………….……….…......6,772.19 

                                 Noxious Weed…………………...…………..736.97 

                                 Diversion…………………………….…….…840.27 

                                 Ambulance Bequest…………………….…..…39.00 

                                 Community Health…………………….…..3,463.70 



                                 Airport Grant……………………………....4,535.54 

                                 Employee’s P/R Misc W/H……………….…..76.36 

 

Jorge Camacho came in to inform the Commissioners about flood in the bathroom in the little 

Courtroom on the 3
rd

 floor of the Courthouse.  He shared what the damages were. 

 

Pat moved to sell the City of Hugoton a 2 acre tract in the SE 15-33-37 at the Stevens County 

Industrial Park at a cost of $5,000.00 for a new substation.  Dave seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Greg and Sherry Morris came in to discuss the cost of possibly getting a therapy pool at the new 

Physical Therapy building. 

 

Tom Robb brought in the right of way water easement for the water line west of town to the 

Abengoa plant. 

 

Dave moved to grant the sale of the right of way water easement to put a water line west of town to 

the Abengoa plant at a cost of $5,000.00.  Pat seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Pat moved to adopt Resolution 13-02 introduced by Stevens County in opposition of placing the 

Lesser Prairie Chicken on the Endangered Species Act.  Dave seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Rodney Kelling came in to discuss a matter at the EMS department. 

 

Dave moved to go into executive session for non-elected personnel for 10 minutes from 9:27am 

to 9:37am with Bob Johnson, County Counselor and Rodney Kelling present.  Pat seconded.  

Motion carried.  Meeting reconvened at 9:37am. 

 

Rodney also asked about getting a different credit card for the EMS Department.  They currently 

have a Phillips 66 gas card and with the ambulance transfers there are not very many Phillips 66 

stations to use the card.  He asked for a visa credit card or master card. 

 

Pat moved to allow Rodney to get a visa credit card from Citizens State Bank and cancel the 

Phillips credit card.  Dave seconded.  Motion carried.  

 

Rodney asked to have Resolution 13-03 establishing a policy of Stevens County, Kansas to 

provide assistance to other counties, cities and townships during disasters, pursuant to K.S.A. 12-

16, 117. 

 

Pat moved to adopt Resolution 13-03 for Homeland Security establishing a policy of Stevens 

County, Kansas to provide assistance to other counties, cities and townships during disasters, 

pursuant to K.S.A. 12-16, 117.  Dave seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Dave moved to donate $700.00 as matching funds to the Southwest Kansas Area Aging on 

Aging.  Pat seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Susan Schulte came in to discuss the Memorial Hall rules and regulations and a quote from 

Liberal Office Machines for tables.   

 

Pat moved to allow Susan to buy 10 tables (like the ones that are in there) to replace the broken 

tables in the Memorial Hall.  Dave seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

The Commissioners and Bob went to Kim Schroeder’s office to look at the furniture that he is 

asking to purchase and take to Topeka with him. 

 

Dave asked Pam Bensel, County Clerk to find out what was paid for the furniture when 

purchased. 

 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk                       ________________________________  

                      Dave Bozone, Chairman 

 

 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

MARCH 4, 2013 



 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with all members present.  Also 

present were Bob Johnson, County Counselor, Pam Bensel, County Clerk and RoGlenda Coulter, 

Hugoton Hermes.  Dave called the meeting to order.  Pat moved to approve the minutes of the 

last meeting.  Dave seconded.  Motion carried.  Jim moved to approve the county vouchers. Pat 

seconded.  Motion carried.  The clerk was instructed to draw warrants on the Treasurer 

chargeable to the various funds of the county for the following amounts: 

 

                                 General…………………………….….….238,293.79 

                                 Road & Bridge…………………….……..102,855.55 

                                 Airport……………………….……..……….5,398.27 

                                 Building…………………….……….…........1,471.26 

                                 Noxious Weed…………………...………….6,519.36 

                                 Community Health……………….…..........23,757.65 

                                 Airport Grants…………………………….230,660.10 

 

Dennis Kyger came in to observe the meeting. 

 

Bob Johnson advised that he and the City Attorney talked to the State of KS about the sewer line 

issue in the Stevens County Industrial Park area.  He told the State that it is basically between the 

City of Hugoton, the State Department and/or KDI. The County’s part of paying a third is their 

understanding of their part.  

 

Robert Rich presented the 2014 Wellness Center budget in the amount of $150,591.58. 

 

Robert presented three bids for a new heating/air-conditioning unit for the Wellness Center. 

 

      Lin Goode & Company-Goodman 3½ ton 13 seer package gas-electric unit  

                                              With 90,000 BTU 80% heat                        $3,950.00 

     

      Lynn’s Total Comfort LLC-Bryant 13 seer 3½ ton unit                     $6,155.60  

 

      Weber Refrigeration & Heating, Inc.-Goodman gpg13 3½ ton 13 seer 92,000 BTU 80%  

                                                                                                                   $5,795.00 

 

Pat moved to accept the bid from Lin Goode & Company for a Goodman 3½ ton 13 seer package 

gas-electric unit with 90,000 BTU 80% heat at the Wellness Center for $3,950.00.  Dave seconded.  

Motion carried. 

 

Robert discussed using the money that was encumbered from the Wellness Center 2012 budget for 

other items than what he originally asked for.  He asked to use it for repairs on the machines, 

parking blocks, signs to direct traffic around the building, a television and coffee pot. 

 

Commissioners agreed to allow Robert to purchase these items with the encumbrance monies from 

the 2012 Wellness Center budget. 

 

Ted Heaton came in with a bid for a new 2013 Chevrolet Silverado 4x4 Ext Cab pickup. 

                    

           Riley Chevrolet Buick, Inc      2013 Chevrolet Silverado 4x4 Ext Cab     $37,170.00 

                                                            3% Dealer Profit                                            1,115.10 

                                                            GM invoice pay 310 amount                        34,574.00 

                                                            Less GM Bid Assistance                               -6,500.00 

                                                            Less Good Deal Auto bid on 2009 Chev     10,600.00 

                                                                    Ext cab 4x4 

                                                            Total trade difference with Good              $18,589.10 

                                                                    Deal Auto Bid on used 

                                                            Add for Black Grille Guard                              550.00 

                                                                                                                                $19,139.10 

 

Dave moved to allow Ted to trade the 2009 Chevrolet Silverado pickup for a 2013 Chevrolet 

Silverado pickup.  Pat seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Dave moved to go into executive session for non-elected personnel for 10 minutes from 9:26am 

to 9:36am with Bob Johnson, County Counselor and Ted Heaton present.  Pat seconded.  Motion 

carried.  Meeting reconvened at 9:36am.  



 

J C Cantrell and Tony Martin came in to discuss Road and Bridge projects. 

 

J C and Tony discussed the roads that the Road and Bridge will asphalt this summer at the 

Pioneer Addition and the Stevens County Industrial Park. 

 

J C says he is waiting to hear from KDOT for the County and State to share the ditch before the 

County changes the Frontage Road at the Stevens County Industrial Park. 

 

There was discussion on waiving the 30 day waiting period for BC-BS on Tony Martin since he 

already has BC-BS with the City of Hugoton. 

 

Pat moved to waive the 30 day waiting period to switch Tony Martin over from the City of 

Hugoton to Stevens County’s BC-BS insurance.  Dave seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Tony informed the Commissioners that he will be going to school in May for Road and Bridge 

Supervisors. 

 

Bridget and Bobby Marshall came in to talk to the Commissioners. 

 

Dave moved to go into executive session for non-elected personnel for 15 minutes from 10:00am 

to 10:15am with Bob Johnson, County Counselor, Bridget Marshall and Bobby Marshall present.  

Pat seconded.  Motion carried.  Meeting reconvened at 10:15am.  

 

Three companies came in to present different heating /air conditioning systems for the Stevens 

County Courthouse. 

 

      Joseph Samia – Central Air Conditioning, Wichita, KS  

      Mike Tolar – Weber Refrigeration, Liberal, KS 

      Christian Knipp and Sean Miller – Trane Equipment, Wichita, KS 

 

The Commissioners and RoGlenda Coulter with the Hugoton Hermes came back to the 

Courthouse at 1:00pm to go on a tour of Abengoa with Tom Robb. 

 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk                       ________________________________  

                      Dave Bozone, Chairman 

 

 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

MARCH 18, 2013 

 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with all members present.  Also 

present were Bob Johnson, County Counselor, Pam Bensel, County Clerk and RoGlenda Coulter, 

Hugoton Hermes.  Dave called the meeting to order.  Pat moved to approve the minutes of the 

last meeting.  Dave seconded.  Motion carried.  Jim moved to approve the county vouchers. Pat 

seconded.  Motion carried.  The clerk was instructed to draw warrants on the Treasurer 

chargeable to the various funds of the county for the following amounts: 

 

                                 General…………………………….….…….32,867.14 

                                 Road & Bridge…………………….………. 21,045.80 

                                 Building…………………….……….….......10,888.39   

                                 Noxious Weed…………………...…………..4,567.86 

                                 Alcoholic Treatment…………………………...237.50 

                                 Insurance Agency Damages………………....1,259.02 

                                 Community Health……………….….............5,003.42 

                                 Fire Bequest……………………………….…1,460.13 

                                 Employee’s P/R Misc W/H…………………..…74.36 

 

Dave moved to approve Resolution 13-04 providing for the adoption of the Stevens County Solid 

Waste Management Plan.  Pat seconded.  Motion carried. 

 



Pat moved to go into executive session for non-elected personnel for 15 minutes from 8:52am to 

9:07am with Bob Johnson, County Counselor present. Jim seconded.  Motion carried.  Meeting 

reconvened at 9:07am.  

 

Billy Bell, Mayor of Moscow, came in on behalf of the citizens of Moscow to discuss the hay 

that is being stacked on Warren Spikes’ land northeast of Moscow.  He feels if there was a fire, 

Moscow would not have enough water to stop the fire.  Then, he felt rodents could be a problem. 

 

Bob Johnson explained with the hay being on private property; unless it violates or is against 

zoning regulations it limits what the County can do.  Bob will check with the State Fire Marshall. 

 

Tony Martin talked to Paul Nordyke with the City of Hugoton and KDI wants to cut 1
st
 Street 

and go across to lay the sewer line to the milk processing plant. 

 

The Commissioners say King Enterprises will need to bore under 1
st
 Street and case the sewer 

line. 

 

Tony informed the Commissioners that he may not be able to get rock or oil for the road repair 

projects planned for this summer.  Tony said he will make some more calls to find out if he can 

possibly get the materials. 

 

Tony asked if the County could help with cobra for the month of April BC-BS payment.  The 

amount is $1,900.00.  He will start with the County’s insurance in May. 

 

Tony asked to get bids for 2 pickups with trade in of 2 – 2000 Chevrolets.  Commissioners asked 

to have bids with trade in and without trade in. 

 

The Commissioners discussed putting the pickups on the Purple Wave page to sell. 

 

Dave moved to allow Tony to get two pickup bids – used and new pickups.  Pat seconded.  

Motion carried. 

 

Thea Schnittker came in to discuss county surveyors and the cost for the review reference to 

Resolution 99-06.  Bob will draw up a new resolution to change the names of surveyors and the 

cost of the review.  He will draw up an agreement for the surveyors to sign for the rate charge of 

the review and to continue paying through the county. 

 

Loren Wright was scheduled to come in to talk to the Commissioners about the county surveyors 

but was a no show. 

 

The Commissioners agreed to put Dave Matthews of Garden City, Loren Wright of Ulysses and 

Vernon Cress of Garden City on the list of surveyors for Stevens County.  Bob will draw up a 

resolution listing the names and cost with an agreement for the surveyors to sign. 

 

Bill Lorg with Central Air Conditioning Company brought in a quote for the heat/air project at 

the courthouse. 

 

Ted Heaton checked in to report on the Sheriff’s Department, everything going good. 

 

Pat moved to go into executive session for non-elected personnel for 5 minutes from 10:50am to 

10:55am with Bob Johnson, County Counselor present.  Jim seconded.  Motion carried.  Meeting 

reconvened at 10:55am. 

 

Neal Gillespie came in to talk about the land that is up for Sheriff sale. 

 

Neal talked about the Neighborhood Revitalization plan and a Rural Housing Incentive district to 

help spur new housing development for the community. 

 

Neal invited the Commissioners to a housing webinar on April 2, 2013 at 7:00pm at the School 

Central Office. 

 

The State of Kansas stated since City of Hugoton is not on the same insurance plan that Stevens 

County is, the 30 day waiting period could not be waived. 

 

The Commissioners will discuss the insurance matter at the next meeting, April 1, 2013. 



 

Eunice sent a letter to the Commissioners to inform them that Charlotte Veatch’s term on the 

Library Board ends April 30, 2013.  Eunice asked the Commissioners to consider appointing 

Theresa Gerrond to replace Charlotte Veatch. 

 

Dave moved to appoint Theresa Gerrond to replace Charlotte Veatch on the Library Board as of 

May 1, 2013.  Pat seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk                       ________________________________  

                      Dave Bozone, Chairman 

 

 

 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

APRIL 1, 2013 

 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with all members present.  Also 

present were Bob Johnson, County Counselor, Pam Bensel, County Clerk, RoGlenda Coulter and 

Marie Austin, Hugoton Hermes.  Dave called the meeting to order.  Pat moved to approve the 

minutes of the last meeting.  Dave seconded.  Motion carried.  Pat moved to approve the county 

vouchers. Jim seconded.  Motion carried.  The clerk was instructed to draw warrants on the 

Treasurer chargeable to the various funds of the county for the following amounts: 

 

                                 General…………………………….….…….272,584.53 

                                 Road & Bridge…………………….………. 157,296.70 

                                 Airport……………………………………..…56,773.27 

                                 Building…………………….……….…..........17,899.33 

                                 Noxious Weed…………………...…………...10,153.47 

                                 Library………………………………………..98,194.75 

                                 Alcoholic Treatment…………………………......237.50 

                                 Insurance Agency Damages………………...........651.81 

                                 Community Health……………….…..............33,988.95 

                                 Airport Grants………………………………...12,699.52 

                                 911 E Wireless…………………………………..8,834.00 

                                 Employee’s P/R Misc W/H…………………..…1,811.54 

 

Tony McBride came in to discuss different items that need replaced at the new Pioneer Manor.   

 

Tony also discussed changes in the ceiling at the old Pioneer Manor building. 

 

Phillip Willis asked if he could get a bid for a pickup for the Weed Department.  He asked if he 

could get one on a used pickup so both Riley Chevrolet and Ghumm’s Auto could bid. 

 

The Commissioners agreed to allow Phillip Willis to get a bid from the two car dealers. 

 

Phillip Willis asked the Commissioners if he could put a fence around the 80 acres of land set aside 

for future landfill.  It will cost approximately $33,000.00 and if $5,000.00 could be set aside every 

year to pay for the fence.  The Commissioners said also look at the encumbrance amount each year 

if monies are left in the Solid Waste account.  

 

Phillip also asked if he could put the tire shredder at the landfill up for bid.  The Commissioners 

agreed to sell the tire shredder. 

 

Bob Johnson informed the Commissioners about the real estate contract with Kansas Dairy 

Ingredients Plant.   

 

Pat moved to go into executive session for non-elected personnel for 15 minutes from 9:04am to 

9:19am with Bob Johnson, County Counselor present.  Jim seconded.  Motion carried.  Meeting 

reconvened at 9:19am. 

 

Dave asked Tony Martin about putting yield signs up at the Stevens County Industrial Park area. 

 



Tony Martin and Roger Lynch asked about the two trailer houses that need to be moved to the 

landfill.  City of Moscow is willing to pay to have the trailers moved to the landfill and the City 

will get the owners to sign consent or a release for the moving of the trailers. 

 

Roger said Phil Gooch moves trailers.  The Commissioners don’t want to interfere with someone 

if they do this as a business.  The Commissioners suggested the City of Moscow contacting Phil 

Gooch for this project. 

 

Tony Martin asked again about the County paying a portion of the month of April cobra 

insurance for Blue Cross – Blue Shield he had to pay with the City of Hugoton before getting on 

the County’s insurance.  The Commissioners agreed to pay $1,450.03 of the $1,900.00. 

 

Tony said he talked to Purple Wave and there is a dealer at Liberal that works for them.   

Alvin Riley with Riley Chevrolet Buick, Inc brought in bid for 2 new 2013 Chevrolet Silverado 

4x4 Ext Cab pickups with a trade of 2 - 2001 Ford Ext Cab 4x4 pickups with 140,000 + miles for 

a cost each of $21,770.90 totaling $43,541.80. 

 

Dave moved to allow Tony to purchase 2 new 2013 Chevrolet Silverado 4x4 Ext Cab pickups 

with a trade of 2 - 2001 Ford Ext Cab 4x4 pickups with 140,000 + miles for a cost each of 

$21,770.90 totaling $43,541.80.  Jim seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Tony informed the Commissioners that he talked to Pete Earles about the lagoon, south of town. 

 

Dave moved to go into executive session for non-elected personnel for 5 minutes from 9:45am to 

9:50am with Bob Johnson, County Counselor and Tony Martin present.  Pat seconded.  Motion 

carried.  Meeting reconvened at 9:50am. 

 

Ted Heaton, Stu Moore, USD 209 Superintendent and Mark Crawford, USD 210 Superintendent 

came in to discuss getting a law enforcement officer for each school district.  Ted explained the 

officers would be County employees through Ted and work for him when school is not in 

session.  They will be a School Resource Officer that is a certified officer to legally carry a gun 

and carry out law enforcement duties.  Ted says they will rotate shifts between the school and 

county after school. 

 

Mark Crawford talked about how other Counties split the cost with the school district.  Mark 

says it will include all three schools but focus mainly on the middle and high school.  There will 

be office space at the school for the officer.  

 

Stu Moore talked to his school board members and school board attorney about ways to protect 

the kids because the kids are too valuable to take any chances.  There will be office space at the 

school provided for the officer. 

 

Connie Gold and Vanessa Willis came in to talk to the Commissioners. 

 

Pat moved to go into executive session for non-elected personnel for 10 minutes from 10:09am 

to 10:14am with Bob Johnson, County Counselor, Connie Gold and Vanessa Willis present.  Jim 

seconded.  Motion carried.  Meeting reconvened at 10:14am.   

 

Christian Knipp with Trane Co of Wichita had a conference call with the Commissioners to 

discuss the heating and air system for the Courthouse. 

                Mitsubishi electric system 

                No roof top mount 

                 

Christian was asked to work up bids.  He will have the engineer look at the drawings and put the 

bid together.  They discussed the warranty of the unit.  There is a 7 year warranty on the 

compressor and 1 year on parts and labor.  It will take up to 4 weeks to get the equipment. 

 

Pat asked Christian about the cost of energy usage.  Christian says he can work up an analysis for 

the cost. 

 

Megan Sullivan and Linda Stalcup came in to present a list of furniture and equipment needed 

for the new Physical Therapy building.  There were three quotes from Direct Supply - 

$32,140.00, 

Correctional Kansas Industries - $11,634.75 and Central States Fitness Systems, Inc -$10,695.00. 

 



Megan says they are waiting for another bid from KCI for a desk, laptop and book shelf. 

 

Linda said the Hospital will pay for the startup cost for the Physical Therapy building.   

 

Dave moved to accept the three quotes from Direct Supply - $32,140.00, Correctional Kansas 

Industries - $11,634.75 and Central States Fitness Systems, Inc -$10,695.00.  Pat seconded.  

Motion carried. 

 

Neal Gillespie came in to discuss Neighborhood Revitalization plan.  He talked about what the 

Economic Board felt would be a fair plan for the community. The Commissioners told him to 

work something up and come back the next meeting to present the plan. 

 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk                       ________________________________  

                      Dave Bozone, Chairman 

 

 

 BOARD OF CANVASSERS MEETING 

APRIL 8, 2013 

 

The Board of Canvassers met at 8:00am to canvass the votes from the April 2, 2013, City/School 

General Election.  Present were Jim Bell, Connie Gold and Pam Bensel, County Clerk.   

 

There were 4 Provisional Ballots and all 4 ballots were counted.  These ballots did not change 

the outcome of the election of the first count.   

 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk                         ________________________________  

                        Jim Bell, Vice Chairman 

 

 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

APRIL 15, 2013 

 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with all members present.  Also 

present were Bob Johnson, County Counselor, Pam Bensel, County Clerk, RoGlenda Coulter and 

Marie Austin, Hugoton Hermes.  Dave called the meeting to order.  Pat moved to approve the 

minutes of  the last meeting.  Dave seconded.  Motion carried.  Pat moved to approve the county 

vouchers. Jim seconded.  Motion carried.  The clerk was instructed to draw warrants on the 

Treasurer chargeable to the various funds of the county for the following amounts: 

 

                                 General…………………………….….…….52,079.24 

                                 Road & Bridge…………………….………. 17,022.67 

                                 Building…………………….……….……........765.96 

                                 Employees Benefit…………………………...1,450.03 

                                 Noxious Weed…………………...…………….248.73 

                                 Diversion………………………………….........292.00 

                                 Community Health……………….…...........15,808.04 

                                 Wekando……………………………….….…3,750.00 

                                 Employee’s P/R Misc W/H………………......…84.36 

 

Tony McBride came in to give an update on the Pioneer Manor heating and air conditioning 

system that works with the computers. 

 

Tony expressed the need for someone to help work with the lawn care at the Pioneer Manor. 

 

Tony talked about the old Pioneer Manor project.  Tony informed the Commissioners that the 

masonry and electrical people are behind in their work. 

 

Tony presented a proposal for ceiling revisions on the Health Department/Physical Therapy project 

in the amount of $20,612.00. 

 



Pat moved to accept proposal change for the Health Department/Physical Therapy project in the 

amount of $20,612.00.  Dave seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Rodney Kelling checked in and informed the Commissioners that he is taking the first ambulance 

to Colorado to have the cot put in then May 1 he will take the 2
nd

 ambulance.  He informed them 

that the Medical Foundation donated $5,000.00 to help with the installation of the cots. 

 

Tony Martin informed the Commissioners the Road Department is hauling ¾” rock in preparation 

of the 2013 projects.   

 

Tony said he would get a cost estimate for an approach and the road to the scales for KDI at the 

Stevens County Industrial Park area.   

 

Tony discussed putting up the yield signs in the Stevens County Industrial Park area.   

 

Tony discussed the streets and curb and gutter in the Pioneer Addition. 

 

Tony talked about the repairs for second street - Road D and Road Y.   

 

Ed and Alicia Stevenson came in to discuss purchasing a lot - Block 17 Lot 3 - in the Pioneer 

Addition.  Ed asked for a copy of the covenants and what the price of the lots and specials would 

be. 

 

Ted Heaton checked in to see if Commissioners needed anything from the Sheriff’s Department. 

 

Sheila Ellis came in to talk about the lesser Prairie Chicken as an endangered species.  Sheila is 

working with James Carlson of Garden City to prevent the listing of the lesser Prairie Chicken as 

an endangered species. 

 

Sheila asked if the County would be willing to give a contribution of $785.00 for the next 3 

months.  The Commissioners decided to wait till the next meeting to decide. 

 

Phillip Willis brought in bids to purchase the tire shearer at the landfill.   

 

                Wesley Regensberg     $75.00 

                O D’s Shop     $395.00 

                Hugoton Metal Recycling      $1,000.00 

 

Pat moved to accept the bid from Hugoton Metal Recycling for $1,000.00 to purchase the tire 

shearer. 

Jim seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Phillip brought in bids on a pickup for the landfill. 

 

               Ghumm’s Auto – 2013 Ford F150 4x4 Supercab  $26,780.00 (used) 

               (Jim Ghumm) 

               Riley Chevrolet Buick, Inc – 2013 Chevrolet Silverado 4x4 Ext Cab   28,689.10 (new) 

               (Alvin Riley) 

 

Jim moved to accept bid from Ghumm’s Auto for a 2013 Ford F150 4x4 Supercab at a price of  

$26,780.00 (used).  Pat seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Eunice Schroeder came in to ask how the County’s bid process is done.  The Library board is 

taking bids for carpet replacement and to use stack lifters to move books.  The Library is going to 

have their 100
th

 year anniversary in 2014. 

 

Dan Corpening came in to talk about the lots in the Stevens County Industrial Park that were set 

aside for a future hotel.  He asked if the lots could be held until the investment group is finalized.  

He asked if they could negotiate a price.  The Commissioners told him it is $16,000.00 an acre 

including specials. 

 

Jim moved to allow Corporate East name on the lots – Block 1 Lot 1 & 2 in the Stevens County 

Industrial Park until July 1, 2013.  Pat seconded.  Motion carried. 

 



Millie Heger came in to ask if the gate on the north side of the race track leading to the pit could be 

kept locked because of vandalism.  The Commissioners agreed to allow the gate to be locked if a 

key was given to Phillip Willis so the landfill employees could enter at any time.  Millie said that 

would work for her. 

 

Paula Rowden came in to inform the Commissioners that there was a study done to review overall 

counties of the State of Kansas and because of our WIC services, Stevens County ranked 3
rd

.  

Paula invited the Commissioners to a meeting on Thursday, June 13 in Garden City at the 

Wheatland Convention Center or Wednesday, July 24 in Liberal at the Hampton Inn to help 

understand the funding of the programs. 

 

Paula asked for a dishwasher to be put in at the new Community Health building.  It would cost 

around $500.00. 

 

Neal Gillespie came in to discuss Neighborhood Revitalization.  He presented a plan to have the 

Commissioners to adopt for Stevens County. 

 

Pat moved to adopt the Neighborhood Revitalization Plan.  Jim seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Commissioners asked J C Cantrell to come in and presented him with a plaque for his years of 

service for Stevens County. 

 

Jim reported on the WEKANDO meeting he had attended. 

 

Dave moved to take $5,000.00 out of the General Fund to supply the money needed for the 2013 

Extension Council budget do to a mistake at the budget workshop in 2012.  Pat seconded.  Motion 

carried.  

 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk                         ________________________________  

                        Dave Bozone, Chairman 

 

 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

MAY 6, 2013 

 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with all members present.  Also 

present were Bob Johnson, County Counselor, Pam Bensel, County Clerk and RoGlenda Coulter, 

Hugoton Hermes.  Dave called the meeting to order.  Pat moved to approve the minutes of April 

8, 2013 and April 15, 2013.  Dave seconded.  Motion carried. Dave moved to approve the county 

vouchers. Pat seconded.  Motion carried.  The clerk was instructed to draw warrants on the 

Treasurer chargeable to the various funds of the county for the following amounts: 

 

                                 General…………………………….….……..237,636.34 

                                 Road & Bridge…………………….………. .137,573.64 

                                 Building…………………….……….…….....370,775.94 

                                 Airport………………………………………….5,504.43 

                                 Noxious Weed…………………...…………....35,324.62 

                                 Alcoholic Treatment……………………….…….237.50 

                                 Ambulance Bequest……………………………1,530.64 

                                 Community Health……………….…..............27,935.14 

                                 Reg of Deeds Tech…………………………….3,795.00 

                                 Employee’s P/R Misc W/H……………….......…105.54 

                                 Airport Grants………………………………...14,513.73 

 

Rodney Kelling came in to inform the Commissioners that the power lifts on the cots for  

the ambulances have been installed. 

 

Rodney advised about the water tank on the burnt fire truck had been changed to a different truck 

and the remainder of the County truck is in safekeeping. 

 

Dr. Leslie Bissell with Southwest Guidance Center came in to inform the Commissioners what 

direction the program is going with the state.  The Governor has developed a plan to repurpose 

existing funds. 



 

Mark Hinde and Verleen Hancock presented the 2014 budget request for Southwest 

Developmental Services Inc in the amount of $36,874. 

 

Jill Reagle and Amy McGraff presented the 2014 budget request for Russell Childhood 

Development Center in the amount of $24,500.00. 

 

Sherri Martin presented the 2014 budget request for Soil Conservation in the amount of 

$32,020.00. 

 

Sherri explained the updates on programs for Soil Conservation. 

 

Dan Corpening came in to discuss the price of the lots in the Stevens County Industrial Park 

because of the gas line on Block 1 Lot 1. 

 

Commissioners agreed to combine Block 1 Lot 3 with Block 1 Lot 1 and Lot 2 to hold for future 

hotel. 

 

Ted Heaton came in to discuss the School Resource Officer.  He will continue getting information 

from the surrounding areas. 

 

Ted discussed the cameras at the Sheriff’s Department.  He informed the Commissioners that the 

cameras are not recording.  He talked to Simplex and they said the cameras need updated.  He got 

a quote Tyco Simplex Grinnell and presented it to the Commissioners in the amount of $24,886.32.  

He reported that the County Attorney would allocate $5,000.00 out of Diversion toward the dvr 

upgrade. 

 

Pat moved to accept the quote from Tyco Simplex Grinnell for the dvr upgrade in the amount of 

$24,886.32.  Dave seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Christian Knipp and Shawn Miller with Knipp Equipment of Wichita, KS came in to present the 

mechanical upgrades for the Courthouse heating/air conditioning unit and a separate unit for the 

Memorial Hall.  The cost for the units, not to exceed, would be $765,567.00.  Susan Schulte came 

in to listen. 

 

Christian and Shawn also had a quote to replace the lighting with magnetic ballasts and T12 lamps 

with electronic ballasts and 32 watt T8 lamps for a cost of $31,570.  The payback period would be 

within 4 years. 

 

Christian said there could be a payment schedule worked out. 

 

Neal Gillespie came in to discuss the Neighborhood Revitalization Plan.  There will need to be a 

public hearing.  The City of Hugoton will be meeting tonight and there will be more discussion.  

Neal will be talking to Hugoton City & Moscow City and USD 210 and USD 209 schools on May 

20. 

 

Dave moved to proceed with the amended Neighborhood Revitalization Plan depending upon the 

public hearing.  Pat seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Neal asked if the Commissioners would approve changing the name of Stevens County Industrial 

Park to Senator Morris Industrial Park.   

 

Pat moved to changing the name of Stevens County Industrial Park to Senator Morris Industrial 

Park. 

Jim seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Rodney Kelling came in to ask about a burn ban for Stevens County.  The Commissioners will 

discuss at the next meeting. 

 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk                         ________________________________  

                        Dave Bozone, Chairman 

   

 



 COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

MAY 20, 2013 

 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with Jim Bell and Pat Hall present.  

Also present were Bob Johnson, County Counselor, Pam Bensel, County Clerk and RoGlenda 

Coulter, Hugoton Hermes.  Jim called the meeting to order.  Pat moved to approve the minutes of 

the last meeting.  Jim seconded.  Motion carried. Jim moved to approve the county vouchers. Pat 

seconded.  Motion carried.  The clerk was instructed to draw warrants on the Treasurer 

chargeable to the various funds of the county for the following amounts: 

 

                                 General…………………………….….……..52,997.97 

                                 Road & Bridge…………………….………. .37,655.01 

                                 Building…………………….……….…….... 11,397.68 

                                 Noxious Weed…………………...……………...232.97 

                                 Ambulance Bequest…………………………..1,666.34 

                                 Community Health……………….…...............5,060.16 

                                 Wekando……………………………………...3,750.00 

                                 Employee’s P/R Misc W/H……………….......…70.36 

 

Dan Corpening was here to observe the meeting. 

 

Pat moved to go into executive session for attorney/client negotiations for 20 minutes from 

8:40am to 9:00am with Bob Johnson, County Counselor present.  Jim seconded.  Motion carried.  

Meeting reconvened at 9:00am.  No decisions made. 

 

Rodney Kelling came in to discuss the burn ban.  It was decided to control the burn ban by when 

the weather service puts out the fire watches and red flag watches.   

 

Ted Heaton came in to discuss County Road N.  It connects with a Morton County road.  On the 

Morton County side the road is paved and Stevens County side it is dirt.  Ted was asking to have 

pavement ends or a stop sign put up at the County line.  He will contact Morton County to see if 

they will do the same thing. 

 

Tony Martin informed the Commissioners that the KS Highway meeting in Wichita went well 

and was very informative. 

 

Tony said the Road Department will start the roads at the Stevens County Industrial Park on June 

1, 2013.  The roads will cost approximately $253,000.00. 

 

Tony informed the Commissioners of the projects that the Road Department will be doing this 

summer.  (roads in the Pioneer Addition, seal Second Street or Road D and Road 12, and patch 

White Road or Road V and Woods Road or Road 26. 

 

Tony presented the 2014 Road and Bridge budget in the amount of $3,948,980.00. 

 

Tony presented the 2014 Fair budget in the amount of $126,950.00. 

 

Nancy Honig, Josh Morris and Ben McClure with the Extension Office presented the 2014 

Extension budget in the amount of $161,000.00. 

 

Nancy Honig presented the 2014 4-H Building budget in the amount of $13,500.00. 

 

Nancy asked if the $200.00 cash deposit for the Memorial Hall could be waived for the 

Extension Council when having meetings in the Memorial Hall.  The Commissioners agreed to 

waive the deposit. 

 

Neal Gillespie, Dan Corpening, Jack Rowden, Mike Eshbaugh, Paul Nordyke, Tony Martin, Pete 

Earles, Tron Stegman, Brian Hemann, Tim Gomez, Wayne Tate, Tom Hicks and Matt Green 

came in to discuss Hugoton City’s force main and lagoon at the Stevens County Industrial Park 

for KDI, Inc. 

 

There was discussion of the County deeding 30 acres to the City of Hugoton for the lagoon area 

and the City keep the 80 acres owned by the City of Hugoton for irrigation.  The City of Hugoton 

will be recouping the money for the project but the City is asking for Stevens County and KDI, 

Inc to help pay for the project. 



 

Pat moved for Stevens County to pay 1/3 of the cost for the new pipeline, the 1/3 being 

$28,712.43 and deed to Hugoton City the 30 acres for purpose of lagoon at the same price that 

the county paid.  Pete Earles will get the legal description for the deed.  Jim seconded.  Motion 

carried. 

 

Vicki Hubin with Western KS Child Advocacy Center came in to ask for pledge from Stevens 

County for 2014.  Ted Heaton expressed his concern to keep the Western KS Child Advocacy 

Center.  They do a great job for the county and it helps the Sheriff’s office out also. 

 

Susan Schulte came in to talk to the Commissioners. 

 

Jim moved to go into executive session for non-elected personnel for 5 minutes from 11:45am to 

11:50am with Bob Johnson, County Counselor present.  Pat seconded.  Motion carried.  Meeting 

reconvened at11:50am.  No action taken. 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk                         ________________________________  

                        Jim Bell, Vice Chairman 

 

 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

JUNE 3, 2013 

 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with all members present.  Also 

present were Bob Johnson, County Counselor, Pam Bensel, County Clerk and RoGlenda Coulter, 

Hugoton Hermes.  Dave called the meeting to order.  Pat moved to approve the minutes of the 

last meeting.  Dave seconded.  Motion carried. Jim moved to approve the county vouchers. Pat 

seconded.  Motion carried.  The clerk was instructed to draw warrants on the Treasurer 

chargeable to the various funds of the county for the following amounts: 

 

                                 General…………………………….….……..253,990.57 

                                 Road & Bridge…………………….……….  155,069.94 

                                 Building…………………….……….…….....160,643.97 

                                 Airport………………………………………….5,504.43 

                                 Noxious Weed…………………...…………....31,759.36 

                                 Alcoholic Treatment……………………….…….237.50 

                                 Community Health……………….…..............24,865.67 

                                 Employee’s P/R Misc W/H……………….........…74.36 

 

Richard Claggett came in to ask about putting in a gas line for irrigation purposes on the County’s 

right of way, going across Section 18-35-38W to Section 17-35-38W.  The Commissioners said the 

procedure is that individuals ask the land owner for permission to go across their land not on the 

County’s land. 

 

Curtis Crawford came in to introduce himself and inform the Commissioners of his business, Alert 

Alarm Company.  He explained his business and what he could do for the County. 

 

Connie Gold presented the 2014 Treasurer budget in the amount of $172,000.00. 

 

Connie and Vanessa Willis discussed hiring another person to get trained before Connie retires.   

 

Ted Heaton came in to listen to Curtis Crawford but Curtis got in and out earlier than his time 

allotted. 

 

Ted informed the Commissioners that the fire was down good but still smoldering. 

 

Tony Martin came in and informed the Commissioners that he had talked to Morton County about 

putting a stop sign up on the road that connects with Stevens County Road N.  They said there is a 

process to go through before one can be put up. 

 

Tony talked about the asphalt for the roads around KDI in Stevens County Industrial Park.  The 

Road Department will start working on the road Thursday. 

 

Tony told the Commissioners how much Road and Bridge spent to help with the fire at Moscow. 



 

Tony asked if he could get bids for two new graders with trades. 

 

Dave moved to allow Tony to send out specifications for 1 or 2 grader bids.  Jim seconded.  

Motion carried. 

 

Tony Hall, living in Spikes Addition, came in to inform the Commissioners about 4 wheelers 

riding up and down the alleys then going on to Russell Lake.  He asked if there was anything that 

could be done to keep the dirt and speed down. 

 

Eunice Schroeder and Bob Eyestone presented the 2014 Library budget in the amount of 

$411,502.46 and 2014 Library Employee Benefits budget in the amount of $63,497.54. 

 

Eunice informed the Commissioners of the new features the Library has now and some they are 

getting for the summer. 

 

Dave showed some financial paperwork, from Knipp/Trane Co, to the other Commissioners.  

Theresa Dasenbrock got some amounts together on the building fund for the Courthouse heat/air 

conditioning project.  Bob will check with the Citizens State Bank and First National Bank of 

Hugoton about presenting figures for 2 or 3 years of financing for the project. 

 

Suresh Bhakta, Bharat Bhakta, Sanmleh Bhakta and Praful Bhakta came in to discuss putting in a 

motel in the Stevens Industrial Park area.   

 

Neal Gillespie came in to discuss the Neighborhood Revitalization Plan.  He explained the benefits 

of the plan for new developers coming into Stevens County. 

 

Commissioners asked the Hospital Administration and Board to come in and discuss possibly 

having separate boards for hospital and Pioneer Manor.  Linda Stalcup, Dave Piper, Patty Lahey, 

Warren Willis, Rachel Crane, Kirk Heger and Milton Gillespie came in for the meeting. 

 

Dave Piper presented the financial reasons for not splitting the board. 

 

Warren Willis and Kirk Heger stated their opinions on one board or separate boards for the 

Hospital/Nursing Home. 

 

Linda Stalcup explained there will always be a staff situation but the Administration and Board is 

trying to work it out. 

 

Dave Bozone expressed his concerns on the splitting of the board. 

 

Patty Lahey asked why the board was called in. 

 

Dave Bozone said there were rumors from other citizens so the Commissioners wanted to hear the 

boards view on the situation. 

 

Paula Rowden presented the 2014 Community Health budget in the amount of $493,830.00. 

 

Paula asked about having a dead tree removed at the new Community Health building (old Pioneer 

Manor) before the 4
th

 of July fireworks. 

 

Dave moved to allow Paula to contact Larry Martin to remove the tree if he will do it at the price 

as the ones removed from the Courthouse being $500.00 each.  Pat seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Paula explained the services that are provided by Community Health and the clients that are 

encountered per year. 

 

Dave moved to go into executive session for non-elected personnel for 5 minutes from 11:50am 

to 11:55am with Bob Johnson, County Counselor and Paula Rowden present.  Pat seconded.  

Motion carried.  Meeting reconvened at11:55am.  No action taken. 

 

Phillip Willis presented the 2014 Noxious Weed budget in the amount of $207,040.00, the 2014 

Solid Waste budget in the amount of $282,880.00 and the 2014 Rodent Control budget in the 

amount of $4,000.00. 

 



By motion the Board adjourned. 

 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk                         ________________________________  

                        Dave Bozone, Chairman 

 

. 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

JUNE 17, 2013 

 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with all members present.  Also 

present were Bob Johnson, County Counselor, Pam Bensel, County Clerk and RoGlenda Coulter, 

Hugoton Hermes.  Dave called the meeting to order.  Jim moved to approve the minutes of the 

last meeting.  Pat seconded.  Motion carried. Jim moved to approve the county vouchers. Pat 

seconded.  Motion carried.  The clerk was instructed to draw warrants on the Treasurer 

chargeable to the various funds of the county for the following amounts: 

 

                                 General…………………………….….……..50,427.43 

                                 Road & Bridge…………………….……….172,276.29 

                                 Building…………………….……….…….......5,829.84 

                                 Noxious Weed…………………...…………....1,253.87 

                                 Community Health……………….…...............4,171.77 

                                 Fire Bequest……………………………………...40.00 

                                 Airport Grants………………………………...9,978.19 

                                 Employee’s P/R Misc W/H………………........…76.36 

 

Tony Martin came in to inform the Commissioners that the roads for the KDI plant in the Stevens 

County Industrial Park are finished. Tony is waiting to hear from the State on the approach off of 

Highway 51 into the Stevens County Industrial Park area. 

 

Tony expressed needing a generator for the asphalt plant because of electrical outage at times.  It 

causes problems with getting asphalt out of conveyer if the electricity is off.  The plant will get 

stopped up and they have to chisel it out after it cools off.  The generator will cost around 

$25,000.00 and he would like to have it on a trailer to be used at the County shop, also. 

 

Tony reported that the specifications for the graders have gone out for bid. 

 

Tony discussed bringing rock in from Colorado by railroad instead of hauling by truck.  The cost 

would be around the same. 

 

Kim Schroeder came in to ask about the furniture with the shelves.   

 

Deke Carter came in to discuss the lots in the Stevens County Industrial Park. 

 

Dave moved to go into executive session for land acquisition and contract negotiation for 15 

minutes from 9:05am to 9:20am with Bob Johnson, County Counselor and Deke Carter present.  

Pat seconded.  Motion carried.  Meeting reconvened at 9:20am.  No action taken. 

 

Barry Angell and Gary Gold with First National Bank and Jack Rowden with Citizens State 

Bank came in to present a 3 year lease purchase proposal of $800,000.00 for the Stevens County 

Courthouse heat/air system.  

 

Jim moved to accept the proposal from Knipp Equipment of Wichita, KS for heat/air system and 

to replace the lighting with magnetic ballasts and T12 lamps with electronic ballasts and 32 watt 

T8 lamps for a cost of $797,137.00.  Pat seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Dave moved to accept lease purchase proposal from Citizens State Bank for $800,000.00 for 3 

years at 1.65%.  Jim seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Tom Fuhrmann, Terry Lawhon and Greg Wellbrock came in to discuss the 2014 county values. 

Tom says the values are down considerably.  Tom explained that an acting appraiser has to have 

120 eligible points every 4 years to stay certified as an appraiser.  He says with the health 

problems he has had for the past 2 years, he is not able to meet the requirements to be the 

Stevens County Appraiser as of July 1, 2013.  Tom asked for the Commissioners to consider 

using Greg Wellbrock as the Stevens County Appraiser starting July 1, 2013.  He meets all 

requirements as an appraiser. 



 

Tom says Bob will need to draw up a resolution for this appointment. 

 

Pat moved to go into executive session for non-elected personnel for 10 minutes from 9:40am to 

9:50am with Bob Johnson, County Counselor, Tom Fuhrmann, Terry Lawhon and Greg 

Wellbrock present.  Jim seconded.  Motion carried.  Meeting reconvened at 9:50am.   

 

Dave moved to appoint Greg Wellbrock as Stevens County Appraiser for a 4 year term.  Bob 

will draw up the Resolution.  Pat seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Terry Lawhon presented the annual Real Estate contract for Landmark with an increase of 8% in 

the amount of $97,160.00.  (which is included in the 2014 Appraisal budget)  Commissioners 

will decide at a later time. 

 

Tom Fuhrmann presented the 2014 Appraisal budget in the amount of $287,954.00. 

 

Dave moved for a 6 month exemption for concealed carry in the Stevens County Courthouse, 

pursuant to Kansas Law.  Jim seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Billy Bell, Mayor of Moscow, and other concerned citizens:  Sevalan Brollier, Pat Bell, Doug 

Bell, Lorene Bell, Zo Roland, Jon Lund, Joe Heatherman, Curtis Crawford, JoAnn Ratledge, 

Judy Hickert, Tia Bell, Ashley Slemp, Kristy Brazeal, Jim Shaddix, Denise Shoff, Kara Sears, 

Darcie Grandstaff, Larry Bradford, Elvia Hernandez, Marlene Hernandez, Lorie Christensen, 

Patty Lahey, Monica Gonzalez, Miguel Gomez, Francisco Gonzalez, Blanca Torres, Jaime 

Maldonado, Guillermo Gomez, Hope Gonzalez, Paco Gonzalez, Monica Gonzalez, Aracely 

Bustillos, Jose Gonzalez, Jose J Gonzalez, Alfredo Gonzalez, Kate Gonzalez, Kenia Gonzalez, 

Jose Verdugo and Hermila Gonzalez came in to discuss what could be done about the hay fire.  

 

Billy informed the Commissioners that a 3
rd

 Class City can’t change the zoning of a parcel of 

land.  The parcel in question is now zoned Agriculture. 

 

The Commissioners informed Billy and the other citizens; they will have Bob check and see if 

there are any other options. 

 

Dave moved to go into executive session for attorney/client pending litigation for 5 minutes from 

10:37am to 10:42am with Bob Johnson, County Counselor present.  Jim seconded.  Motion 

carried.  Meeting reconvened at 10:42am.  

 

Dave opened public hearing for Neighborhood Revitalization Plan at 11:10am.  Neal Gillespie, 

Gary Gold and Connie Gold were at the hearing.  

 

Neal stated that by State Law the business has to inform the Appraiser’s Office before applying 

 

Dave moved to close the Public Hearing at 11:20am. 

 

Pat moved for Stevens County to participate with the Neighborhood Revitalization program.  Jim 

seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Neal Gillespie presented the 2014 Economic Development budget in the amount of $90,304.90. 

 

Tony Martin came in with Bryce Winter and Adam Koster, MKEC Engineering and Ken 

Burkhead, BRB working as contractors for Abengoa.  They came in to discuss the water line for 

Abengoa.  Bryce Winter asked what the agreement between Stevens County and Abengoa was.  

He explained what Abengoa had told him but the Commissioners were not in full agreement. 

 

Tony Martin explained how he felt the water lines should be done.  The Commissioners 

explained what the County requirements were and Bryce said he would relay that to Abengoa.  

 

Stanley McGill presented the 2014 Historical budget in the amount of $97,909.00. 

 

Stanley asked for additional financial help for another building at the museum at a cost of 

$60,000.00.  The Commissioners said they will have to wait and check out the County’s financial 

status at the budget workshop. 

 

Ted Heaton presented the 2014 Sheriff budget in the amount of $1,523,394.35. 



 

Linda Stalcup presented the 2014 Hospital/Pioneer Manor budget in the amount of 

$2,400,000.00. 

 

Robert Davis, Jr presented the 2014 Airport budget in the amount of $246,200.00. 

 

Tony McBride presented a revision acceptance authorization in the amount of $8,861.00 for the 

Health Dept/Physical Therapy/EMS project. 

 

Dave moved to accept the change order revision in the amount of $8,861.00 for the Health 

Dept/Physical Therapy/EMS project.  Jim seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Susan Schulte presented the 2014 GIS budget in the amount of $83,257.69. 

 

Susan asked about getting the speaker and different things started for the Southwest Kansas 

Counties meeting in October at Hugoton. 

 

These are the budgets that were presented to the Commissioners by Pam Bensel:  County Clerk - 

$121,600.00  Election - $38,100.00 Wellness Center - $150,591.58 EMS - $433,200.00 Fire - 

$312,400.00 Civil Defense $22,500.00 Register of Deeds - $97,643.00 Hugoton Council on 

Aging - $180,000.00 Moscow Council on Aging – $30,770.00 Planning & Zoning $24,516.25 

County Counselor $66,000.00 County Attorney $101,248.00. 

 

Pat moved to adopt Resolution 13-05 stating THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

OF STEVENS COUNTY, KANSAS, PROVIDING FOR THE ADOPTION OF THE STEVENS 

COUNTY SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT PLAN.  Jim seconded.  Motion carried.  

 

Bob Johnson will contact Dan Corpening about the future hotel to find out if the investment 

group is going to continue and if not, he will contact the Bhakta family.   

 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk                         ________________________________  

                        Dave Bozone, Chairman 

 

 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

JULY 1, 2013 

 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with all members present.  Also 

present were Bob Johnson, County Counselor, Pam Bensel, County Clerk and RoGlenda Coulter, 

Hugoton Hermes.  Dave called the meeting to order.  Pat moved to approve the minutes of the 

last meeting.  Jim seconded.  Motion carried. Jim moved to approve the county vouchers. Pat 

seconded.  Motion carried.  The clerk was instructed to draw warrants on the Treasurer 

chargeable to the various funds of the county for the following amounts: 

 

                                 General…………………………….….……..451,320.73 

                                 Road & Bridge…………………….………...438,180.72 

                                 Fair……………………………………………62,125.00 

                                 Airport………………………………………   56,773.27 

                                 Services for Elderly…………………………...97,015.00 

                                 Building…………………….……….…….......20,404.74 

                                 Employees Benefit……………………………41,110.50 

                                 Noxious Weed…………………...…………....22,477.54 

                                 Library………………………………………...98,194.75 

                                 Hospital Maint……………………………..1,150,000.00 

                                 Alcoholic Treatment……………………………...237.50 

                                 Diversion……………………………………….5,000.00 

                                 Community Health……………….…...............26,849.57 

                                 Employee’s P/R Misc W/H……………….........1,144.01 

                                 Reg of Deeds Tech Fund………………….……..400.59 

 

Roger Lynch came in to discuss the zoning of property owned by Warren Spikes.  Abengoa rents 

the property to stack hay for the Bio Energy Plant.  Billy Bell and Jon Lund came in for the 



discussion.  Roger feels the fire is a health issue at this time and Paula Rowden needs to be called 

in. 

  

Jack Rowden brought paperwork in to be signed on the lease purchase financing for heating and air 

conditioning system for the Stevens County Courthouse. 

 

Bob sent the proposed lease to Sarah Steele, the County’s bond agent, and waiting to hear from 

her. 

 

Tom Robb and Dan Allison-plant manager for Abengoa, came in to explain what they are working 

on for the fire.  They have followed all the state fire codes.  Tom says they are pursuing alternative 

sights to stack the hay.  The have called in a gentleman from Oklahoma State University to utilize 

his expertise on the matter.  Tom says they will be checking into the recommended distance the 

hay stack should be from a home.  Roger Lynch, Billy Bell, Jon Lund, Greg Morris and Steve 

Morris came to listen to the meeting. 

 

Tom says they are tied up with KDHE on an air permit to be able to stack hay at the Abengoa 

plant. 

 

Tom and Dan say they are concerned about emergency vehicles getting to the plant in a timely 

manner when the train track is blocked. 

 

Ted Heaton came in with a bid from Riley Chevrolet Buick: 

 

                                   2013 Chevrolet Silverado 4x4 Ext Cab                  $29,084.00             

                                   trade difference 2011 Chevrolet Ext Cab 4x4          13,000.00 

                                                                                           Total cost         $16,084.00 

 

Dave moved to accept the bid from Riley Chevrolet on a 2013 Chevrolet Silverado 4x4 Ext Cab   

pickup at a price of $16,084.00.  Jim seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Tony Martin came in to update the Commissioners on the projects the Road Department is 

working on.   

 

Tony asked about getting a credit card to use for meetings to pay room expense and fuel. 

 

Dave moved to allow Tony to get a credit card to use for meetings to pay room expense and fuel.  

Pat seconded. 

 

Tony Martin came in to open bids for 2 motor graders.  Ron McFarlane with Murphy Tractor and 

Kevin White with Foley Tractor brought bids in. 

 

                  2 John Deere 770G motor graders                        $436,036.00 

                  trade allowance – ( 2) 2004 Caterpillar                  226,000.00 

                    140H, Cat0140HACCA00392 and 

                    2006 Caterpillar 104H, SN CAT01404HVCCA02478 

                                                                                  Total     $210,036.00 

 

Warranty:  total machine extended service coverage out to a total of 60 months or 7,500 hours, 

whichever comes first.  All service call, labor and deductibles included.  Murphy Tractor will issue 

a $5,000.00 parts and service credit per grader for a total of $10,000.00 to be used on any John 

Deere machine that Stevens County owns.  60 day delivery 

 

                  2 Caterpillar 140MC motor graders                      $462,870.00 

                  trade allowance – (2) 2004 Caterpillar                   251,779.00 

                    140H, Cat0140HACCA00392 and 

                    2006 Caterpillar 104H, SN CAT01404HVCCA02478 

                                                                                  Total      $211,091.00 

 

Extended warranty:   EP130625-008 60 month or 7,500 hour Premier with travel, Standard 

Warranty 

Governmental 12 month unlimited hours.  Mid to late September delivery   

 

Commissioners allowed each one to promote their equipment. 

 



Tony asked if he could buy another grader if the price of the bid would be the same for a 3
rd

 motor 

grader.  Each Company agreed to allow the 3
rd

 motor grader be at the same price as the other two.  

The other motor grader that will be traded in is a 2004 Caterpillar 140H, SN 

CAT0140HACCA00393. 

 

Pat moved to go into executive session for land acquisition for 10 minutes from 10:25am to 

10:35am with Bob Johnson, County Counselor, Praful Bhakta and Sanmieh Bhakta present.  

Dave seconded.  Motion carried.  Meeting reconvened at 10:35am. 

 

Rodney Kelling presented bills from Stevens County and other surrounding County Emergency 

Departments. 

 

Rodney asked about starting a disaster fund for the County. 

 

Rodney asked about purchasing sirens for the Stevens County Industrial Addition and Stevens 

County Industrial Park areas. 

 

Neal Gillespie came in Carol Meyer and Aaron Cannon with Kansas Department of Commerce.  

They presented a tax credit and student loan program called Rural Opportunity Zones (ROZs).  

They explained the ROZ account and the qualifications to be able to apply.  There are several 

counties in the State of Kansas that are participating.    

 

Marshall Lewis with Southwest Guidance Center presented the 2014 budget in the amount of 

$53,635.00. 

 

Dave moved to go into executive session for land acquisition for 5 minutes from 11:25am to 

11:35am with Bob Johnson, County Counselor present.  Jim seconded.  Motion carried.  Meeting 

reconvened at 11:35am. 

 

Neal Gillespie came in for a conference call with Jon Halbgewachs and Sorin Juster with 

Kirkham & Michael, Larry Thompson and Chuck Oldaker with KDOT, David Gurss at 

headquarters, Tim Gomez and Matt Greene with KDI also present were David Bozone, Pat Hall 

and Jim Bell – County Commissioners, Bob Johnson - County Counselor and Tony Martin – 

Road Supervisor.  The discussion was about the lots in the Stevens County Industrial Park area. 

 

There was discussion about the frontage road and will be further discussed at the July 15, 2013 

meeting. 

 

Dave moved to appoint Greg Wellbrock from Ulysses with Landmark Appraisal, as Stevens 

County Appraiser for a one year period.  Pat seconded.  Motion carried.   

 

Bob will draw up the resolution, for the appointment of the Appraiser, for the Commissioners to 

sign at the next meeting. 

 

Do to conflict, Dave moved to change the August 5, 2013 meeting to Friday, August 2, 2013.  

Pat seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Pat moved to accept the bids from Murphy Tractor for 3 2013 John Deere 770G motor graders at 

a price of $323,072.00.  Jim seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Jim moved to keep the furniture and bookshelf in Judge Schroeder’s office on the second floor of 

the Stevens County Courthouse.  Pat seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

The Commissioners adopted Resolution 13-06 modifying a previous resolution, 99-06 

appointing Dave Matthews of Garden City, Loren Wright of Ulysses and Vernon Cress of 

Garden City to be on the list of surveyors that requires any surveys to be reviewed, prior to being 

filed in the Register of Deeds office.  The cost for the review of the surveyors will be paid 

directly to the reviewer surveyor and no cost to be paid to Stevens County at this time.  However, 

no survey will be filed, unless certified and reviewed by the above listed surveyors. 

 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk                         ________________________________  

                        Dave Bozone, Chairman 

 



 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

JULY 11, 2013 

 

A special meeting was called with the auditors at 8:15am on July 11, 2013 for an audit and 

budget presentation.  Commissioner Dave Bozone, Jim Bell and Pat Hall were present.  Also 

present was Pam Bensel, County Clerk.  

 

Dave Bozone, Chairman, moved to open the special meeting at 8:15am. 

 

Theresa Dasenbrock and Charles Claar with Lewis, Hooper and Dick of Garden City explained 

the 2012 County audit and reviewed the 2014 County budgets with the Commissioners.   

 

Rodney Kelling, Tony Martin, Paula Rowden, Eunice Schroeder, Bob Eyestone, Susan Schulte, 

Phillip Willis, Ted Heaton and Robert Rich came in to discuss the 2014 department budgets.  

 

Dave moved to have the budget hearing on August 2, 2013 at 8:30am during the Commissioners 

regular meeting.  Jim seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Auditors suggested that a letter be sent to the different entities to bring in a financial statement 

with their budget before the Commissioners go over budgets at the workshop. 

 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk                              ________________________________ 

       Dave Bozone, Chairman 

 

 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

JULY 15, 2013 

 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with one member present.  Also 

present were Bob Johnson, County Counselor, Pam Bensel, County Clerk and RoGlenda Coulter, 

Hugoton Hermes.  Dave explained there was no quorum, so there will not be any decisions 

made. 

 

Roger Lynch came in to discuss the EOG office building was sold to an individual and is now 

being rented to a church group.  He was informing the Commissioners in case someone says 

something.   

 

Ted Heaton stopped in to talk to Bob Johnson. 

 

Tony Martin came in to inform the Commissioners that Foley Tractor had invited the Road 

Supervisor and Commissioners for a factory tour on the Caterpillar road grader.  Commissioners 

will not be going but Tony and one of his employees will go on the tour. 

 

Eunice Schroeder brought in carpet bids for the Library.  The Library Board opens the bids to 

make the decision, but Eunice wanted to show the Commissioners what they had chosen.  Bids 

were from Gutherie Floor Covering, Scantlin’s Furniture from Liberal, KS and Continental 

Flooring Co from Scottsdale, AZ. 

 

Dave met at KDI Plant in the Stevens County Industrial Park to discuss the entrance into the 

Stevens County Industrial Park area with KDOT.  They were going to discuss widening 

Highway 51 to a four lane. 

 

The Commissioners will meet at 5:00pm on Wednesday, July 17, 2013 to finalize business for 

the July 15
th

 meeting. 

 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk                              ________________________________ 

       Dave Bozone, Chairman 

 

 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 



JULY 17, 2013 

 

A special meeting was called by the Board of County Commissioners to finalize business from 

the July 15, 2013 meeting. Commissioners present were Dave Bozone, Jim Bell and Pat Hall.  

Also present were Susan Schulte, acting Secretary and RoGlenda Coulter, Hugoton Hermes.  

Dave called the meeting to order.  Pat moved to approve the minutes of the last meeting.  Jim 

seconded.  Motion carried. Pat moved to approve the county vouchers except mileage, meals and 

lodging on bill submitted by Pete Earles.  Jim seconded.  Motion carried.  The clerk was 

instructed to draw warrants on the Treasurer chargeable to the various funds of the county for the 

following amounts: 

 

                                 General…………………………….….……..37,565.18 

                                 Road & Bridge…………………….……….153,783.35                                

                                 Building…………………….……….……...215,429.21 

                                 Noxious Weed…………………...…………..31,503.07 

                                 Community Health……………….….............13,580.53 

                                 Fire Bequest…………………………………….416.84 

                                 Airport Grants……………………………..….3,628.43 

                                 Employee’s P/R Misc W/H………………...........76.36 

                                  

Ted Heaton stopped in to request an executive session for non-elected personnel.  Dave moved to 

go into executive session for non-elected personnel for 5 minutes at 5:10 p.m. Pat seconded. 

Motion carried.  Meeting reconvened at 5:15 p.m.  No action taken. 

  

After reviewing and discussing Grant of Variance for Lot 1 Block 2 of the Stevens County 

Industrial Park Pat made a motion to grant the Variance.  Jim seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Dave discussed details of the Real Estate Contract for Lot 1, Block 2 of the Stevens County 

Industrial Park.  He indicated the plans for the property is a Best Western Plus.  Pat moved to 

approve the sale and sign the Real Estate Contract with Sunrise Hospitality, LLC.  Jim seconded.  

Motion carried. 

 

Dave discussed details of the Real Estate Contract for Lot 1 and 2, Block 1 of the Stevens County 

Industrial Park with Grocery Boys’ Properties, LLC.  He discussed the grocery store will be a 

Carter’s Thriftway.  Pat suggested that this should be good for the community.  Dave agreed 

saying he “thought it would be good even though we have a good store”.  Pat moved to approve 

the sale and sign the Real Estate Contract.  Jim seconded.  Motion carried.    

 

Commissioners then reviewed a request from KAC asking all 105 Kansas counties to raise or 

contribute $1,000.00 each to fund a Kansas County Map which will be inlaid in the Statehouse 

Visitors Center floor.  Pat moved to contribute $1,000.00.   Jim seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Dave reported on the meeting he attended, with KDOT, concerning the frontage road.  He 

explained that he told KDOT that we want four lanes all the way from Cemetery Road to Road 14.  

He also told them we want one more approach between Cemetery Road and Kennedy Road and 

one more between Kennedy Road and Road 14.  He concluded saying KDOT is still studying the 

situation.  Pat noted that we really need to take care of this road situation. 

 

Commissioners then had conference call with Bob Johnson, Legal Counsel, concerning a Real 

Estate Contract for Lots 5,6 and the East half of Lot 7, Block 2 in the Stevens County Industrial 

Park.  Bob explained he had not had sufficient time to thoroughly review the document but would 

do it in the morning and report to Commissioners.  Dave moved to accept Real Estate Contract 

with D & G Farm & Land, LLC for Lots 5, 6 & the East half of Lot 7, Block 2 in the Stevens 

County Industrial Park, subject to legal counsel review, then Commissioners can sign at 

Courthouse individually.  Pat seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Commissioners reviewed the proposed contract with Landmark Appraisal, Inc.  Dave moved to 

accept the Appraisal Contract.  Pat seconded.  Motion carried.   

 

Dave moved to accept change order reflecting a rebate of $8,133.00 from McBride Construction.  

Pat seconded. Motion carried. 

 

Commissioners reviewed and discussed WEKANDO budget letter. 

 



Susan Schulte requested an executive session for non-elected personnel. Dave moved to go into 

executive session for non-elective personnel for 5 minutes at 6:05 p.m.  Jim seconded. Motion 

carried.  Meeting reconvened at 6:10 p.m.   No action taken. 

 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk                         ________________________________  

                        Dave Bozone, Chairman 

 

 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

AUGUST 2, 2013 

 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with Jim Bell and Pat Hall present.  

Also present were Bob Johnson, County Counselor, Pam Bensel, County Clerk and RoGlenda 

Coulter, Hugoton Hermes.  Jim called the meeting to order.  Pat moved to approve the minutes of 

the last meeting.  Jim seconded.  Motion carried. Jim moved to approve the county vouchers. Pat 

seconded.  Motion carried.  The clerk was instructed to draw warrants on the Treasurer 

chargeable to the various funds of the county for the following amounts: 

 

                                 General…………………………….….……..279,848.73 

                                 Road & Bridge…………………….………...518,061.90 

                                 Airport……………………………………….. ..5,504.43 

                                 Building…………………….……….…….....114,222.42 

                                 Employees Benefit…………………………..…3,825.00 

                                 Noxious Weed…………………...…………....15,584.07 

                                 Noxious Weed Equipment……………………..2,522.50 

                                 Alcoholic Treatment……………………………...237.50 

                                 Diversion…………………………………………184.00 

                                 Community Health……………….…...............39,189.19 

                                 Fire Bequest………………………………….…..437.64 

                                 Airport Grant…………………………………14,513.73 

                                 Employee’s P/R Misc W/H………………...........113.54 

                                 Reg of Deeds Tech Fund………………….……..550.98 

 

Connie Gold brought in a contract with Manatron to be signed for web tax software to get the tax 

roll on line for individuals to see their tax statements. 

 

Pat moved to approve the contract with Manatron for web tax software to get the tax roll on line so 

individuals can see their tax statements.  Jim seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Jim declared the Stevens County 2014 Budget hearing open at 8:30am.  After no response, Jim 

declared the hearing closed at 9:00am. 

 

Pat moved to adopt the official 2014 Stevens County Budget.  Jim seconded.  Motion carried.  

 

Jack Rowden brought in a lease agreement to be signed on the air conditioning and heating system 

for the courthouse. 

 

Tom Robb informed the Commissioners that the invoices for the Moscow fire will be paid back to 

Stevens County in a few weeks. 

 

Tom Robb proposed to the Abengoa Corporate office not to put anymore hay on the land at the 

Moscow site.  Tom also proposed to stack the hay bales at least ½ mile from single homes, 1 mile 

from 4 or more home together and 2 miles from a business. 

 

Tom Robb explained that Abengoa has hired an expert out of Oklahoma, Michael Laranaga with 

Oklahoma State University, came down to look over the situation.  He is putting together a storage 

plan model which could be subject to change. 

 

Tom Robb says they are putting together a protocol of what the people can and can’t do in another 

situation. 

 

Tom says Abengoa is happy to be in this community. 

 



Rodney Kelling presented the bills for the Moscow hay bale fire that Abengoa will be paying. 

 

Tony Martin came in to inform the Commissioners that they were through sealing roads.  They are 

still working on the curb and gutter in the Pioneer Addition. 

 

Tony says he will be going to a Murphy Tractor factory to watch the building of John Deere motor 

graders. 

 

Tony McBride came in to present revision #4 on the new Community Health building. 

 

Pat moved to approve the payment of revision #4 on the new Community Health building.  Jim 

seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Pat moved to go into executive session for litigation for 10 minutes from 10:10am to 10:20am with 

Bob Johnson, County Counselor present.  Jim seconded.  Motion carried.  Meeting reconvened at 

10:20am.  No action taken. 

 

Jim moved to rescind the motion made on July 1, 2013 to keep the furniture and bookshelf in 

Judge Schroeder’s office on the second floor of the Stevens County Courthouse.  Pat seconded.  

Motion carried.   

 

Pat moved, pursuant to Judge Kim Schroeder’s letter, to sell the furniture and bookshelf in Judge 

Schroeder’s office on the second floor of the Stevens County Courthouse for $2,250.00.  Jim 

seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Ted Heaton came in and Commissioners asked him about the diesel bill.  Ted said it was for the 

pump at the Law Enforcement Center.  The Road and Bridge pumps out the old diesel and burns 

it at the Road Department. 

 

Pat moved to go into executive session for non elected personnel for 5 minutes from 10:30am to 

10:35am with Bob Johnson, County Counselor and Ted Heaton present.  Jim seconded.  Motion 

carried.  Meeting reconvened at 10:30am.  No action taken. 

 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk                         ________________________________  

                        Jim Bell, Vice Chairman 

  

 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

AUGUST 19, 2013 

 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with all members present.  Also 

present were Bob Johnson, County Counselor, Pam Bensel, County Clerk and Marie Austin, 

Hugoton Hermes.  Dave called the meeting to order.  Jim moved to approve the minutes of the 

last meeting.  Pat seconded.  Motion carried. Jim moved to approve the county vouchers. Pat 

seconded.  Motion carried.  The clerk was instructed to draw warrants on the Treasurer 

chargeable to the various funds of the county for the following amounts: 

 

                                 General…………………………….….……..58,896.32 

                                 Road & Bridge…………………….………...38,477.25 

                                 Building…………………….……….……......2,632.38 

                                 Noxious Weed…………………...…………...4,151.42 

                                 Diversion……………………………………...1,456.35 

                                 Community Health……………….…...............2,703.95 

                                 Fire Bequest…………………………………..6,834.00 

                                 Reg of Deeds Tech……………………………1,194.00 

                                 Employee’s P/R Misc W/H……………………....72.36 

 

Gary Baker came in to observe the meeting.  

 

Pat moved to go into executive session for contract negotiation for 10 minutes from 8:40am to 

8:50am with Bob Johnson, County Counselor present.  Dave seconded.  Motion carried.  

Meeting reconvened at 8:50am.  No action taken. 

 



Pat moved to go into executive session for non elected personnel for 15 minutes from 9:00am to 

9:15am with Bob Johnson, County Counselor, Alesia Hinds, Chris Hinds, Stacey Dillinger, 

Vicky Newlon, Jeff Newlon, Darin K Heger and Michelle Heger with the Fair association also 

present.  Dave seconded.  Motion carried.  Meeting reconvened at 9:15am.  No action taken. 

 

Tony Martin came in and explained that Murphy Tractor sent a bill for repairs that should be 

covered under warranty.  He talked to the service manager and Ron McFarlane says he will take 

care of the situation. 

 

He reported they got the diesel from the pump at the Sheriff’s office and used it to start making 

asphalt for the streets in the Pioneer Addition.  McBride Construction will do the dirt work and 

the Road and Bridge Department will lay the asphalt. 

 

Tony informed the Commissioners that the Road and Bridge Department will mow the lots in the 

Pioneer Addition and Stevens County Industrial Park. 

 

Commissioners discussed the sprinklers spraying the dirt roads.  Pat feels this is a safety issue.  

Gary Baker suggested contacting Groundwater Management of Garden City, KS, and allowing 

them to handle the situation. 

 

Bob Johnson told Tony Martin to get the land legal, road number and farmer’s name and he 

would contact the farmer and Groundwater Management by letter.    

 

Pat asked Tony if he would put a dead end sign or no outlet sign on Road S and Road 16. 

 

Dave asked if he could put a road sign on Road P and Road 1 at the Morton County line. 

 

Dave moved to go into executive session for non elelcted personnel for 12 minutes from 9:48am 

to 10:00am with Bob Johnson, County Counselor and Tony Martin present.  Pat seconded.  

Motion carried.  Meeting reconvened at 10:00am.  No action taken. 

 

Aaron Cannon and Carol Meyer with Kansas Department of Commerce and Neal Gillespie came 

in to discuss the Rural Opportunity Zone (ROZ) program which is a tax credit and student loan 

program. 

 

Jim moved to pass Resolution 2013-07 stating Stevens County Commissioners Authorizing 

Participation in Student Loan Repayment Program. 

 

Dave moved to go into executive session for non elelcted personnel for 10 minutes from 

10:37am to 10:47am with Bob Johnson, County Counselor and Neal Gillespie present.  Pat 

seconded.  Motion carried.  Meeting reconvened at 10:47am.  No action taken. 

 

Mahlon Tuttle, Gove County Commissioner and Sheila Ellis came in to discuss the Lesser 

Prairie Chicken. They are asking for the Commissioners to adopt Resolution 2013-08 The 

Natural Resource Coordination Plan of the Kansas Natural Resource Coalition and Resolution 

2013-09 The Lesser Prairie Chicken Conservation, Management and Study Plan. 

 

Dave moved to join the Kansas Natural Resource Coalition at a cost of $2,600.00. 

 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk                         ________________________________  

                        Dave Bozone, Chairman 

 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

SEPTEMBER 3, 2013 

 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with all members present.  Also 

present were Bob Johnson, County Counselor, Pam Bensel, County Clerk and RoGlenda Coulter, 

Hugoton Hermes.  Dave called the meeting to order.  Jim moved to approve the minutes of the 

last meeting.  Pat seconded.  Motion carried. Pat moved to approve the county vouchers. Jim 

seconded.  Motion carried.  The clerk was instructed to draw warrants on the Treasurer 

chargeable to the various funds of the county for the following amounts: 

 

                                 General…………………………….….……...278,771.97 



                                 Road & Bridge…………………….………....145,139.55 

                                 Airport…………………………………………..5,504.43 

                                 Building…………………….……….……... ..216,092.03 

                                 Noxious Weed…………………...………….....12,561.21  

                                 Noxious Weed Equipment……………………...1,494.44 

                                 Alcoholic Treatment………………………….…..237.50 

                                 Community Health……………….…...............35,716.56 

                                 Airport Grants………………………………..…7,022.17 

                                 Reg of Deeds Tech……………………….…….…266.67 

 

Bob is working with Abengoa to fix the contract for the water line easement from the City well to 

the Abengoa plant. 

 

Pat moved to go into executive session for attorney/client and contract negotiation for 10 minutes 

from 8:43am to 8:53am with Bob Johnson, County Counselor present.  Jim seconded.  Motion 

carried.  Meeting reconvened at 8:53am.  No action taken. 

 

Neal Gillespie came in to talk about the Rural Housing Incentive District plan.  Garden City and 

Dodge City have this in effect for their cities.  Hugoton City Council is talking about designating 

the plan for the Pioneer Manor area. 

 

Dave moved to appoint Roger Lynch to the Southwest Kansas Area Agency on Aging Sub-

Region Council.  Pat seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Judge Linda Gilmore, replaced Judge Kim Schroeder, came in to meet the Commissioners and 

inform them about getting new shelving for her office.   

 

Dave moved to approve the book case shelving from Liberal Office Machines in the amount of 

$1,414.50 for Judge Linda Gilmore’s office.  Jim seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Tony Martin came in to talk about his Road and Bridge Department.   

 

Darrell May called and asked for stop signs at the intersection of Rd AA and Rd 16.  Tony 

agreed to put the signs up. 

 

Commissioners informed Tony of a Road sign being down at the intersection of Rd P and Rd 6.  

 

Pete Earles came in to discuss the roads in the Pioneer Addition.  They all discussed the amount 

of asphalt for the road – 4” or 6”.  Phil Escareno with Black Hills Energy asked if they could put 

the gas lines for the future housing development, before the roads are put in.   

 

Tony talked about working on Road V (White road) and Road 26 (Woods road).  They lack 3 

miles to finish, then they will work on Road 22 and Road Q (Northern Gas road) and Road Y and 

Road Z (Riverbend road). 

 

Tony informed the Commissioners that Moscow Recreation asks the Road Department to put 

speed bumps going to the Moscow Swimming Pool and Moscow Recreation building plus a 10 

mph sign. 

 

Ted Heaton checked in to see if the Commissioners needed anything from him. 

 

Pete Earle and Phil Escareno talked about the gas line for the Pioneer Addition.  Phil asked about 

cutting the road before the road is worked on.  The Commissioners and Bob Johnson said it will 

need to be packed down after they are through. 

 

Pete Earles informed the Commissioners that the City wants to be there when he inspects the dirt 

work and utilities. 

 

Pete suggested adding the cost of the road back to the specials on the lots. 

 

Tony martin and Pete Earles talked about, in the Pioneer Addition, putting rock on the rock till 

springtime to preserve it. 

 



The inspection of the bridge on Washington Street and 6
th

 Street in the City of Hugoton has been 

billed to the County each year instead of to the City so Bob Johnson will transfer the information 

from the County to the City. 

 

Brian Hemann came in to discuss an alley being put in on the north side of the Kansas Dairy 

Ingredients Plant in the Stevens County Industrial Park. 

 

Pat moved to go into executive session contract negotiation for 15 minutes from 10:04am to 

10:19am with Bob Johnson, County Counselor and Brian Hemann present.  Jim seconded.  

Motion carried.  Meeting reconvened at 10:19am.  No action taken. 

 

Phil Escareno and Mark McGaughey with Black Hills Energy came in to explain the contract 

agreement and the feasibility study.   The contract is for a 10 year period.  This includes the 

building of 4 homes a year for the first eight years then 2 homes a year for the last 2 years. 

 

The Commissioners and Bob ask that the contract amount be according to the volume of natural 

gas usage instead of number of homes built. 

 

Phil says there will not be any upfront cost for the gas line and they will start on the project 

within a month to 6 weeks.  The project will take up to a week to finish and the roads will be 

water packed when they are through. 

 

Susan Schulte came in to ask for a raise for Mario Hernandez and Jorge Camacho.   

 

Jim moved to approve a $1.00 raise for Mario and $.50 raise for Jorge.  Pat seconded.  Motion 

carried. 

 

Susan asked if Will Schnittker could tend to the lawn for a month while Jorge Camacho is out 

due to medical issues. 

 

The Commissioners agreed to allow Will Schnittker to do the lawn. 

 

Tony McBride came in to discuss the landscape bill at the Pioneer Manor.  The Commissioners 

approved to pay the landscape bill. 

 

Tony brought in Revision #5 for the Community Health/Physical Therapy/EMS project in the 

amount of $22,413.00.   

 

Pat moved to accept the changes on Revision #5 for the Community Health/Physical 

Therapy/EMS project in the amount of $22,413.00.  Dave seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Deb Scheibler with KS Work Force One from Salina, KS came in to discuss the program.  The 

program is federally funded.  They have meetings with local elected officials in Liberal, Garden 

City and Dodge City.  It is a training program for job placement.  There is a level of liability and 

there have been legislation changes so the Counties are asked to sign new agreements. 

 

Pat moved to renew the contract with KS Work Force One.  Jim seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

By motion the Board adjourned.  

 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk                         ________________________________  

                        Dave Bozone, Chairman 

 

 

 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

SEPTEMBER 16, 2013 

 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with all members present.  Also 

present were Bob Johnson, County Counselor, Susan Schulte, acting secretary and RoGlenda 

Coulter, Hugoton Hermes.  Dave was slightly detained so Jim called the meeting to order.  Pat 

moved to approve the minutes of the last meeting. Jim seconded.  Motion carried.  Jim moved to 

approve the county vouchers. Pat seconded.  Motion carried.  The clerk was instructed to draw 

warrants on the Treasurer chargeable to the various funds of the county for the following 

amounts: 



 

                                 General…………………………….….….. 29,425.13 

                                 Road & Bridge……………………….…....23,284.62  

                                 Building…………………………..…..……..3,526.77 

                                 Noxious Weed…………………...……....……473.59 

                                 Road Machinery…………………..….…..323,054.00 

                                 Diversion…………………………….………..691.61 

                                 Community Health……………….…..........12,711.35 

                                 Fire Bequest……………………………..….1,115.96 

                                 Reg of Deeds Tech Fund…………………...2,741.89 

                                 Employee’s P/R Misc W/H…………………..148.72 

 

Pat said that Danny Allison with Abengoa would like to replace the grates on the West side of the 

Courthouse with a galvanized grill at no cost to the county.  Abengoa will pay all expenses.  

 

Jim said that Spanish Peaks in Colorado had a devastating fire and the City of Moscow said they 

would match any contribution, up to $1,000.00, that Stevens County would contribute.  Jim made a 

motion to contribute $1,000.00 toward rebuilding Spanish Peaks.  Pat seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Pat questioned the cost of the recycling boxes downtown.  He said there was always a lot of trash 

around the bins.  Bob suggested maybe encouraging some of community groups; such as boy 

scouts or girl scouts should do paper drives to raise awareness.  Dave suggested Effie Gaskill be 

asked to come visit commissioners about the recycling due to her initial involvement in bringing it 

to Stevens County.      

 

Commissioners discussed problems with violations of restrictions in the West Industrial area as 

well as issues arising in the Russell Lake area. 

 

Tony came in to report on Road and Bridge and commissioners asked him to do some research on 

constructing a four wire fence with gates to be locked.  Tony told commissioners he had received 

calls from people with concerns about the water entering their homes if it we get more rain.  

Commissioners discussed several options for the property. 

 

Tony briefly reported on a Fair Board meeting he attended.  Then he told commissioners the new 

graders came in Thursday and the radios were already installed.  He also requested the check be 

picked up today to give to Murphy Tractor.   

 

Tony then discussed a home being built and a situation with the driveway.  He also told 

commissioners that he is going to get in touch with the company that will be painting the lines on 

roads.  They are still fixing some roads with asphalt.  Tony and Commissioners then discussed the 

access road in the East Industrial addition. 

 

Jim asked Tony and Ted Heaton, who had arrived to visit with commissioners, if they had received 

any financial reimbursement from Abengoa.  Both men answered they had not received anything.  

Jim informed them that the City of Moscow had received monetary reimbursement. 

 

Ted then reported that the City of Hugoton is refusing to pay for prisoners.  He noted one reason 

was because they are felonies.  He noted that city prisoners are paid by the city and county is paid 

by county.  He asked that this issue be taken care of as soon as possible. 

 

Dave said he has received calls with complaints due to increased traffic and speed coming into 

town from the West.  Ted said his deputies have been writing tickets for the last three weeks.  He 

reported that everything else in his department is fine. 

 

Dave moved to appoint Jim as the voting delegate for KAC with Pat as alternate. Pat seconded. 

Motion Carried. 

 

Jim moved to appoint Dave as voting delegate for KCAMP with Pat as alternate. Pat seconded.   

Motion carried. 

 

Dave moved to appoint Pat as voting delegate for KWORCC with Jim as alternate.  Pat seconded.  

Motion carried. 

 

Paula Rowden came in to discuss the communication system for the new health department.  She 

discussed the presentation that Nextech did in 2012.  She went over the communication services 



Nextech had presented and they totaled $24,000.00.  She contacted Pioneer Communications and 

they quoted her a $22,000.00 package that included cameras, etc.  She added that the cameras 

could be omitted and the fee reduced by $7,000.00.  The Pioneer Communications fees do not, 

however, include moving the services.  She also noted it is for 8 phones and they may need more 

but she has encumbered money that can be used to purchase additional phones. 

 

Pat asked what needs to be done to increase communications between the hospital and the Health 

Department so we can provide better health care for citizens.  Paula explained that she thinks the 

lines of communication are better now and will continue to improve with time. 

 

Paula then discussed KAC’s desire to have commissioners understand Health Departments and the 

services they provide.  After giving commissioners handouts she explained Public Health 

Department and its duties.  She told them that a local health officer need to be appointed and that 

Dr. Sam still needs to be involved due to Paula’s inability to prescribe meds.   

 

Pat told Paula that he had explained to the other commissioners the need to have semiannual 

meeting and that it could be done in conjunction with commissioners meetings.  All commissioners 

agree this is a good idea and acknowledged they are the Board of Health.  Paula then continued 

discussing other handouts she brought to the commissioners.   

 

Dave made a motion to appoint Paula Rowden as County Health Officer.  Jim seconded.  Motion 

carried. 

 

Pat asked Paula to set up a schedule for Board of Health meetings.  Paula agreed. 

 

Pat made a motion to accept the bid from Pioneer Communications for communications systems at 

the new Health Department.  Dave seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Paula explained the flu vaccines available this year before she left. 

 

Roger Lynch came in to discuss a new mobile home being moved into the county.  He also noted 

that he will be unavailable quite a bit in October. 

 

Bob then discussed the complaint the commissioners have received in the West Industrial.  

Everyone agreed that this issue needs to be addressed.  Bob will get information from Register of 

Deeds that directly address’ the issue.  Roger agreed to help write the letter to address this issue. 

               

Robert Davis then came in and requested an executive session.  Pat move to go into executive 

session for 15 minutes for possible litigation.  Dave seconded.  Motion carried.    10:44 a.m. - 

10:59 a.m. No action taken. 

 

Dave moved to adopt Resolution 2013-10 approving the sale of real estate to Kansas Land, Feed, 

and Cattle Company, LLC.  Jim seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

By motion the Board adjourned.  

 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk                         ________________________________  

                        Dave Bozone, Chairman 

 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

OCTOBER 9, 2013 

 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with all members present.  Also 

present were Bob Johnson, County Counselor, Pam Bensel, County Clerk and RoGlenda Coulter, 

Hugoton Hermes.  Dave called the meeting to order.  Dave moved to approve the minutes of the 

last meeting.  Pat seconded.  Motion carried. Dave moved to approve the county vouchers. Jim 

seconded.  Motion carried.  The clerk was instructed to draw warrants on the Treasurer 

chargeable to the various funds of the county for the following amounts: 

 

                                 General…………………………….….……...279,008.58 

                                 Road & Bridge…………………….………....148,623.38 

                                 Airport…………………………………………56,879.43 

                                 Building…………………….……….……... ..822,370.89 

                                 Noxious Weed…………………...………….....10,114.25  

                                 Library…………………………………………98,194.75 



                                 Insurance Agency…………………………….160,675.00 

                                 Alcoholic Treatment…………………………..…..237.50 

                                 Diversion…………………………………….….…684.51 

                                 Community Health……………….…................38,900.04 

                                 Fire Bequest…………………………………….4,905.68                                 

                                 Airport Grants…………………………………19,310.96 

                                 911 E Wireless…………………………………..3,235.35 

                                 Sheriff-Concealed Carry………………………….249.99      

                                 Employee’s P/R Misc W/H…………………….…667.71  

 

Rodney Kelling came in to discuss ordering a new fire truck and ambulance. 

 

Rodney asked the Commissioners if he could use the money received from Abengoa for the use 

of helping to purchasing a new fire truck.  The money would be transferred from County General 

revenue account to the County Equipment account within County General.   

 

Pat moved to allow the money from Abengoa to be transferred to the County Equipment account 

within County General.  Jim seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Rodney informed the Commissioners that there were 2 air packs for the Fire Department which 

did not pass inspection.  He asked if he could buy two to replace them.  Commissioners said they 

would discuss this matter at a later time. 

 

Pat informed the other two Commissioners of the electrical work being done at the Fire/EMS 

building.  There needs to be a different transformer which cost around $6,000.00.   

 

Rodney asked if the rent for the Lighthouse Fellowship Church could be raised to help offset the 

electricity being used.   

 

Vanessa Willis came in and discussed the online tax system.  She says it is already available for 

the tax payers. 

 

Tony Martin came in to discuss a fence being put up around Russell Lake, east of town.  He 

informed the Commissioners about a company out of Hays, KS would be willing to put up a 

fence.  The cost would be $3.50 a foot, 4 strain barb wired, 1 mile long costing $15,000.00 to 

$18,000.00 and gates not included.   

 

Bob suggested FFA group or a 4H group helping the Road and Bridge guys build the fence and 

pay the local kids. 

 

Tony will check into the different options. 

 

Tony informed the Commissioners the roads the Road Department need to finish working on 

Road 20 (Mascow Dairy Road)  and  Road 22 & Road Q (Northern Road). 

 

Tony asked about having Kirkham and Michael and Earles Engineering to present a proposal for 

2014 for the bridge inspections for Stevens County. 

 

Tony asked about allowing Craig Bell to be 3
rd

 in charge, with a small raise, for when Jeff Cox 

and Tony Martin are not able to be in around.   

 

Tony informed the Commissioners; he has put two employees, Wes Regensberg and Darrell 

Munson, in charge of the shop and asked to give them a raise. 

 

Pat discussed the markers for the right of way at the Pioneer Addition so Black Hills Energy 

could run the gas lines.  Tony McBride says he will talk to Pete Earles about the lots because 

they have already been marked with pins. 

 

Tony Martin informed the Commissioners that Sharon Persinger lives on Road V (White Road) 

and asked to have the speed changed for 3 miles of black top from 65 mph to 40 mph. 

 

Bob told Tony that Black Hills had looked at the asphalt plant and says if it was converted from 

diesel to natural gas it would save $4,000.00 a day.  Black Hills will be contacting Tony to 

discuss this matter. 

 



Tony also says Jim Persinger called to discuss the same situation.  He has a tap already to make 

the change over if the County is interested.   

 

Tony McBride and Alan Riney with Davis Electric came in to discuss revision #6 in the amount of 

$61,251.00 for the Community Health/Physical Therapy/EMS building project.   

 

Dave moved to approve revision #6 in the amount of $61,251.00 for the Community 

Health/Physical Therapy/EMS building project.  Pat seconded.  Motion carried.  Jim voted no. 

 

Ted Heaton came in to see if the Commissioners needed anything. 

 

Pat LeClerc with Group Benefits Specialties came in to inform the Commissioners of the changes 

with the health insurance policy for 2014. 

 

Roger Lynch came in to discuss a phone call he had received from an individual about burial on 

private property.  Bob said he talked to this person and approved of the burial.  There are not any 

regulations or land use policy against it, nothing illegal as long it is on private property. 

 

Chris Lund and Sherry Harrison came in to ask for funding from the County for the Women’s 

Substance Abuse Program in Marinthal, KS and Outreach Program in Garden City, KS.  Patty 

Bultman and Patty Lahey came in support of the program.     

 

Neal Gillespie came in to discuss the 4 lane highway and turning lane on Highway 51 into Stevens 

County Industrial Park. 

 

Neal asked about using the lots in the Pioneer Addition for Rural Housing Incentive Development. 

 

Neal asked if the Commissioners would change the rules on Neighborhood Revitalization for the 

individuals that were not aware of the plan stating they needed to report to the Appraiser’s office 

before construction started.  He asked if there could be a 60 to 90 day period of reporting after 

construction starts.  The Commissioners said he would have to talk to all taxing entities involved. 

 

Pat moved to pass Resolution 2013-11 for the amended and restated By-Laws and Interlocal 

Cooperation Agreement for the Kansas County Association Multiline Pool as of May 23, 2013. 

 

Dave moved to go into executive session for non- elected personnel for 10 minutes from 

11:30am to 11:40am with Bob Johnson, County Counselor present.  Pat seconded.  Motion 

carried.  Meeting reconvened at 11:30am.  No action taken. 

 

By motion the Board adjourned.  

 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk                         ________________________________  

                        Dave Bozone, Chairman 

 

 

     

 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

OCTOBER 21, 2013 

 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with all members present.  Also 

present were Bob Johnson, County Counselor, Pam Bensel, County Clerk and RoGlenda Coulter, 

Hugoton Hermes.  Dave called the meeting to order.  Pat moved to approve the minutes of the 

last meeting.  Jim seconded.  Motion carried. Pat moved to approve the county vouchers. Jim 

seconded.  Motion carried.  The clerk was instructed to draw warrants on the Treasurer 

chargeable to the various funds of the county for the following amounts: 

 

                                 General…………………………….….……....37,345.38 

                                 Road & Bridge…………………….……….....36,603.40 

                                 Building…………………….……….……......11,384.50 

                                 Employees Benefit…………………………….3,114.00 

                                 Noxious Weed…………………...…………............4.77                                   

                                 Diversion……………………………………....…279.96 

                                 Ambulance Bequest…………………………...8,523.50 

                                 Community Health……………….…................4,802.49 



                                 Airport Grants………………………………...14,629.51 

                                 Employee’s P/R Misc W/H…………………….…70.36  

 

Greg Wellbrock came in to discuss having John Cooper and Ron Cook with Petroleum 

Consultants to do an inspection of the ethanol plant on November 20, 2013.  State asked to have 

a market value set for the ethanol plant within the 1
st
 year. 

 

Jim moved to hire Petroleum Consultants to inspect the ethanol plant on November 20, 2013, to 

set a market value.  Pat seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Dave moved to go into executive session for pending litigation for 10 minutes from 8:55am to 

9:05am with Bob Johnson, County Counselor and Greg Wellbrock, County Appraiser present.  

Pat seconded.  Motion carried.  Meeting reconvened at 9:05am.  No action taken. 

 

Tony Martin came in to discuss road projects.  The Road Department is patching on Road 20    

(Mascow Dairy) and Road 26 (Woods road).   

 

The railroad is working on the tracks at Road Z and Road 20 (Moscow/Hooker) so the Road 

Department will be working with these roads when the railroad gets finished. 

 

The Road Department will apply asphalt on the road by the Pioneer Manor next spring, 2014. 

 

Black Hills and Jim Persinger asked if the County decided to have the asphalt plant hooked to 

gas. 

 

Tony asked to purchase a new tire machine for the Road & Bridge shop.  The cost would be 

around 

$6,500.00 to $7,100.00.  Commissioners approved the purchase of the tire machine. 

 

Tony talked about Pete Earles and Kirkham & Michael quotes for the Stevens County bridge 

inspections. 

 

Dave moved to hire Kirkham & Michael for the bridge inspections in the County.  Pat seconded.  

Motion carried. 

 

Linda Stalcup and several employees of the Hospital/Pioneer Manor (Jennifer Featherston, 

Cammie Mills-Heaton, Trevor Mangels and Dave Piper) came in to discuss the Pioneer Manor 

lawn and Wanderguard system.  Linda says the Board asked the Commissioners about helping 

with the cost of the reseeding of the lawn. 

 

Dave moved to pay for the Pioneer Manor lawn care bill with Lawn Pro at a cost of $22,354.00. 

 

Jennifer Featherston talked about the Wanderguard system building controls.   

 

Trevor Mangels explained the Wanderguard system and building controls.  Alliamce bid for 

$19,804.00 tags not included and BCS bid for $19,723.00 plus mileage. 

 

Jennifer talked about the Matrix care software system to help with Medicaid billing. 

 

Commissioners asked Dave Piper about the financial situation for the Hospital/Pioneer Manor. 

 

Curtis Crawford came in to discuss maybe his company could help out with the Wanderguard 

system for the Pioneer Manor. 

 

Dave moved to accept the bid from Alliance in the amount of $19,804.00 unless Curtis Crawford 

could supply the system through his company.  Pat seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Ted Heaton checked in.  He informed the Commissioners that he hired a new deputy.   

 

Neal Gillespie came in with JoAnn Knight from Dodge City to discuss the Rural Housing 

Incentive Districts.  Jack Rowden-City Mayor, Mark Crawford-USD 210 Superintendent, Curtis 

Crawford-Moscow City Council, Don Coulter-housing developer and Josh Grubbs-City 

Inspector came in to listen and talk about the project. 

 

Curtis Crawford asked about the cost of specials. 



 

Jim Bell moved to approve the 2014 Holidays with corrections.  Pat seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

By motion the Board adjourned.  

 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk                         ________________________________  

                        Dave Bozone, Chairman 

 

  

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

NOVEMBER 4, 2013 

 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with all members present.  Also 

present were Bob Johnson, County Counselor, Pam Bensel, County Clerk and RoGlenda Coulter, 

Hugoton Hermes.  Dave called the meeting to order.  Pat moved to approve the minutes of the 

last meeting.  Jim seconded.  Motion carried. Jim moved to approve the county vouchers. Pat 

seconded.  Motion carried.  The clerk was instructed to draw warrants on the Treasurer 

chargeable to the various funds of the county for the following amounts: 

 

                                 General…………………………….….……....222,777.56 

                                 Road & Bridge…………………….……….....220,666.99 

                                 Building…………………….……….…….......198,397.69 

                                 Airport…………………………………………...5,504.43 

                                 Noxious Weed…………………...…………........7,110.79 

                                 Noxious Weed Equipment……………………....2,458.40 

                                 Alcoholic Treatment…………………………….…237.50                                  

                                 Diversion……………………………………......…918.20 

                                 Community Health……………….….................31,285.88 

                                 Register of Deeds Tech……………………………..34.83 

                                 Airport Grants………………………………......13,606.62 

                                 Employee’s P/R Misc W/H…………………..…..…72.36  

 

Tony Martin came in to inform the Commissioners the Railroad engineers took out the tracks at 

Road 20, and then the Road Department will fix the road when the Railroad gets finished.  

 

Tony informed the Commissioners that the Asphalt plant has been winterized for the year. 

 

Tony says the KAC meeting was very informative. 

 

Tony said he has been looking at roads in the County that need to be graveled.  He was talking to 

Kirkham and Michael about changing the frontage road, east of town, in the Stevens County 

Industrial Park. 

 

Tony and the Commissioners talked about the cost to operate the asphalt plant for 2013 asphalt 

season. 

 

There was discussion of changing it over to natural gas for the next season. 

Ted Heaton checked in to see if the Commissioners needed anything from him. 

 

Bob brought paperwork for the final sale of property to KDI Operating, LLC to have Dave sign. 

 

Dave moved to approve Resolution 2013-12 authorizing the approval of sale of real estate to 

KDI Operating, LLC.  Pat seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Ryan Hamlin and Dennis Hamlin came in to ask permission to lay a pipeline-irrigation water line 

in the County right of way.  Ryan explained he had talked to the land owners and they were not 

in agreement to allow the line to go across their land. 

 

Dave moved to go into executive session for attorney/client for 10 minutes from 9:55am to 

10:05am with Bob Johnson, County Counselor, Ryan Hamlin and Dennis Hamlin present.  Jim 

seconded.  Motion carried.  Meeting reconvened at 10:05am.  No action taken. 

 

Nicole Crites came in to ask about buying Lots 1 & 2 Block14 in Kallenbach 5
th

 Addition.  The 

Commissioners agreed to sale the lots for the amount of back taxes owed.  Bob Johnson 

informed  



her that Stevens County does own the lots and he would work on the deed. 

 

Pat moved to sale Lots 1 & 2 Block 14 in Kallenbach 5
th

 Addition to Nicole Crites for the 

amount of back taxes owed.  Dave seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Neal Gillespie came to invite the Commissioners to a dinner for elected officials on November 

14, 2013 at 6:30pm at the Senior Center. 

 

Susan Schulte came in to discuss hired someone to help clean the Courthouse during 

construction time.  Susan asked if Carolina Garza could be hired to help and pay as contract 

labor. ($13.00) 

 

Dave moved to allow Susan to hire Carolina Garza to help cleaning Courthouse during 

construction time and pay as contract labor.  Jim seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

By motion the Board adjourned.  

 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk                         ________________________________  

                        Dave Bozone, Chairman 

 

 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

NOVEMBER 18, 2013 

 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with all members present.  Also 

present were Bob Johnson, County Counselor, Pam Bensel, County Clerk and RoGlenda Coulter, 

Hugoton Hermes.  Dave called the meeting to order.  Pat moved to approve the minutes of the 

last meeting.  Jim seconded.  Motion carried. Pat moved to approve the county vouchers. Jim 

seconded.  Motion carried.  The clerk was instructed to draw warrants on the Treasurer 

chargeable to the various funds of the county for the following amounts: 

 

                                 General…………………………….….……....36,048.93 

                                 Road & Bridge…………………….……….....31,573.32 

                                 Building…………………….……….…….......25,495.12 

                                 Noxious Weed…………………...………….........254.70 

                                 Community Health……………….….................6,878.16 

                                 Wekando…………………………………….....3,750.00 

                                 Employee’s P/R Misc W/H…………………..……70.80  

 

Dave explained his concern about the Abengoa employees not stopping when coming out of the 

plant between shifts to Abengoa representatives who were present. 

 

Rodney Kelling came in to ask to be reappointed to participate for the Southwest Kansas 

Regional Emergency Planning Council of Homeland Security funding. 

 

Dave moved to reappoint Rodney to participate for the Southwest Kansas Regional Emergency 

Planning Council of Homeland Security funding.  Pat seconded. 

 

Rodney asked the Commissioners about getting a new fire truck.  The fire monies will be short 

$30,000.00 to $50,000.00 so the County auditor, Theresa Dasenbrock, says the monies saved for 

the EMS Department could be reallocated for the Fire Department.  The Commissioners 

approved the reallocation of the monies from EMS to Fire. 

 

Pat moved to allow Rodney to have specifications drawn up for a bid on a new fire truck.  Jim 

seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Bob Johnson and the Commissioners discussed the cost of the lots in the Pioneer Addition.  They 

talked about cost per lot and set it at $4,000.00 plus payment of all specials. 

 

Robert Davis, Gary Porter, Kim Harper, Dax Gaskill, Jeff Crawford and Dell Cullison with the 

Airport Board came in to discuss the sprinkler at the airport.  Robert explained his concerns for 

safety issues.  He said that the Airport Board offered to move the sprinkler at no cost to the 

owner and to advertise in the Hi Plains Journal for the sale of the sprinkler.   

 



Bob Johnson discussed some possible solutions to the situation.  The Airport Board will work on 

a solution. 

 

Tony Martin came in to inform the Commissioners of an Assigned Assessment Program in effect 

with the State. 

 

Pat moved to approve the Assigned Assessment Program.  Jim seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Tony brought in an agreement for the FHWA Safety Edge Technology Project.  The project 

supplies federal aid monies to be used on equipment for the construction and maintenance of 

County roads. 

 

Pat moved to approve the agreement.  Jim seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Tony said Black Hills Energy had not contacted him about changing the asphalt plant over from 

diesel to natural gas.  Jim Persinger has called twice. 

 

Tony asked about putting the fence around the Lake Russell area.  He says the Road & Bridge 

guys will have time this winter.  The Commissioners chose to table the fence at this time. 

 

Tom Robb and Dan Allison with Abengoa came in to discuss the steam blowing at the plant.  

Tom said starting Tuesday, November 19, 2013 they will start the steam purge out of the boiler. 

 

The Commissioners talked to Tom Robb and Dan Allison about the safety issues at the Abengoa 

plant.  Dave expressed his concerns for the citizens of Stevens County because the contractors 

are not stopping at the stop sign coming out of the plant during shift changes.  Dave informed 

Tom and Dan they need to change the stop sign to a legal size sign. 

 

Paula Rowden came in to discuss the transportation program for the Health Department. 

 

Paula informed the Commissioners about a presentation at KAC involving the Healthcare Plan-

Kan Care.  She informed the Commissioners that Lynne Webb will be trained as a case worker to 

sign families up for Medicaid and get the help they need.  Paula asked the State if they would 

help with this program.  The costs of the electronic medical records are around $500,000. 

 

Paula said she is checking into getting a new vehicle that is not handicap accessible.  She has 

funds that have been encumbered from 2012 that could be used to buy the vehicle. 

 

Roger Lynch came in to discuss the environmental assessment and the fencing of the waste area 

at the Abengoa plant. 

 

Gary Baker expressed his concerns on the healthcare for the Country. 

 

Dave moved to go into executive session for non elected personnel for 5 minutes from 11:00am 

to 11:05am with Bob Johnson, County Counselor and Pam Bensel, County Clerk present.  Pat 

seconded.  Motion carried.  Meeting reconvened at 11:05am.  No action taken. 

 

Ted Heaton came in to update on the Sheriff’s Department. 

Dave moved to go into executive session for non elected personnel for 5 minutes from 11:30am 

to 11:35am with Bob Johnson, County Counselor and Rodney Kelling present.  Jim seconded.  

Motion carried.  Meeting reconvened at 11:35am.  No action taken. 

 

Neal Gillespie came in to inform the Commissioners that the KDOT grant has been awarded to 

do the road improvement project east of town. 

 

Neal will change the wording for the Neighborhood Revitalization policy for the Commissioners 

to approve. 

 

By motion the Board adjourned.  

 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk                         ________________________________  

                        Dave Bozone, Chairman 

 

  

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 



DECEMBER 6, 2013 

 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with all members present.  Also 

present were Bob Johnson, County Counselor, Pam Bensel, County Clerk and RoGlenda Coulter, 

Hugoton Hermes.  Dave called the meeting to order.  Pat moved to approve the minutes of the 

last meeting.  Jim seconded.  Motion carried. Jim moved to approve the county vouchers. Pat 

seconded.  Motion carried.  The clerk was instructed to draw warrants on the Treasurer 

chargeable to the various funds of the county for the following amounts: 

                             

                                 General…………………………….….…….....223,599.43 

                                 Road & Bridge…………………….………......189,170.63 

                                 Airport……………………………………………5,398.27 

                                 Building…………………….……….…….......262,766.52 

                                 Noxious Weed…………………...………….........9,253.91 

                                 Alcoholic Treatment……………………………….237.50 

                                 Diversion…………………………………………1,320.56 

                                 Community Health……………….…..................26,444.11 

                                 Airport Grants………………………………..…14,629.52 

                                 Wekando……………………………………....242,073.16 

                                 Employee’s P/R Misc W/H……………………......106.86 

 

Robert Rich came in to ask about a raise for Michael Rickman.   

 

Pat moved to approve a $1.00 an hour raise for Michael Rickman.  Jim seconded.  Motion 

carried. 

 

Robert talked about the sky lights over the office and restroom areas.  The water has been 

leaking in around the lights.  Robert asked about getting bids to seal around the lights.  

Commissioners agreed to allow Robert to get bids. 

 

Neal Gillespie came in to discuss the Neighborhood Revitalization Plan.  Neal will get with Bob 

to revise the wording of the plans.  

 

Susan Schulte came in to talk about replacing the commercial mixer in the Memorial Hall.  She 

has been checking with different companies and getting prices for a new mixer. 

 

Susan informed the Commissioners that she got ahold of Tony McBride about a price to put a 

fence across the front of the a/c units for the new heat and air system for the courthouse. 

 

Tony Martin came in to discuss the KS Department of Transportation Federal Fund Exchange 

Program.  Stevens County has $607,656.53 in the fund for the years 2011, 2012 and 2013 that 

could be used for road projects.  Tony applied for the money and Commissioners signed the 

contract agreement for the money.  

 

Tony talked to Black Hills and they discussed about converting the asphalt plant to natural gas. 

 

Tony presented the Fair Board Elections list of new members.   

 

Dave moved to approve the 2014 Fair Board members.  Pat seconded.  Motion carried. 

Ted Heaton came in to update on the Sheriff’s Department. 

 

Pat moved to go into executive session for litigation and non elected personnel for 10 minutes 

from 9:50am to 10:00am with Bob Johnson, County Counselor present.  Dave seconded.  Motion 

carried.  

 

Pat moved to go back into executive session for 10 more minutes from 10:00am to 10:10am with 

Bob Johnson, County Counselor present.  Dave seconded. Motion carried.  Meeting reconvened 

at 10:10am.  No action taken. 

 

Pat moved to approve Resolution 2013-13 approving an assessment by the Western Kansas 

Development Organization for its obligations under an Amendment to Contract to Rehabilitate 

Railroad Line and extending the Contract to Rehabilitate Railroad from a period of Ten years to 

Thirteen Years.  Jim seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

By motion the Board adjourned.  



 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk                         ________________________________  

                        Dave Bozone, Chairman 

 

 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

DECEMBER 27, 2013 

 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with all members present.  Also 

present were Bob Johnson, County Counselor, Pam Bensel, County Clerk and RoGlenda Coulter, 

Hugoton Hermes.  Dave called the meeting to order.  Pat moved to approve the minutes of the 

last meeting.  Jim seconded.  Motion carried. Jim moved to approve the county vouchers. Pat 

seconded.  Motion carried.  The clerk was instructed to draw warrants on the Treasurer 

chargeable to the various funds of the county for the following amounts: 

                             

                                 General…………………………….….…….....138,923.93 

                                 Road & Bridge…………………….……….......40,501.00 

                                 Airport………………………………………….70,106.00 

                                 Building…………………….……….…….......156,426.98 

                                 Noxious Weed…………………...…………...........186.45 

                                 Diversion…………………………………………1,248.03 

                                 Community Health……………….…..................23,801.31 

                                 Fire Bequest…………………………………………20.00 

                                 Airport Grants………………………………..…..4,561.85 

                                 Employee’s P/R Misc W/H……………………......106.86 

 

Dave opened the Public Hearing at 8:30am for the issuance of taxable industrial revenue bonds 

for the Kansas Dairy Ingredients Project. 

 

Neal Gillespie, Judy Parsons and Sarah Steele were present for the hearing. 

 

Sarah Steele explained the about the industrial revenue bonds.  The County is not obligated 

financially for any kind of default.  KDI intends to lease the facility to Kansas Land, Feed and 

Cattle Company, LLC.  There will be a tax abatement issued for a 10 year period starting 

January 1, 2015, pursuant to the County’s policy.  KDI also executed a “Pilot” or payment in 

Lieu of taxes agent.  Taxes will be paid in 2013 and 2014.  The industrial revenue bonds, in the 

amount of $28,000.000.00, will be purchased by Kansas Land, Feed and Cattle Company, LLC 

and issued by Stevens County.   

 

The Appraiser needs to appraise the facility to determine the appraisal cost of each year. 

 

Dave closed the Public Hearing at 8:50am. 

 

Pat moved approve Resolution 2013-14 determining the advisability of issuing taxable industrial 

revenue bonds for the purpose of financing the acquisition, construction and equipping of a dairy 

processing facility to be located in said county.  Jim seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Commissioners moved to allow the Stevens County Treasurer’s office close at 12:00pm to close 

out the 2013 year. 

 

Sevelan Brollier with Moscow Senior Citizens came in to ask for financial help of $7,500.00.  

This amount will help with the bills and flooring at the Moscow Senior Center. 

 

Jim moved to give $7,500.00 to the Moscow Senior Citizens to help the bills at the Moscow 

Senior Center.  Dave seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Phillip Willis came in to ask about piling dirt on the quarter of land east of the landfill.  The 

Commissioners agreed to allow piling the dirt on the quarter east of the landfill. 

 

Phillip Willis brought in the 2013 encumbrance letter for the Stevens County Solid Waste in the 

amount of $10,000.00 for repairs to the 615c scrapper and 953c track loader. 

 

Dave moved to allow the 2013 encumbrance letter for the Stevens County Solid Waste in the 

amount of $10,000.00.  Pat seconded.  Motion carried. 

 



Tony Martin came in to discuss the changing of the asphalt plant to natural gas.  Black Hills 

cannot guarantee to have the line in by next October.  

 

Tony asked Hancock Electric to present a bid to lay the gas line to switch the plant to natural gas. 

 

Tony brought in a letter to transfer the 2013 monies out of Road and Bridge to Road Machinery 

#220.  

 

Dave moved to approve the letter to transfer the 2013 monies out of Road and Bridge to Road 

Machinery #220.  Jim seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Tony informed the Commissioners that the Road Department will be getting a check from the 

State of Kansas in the amount of $500,000.00. 

 

Jim informed Tony to check on a yield sign at Road 26 and Road BB. 

 

Ted Heaton brought in a 2013 encumbrance letter for the Stevens County Sheriff’s office in the 

amount of $5,646.33 for miscellaneous equipment and to use the carry over monies of $2,100.00 

in the Concealed Carry and Registered Offenders funds for purchasing cameras. 

 

Pat moved to allow the 2013 encumbrance letter for the Stevens County Sheriff’s office in the 

amount of $5,646.33 for miscellaneous equipment and to use the carry over monies of $2,100.00 

in the Concealed Carry and Registered Offenders funds for purchasing cameras.  Dave seconded.  

Motion carried. 

 

Pam Bensel presented the 2013 encumbrance letter for Kelsee Burnett in the Clerk of the District 

Court.  Kelsee asked to encumber the remainder of the 2013 monies, approximately $16,482.85, 

to replace and install five new computers. 

 

Pat moved to allow Kelsee to encumber the remainder of the 2013 monies, approximately 

$16,482.85, to replace and install five new computers.  Jim seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Larry Sharp with KCAMP came in to present Stevens County’s 2012 annual report. 

 

Larry talked about tuition reimbursement programs for Road and Bridge and Sheriff’s office. 

 

Tom Hicks, Paul Nordyke, Tony Martin, Jack Rowden and Josh Grubbs came in to discuss the 

annexation of two tracts of land in the SE 15-33-37, East of town in the Stevens County Industrial 

Park into the corporate city limits of the City of Hugoton. 

 

Pat moved to adopt Resolution 2013-15 to annex two tracts of land in the SE 15-33-37, west of 

town in the Stevens County Industrial Park into the corporate city limits of the City of Hugoton.  

Jim seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Tom talked about the grant, 95% state funded and 5% county funded, from the State of Kansas for 

the 3 land highway with a turning lane, west of town. 

 

Tony Martin informed the Commissioners that the roads in the Pioneer Addition will be done in 

March, 2014. 

 

Doug Martin came in to discuss his reappointment to the Economic Development Board.   

 

Dave moved to reappoint Doug Martin for another four year term to the Economic Development 

Board.  Pat seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Dwayne West came in for Tony McBride to present change order Revision #7 in the amount of 

$3,551.00 for the Health Department/Physical Therapy/EMS project. 

 

Pat moved to pay the change order Revision #7 in the amount of $3,551.00 for the Health 

Department/Physical Therapy/EMS project.  Dave seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Dave moved to go into executive session for non elected personnel for 10 more minutes from 

11:00am to 11:10am with Bob Johnson, County Counselor present.  Pat seconded. Motion 

carried.  Meeting reconvened at 11:10am.  No action taken. 

 



Casey Settlemyer came in to discuss purchasing Lot 4 Block 2 in the Stevens County Industrial 

Addition, West of town. 

 

Pat moved to sell Lot 4 Block 2 in the Stevens County Industrial Addition, east of town, to Casey 

Settlemyer for $1,000.00 an acre.  Dave seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Jim moved to approve a 3% raise for County employees.  Dave seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Steve Rome came in to discuss his reappointment to the Economic Development Board.  No 

decision was made at this time. 

 

Pat moved to reappoint David Bozone for another three year term to the Cimarron Basin 

Corrections Advisory Board.  Jim seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

By motion the Board adjourned.  

 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk                         ________________________________  

                        Dave Bozone, Chairman 

 

 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

JANUARY 6, 2014 

 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with all members present.  Also 

present were Bob Johnson, County Counselor, Pam Bensel, County Clerk and RoGlenda Coulter, 

Hugoton Hermes.  Dave called the meeting to order.  Jim moved to approve the minutes of the 

last meeting.  Pat seconded.  Motion carried. Jim moved to approve the county vouchers. Pat 

seconded.  Motion carried.  The clerk was instructed to draw warrants on the Treasurer 

chargeable to the various funds of the county for the following amounts: 

                             

                                 General…………………………….….…….....238,862.45 

                                 Road & Bridge…………………….………........80,440.53 

                                 Airport…………………………………………..55,269.46 

                                 Building…………………….……….…….........50,495.39 

                                 Noxious Weed…………………...…………........6,616.85 

                                 Library………………………………………..…98,194.75 

                                 Alcoholic Treatment……………………………….237.50 

                                 Community Health……………….….................26,462.32 

                                 911E Wireless……………………………………5,018.89 

                                 Employee’s P/R Misc W/H……………………........23.97 

 

Commissioners discussed Pete Earles bill and asked Pam Bensel to call for more detailed bills 

when sending to the County for payment. 

 

Jim moved to appoint the Hugoton Hermes as the official newspaper for Stevens County.  Pat 

seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Jim moved to have Citizens State Bank as the bank depository for Stevens County.  Pat 

seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Jim moved to have First National Bank as secondary depository for Stevens County.  Pat 

seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Jim moved to continue the meeting days and time on the 1
st
 and 3

rd
 Mondays at 8:30am unless 

Monday is a county holiday then the meeting will be on Tuesday.  Pat seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Pam Bensel, County Clerk presented the GAAP waiver Resolution14-01 to be approved and 

signed.  Dave moved to adopt the GAAP Resolution 14-01.  Gary seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Pat moved to appoint Dave Bozone as Chairman. Jim seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Pat moved to appoint Jim Bell as Vice Chairman.  Dave seconded.  Motion carried.  

 

Dave moved to appoint Jim as delegate to the WEKANDO Board.  Pat seconded.  Motion 

carried. 



Pat moved to appoint Dave as delegate to the Port Authority Board.  Jim seconded.  Motion 

carried. 

 

Dave moved to reappoint Robert Johnson as County Counselor for 2014.  Jim seconded.  Motion 

carried.  Pat voted no. 

 

Dave moved to go into executive session for non elected personnel for 10 more minutes from 

8:50am to 9:00am with Bob Johnson, County Counselor present.  Pat seconded.  Motion carried.  

Meeting reconvened at 9:00am.  No action taken. 

 

Ray Hoggatt came in to interview for the Economic Development Board. 

 

Pat moved to appoint Ray Hoggatt to the Economic Development Board to replace Steve Rome 

for a 3 year term. 

 

Jim moved to appoint Pat to the Southwest Guidance Center Board.  Dave seconded.  Motion 

carried. 

 

Tony Martin came in to inform the Commissioners that someone is asking for a road to be 

opened south of town on a section line.  Bob will get the information together for next meeting. 

 

Tony informed the Commissioners he had ordered the supplies to change the asphalt plant over 

to gas.  The County chose to use Amarillo Natural Gas to supply the asphalt plant. 

 

Tony informed the Commissioners the old John Deere graders engine went out and sent it to 

Ulysses to have it rebuilt. 

 

Tony said the front door of the Road and Bridge office building needs to be replaced, but will 

wait till the weather warms up. 

 

Dan Allison with Abengoa Bioenergy Biomass came in to request that the County 

Commissioners approve the construction of a landscape berm using any excess material (dirt, 

sand and ash) on the Abengoa industrial site.  KDHE will approve the plans and monitor the 

construction of the berm if Commissioners approve of the construction of a landscape berm. 

 

Pat moved to approve the construction of a landscape berm to comply with KDHE 

specifications.  Jim seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Susan came in to discuss the fence for the generators on the southeast side of Courthouse.  There 

was one bid from McBride Construction Inc in the amount of $1,739.00. 

 

                  Chain link fence 6’ tall 9ga with 5’wide gate & posts set in concrete holes. 

                  Bid includes:  fence, concrete, labor and equipment 

 

Pat moved to accept McBride Construction Inc bid for $1,739.00 to put a fence for the 

generators.  Dave seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Paula Rowden came in to discuss the Public Transportation grant.  The State requires the County 

to have a Civil Liberties Plan in place before qualifying for the grant. 

 

Pat moved to accept the Civil Liberties Plan.  Jim seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Pat moved to go into executive session for non elected personnel for 10 more minutes from 

10:10am to 10:20am with Bob Johnson, County Counselor and Paula Rowden present.  Jim 

seconded.  Motion carried.  Meeting reconvened at 10:20am.   

 

Commissioners moved to allow Paula to give Trista Panjwani a $2.00 merit raise. 

 

By motion the Board adjourned.  

 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk                         ________________________________  

                        Dave Bozone, Chairman 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

JANUARY 20, 2014 

 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with all members present.  Also 

present were Bob Johnson, County Counselor, Pam Bensel, County Clerk and RoGlenda Coulter, 

Hugoton Hermes.  Dave called the meeting to order.  Jim moved to approve the minutes of the 

last meeting.  Pat seconded.  Motion carried. Jim moved to approve the county vouchers. Pat 

seconded.  Motion carried.  The clerk was instructed to draw warrants on the Treasurer 

chargeable to the various funds of the county for the following amounts: 

                             

                                 General…………………………….….…….....103,605.56 

                                 Road & Bridge…………………….………........52,233.75 

                                 Building…………………….……….……...........3,730.78 

                                 Extension Council………………………………75,000.00 

                                 Noxious Weed…………………...…………...........250.98 

                                 Diversion………………………………………....1,489.64 

                                 Community Health……………….…....................5,328.01 

                                 Airport Grants…………………………………....5,914.59 

                                 Employee’s P/R Misc W/H……………………...3,216.22 

 

Robert Rich brought in the 2013 encumbrance letter for the Stevens County Wellness Center in 

the amount of $15,819.91for machine repairs, row machine, roof repair, cleaning supplies, 

weights and boxing bag. 

 

Dave moved to allow the 2013 encumbrance letter for the Stevens County Wellness Center in the 

amount of $15,819.91.  Pat seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Janice Morgan and Debbie Nordling came in to ask for another commercial mixer for the 

Memorial Hall to replace old one.  Janice presented a bid in the amount of $3,460.00 plus 

shipping. 

 

Jim moved to buy a mixer for the Memorial Hall in the amount of $3,460.00 plus shipping.  Pat 

seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Greg Wellbrock brought in the 2013 encumbrance letter for the Stevens County Appraiser in the 

amount of $7,700.00 for purchase of a new copier, pay out on other copier and remaining monies 

for postage. 

 

Pat moved to allow the 2013 encumbrance letter for the Stevens County Appraiser in the amount 

of $7,700.00.  Jim seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Gary Baker came in to discuss the Appraisal law suit on the oil and gas. 

 

Tony Martin came in to inform the Commissioners that Chuck Oldaker with KDOT came by.  

They are planning to start in 2015 on Highway 51 to do the turning lane east of town.  KDOT 

needs a contract signed for repairs of any damages. 

 

Tony informed the Commissioners that the Road and Bridge Department received the Federal 

Highway Funding money back for the past 3 years. 

 

Tony asked about a road to be put in on Road M between Road 13 and Road 14. 

 

Justin and Gwen Gibson asked to have the road because they are building a house in that area.  

They will need the bus to pick up their child for school and a way in and out of the property. 

 

Bob will contact the other land owner and then figure out how to handle the situation. 

 

Tony informed the Commissioners that Richard Claggett called about the approach into his land 

on NW 27-32-37. 

 



Roger Lynch came in to inform the Commissioners that KDHE is in charge of the moving of dirt 

at Woods at the ADM elevator. 

 

Roger Lynch and Karen Rich came in to discuss a bill of $500.00 for matching funds to 

Southwest Area Agency on Aging.  Karen explained that the Hugoton Senior Citizens Board 

pays this bill each year so the County doesn’t need to pay. 

 

Ted Heaton, Sheriff, came in with a list of property to sell at the Sheriff’s sale.  Bob Johnson, 

County Counselor, gave the property descriptions being sold.  Several private citizens gathered 

for the sale. 

 

      Lot 1 Blk 5 township of Meadows a/k/a Feterita 

      Lot 4 Blk 1 Washington Square Addition 

      Lot 1 Blk 4 Washington Square Addition 

      Lot 2 Blk 2 Washington Square Addition 

      Lot 3 Blk 2 Washington Square Addition 

      Lot 4 Blk 2 Washington Square Addition 

      Lot 5 Blk 2 Washington Square Addition 

      Lot 6 Blk 2 Washington Square Addition 

      Lot 4 Blk 91 Hugoton City 

      Lot 1 Blk 5 Hugoton Second Industrial Subdivision Hugoton City 

      Lot 16 Blk 22 Hugoton City 

 

Rodney Kelling brought in the 2013 encumbrance letter for the Stevens County EMS in the 

amount of $15,114.00 for miscellaneous equipment upgrades and $40,000.00 to transfer to 

County Equipment Fund and Stevens County Fire in the amount of $27,122.00 for upgrade of 

old fire tools and equipment. 

 

Pat moved to allow the 2013 encumbrance letter for the Stevens County EMS in the amount of 

$15,114.00 and transfer of $40,000.00 and Stevens County Fire in the amount of $27,122.00.  

Dave seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Rodney presented a bid to tie the remaining portion of the EMS building in with the Fire 

Department building onto the generator.   

 

Pat moved to have Rodney get more bids.  Dave seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Casey Settlemyer picked up the deed for Lot 4 Block 2 in the Stevens County Industrial 

Addition, west of town to take to Stevens County Title. 

 

Commissioner reappointed Ted Heaton to the Advisory Board for the Southwest Regional 

Juvenile Detention Center. 

 

Dave talked about having a sales tax question on the ballot this fall. 

 

Thea Schnittker came in to talk about the Mortgage Registration tax resolution. 

 

Dave moved to adopt Resolution 2014-02 stating the Board of County Commissioners urging the 

Kansas Legislature and Governor Sam Brownback to retain the mortgage registration fee, as 

provided in KSA 79-3102, and reject any or all legislative proposals abolishing such fee.  Jim 

seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Chris Lund came in to discuss funding for the program at City on a Hill which is a substance 

abuse program.  Chris explained the services provided with the program.  He explained the 

funding they get from the state and other counties. 

 

Pat moved to approve funding of City on a Hill for 2014 in the amount of $4,000.00.  Jim 

seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Susan Schulte came in to ask about getting another set of filters for the heat/air system.   

 

Commissioners moved to approve the purchase of another set of filters. 

 



Dave moved to go into executive session for pending litigation for 15 minutes from 11:45am to 

12:00pm with Bob Johnson, County Counselor present.  Jim seconded.  Motion carried.  Meeting 

reconvened at 12:00pm.   

 

By motion the Board adjourned.  

 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk                         ________________________________  

                        Dave Bozone, Chairman 

 

 

 

  

 

 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

FEBRUARY 3, 2014 

 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with all members present.  Also 

present were Bob Johnson, County Counselor, Pam Bensel, County Clerk and RoGlenda Coulter, 

Hugoton Hermes.  Dave called the meeting to order.  Jim moved to approve the minutes of the 

last meeting.  Pat seconded.  Motion carried. Dave moved to approve the county vouchers. Pat 

seconded.  Motion carried.  The clerk was instructed to draw warrants on the Treasurer 

chargeable to the various funds of the county for the following amounts: 

                             

                                 General…………………………….….…….....330,592.59 

                                 Road & Bridge…………………….………......223,973.60 

                                 Fair……………………………………………...63,475.00 

                                 Airport…………………………………………-38,027.39 

                                 Services for Elderly…………………………….99,925.50 

                                 Building…………………….……….…….......152,703.50 

                                 Employees Benefit……………………………169,261.19 

                                 Noxious Weed…………………...…………......10,487.94 

                                 Hospital Maint……………………………....1,100,000.00 

                                 Alcoholic Treatment……………………………….237.50 

                                 Diversion…………………………………………..395.56 

                                 Community Health……………….….................40,740.63 

                                 Wekando………………………………………...3,750.00 

                                 Fire Bequest………………………………………...43.50 

                                 Employee’s P/R Misc W/H…………………….......77.48 

                                 Register of Deeds Tech Fund……………………..236.43 

 

Dave moved to go into executive session for pending litigation and non-elected personnel for 10 

minutes from 8:45am to 8:55am with Bob Johnson, County Counselor present.  Jim seconded.  

Motion carried.  Meeting reconvened at 8:55am.   

 

Rodney Kelling came in to discuss tying the EMS building into the generator.  Rodney received 

bids from Davis Electric, Inc  in the amount of $2,643.00 and Hancock Electric in the amount of  

$2,504.43. 

 

Dave moved to accept the bid from Hancock Electric in the amount of $2,504.43 to tie the EMS 

building into the generator.  Jim seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Rodney Kelling will check with Bailey Esarey about the EMS lady at Seward County to help 

with writing grants for Stevens County. 

 

Betty Rosel brought in a bid from Custom Renovations for the countertop in the Register of 

Deeds vault.  Commissioners asked her to get another bid and present them at the next meeting. 

 

Tony Martin came in and brought a contract to be signed to allow Road 13 and Road P through 

Road Q as a detour for the KDOT project #51-95.  Commissioners agreed to allow the detour. 

 

Tony discussed getting rock from XIT for the road projects this spring and summer. 

 



Tony informed the Commissioners that the old John Deere grader that was repaired and brought 

back to the shop is still in need of repairs.  Ron McFarlane had John Deere in Ulysses to come 

and get the grader and supplied another grader while the other grader is being repaired.  

 

Tony informed the Commissioners that Carl Eyman with KWORCC came and presented a 

Defensive Driving Course for the Road Department. 

 

Bob Johnson informed the Commissioners that Jeff and Jo Cox agreed to give right of way on 

Road M between Road 13 and Road 14, to allow the County to improve the road. 

 

Susan came in to discuss equipment for the floors.  The other equipment that the County had was 

sold.  She will get prices for the equipment needed. 

 

Susan informed the Commissioners that Mario and Jorge are working on the Sheriff’s floors and 

possibly will have overtime hours. 

 

Susan discussed what to do with the old mixer in the Memorial Hall. 

 

Susan informed the Commissioners about a maintenance agreement with Knipp/Trane.  The 

Commissioners previously agreed to allow her to take care of the agreement.  

 

Ted Heaton and T J Steers came in and talked about the things happening in the Sheriff’s 

Department. 

 

Paula Rowden brought in the 2013 encumbrance letter for the Stevens County Community 

Health Department in the amount of $47,300.00 for the new building. 

 

        office furnishings – two meeting tables $600.00, kitchen chairs for dining area (12)    

        $300.00 

        Public Transportation Vehicle – County pays 20% - $7,000.00 (grant award for vehicle) 

 

        Replace 2006 Ford Free star van and 2006 Ford Taurus both with more than 83,000 miles 

 

            2013 Dodge Van – trade difference           $19,500.00 

            2013 Ford Edge – trade difference            $19,900.00 

 

Dave moved to allow the 2013 encumbrance letter for the Stevens County Community Health in 

the amount of $43,300.00.  Pat seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Paula introduced her new employee, Cammie Heaton. 

 

Neal Gillespie came in to inform the Commissioners that Mike Moriarty with KDOT will be 

here the next meeting. 

 

Two bids were presented for repair of the Wellness Center roof from Aqua Shield in the amount 

of $1,495.00 and from D V Douglass Roofing in the amount of $1,800.00. 

 

Jim moved to allow the bid, to repair the Wellness Center roof, from Aqua Shield in the amount 

of $1,495.00.  Dave seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

By motion the Board adjourned.  

 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk                         ________________________________  

                        Dave Bozone, Chairman 

 

 

 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

FEBRUARY 18, 2014 

 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with all members present.  Also 

present were Bob Johnson, County Counselor, Pam Bensel, County Clerk and RoGlenda Coulter, 

Hugoton Hermes.  Dave called the meeting to order.  Jim moved to approve the minutes of the 

last meeting.  Pat seconded.  Motion carried. Pat moved to approve the county vouchers. Jim 



seconded.  Motion carried.  The clerk was instructed to draw warrants on the Treasurer 

chargeable to the various funds of the county for the following amounts: 

                             

                                 General…………………………….….…….....68,599.80 

                                 Road & Bridge…………………….………..... 61,424.76 

                                 Building…………………….……….……..........3,000.40 

                                 Noxious Weed…………………...…………..........509.99 

                                 Insurance Agency….…………………………140,910.00 

                                 Community Health……………….…..................6,441.18 

                                 Employee’s P/R Misc W/H……… …………..........77.48 

 

Robert Davis came in to talk about the Airport Board setting up a zoning board for the Airport. 

 

Quince Burton with Black Hills Energy came in to ask for an easement to put in a gas line along 

Road 12 and tie into existing line on Road N (20-33-37).  He explained that the Abengoa plant is 

using more gas than they anticipated so Black Hills is trying to accommodate them. 

 

Thea Schnittker brought in 3 bids for a countertop in the Register of Deeds vault. 

 

               Harrison Construction – solid surface $2,641.18 or formica - $1,525.82 

               Parman Brothers – white granite  $2,450.00 

               Custom Renovations – formica - $968.00 or granite - $3,880.00 

 

Jim moved to accept the bid from Parman Brothers in the amount of $2,450.00 for the granite 

countertop.  Dave seconded.  Motion carried.  The bill will be taken out of building. 

 

Tony Martin came in to have Commissioners to authorize the award contract for Project #106C-

0484-01 for the purchase of qualified asphalt paving edging device for County installation to new 

or existing pavers. 

 

Tony talked about changing road products for road repairs this year. 

 

Tony informed the Commissioners he was going to the Southwest Highway Department meeting 

in Garden City. 

 

Tony informed the Commissioners he had received the grader back from Murphy Tractor. 

 

Tony discussed some of the road projects the Road Department will be working on this summer. 

 

Ted Heaton came in to update the Commissioners of the Sheriff’s Department.  

 

Dave moved to rescind the motion to allow the 2013 encumbrance letter for the Stevens County 

Community Health in the amount of $47,300.00.  Pat seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Pat moved to allow the revised 2013 encumbrance letter for the Stevens County Community 

Health in the amount of $49,400.00.  Jim seconded.  Motion carried.   

 

        office furnishings – two meeting tables $600.00, kitchen chairs for dining area (12)    

        $300.00 

 

        Public Transportation Vehicle – County pays 20% - $7,000.00 (grant award for vehicle) 

 

        Replace 2007 Ford Free Star van and 2006 Ford Taurus both with more than 83,000 miles 

 

            2014 Kia Sedona LX                 $22,900.00 

                     trade difference                      1,400.00 

                     2007 Ford Free Star           $21,500.00 

    

            2013 Ford Edge Sel                     $24,000.00 

                  trade difference                         4,000.00 

               2006 Ford Taurus                     $20,000.00 

 

Pat moved to allow the 2013 revised encumbrance letter for the Stevens County Community 

Health in the amount of $49,400.00.  Jim seconded.  Motion carried. 

 



Pat moved to accept the two bids from Ghumm Auto for Stevens County Community Health.  

Jim seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

            2014 Kia Sedona LX                  $22,900.00 

                     trade difference                      1,400.00 

                     2007 Ford Free Star           $21,500.00 

    

            2013 Ford Edge-Sel Fwd            $24,000.00 

                  trade difference                         4,000.00 

               2006 Ford Taurus                     $20,000.00 

 

Mike Moriarty-KDOT, Larry Thompson-KDOT District Engineer, Chuck Oldaker-KDOT Area 

Engineer, Jon Halbgewachs-Sr Vice President Kirkham & Michael, Dan Corpening- Hugoton City 

Council, Dean Banker-City of Hugoton, Neal Gillespie-Economic Development Director, 

Roglenda Coulter-Hugoton Hermes, Tony Martin-Stevens County Road Supervisor, Roger Lynch- 

Stevens County Planning & Zoning Administrator, Wayne Tate-Hugoton City Attorney, Tom 

Hicks-Hugoton City Clerk, Jack Rowden-Hugoton City Mayor and Paul Nordyke-Hugoton City 

Outside Utility Supervisor came in to discuss the Highway 51-4 lane project on the east side of 

town.   

 

A contract will be signed between KDOT and Stevens County, contingent upon the City of 

Hugoton approving it, saying that KDOT is paying 100% of the improvements on Highway 51east 

of town.  The County will pay for all improvements then the State will reimburse the County. 

 

Jim moved to accept the contract between KDOT and Stevens County contingent upon the City of 

Hugoton approving it.  Pat seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Stevens County will administer the Highway Project under KDOT with Kirkham and Michael in 

charge of the project. 

  

Teresa Colontonio with the Moscow Recreation Board came in to ask for the remaining 

$50,000.00 that was given to the Recreation Board for repairs on the swimming pool.  The 

Commissioners agreed to disburse the remaining amount $21,747.44. 

 

By motion the Board adjourned.  

 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk                         ________________________________  

                        Dave Bozone, Chairman 

 

 

 

 

 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

MARCH 3, 2014 

 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with Dave Bozone and Pat Hall 

present.  Also present were Bob Johnson, County Counselor, Pam Bensel, County Clerk and 

RoGlenda Coulter, Hugoton Hermes.  Dave called the meeting to order.  Pat moved to approve 

the minutes of the last meeting.  Dave seconded.  Motion carried. Pat moved to approve the 

county vouchers. Dave seconded.  Motion carried.  The clerk was instructed to draw warrants on 

the Treasurer chargeable to the various funds of the county for the following amounts: 

                             

                                 General…………………………….….……....178,131.08 

                                 Road & Bridge…………………….………....240,291.95 

                                 Airport…………………………………………..5,302.63 

                                 Building…………………….……….……........40,799.26 

                                 Noxious Weed…………………...………….......8,095.77 

                                 Alcoholic Treatment………………………………237.50 

                                 Community Health……………….…................71,061.62 

                                 Airport Grants…………………………………..5,033.70 

                                 Employee’s P/R Misc W/H……… …………..........73.48 

 

Jan Leonard came in to ask for approval of a cereal malt beverage license for the business High 

Plains Country Music Fest at Dirtona Raceway and/or Eagle RV Park. 



 

Dave moved to approve a cereal malt beverage license to Jan Leonard for the business High Plains 

Country Music Fest at Dirtona Raceway and/or Eagle RV Park.  Pat seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Tony Martin came in to inform the Commissioners he has received all the materials for the 

summer projects at the Road Department. 

 

Tony says the Road Department is ready to move the frontage road at Stevens Industrial Park. 

 

Tony says the Asphalt Plant is almost changed over to gas. 

 

The Road and Bridge Department helped clean off the County businesses during the snow storm. 

 

Tony says the Road Department is ready to start on Road M between Road 13 and Road 14. 

 

Ted Heaton came in to update the Commissioners on the Sheriff’s Department. 

 

Dave moved to go into executive session for trade secrets and land acquisition for 5 minutes 

from 9:25am to 9:30am with Bob Johnson, County Counselor and Jim Ghumm present.  Pat 

seconded.  Motion carried.  Meeting reconvened at 9:30am.  No action taken.  

 

Phillip Willis came in for Dave to sign the contract from State for the spraying of roadsides in 

Stevens County. 

 

By motion the Board adjourned.  

 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk                         ________________________________  

                        Dave Bozone, Chairman 

 

 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

MARCH 17, 2014 

 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with all members present.  Also 

present were Bob Johnson, County Counselor, Pam Bensel, County Clerk and RoGlenda Coulter, 

Hugoton Hermes.  Dave called the meeting to order.  Pat moved to approve the minutes of the 

last meeting. Jim seconded.  Motion carried.  Jim moved to approve the county vouchers. Pat 

seconded.  Motion carried.  The clerk was instructed to draw warrants on the Treasurer 

chargeable to the various funds of the county for the following amounts: 

                             

                                 General…………………………….….…….....51,637.52 

                                 Road & Bridge…………………….………......53.174.33 

                                 Building…………………….……….……..........3,932.32 

                                 Noxious Weed…………………...………….......1,436.80 

                                 Community Health……………….…..................4,919.06 

                                 Employee’s P/R Misc W/H……… …………..........87.48 

 

Janice Morgan came in to discuss removing the safety guard on the new mixer in the Memorial 

Hall.  The Commissioners felt it would be a liability to the County so they chose not to remove the 

guard. 

 

Commissioners asked Rodney Kelling to come in to discuss a bill for maintenance on the fire 

trucks and ambulances. 

 

Ted Heaton came in to discuss Mario Hernandez doing the floors at the Sheriff’s office.  Ted says 

the Sheriff’s budget would help pay for the hours worked at the Sheriff’s office.  Susan came in 

and said she was fine with Mario working at the Sheriff’s office but it would exceeding the 

overtime hours aloud.   The Commissioners agreed to allow Susan, Mario and Ted to work out the 

hours. 

 

Ted also asked to petition for a road opening for ¾ of a mile on Road 3.  The Commissioners 

tabled at this time. 

 

Tony Martin came in and the road opening was discussed with him.  The other land owners will 

need to be notified. 



 

Tony informed the Commissioners that the gas has been hooked up to the asphalt plant and they 

are checking to make sure there are no leaks before the season begins. 

 

Tony says the project this year includes 27 miles of road to seal. 

 

Tony said Kirkham Michael will be coming in next week to shoot in Road M between Road 13 and 

Road 14 for Justin and Gwen Gibson.  Then, Tony plans to have Kirkham Michael work out the 

problems on the access road east of town in the Stevens County Industrial Park. 

 

Tony and the Commissioners talked about the tumbleweed problem in the County. 

 

The Commissioners asked Tony if the Road Department mechanics would have time to service the 

fire trucks and ambulances when needed.  Tony said they would be able to work it out. 

 

Pat moved to go into executive session for non elected personnel for 5 minutes from 9:40am to 

9:50am with Bob Johnson, County Counselor and Tony Martin present.  Dave seconded.  Motion 

carried.  Meeting reconvened at 9:50am.   

 

Pat moved to raise Tony’s yearly wage to $60,000.00 and give Roger Willis and Carl Greeson a 

raise of $.30 more an hour starting March 28
th

 pay period.  Jim seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Neal Gillespie came in to discuss the Neighborhood Revitalization Program.  Neal said the 

paperwork has to go through the Attorney General’s office for approval and he hasn’t heard from 

that office. 

 

Neal still needs to get approval from Moscow City board, USD 210 board and USD 209 board. 

 

Dave moved to approve the Neighborhood Revitalization Plan as changed.  Jim seconded.  

Motion carried. 

 

Jeremy Garrison with Pioneer Electric came in to have an electric line easement approved. 

 

Jim moved to approve the electric line easement for Pioneer Electric.  Pat seconded.  Motion 

carried. 

 

Dave moved to go into executive session for pending litigation for 10 minutes from 10:45am to 

10:55am with Bob Johnson, County Counselor present.  Pat seconded.  Motion carried.  Meeting 

reconvened at 10:55am.  No action taken.  

 

Bob Johnson asked the Commissioners if they wanted to offer Lots 1 & 2 Block 14 in 

Kallenbach 5
th

 Addition, the 2 lots left from the tax sale, to a prospective buyer. 

 

Dave moved to approve the Southwest Regional Juvenile Detention Center interlocal agreement.  

Pat seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

The Commissioners talked about the safety guard on the mixer and they decided to have Pat talk 

to A J Owens if he could put a hinge on the guard. 

 

Paula Rowden came in to talk about the transportation program.  The General Transportation 

Program is reimbursed 70% by the State grant and County pays 30%.  The County recuperates 

$500.00 a month for the services provided by John Peterson and $400.00 for services provided 

by Nellie Garcia.  The grant requires car seats for kids riding in the vehicles so the County 

receives another grant that provides this service.   

 

The Community Health has tickets that are purchased by the parents with children and punched 

each time they ride. 

 

There are two drinking fountains in the Community Health building that need repaired at a cost 

of $1,300.00. 

 

There are 2 boilers and air handler for fresh air that also need repaired. 

 

Paula Rowden and Trista Panjwani went for training on a new program called Chronic Disease 

Management. 



 

Paula informed the Commissioners there will be an open house for the Physical Therapy building 

on March 25
th

 from 12:00pm to 1:00pm and the Community Health building on March 25
th

 from 

12:00pm to 2:00pm. 

 

By motion the Board adjourned.  

 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk                         ________________________________  

                        Dave Bozone, Chairman 

 

 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

APRIL 7, 2014 

 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with all members present.  Also 

present were Bob Johnson, County Counselor, Pam Bensel, County Clerk and RoGlenda Coulter, 

Hugoton Hermes.  Dave called the meeting to order.  Pat moved to approve the minutes of the 

last meeting.  Dave seconded.  Motion carried. Pat moved to approve the county vouchers. Jim 

seconded.  Motion carried.  The clerk was instructed to draw warrants on the Treasurer 

chargeable to the various funds of the county for the following amounts: 

                             

                                

                                     General…………………………….….……...224,860.22 

                                 Road & Bridge…………………….………....113,118.62 

                                 Airport…………………………………………66,750.10 

                                 Building…………………….……….……........21,962.50 

                                 Noxious Weed…………………...………….......8,065.40 

                                 Library………………………………………....83,540.08 

                                 Highway Improvement………………………..10,500.00 

                                 Alcoholic Treatment…………………………….…237.50 

                                 Community Health……………….…...............32,557.80 

                                 Airport Grants…………………………………..12,082.54 

                                 Employee’s Benefits/Library…………………...31,749.00 

                                 Employee’s P/R Misc W/H……… ………….....1,170.46 

                                 Reg of Deeds Tech Fund…………………………178.02 

 

Richard Claggett came in to discuss the right of way for NW corner of NW 27-32-37.  The survey 

was done wrong the first time, so it needed to be surveyed again.  Bob asked if he could email the 

new survey to him and he would redo the right of way. 

 

Robert Rich presented the 2015 Wellness budget in the amount of $157,056.35. 

 

Robert discussed the monies encumbered from 2013.   

 

Robert asked about selling a used rowing machine at the Wellness Center.  The Commissioners 

agreed to allow Robert to get sealed bids.  The bids will be opened at the next Commissioners 

meeting on April 21, 2014. 

 

Roger Lynch came in to discuss Darin Heger expanding the animal pen at his home south of 

town.  Roger asked if the CAFOS resolution would affect this project.  Bob said it would be fine. 

 

There was discussion about an individual living at the Stevens County Industrial Addition.  The 

regulations say this is prohibited. 

 

Roger Lynch and Frank Smith came in to discuss a trailer house that Frank bought from Ed 

Strickland.  The zoning regulations say the trailer has to meet codes or it will not be able to be 

left in Stevens County.  Bob will check the information out and give an update at the next 

Commissioners meeting. 

 

Ted Heaton came in to report on the Sheriff’s office.   

 

Ted informed them that he has 3 pickups he needs to trade in, each having over 100,000 miles.  

He will get 2 bids at this time.  

 



Ted asked about when the portion of Road 3 will be opened.  Tony Martin says they could have 

it ready by September, 2014. 

 

Rodney Kelling informed the Commissioners he sent out bid packets to 3 companies for a new 

fire truck.  The bids are to be turned into the County Clerk’s office by 5:00 pm on May 16
th

, 

2014 and will be opened at the Commissioners meeting on May 19
th

, 2014. 

 

Tony Martin talked about putting grapplers on a present loader the Road Department has. The 

cost would be $18,152.00. 

 

Tony got a bid from American Implement to put grapplers on a mowing tractor and the cost 

would be $3,300.00 to $15,000.00. 

 

Tony said he could get a new John Deere loader for $230,000.00 to $250,000.00 with or without 

grapplers.  After the transfer of monies from 2013, there will be money to purchase the loader. 

 

Tony talked about staking the frontage road to get it corrected.  He says he will check with 

Pioneer Electric to move the electric pole.   

 

Tony says the Road Department will be laying asphalt on the road north of the Pioneer Manor 

the week of April 14
th

.   

 

Tony said the asphalt plant has been all changed over now. 

 

Dave moved to go into executive session for attorney/client litigation for10 minutes from 

10:01am to 10:11am with Bob Johnson, County Counselor present.  Pat seconded.  Motion 

carried.  Meeting reconvened at 10:11am. 

 

Paula Rowden brought in 2 bids for the replacement of the water softener tank at the Community 

Health.  The bids were from Central Air Conditioning Co in the amount of $5,230.00 and 

Scheopner’s Water Conditioning in the amount of $4,300.00 or rebuild the control valve for 

$2,000.00 including parts and labor. 

 

Dave moved to accept Scheopner’s Water Conditioning bid for the replacement of the water 

softener tank at the Community Health in the amount of $4,300.00.  Pat seconded.  Motion 

carried. 

 

Paula informed the Commissioners on the services provided to the community through 

Community Health. 

 

Paula said she was getting bids on the sprinkler system for the Community Health lawn. 

 

Pat asked about the Pioneer Communication billing.  Paula said during the demolition of the 

building, the old phone system was cut out and a new system had to be put in. 

 

Pat moved to pay the Pioneer Communication bill for the Community Health.  Dave seconded.  

Motion carried. 

 

Sevalan Brollier presented the 2015 Moscow Senior Citizens budget in the amount of 

$32,610.00. 

 

Commissioners asked Sevalan if they got the carpet in at the Moscow Senior Center.  She 

informed them the carpet is in but didn’t cover as much of the floor as they had intended. 

 

Susan Schulte came in to talk about the lock on the east door of the Courthouse is not working 

and asked if she could try and get someone to fix it.  Commissioners were in agreement. 

 

Susan asked if she could have sick hours back.  The Commissioners agreed to give these hours 

back. 

 

Susan informed the Commissioners the water fountain in the Memorial Hall is not working 

correctly and asked if she could have Lin Goode check it out to repair or replace.  The 

Commissioners were in agreement. 

 

Pat mentioned the mixer in the Memorial Hall.  He said he would check with A J Owens. 



 

Phillip Willis came in to discuss personnel issue. 

 

Dave moved to go into executive session for non elected personnel for10 minutes from 10:48am 

to 10:58am with Bob Johnson, County Counselor and Phillip Willis present.  Pat seconded.  

Motion carried.  Meeting reconvened at 10:58am. 

 

Commissioners agreed to allow Heather Olivier to take FMLA when she has her baby. 

 

Commissioners talked about having control burning for the County.  No decision made at this 

time. 

 

By motion the Board adjourned.  

 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk                         ________________________________  

                        Dave Bozone, Chairman 

 

 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

APRIL 21, 2014 

 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with all members present.  Also 

present were Bob Johnson, County Counselor and Pam Bensel, County Clerk.  Dave called the 

meeting to order.  Pat moved to approve the minutes of the last meeting.  Dave seconded.  

Motion carried.  Jim moved to approve the county vouchers. Pat seconded.  Motion carried.  The 

clerk was instructed to draw warrants on the Treasurer chargeable to the various funds of the 

county for the following amounts: 

                             

                                 General…………………………….….……....37,211.95 

                                 Road & Bridge…………………….……….......6,405.43 

                                 Building…………………….……….……...........168.00 

                                 Noxious Weed…………………...…………….7,277.52 

                                 Diversion………………………………………....465.75 

                                 Community Health……………….…................2,794.58 

                                 Employee’s P/R Misc W/H……… …………........95.63 

 

Dave reported the information Theresa Dasenbrock had for the final audit on 2013. 

 

Dave reported on the Hospital Board meeting.  The Board needs financial help remodeling the old 

Community Health/Physical Therapy building to put the Pharmacy/Home Health Departments in 

this space. 

 

Pat moved to approve Resolution 2014-03 establishing a controlled burn policy for Stevens 

County.  Jim seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Robert Rich brought in a sealed bid for the sale of a used row machine at the Wellness Center.  

The bid was from Jim French for $100.00.   

 

Pat moved to accept the bid for a used row machine at the Wellness Center in the amount of 

$100.00.  Jim seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Pam Bensel presented the 2015 County Clerk budget in the amount of $124,600.00 and the 2015 

Election budget in the amount of $12,100.00. 

 

Dave moved to go into executive session for attorney/client litigation for10 minutes from 9:00am 

to 9:10am with Bob Johnson, County Counselor present.  Pat seconded.  Motion carried.  

Meeting reconvened at 9:00am. 

 

Tony Martin informed the Commissioners the streets at the Pioneer Addition will be primed then 

overlaid this week. 

 

Tony discussed with the Commissioners about sprinklers watering the roads. 

 

Tony asked about getting bids on a front end loader with and without a grappler and trade in a 

1994 loader. 



 

Roger Lynch came in to discuss the trailer house that Frank Smith bought.  Bob Johnson says the 

trailer is in violation of the County codes of the zoning regulations.  

 

Dave talked about the Hospital Board meeting.  Dave asked if the County could help with the 

remodeling of the old Community Health Building so the Stevens County Pharmacy can move 

in. 

 

Dave moved to use money out of the Building fund to help with the first phase excluding 

architectural and engineering cost.  

 

After further discussion, Dave withdrew the motion to analyze the bids being opened at the next 

Hospital meeting. 

 

Janet Reimer, SKADAF administrator, came to introduce herself and inform the Commissioners 

what SKADAF does for the Counties involved. 

 

Ted Heaton came in to discuss the situation between the County and City law enforcements. 

 

Paula Rowden was a no show. 

 

Commissioners talked about the WEKANDO meeting held in Ulysses. 

 

By motion the Board adjourned.  

 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk                         ________________________________  

                        Dave Bozone, Chairman 

 

 

  

 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

MAY 5, 2014 

 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with all members present.  Also 

present were Bob Johnson, County Counselor and Pam Bensel, County Clerk.  Dave called the 

meeting to order.  Pat moved to approve the minutes of the last meeting.  Dave seconded.  

Motion carried.  Pat moved to approve the county vouchers. Jim seconded.  Motion carried.  The 

clerk was instructed to draw warrants on the Treasurer chargeable to the various funds of the 

county for the following amounts: 

                             

                                 General…………………………….….……....206,096.98 

                                 Road & Bridge…………………….……….... 136,315.88 

                                 Airport…………………………………………...5,250.35 

                                 Building…………………….……….…….........10,908.65 

                                 Employees Benefit………………………………3,944.00 

                                 Noxious Weed…………………...……………..26,498.23 

                                 Alcoholic Treatment………………………….........237.50 

                                 Community Health……………….….................37,590.16 

                                 Employee’s P/R Misc W/H……… …………….......38.74 

 

Pam Bensel presented the 2015 Airport budget to the Commissioners in the amount of 

$246,200.00. 

 

Pat moved to go into executive session for trade secrets/contract negotiation for 20 minutes from 

8:50am to 9:10am with Bob Johnson, County Counselor, Justin “Deke” Carter and Tommy 

Carter present.  Jim seconded.  Motion carried.  Meeting reconvened at 9:10am.  No action 

taken. 

 

Rodney Kelling said the school asked if the County would bring the fire truck to the Hugoton 

High School and wash the dirt off of the north side.  Due to liability issues, the Commissioners 

decided not to allow Rodney to wash the dirt off of the school. 

 

Rodney Kelling presented the 2015 EMS budget in the amount of $314,600.00, the 2015 Fire 

budget in the amount of $314,600.00 and 2015 Civil Defense in the amount of $27,500.00. 



 

Rodney asked about putting more sirens up in the County. 

 

Tommy Romero came in to discuss Firemen’s Relief Association.  He explained the life insurance 

policies that the County has for the firemen.  Tommy asked if the County would consider paying 

part or the entire premium for the men. 

 

The Commissioners discussed the EMS and Fire Departments then decided to check with the City 

of Hugoton, at their next meeting, if they would be willing to help with some of the expenses. 

 

Martin Daharsh came in to discuss the 4 wheelers and motorcycle coming down the alleys, at a 

high rate of speed, to go to Russell Lake, east of town.  The City of Hugoton has a city ordinance 

that allows them to drive, no more than 10 mph, down the alleys and roads. 

 

Ted Heaton was in the meeting and explained what the Sheriff’s Department has been doing to 

help with the problem. There was discussion again about putting a fence up, at least on part of the 

land. 

 

Nancy Honig, Josh Morris, Abel Sullivan and Dean Van Horn came in to present the 2015 

Extension Council budget in the amount of $155,000.00 and the 2015 4H budget in the amount of 

$13,500.00. 

 

Sherri Martin came in to present the 2015 Soil Conservation budget in the amount of $35,500.00. 

 

Susan Schulte came in to discuss allowing Mario to have County holidays.  The Commissioners 

asked Susan and Pam to put together a new set of rules for the Memorial Hall. 

 

Pat moved to go into executive session for non elected personnel for 10 minutes from 10:20am to 

10:30am with Bob Johnson, County Counselor and Greg Wellbrock present.  Dave seconded.  

Motion carried.  Meeting reconvened at 10:20am.  No action taken. 

 

Eunice Schroeder sent a letter to the Commissioners to consider reappointing Bob Eyestone to 

the Library board. 

 

Dave move to reappoint Bob Eyestone to the Library Board for a 4 year term.  Jim seconded.  

Motion carried. 

 

Phillip Willis brought in the Annual Control Plan for the Noxious Weed Department for the 

Commissioners signature. 

 

Dave moved to rescind the motion on March 3, 2014 to approve a cereal malt beverage license to 

Jan Leonard for the business High Plains Country Music Fest at Dirtona Raceway and/or Eagle 

RV Park.  Pat seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Dave moved to approve a cereal malt beverage license to Jan Leonard for the business High Plains 

Music Fest LLC at the Dirtona Raceway and/or Eagle RV Park.  Pat seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Mark Hinde with Southwest Developmental Services, Inc came in to present the 2015 SDSI  

budget in the amount of $36,874.00. 

 

Jill Reagle with Russell Child Development Center came in to present the 2015 RCDC budget in 

the amount of $25,500.00. 

 

Tron Stegman, Charles Leininger and Trent Slocum came in to discuss extending Road M.  Tron 

Stegman presented a list of names that are in agreement to continue extending Road M.   

 

Paula Rowden brought in 2 bids for the sprinkler system at the new Community Health building. 

          

                          Gray’s Yard Service            $29,307.50 

                          Lawn Pro                             $38,570.00 

 

Paula had a certification statement for medicare revalidation for the Commissioners to sign. 

 



Janet Smith came in to discuss the trailer house that was purchased from Ed Strickland.  She 

asked for permission to remodel the trailer and use it as an art studio.  No decision was at this 

time. 

 

Commissioners continued discussion on Road M being constructed from Road 13 to Road 14.  

Bob will talk with Jeff Cox to explain the Commissioners position.   Bob said he would give an 

update after speaking with Jeff. 

 

After the Commissioners discussed it thoroughly, Dave made a motion to advertise and sell the 

lots in the Pioneer Addition for half price $2,000.00 until September 1, 2014.  All lots sold will 

be subject to the Pioneer Addition covenants and payment of all specials.   Pat seconded.  Motion 

carried. 

 

Dave said to place an ad in the Hermes to advertise the Pioneer Lots. 

 

Commissioners had Paula come in to discuss the bids on the sprinkler system they reviewed 

earlier in the day.  The Commissioners had questions on both bids.  Paula said she would ask 

Road and Bridge Department to remove the spruce trees and ornamental box to save some 

money.  Paula was then asked if she had the funds to pay for the work.  Paula said she doesn’t 

have the funds in her budget so it would need to come out of County General or Building.  Jim 

moved to approve the bid received from Gray’s Yard Service.  Pat seconded.  Motion carried.  

 

By motion the Board adjourned.  

 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk                         ________________________________  

                        Dave Bozone, Chairman 

 

 

 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

MAY 20, 2014 

 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with all members present.  Also 

present were Bob Johnson, County Counselor and Pam Bensel, County Clerk.  Dave called the 

meeting to order.  Jim moved to approve the minutes of the last meeting.  Pat seconded.  Motion 

carried.  Pat moved to approve the county vouchers.  Jim seconded.  Motion carried.  The clerk 

was instructed to draw warrants on the Treasurer chargeable to the various funds of the county 

for the following amounts: 

                             

                                 General…………………………….….…….....49,428.21 

                                 Road & Bridge…………………….………... 203,470.87 

                                 Building…………………….……….……............219.35 

                                 Noxious Weed…………………...……………….565.72 

                                 Community Health……………….….................2,808.06 

                                 Airport Grants…………………………………..2,054.71 

                                 Employee’s P/R Misc W/H……… …………….....40.74 

 

Eunice Schroeder and Bob Eyestone came in to present the 2015 Library budget in the amount of 

$428,034.01 and the 2015 Library Employee Benefit budget in the amount of $77,497.73. 

 

Eunice asked the Commissioners if they would consider doing a resolution to change the levy limit 

for the Library budget from 1.5 mils to 2.5 mills. 

 

Roger Lynch came in to present the 2015 Planning and Zoning budget in the amount of 

$24,516.25. 

 

Roger reported on the fire school that took place in Moscow.  He showed pictures of two 

uninhabitable trailer houses that the fire department used for practice for the fire school. 

 

Roger reported that he talked to Josh Grubbs, Hugoton City Planning and Zoning administrator, 

about the trailer house Frank Smith had bought from Ed Strickland.  Josh checked the trailer and 

agrees with the County that the trailer needs to be removed. 

 

Stanley McGill came in to present the 2015 Historical budget in the amount of $118,000.00. 

 



Jeff Cox came in to voice his concerns on the road opening of Road M.  Jeff says there are 

alternate routes that could be used but for convenience the others want Road M opened. 

 

Jeff agreed to the road opening with stipulations.  The County could flat blade the existing road 

and build it up then rock it with no ditches and if needed, widen the road. 

 

Jeff is willing to work with Tony Martin if Commissioners agree to open the road.  No decision 

was made at this time. 

 

Jeff Cox asked about opening Road 15 from Highway 51 south 1 mile so Dillco Fluid Service 

could get trucks to the disposal well.  

 

Tony Martin came in and informed the Commissioners the bridge inspections for the County are 

finalized. 

 

Tony asked if Road and Bridge could be reimbursed for the streets in the Pioneer Addition.  

Theresa Dasenbrock will need to be notified. 

 

Tony had a letter to get the right of way from Anadarko for the Highway 51 improvement, east of 

town. 

 

Tony presented the 2015 Road and Bridge budget in the amount of $3,669,022.32. 

 

Tony presented the 2015 Fair budget in the amount of $126,950.00. 

 

Bids from Kevin White with Foley Equipment and Ron McFarlane with Murphy Tractor were 

opened on 2 loaders for Road and Bridge. 

 

       Foley Equipment  2014 Caterpillar 950K Wheel Loader with grapple         $269,000.00 

                                     Trade in         1994 John Deere 644G                                - 32,500.00 

                                                                                                                               $236,500.00 

 

       Murphy Tractor    2014 John Deere 644K Loader                                         $240,334.00 

                                     Grab tec GA 102 detachable hydraulic grapple                  + 8,684.00 

                                     Trade in         1994 John Deere 644G                                - 42,000.00      

                                                                                                                               $207,018.00 

 

Commissioners had each company explain their product. 

 

Pat moved to accept the bid of $207,018.00 from Murphy Tractor for a 2014 John Deere 644K 

loader with a grab tec GA 102 detachable hydraulic grapple with a trade in of a 1994 John Deere 

loader.  Jim seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Paula Rowden presented the 2015 Community Health budget in the amount of $497,500.00. 

 

Chris Lund with City on a Hill came in to inform the Commissioners they are merging with 

another group.  They are looking for a building to rent or lease in Hugoton to offer outpatient care 

to the community.  Chris thanked the Commissioners for the funds given and asked for continuing 

funding for the program. 

 

Rodney Kelling came in to open bids on fire trucks.  The bids are from Mike Weis with Weis Fire 

and Safety and a sales person from Hays Fire and Equipment Rescue. 

 

     Weis Fire and Safety      Toyne 1000GPM Crossmount                            $340,285.00 

                                             rescue pumper with 1000 gallon 

                                             tank on a 2015 Freightliner Chassis  

 

      Hays Fire and Equip Rescue    Alexis on a 2015 Freightliner Chassis     $392,598.00 

                                                 

Commissioners gave each representative the opportunity to explain the equipment for bid. 

 

Commissioners will make a decision at the next Commissioners meeting on June 2, 2014. 

 

Vicki Hubin with Western KS Child Advocacy came in to ask for help with a 2015 donation. 

 



Linda Stalcup and Dave Piper presented the 2015 Hospital budget in the amount of $2,400,000.00. 

 

Linda asked the Commissioners if Project Hope could use the south end of the new Pharmacy 

building.  No decision at this time. 

 

Dave moved to pay phase 1, approximately $86,000.00, of the construction for the new Pharmacy 

building excluding any architectural fees or engineering fees to be paid out of the Building fund.  

Jim seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Ted Heaton presented the 2015 Sheriff budget in the amount of $1,462,924.45. 

 

Ted brought in 3 bids from Riley Chevrolet Buick and Ghumm’s Auto Center for 3 2015 pickups 

or 3 2014 pickups. 

 

          Riley Chevrolet Buick (3) 2015 Chev Silverado 4x4 Double cab 1LT   $103,500.00 

                                                                                         (3) Trade allowance     -28,000.00 

                                                                                                                             $ 75,500.00 

 

          Riley Chevrolet Buick (3) 2014 Chev Silverado 4x4 Double cab 1LT   $105,906.00  

                                                                                        (3) Trade allowance      -32,000.00 

                                                                                                                            $  73,906.00                                    

 

          Ghumm’s Auto Center (3) 2014 F150 4x4 Supercab                              $101,400.00 

                                                             (3) Trade allowance                                - 49,300.00 

                                                                                                                            $  52,100.00 

 

Dave moved to accept bids from Ghumm’s Auto Center for (3) 2014 F150 4x4 Supercab with 

trade in of 2011 Chevrolet #4619, 2009 Chevrolet #0784 and 2008 Chevrolet #7396 pickups at a 

cost of $52,100.00.  Pat seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Susan Schulte presented the 2015 GIS budget in the amount of $64,581.24 or with janitorial 

$65,463.40 then $10,000.00 to transfer to equipment fund. 

 

Pam Bensel presented the 2015 Treasurer budget in the amount of $182,296.00, 2015 Hugoton 

Senior Citizens budget in the amount of $190,050.00, 2015 Appraisal budget in the amount of 

$287,602.00 and 2015 Southwest Guidance Center budget in the amount of $54,679.00.  

 

By motion the Board adjourned.  

 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk                         ________________________________  

                        Dave Bozone, Chairman 

 

 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

JUNE 2, 2014 

 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with all members present.  Also 

present were Bob Johnson, County Counselor and Pam Bensel, County Clerk.  Dave called the 

meeting to order.  Pat moved to approve the minutes of the last meeting.  Jim seconded.  Motion 

carried.  Pat moved to approve the county vouchers.  Jim seconded.  Motion carried.  The clerk 

was instructed to draw warrants on the Treasurer chargeable to the various funds of the county 

for the following amounts: 

                             

                                 General…………………………….….……..... 554,740.32 

                                 Road & Bridge…………………….………...... 137,249.11 

                                 Airport…………………………………………….5,214.26 

                                 Building…………………….……….…….............6,410.83 

                                 Noxious Weed…………………...………………..7,071.81 

                                 Diversion……………………………………………150.00 

                                 Community Health……………….…...................29,498.68 

                                 Employee’s P/R Misc W/H……… …………….......156.96 

 

Phillip Willis came in to present the 2015 Noxious Weed budget in the amount of $210,231.00, the 

2015 Solid Waste budget in the amount of $304,366.00 and the 2015 Rodent Control budget in the 

amount of $4,000.00. 



 

Phillip discussed crushing more concrete this fall, 2014 or early spring, 2015. 

 

Pat moved to go into executive session for non elected personnel for 5 minutes from 9:00am to 

9:05am with Bob Johnson, County Counselor and Phillip Willis present.  Jim seconded.  Motion 

carried.  Meeting reconvened at 9:05am.  No action taken. 

 

Tony Martin informed the Commissioners that he ordered signs to put up at Lake Russell, east of 

town.   

 

Jeff Cox came in to talk with Tony and the Commissioners about Road M.  There was discussion 

to just flat blade what is there now and not open as a road at this time. 

 

Neal Gillespie came in to present the 2015 Economic Development budget in the amount of 

$96,330.52. 

 

Neal mentioned that Jody Wacker with the Economic Development Board will need to be 

replaced.  Dave will contact some individuals to come in and interview for the position at the 

next meeting. 

 

Pat moved to go into executive session for pending litigation and attorney/client for 10 minutes 

from 9:49am to 9:59am with Bob Johnson, County Counselor present.  Jim seconded.  Motion 

carried.  Meeting reconvened at 9:59am.   

 

Robert Davis came in to inform the Commissioners that Kim Harper does not want to be 

reappointed to the Airport board.  Robert asked the Commissioners if they would appoint Josh 

Jorde to replace Kim Harper retroactive 05/2014 for a 4 term. 

 

Dave moved to appoint Josh Jorde to replace Kim Harper retroactive 05/2014 for a 4 term.  Pat 

seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Ted Heaton checked in to see if the Commissioners needed anything from the Sheriff’s 

Department.  Ted reported that the County Officer’s has been patrolling Emerald Forest. 

 

Roger Lynch came inform the Commissioners that Ed Strickland is living a camper that is in 

violation of the County zoning regulations.  The camper is parked within the 1 mile radius of the 

city limits so the City of Hugoton Zoning Administrator, Josh Grubbs will need to take action. 

 

Pat moved to go into executive session for non elected personnel for 5 minutes from 10:22am to 

10:27am with Bob Johnson, County Counselor and Roger Lynch present.  Jim seconded.  Motion 

carried.  Meeting reconvened at 10:27am.   

 

Pat moved to accept the resignation of Roger Lynch as Stevens County Planning and Zoning 

Administrator, due to accepting a teaching position at the Hugoton High School. 

 

Rodney Kelling came in to discuss the bids for a new fire truck. 

 

Commissioners asked Rodney to check into the cost of used or demo fire trucks before they 

make a decision. 

 

Jim Bell reported on a meeting he had attended. 

 

Jim moved to reappoint each of the following names to the Airport Board.   

            Dax Gaskill retroactive 10/2013 for a 4 year term 

            Dell Cullison retroactive 09/2013 for a 4 year term 

            Jeff Crawford retroactive 10/2013 for a 4 year term 

Pat seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Paula Rowden came in to talk to the Commissioners. 

 

Pat moved to go into executive session for non elected personnel for 15 minutes from 11:23am to 

11:38am with Bob Johnson, County Counselor and Paula Rowden present.  Jim seconded.  

Motion carried.  Meeting reconvened at 11:38am.   

 

By motion the Board adjourned.  



 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk                         ________________________________  

                        Dave Bozone, Chairman 

 

 

 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

JUNE 20, 2014 

 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with Jim Bell and Pat Hall present.  

Also present were Bob Johnson, County Counselor and Pam Bensel, County Clerk.  Jim called 

the meeting to order.  Pat moved to approve the minutes of the last meeting.  Jim seconded.  

Motion carried.  Pat moved to approve the county vouchers.  Jim seconded.  Motion carried.  The 

clerk was instructed to draw warrants on the Treasurer chargeable to the various funds of the 

county for the following amounts: 

                             

                                 General…………………………….….……..... 120,610.68 

                                 Road & Bridge…………………….………...... 280,657.00 

                                 Building…………………….……….…….............4,300.00 

                                 Noxious Weed…………………...………………..6,459.99 

                                 Alcoholic Treatment………………………………...237.50 

                                 Community Health……………….….....................8,100.98 

                                 Employee’s P/R Misc W/H……… …………….......116.22 

 

Jim and Pat talked about the Wekando meeting that Pat and Dave listened to over the phone. 

 

Rodney Kelling and Tommy Romero came in to discuss the new fire truck and the county paying 

for the firemen’s life insurance.  The Commissioners decided to wait till next meeting to make a 

decision. 

 

Rodney was unable to find any demo fire trucks to would fit the specified criteria.   

 

Rodney said he talked to Weis Fire and Safety about changing the pump system on the Toyne 

1000GPM Crossmount rescue pumper with 1000 gallon tank on a 2015 Freightliner Chassis. This 

will change the cost of the truck from $340,200.00 to  $323,000.00. 

 

Bob called Dave Bozone to get his idea.  Dave thought the cost was still too much.   

 

Jim moved to allow Rodney to purchase the new fire truck with the changes.  Pat seconded.  

Motion carried. 

 

Judy Parsons came in to interview for the position on the Economic Development Board.  She 

expressed her opinions and what ideas she had to offer to better the community.  The 

Commissioners asked her a few questions. 

 

Jim moved to appoint Judy Parsons to the Economic Development Board to replace Jody Wacker. 

 

Tony Martin mentioned putting concrete between the EMS and Fire buildings instead of asphalt.  

The Commissioners thought the concrete would be better. 

 

Tony talked about the projects the Road and Bridge Department have completed and still working 

on. 

 

Tony said some of the signs that were put up at Lake Russell had been taken down. 

 

Ted Heaton came in and reported everything is doing ok at the Sheriff Department. 

 

Shila Moore with the Hugoton Senior Center and Josh Morris, Extension Agent came in to discuss 

trading in a 2009 Chev bus for a smaller van.  

       

       Ghumm’s Auto Center bid:   2014 E350 XLT SD Wagon XLT 12 Passenger  $26,900.00  

                                         Trade:   2009 Chev bus                                                     - 20,000.00 

                                 Difference:                                                                                 $ 6,900.00 

 



Pat moved to allow the Hugoton Senior Citizens to purchase the 2014 E350 XLT SD Wagon XLT 

12 Passenger van with a trade in of a 2009 Chevrolet bus at a trade difference of $6,900.00.  Jim 

seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Neal Gillespie came in to talk about the renaming of Stevens County Industrial Park and renaming 

Cemetery road.  

 

Roger Lynch came in to discuss his KPERS with the County.   

 

Roger explained that the State had contacted him to see what the County wanted to do the 

Sanitation-septic system.  Roger talked to the State and the option is still opened to combine with 

another County or City. 

 

Paula Rowden came in to inform the Commissioners about a meeting she went to on the 

Association of Local Health Departments. 

 

Paula discussed some concerns about the lab work for women health services.  Paula says she will 

talk to Dr Sam again on this concern. 

 

Thea Schnittker came in with a bid on a copy machine from Southern Office Supply for a Sharp 

digital color copier in the amount of $10,130.00 with a trade in the amount of $1,000.00 totaling 

$9,130.00.  The Commissioners asked her to get another bid. 

 

Susan Schulte informed the Commissioners that she was going to replace the GIS laptop computer. 

 

Bob Wetmore with Great Plains Development of Dodge City came to inform the Commissioners 

of the loan programs and block grants that are available for the community. 

 

Marie Austin and a group of concerned citizens came in to discuss keeping the Lake Russell area 

open to the public for recreation.  They discussed helping with the upkeep of the property and 

discussed different rules and regulations that could be enforced. 

 

Michael Milhon asked what would be the future rules from the County.  At this time no rules have 

been set. 

 

Commissioners will discuss this matter at the next meeting. 

 

By motion the Board adjourned.  

 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk                         ________________________________  

                        Dave Bozone, Chairman 

 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

JULY 2, 2014 

 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with all members present.  Also 

present were Bob Johnson, County Counselor and Pam Bensel, County Clerk.  Dave called the 

meeting to order.  Pat moved to approve the minutes of the last meeting.  Jim seconded.  Motion 

carried.  Jim moved to approve the county vouchers.  Pat seconded.  Motion carried.  The clerk 

was instructed to draw warrants on the Treasurer chargeable to the various funds of the county 

for the following amounts: 

                             

                                 General…………………………….….……..... 268,848.94 

                                 Road & Bridge…………………….………...... 196,299.05 

                                 Fair………………………………………………63,475.00 

                                 Airport…………………………………………...66,763.79 

                                 Services for Elderly……………………………..99,925.50 

                                 Extension Council……………………………….75,000.00 

                                 Noxious Weed…………………...……………….9,407.61 

                                 Library…………………………………………..83,540.08 

                                 Hospital Maintenance………………………1,100,000.00 

                                 Alcoholic Treatment………………………………..237.50 

                                 Community Health……………….…..................29,467.11 

                                 Employees Benefit – Library…………………...31,749.00 

                                 Employee’s P/R Misc W/H……… ……………...1,713.33 



                                 Register of Deeds Tech Fund……………………...343.44 

 

Jim Ghumm came in to discuss the discrepancy on the bid for the Senior Citizens van. 

  

Pat moved to rescind the motion on June 20, 2014 to allow the Hugoton Senior Citizens to 

purchase the 2014 E350 XLT SD Wagon XLT 12 Passenger van with a trade in of a 2009 

Chevrolet bus at a trade difference of $6,900.00.  Jim seconded. Motion carried. 

 

The Commissioners will discuss this matter at the next meeting with Bob Johnson. 

 

Tony Martin came in to inform the Commissioners that a company was coming to school the Road 

Department on sealing roads.   

 

Tony has cost for new signs for the recreational vehicles to put at Lake Russell area. 

 

Tony said the loader should be here next week. 

 

Ted Heaton stopped in to update on the Sheriff Department. 

 

Martin Daharsh came in to discuss the Lake Russell area.  He thought the county needs a buffer 

zone.  He was willing to give the citizens a chance to work out some ideas.  Josh Grubbs and 

Crystal Baker also attended the meeting. 

 

Pat moved to create a buffer zone being the south side of the canal at the tree line.  Jim seconded.  

Motion carried. 

 

The Commissioners discussed what type of signs to put up. 

 

Rodney Kelling and Tommy Romero brought in figures to help the firemen pay their 15% of the 

life insurance policies at the fire department. 

 

Jim moved to pay $200.00 toward the life insurance policies for the 15% owed by the firemen.  Pat 

seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Rodney informed the Commissioners if they would pay 75% of the cost of the new fire truck now 

it would save on the purchase cost of the fire truck. 

 

Pat moved to pay an early payment of 75% of the cost for the fire truck to save on the purchase 

cost of the new fire truck.  Jim seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Travis Coulter came in to interview for the Planning and Zoning Administrator position.  Roger 

Lynch was at the interview and explained what the job intel’s.  

 

Harry Bartel came in to interview for the Planning and Zoning Administrator position.  Roger 

Lynch was at the interview and explained what the job intel’s.  

 

Pat moved to reappoint Robert Davis, Jr. to the Airport Board for another 4 year term.  Jim 

seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Stephen Mead came in to interview for the Planning and Zoning Administrator position.  Roger 

Lynch was at the interview and explained what the job intel’s.  

 

Vernon Anderson came in to interview for the Planning and Zoning Administrator position.  Roger 

Lynch was at the interview and explained what the job intel’s.  

 

The Commissioners said they would get back with them when they made a decision.   

 

The Commissioners discussed each candidate with Roger Lynch to get his opinion. 

 

Jim moved to appoint Vernon Anderson as the new Planning and Zoning Administrator.  Dave 

seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Kerry Seibel with Big Brothers – Big Sisters came in to discuss the program with the 

Commissioners.  Stevens County currently serves 5 to 6 matches within the program.  She 

explained that the program provides activities for non matched kids also.  Kerry says it takes 



around $1,000.00 to operate for each match.  Kerry asked for a $5,000.00 budget amount from 

Stevens County for 2015. 

 

Commissioners agreed to sign the agreement with Great Plains Development to continue with the 

program. 

 

By motion the Board adjourned.  

 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk                         ________________________________  

                        Dave Bozone, Chairman 

 

 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

JULY 14, 2014 

 

A special meeting was called with the auditors at 8:30am on July 14, 2014 for an audit and 

budget presentation.  Commissioner Dave Bozone, Jim Bell and Pat Hall were present.  Also 

present was Pam Bensel, County Clerk.  

 

Dave Bozone, Chairman, moved to open the special meeting at 8:30am. 

 

Theresa Dasenbrock and Charles Claar with Lewis, Hooper and Dick of Garden City explained 

the 2013 County audit and reviewed the 2015 County budgets with the Commissioners.   

 

Rodney Kelling, Tony Martin, Paula Rowden, Eunice Schroeder, , Susan Schulte, Phillip Willis, 

Ted Heaton and Roger Lynch, came in to discuss the 2015 department budgets.  

 

Dave moved to have the budget hearing on August 18, 2014 at 8:30am during the 

Commissioners regular meeting.  Jim seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

The Commissioners visited with Vernon Anderson about the wages, amount of hours to be 

worked and start date for Planning and Zoning Administrator. 

 

Pat moved to pay Vernon Anderson $1,530.00 a month with a maximum of 16 hours a week and 

start date as of July 14, 2014.  Dave seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk                              ________________________________ 

       Dave Bozone, Chairman 

 

 

 

 

 COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

JULY 21, 2014 

 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with all members present.  Also 

present were Bob Johnson, County Counselor and Pam Bensel, County Clerk.  Dave called the 

meeting to order.  Pat moved to approve the minutes of the last meeting.  Jim seconded.  Motion 

carried.  Pat moved to approve the county vouchers.  Jim seconded.  Motion carried.  The clerk 

was instructed to draw warrants on the Treasurer chargeable to the various funds of the county 

for the following amounts: 

                             

                                 General…………………………….….…….....44,249.87 

                                 Road & Bridge…………………….………....290,116.85 

                                 Building………………………………………..63,441.75 

                                 Employees Benefit……………………………...3,324.00 

                                 Noxious Weed…………………...……………...9,299.62 

                                 Road Machinery……………………………...207,018.00 

                                 Community Health……………….…..................8,047.71 

                                 Airport Grants…………………………………...4,520.41 

                                 Employee’s P/R Misc W/H……… ……………......56.49 

 



Gary Baker attended the meeting. 

 

Tom Hicks came in to talk to the Commissioners.  He asked the Commissioners if they would sign 

a waiver for a 30 day notice requirement on specials assessments for the lots at the Pioneer 

Addition.  

 

Pat moved to waive the 30 day notice requirement on special assessments for the lots at the 

Pioneer Addition to be put on the 2014 tax roll. 

 

June Trentham, Senior Citizen board member, came in to ask if the Senior Citizens hired someone 

should this person have their own insurance coverage or does the Senior Citizens cover them. 

 

Jim Ghumm came in to discuss the Senior Citizens van they bought.  The Commissioners decided 

at an early time to help with the share of the cost.  The County’s share is $9,200.00, Senior 

Citizen’s share is $7,500.00 and the remaining cost will be written off. 

 

Dave moved to approve paying the $9,200.00 to Ghumm’s Auto Center for a 2014 E350 XLT SD 

Wagon with a trade in of 1999 Ford.  Pat seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Vernon Anderson came in for paperwork on a lift pump.  Pat said he took care of that pump for the 

City of Hugoton so he would get the paperwork for him. 

 

The Commissioners talked about refinancing the Pioneer Manor.  Bob said he would talk to Sarah 

Steele. 

 

Stu Moore, USD 209 Superintendent, Joe Thompson, President USD 209 School Board, Mark 

Crawford, USD 210 Superintendent and Don Beesley, President USD 210 School Board came in 

to ask what effect the law suit with Exxon Mobil/XTO will have on the schools.   

 

Bob said the case is still pending.   

 

Tony Martin came in and informed the Commissioners that the new loader is here.  The Road 

Department is sealing roads today and tomorrow then do catch up work. 

 

Tony and the Commissioners discussed the acquisition on the right of way on the highway project, 

east of town. 

 

Sonja Gayer talked to the Commissioners about a Poverty Simulation Project they want to present 

to the Community.  She asked if some of the employees would be able to participate without losing 

wages for that day’s work.   

 

The Commissioners agreed to allow employees to participate with pay. 

 

Jim moved to sign Charter Resolution 2014-04 expressing the intent of the Board of County 

Commissioners of Stevens County to limit the Stevens County Library Board’s taxing authority to 

1.5 mills.  Pat seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Betty Rosel brought in two bids from Office Solutions of Garden City, KS and Southern Office 

Supply of Liberal, KS for a copy machine. 

 

                 Office Solutions – Sharp MX-3640 color copier – no trade       $10,995.00 

                 Southern Office Supply – MX-3640N color copier with trade    $ 9,130.00 

 

Pat moved to accept bid from Southern Office Supply in the amount of $9,130.00 and paid out of 

the Register of Deeds Tech Fund.  Jim seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

T J Steers and Adam Mauk checked in on behalf of the Sheriff’s office.   

 

Paula Rowden came to discuss personnel. 

 

Dave moved to go into executive session for non-elected personnel for 15 minutes from 10:25am 

to 10:40am with Bob Johnson, County Counselor and Paula Rowden present.  Jim seconded.  

Motion carried.  Meeting reconvened at 10:40am.  No action taken. 

 



Matt Esarey, Michael Milhon and Mike Kost came in to discuss having a mud bog event on 

August 16, 2014 at Lake Russell.  Matt said they will get their own insurance policy to cover the 

event.   

 

Matt said this event is for the Dominic Esarey scholarship fund and they were donating half of 

the proceeds to the Stevens County Fire Department. 

 

Michael Milhon asked what the decision was on the atv entertainment at Lake Russell.  The 

Commissioners said they need to figure out what rules and regulations they want and no atv’s in 

town. 

 

Pat moved to allow the mud bog event on August 16, 2014 at Lake Russell.  Jim seconded.  

Motion carried.   

   

By motion the Board adjourned. 

 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk                              ________________________________ 

       Dave Bozone, Chairman 

 

  COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

AUGUST 4, 2014 

 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with all members present.  Also 

present was Pam Bensel, County Clerk.  Dave called the meeting to order.  Jim moved to 

approve the minutes of the last meeting.  Pat seconded.  Motion carried.  Pat moved to approve 

the county vouchers.  Jim seconded.  Motion carried.  The clerk was instructed to draw warrants 

on the Treasurer chargeable to the various funds of the county for the following amounts: 

                             

                                 General…………………………….….…….....236,667.06 

                                 Road & Bridge…………………….………......263,704.68 

                                 Airport……………………………………………5,245.84 

                                 Noxious Weed…………………...……………...11,029.85 

                                 Alcoholic Treatment………………………………..237.50 

                                 Diversion…………………………………………1,734.13 

                                 Community Health……………….…..................26,377.07 

                                 Employee’s P/R Misc W/H……… ……………........63.32 

                                 Reg of Deeds Tech…………………………………377.19 

                                 County Equipment…………………………….242,239.00 

 

Vernon Anderson came in to update on Planning and Zoning projects. 

 

Rodney Kelling came in brought in a bid for concrete work at the EMS/Fire building.  

Commissioners asked him to get another one before they decide. 

 

Dave moved to approve Resolution 2014-05 providing for the adoption of the Stevens County 

Solid Waste Management Plan.  Pat seconded.  Motion carried.   

 

Pat moved to approve Kay Thrall and Linda Brooks as members of the Senior Citizens Board to 

replace Adria Kaiser and Sharon Parson and to approve Janie Gaskill as a member for the non 

advisory board.  Jim seconded.   Motion carried. 

 

Tony Martin came in to inform the Commissioners he has been talking to the farmers about the 

sprinklers water the roads. 

 

Tony says Paul Grewell asked to have his road grated twice a week.  Tony will get in touch with 

him later. 

 

Tony talked about flat blading Road M when the Road Department gets caught up. 

 

Tony talked about how well the Fair did this year. 

 

Jim moved to go into executive session for non-elected personnel for 10 minutes from 9:24am to 

9:34am with Tony Martin present.  Pat seconded.  Motion carried.  Meeting reconvened at 

9:34am.   

 



Jim moved to allow any county employee to work at the Fair, with pay from their regular job, 

without taking vacation time at the discretion of the Department Head.  Pat seconded. 

 

Pat LeClerc with Group Benefits came in to explain the changes in the State Health Plan 

premiums for 2015.  We are waiting to see if there will be any new changes in the Plan.  

 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk                              ________________________________ 

       Dave Bozone, Chairman 

 

 

BOARD OF CANVASSERS MEETING 

AUGUST 14, 2014 

 

The Board of Canvassers met at 8:00am to canvass the votes from the August 5, 2014, Primary 

Election.  Dave Bozone, Jim Bell and Pat Hall were present along with Pam Bensel, County 

Clerk and Susan Schulte, GIS Director.   

 

There were 11 Provisional Ballots and 10 ballots counted.  One did not count due to proof of 

citizenship.  These ballots did not change the outcome of the election of the first count.  

 

Jim moved to pay the total taxes for the specials on the Pioneer Manor lots of Block 1 owned by 

the County in the amount of $87,867.99.  Pat seconded.  Motion carried. 

  

By motion the Board adjourned. 

 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk                         ________________________________  

                        Dave Bozone, Chairman 

 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

AUGUST 18, 2014 

 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with all members present.  Also 

present were Bob Johnson, Pam Bensel, County Clerk and Marie Austin, Hugoton Hermes.  

Dave called the meeting to order.  Jim moved to approve the minutes of the last meeting.  Pat 

seconded.  Motion carried.  Jim moved to approve the county vouchers.  Pat seconded.  Motion 

carried.  The clerk was instructed to draw warrants on the Treasurer chargeable to the various 

funds of the county for the following amounts: 

                             

                                 General…………………………….….……......120,511.20 

                                 Road & Bridge…………………….……….........19,129.56 

                                 Building……………………………………….…22,558.25 

                                 Noxious Weed…………………...……………....11,516.39 

                                 Diversion………………………………………....…237.05 

                                 Insurance Agency-Damages……………………....3,822.28 

                                 Community Health……………….…...................16,738.67 

                                 Fire Bequest…………………………………….……53.95 

                                 Employee’s P/R Misc W/H……… …………….........73.32 

 

Pat moved to go into executive session for contract negotiation for 10 minutes from 8:33am to 

8:43am with Bob Johnson, County Counselor present.  Jim seconded.  Motion carried.  Meeting 

reconvened at 8:43am.   

 

Rodney came in to discuss the only bid he received for cement work between the EMS/Fire 

buildings.  

 

Pat moved to accept the bid from McBride Construction in the amount of $4,124.00 for cement 

work between the EMS/Fire buildings.  Jim seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Tony Martin brought in another bid for the cement work between the EMS/Fire buildings.  

 

Tony discussed the projects the Road Department is working on.  They are patching Road 22 and 

Road Q then Road 26.  The asphalt work will be done within two weeks. 

 



Tony informed the Commissioners that the phone system at the Road Department needs replaced 

and it will cost $3,000.00. 

 

Tony says they will have the signs put up at Lake Russell by Friday.  They will read “Ride 

respectfully or your privileges will be revoked” on west side and “No Motorcycles/ATVs are 

allowed” on other side coming into town.  Bob suggested posting a sign with a curfew. 

 

Greg Wellbrock and Ginny Marquis brought in two bids for a printer in the Appraisers office. 

The bids were from Century Business Technologies for a Savin SP5210DN printer at a cost of 

$2,798.45 and Liberal Office Machines for a Lexmark MS811N Mono Laser printer at a cost of 

$2,450.00. 

 

Pat moved to accept the bid from Liberal Office Machines for a Lexmark MS811N Mono Laser 

printer at a cost of $2,450.00.  Jim seconded.  Motion carried.   

 

 

Pat moved to go into executive session for pending litigation for 8 minutes from 9:38am to 

9:46am with Bob Johnson, County Counselor and Greg Wellbrock, County Appraiser present.  

Jim seconded.  Motion carried.  Meeting reconvened at 9:46am. 

 

Robert Davis came in to ask if the Airport Board meetings could be changed from the 1
st
 

Wednesday of the month at 7:00pm to the 1
st
 Tuesday of the month at 7:00pm. 

 

Jim moved to accept the change for the Airport Board meetings from the 1
st
 Wednesday of the 

month at 7:00pm to the 1
st
 Tuesday of the month at 7:00pm.  Pat seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Robert talked about the new project at the Airport.  The asphalt around the hangers is being torn 

out and replaced by concrete.  KDOT is paying 75% of the cost.  

 

Pat moved to rescind motion on the bid from McBride Construction in the amount of $4,124.00 

for cement work between the EMS/Fire buildings.  Jim seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

After the Commissioners reviewed the two bids to do cement work between the EMS/Fire 

building from McBride Construction in the amount of $4,124.00 and Angel Martinez 

Construction in the amount of $3,450.00, Jim moved to accept the low bid from Angel Martinez 

Construction in the amount of $3,450.00.  Pat seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Pat moved to appoint Jim as voting delegate for KAC with Pat as alternate and Dave as second 

alternate. Dave seconded. Motion carried. 

 

Dave moved to appoint Pat as voting delegate for KCAMP with Dave as alternate. Jim seconded.   

Motion carried. 

 

Dave moved to appoint Pat as voting delegate for KWORCC with Dave as alternate.  Jim 

seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Jon Halbgewachs with Kirkham & Michael came in to go over the preliminary plans for the 

highway improvement project.  The improvement to Kansas Highway 51 between Cemetery Road 

and County Road 14 will include an east bound left turn land onto Kennedy Street and a west 

bound right turn lane on Kennedy Street.  Planning to start construction in the spring, 2015 taking 

an estimate of 55 working days. 

 

Jon and the Commissioners discussed installing a sump pump in the culvert at 11
th

 and Jefferson to 

help with the water drainage. 

   

By motion the Board adjourned. 

 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk                         ________________________________  

                        Dave Bozone, Chairman 

 

 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

SEPTEMBER 2, 2014 

 



The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with all members present.  Also 

present were Bob Johnson, Pam Bensel, County Clerk and RoGlenda Coulter, Hugoton Hermes.  

Dave called the meeting to order.  Jim moved to approve the minutes of the last meeting.  Pat 

seconded.  Motion carried.  Jim moved to approve the county vouchers.  Pat seconded.  Motion 

carried.  The clerk was instructed to draw warrants on the Treasurer chargeable to the various 

funds of the county for the following amounts: 

                             

                                 General…………………………….….……......180,331.68 

                                 Road & Bridge…………………….……….......134,324.07 

                                 Airport…………………………………………..   5,426.64 

                                 Noxious Weed…………………...……………......5,956.10 

                                 Alcoholic Treatment………………………………...237.50 

                                 Community Health……………….…...................26,972.35 

                                 Employee’s P/R Misc W/H……………………….….55.96 

                                 Reg of Deeds Tech Fund……………………….…...472.77 

 

Jack Rowden with Citizens State Bank and Gary Gold with First National Bank came in to present 

a quote for refinancing the lease purchase agreement of the Pioneer Manor. 

 

The Commissioners will decide and get back with them later in the week. 

 

Commissioners talked to Vernon Anderson about replacing Roger Lynch on the Southwest Kansas 

Area Agency on Aging Board. 

 

Pat moved to appoint Vernon Anderson to the Southwest Kansas Area Agency on Aging Board to 

replace Roger Lynch.  Jim seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Tony Martin and Kirk Spikes came in to discuss opening a section line road between sections       

SW 3-33-36 and SE 4-33-36.   

 

Tony said the letters to the farmers have helped with the sprinkler situation.   

 

Tony says the Road Department is finishing with the asphalt roads. 

 

Tony said the new phone system is in and working well. 

 

Tony said he talked to Jon Halbgewachs about KDOT paying back payments for the highway 

project instead of all at the end of the project. 

 

Ted Heaton, T J Steers and Duane Topliss came.  Ted reported that everything is going well at the 

Sheriff’s office. 

 

Commissioners discussed the recycling bins on the parking lot of 7
th

 and Main Street. 

 

Pat moved to get rid of the Lane Recycling bins.  Jim seconded.  Motion carried.   

 

Bob will contact Lane Recycling to pick up the bins.  

 

Brandon Kolb came in to discuss opening a section line road on Road G from Road 11 to Road 12.  

Brandon asked to have it maintained so he would be able to get his grain trucks in and out of the 

field.  Tony says that would not be a problem. 

 

Stachia Nordyke and Linda Crawford came in to discuss a concern with the Commissioners. 

 

Pat moved to go into executive session for non-elected personnel for 15 minutes from 10:30am 

to 10:45am with Bob Johnson, County Counselor, Stachia Nordyke and Linda Crawford present.  

Jim seconded.  Motion carried.  Meeting reconvened at 10:45am. 

 

Paula Rowden with Stevens County Community Health Department and Warren Willis, Dean 

Van Horn, Joyce Baughman and Milton Gillespie with the Stevens County Hospital Board came 

in to discuss a Wellness program for the community. 

 

Paula wants to provide Well Women services for the community.  The Hospital Board is 

working with her to figure out a solution. 

 



Dr Samer Al-Hashmi has a concern for covering other medical staff except the ones employed 

by Stevens County. 

 

The Hospital Board expressed that the Medical Clinic has access for this service.  Paula is 

concerned about the cost for Medicare using the sliding fee scale. 

 

Paula says the County Public Transportation bus takes patrons to other towns for medical 

services along with other services. 

 

Paula had the Commissioners sign the contract on the Public Transportation bus. 

 

Paula informed the Commissioners the air conditioner at the Community Health building is not 

working.  Paula checked the mechanical room and found water leaking.  She called Kansas 

Trane Company to fix the problem.  

 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk                         ________________________________  

                        Dave Bozone, Chairman 

 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

SEPTEMBER 15, 2014 

 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with all members present.  Also 

present were Bob Johnson, Pam Bensel, County Clerk and RoGlenda Coulter, Hugoton Hermes.  

Dave called the meeting to order.  Jim moved to approve the minutes of the last meeting.  Pat 

seconded.  Motion carried.  Pat moved to approve the county vouchers.  Jim seconded.  Motion 

carried.  The clerk was instructed to draw warrants on the Treasurer chargeable to the various 

funds of the county for the following amounts: 

                             

                                 General…………………………….….…….......47,435.45 

                                 Road & Bridge…………………….………..........5,977.32 

                                 Building………………………………………….3,152.00 

                                 Noxious Weed…………………...……………....9,340.24 

                                 Diversion…………………………………………1,241.43 

                                 Community Health……………….…...................6,172.36 

                                 Airport Grants………………………………......15,068.26 

                                 Employee’s P/R Misc W/H………………………....61.07 

 

Vernon Anderson came in to explain the situation with the property of Frank and Janet Smith. 

The Commissioners decided if the property is within the guidelines of the zoning regulations then 

Smith’s will be allowed to keep the trailer. 

 

Warren Willis came in to inform the Commissioners that the Stevens County Health Clinic could 

use the voucher system for the Women’s Wellness program. 

 

Phillip Willis came in to get the proposed Solid Waste Management Plan Committee members 

name list approved.  The list consists of Phillip Willis, Danny Skinner, Pat Hall, Jim Bell and Josh 

Grubbs. 

 

Pat moved to approve the names proposed for the Solid Waste Management Plan Committee 

consisting of Phillip Willis, Danny Skinner, Pat Hall, Jim Bell and Josh Grubbs.  Jim seconded.  

Motion carried. 

 

Phillip informed the Commissioners that KDI needs 1000 ton of crushed concrete and there is at 

least 3000 tons at the landfill.  Greg Stoppel agreed to crush the concrete if the County will allow 

KDI to have 1000 tons, Greg Stoppel – 1/3 and the County keep the remaining amount.  

 

The Commissioners agreed to allow Greg Stoppel crush the concrete at the landfill and give KDI - 

1000 tons, Greg Stoppel – 1/3 (approximately 1000 tons) and the County keep the remaining 

amount.  

 

Commissioners discussed letting Gene Leonard go for the winter time and allowing him to help 

during spray season in the summer, if needed. 

 



Ted Heaton checked in and reported everything at the Sheriff’s office is going good. 

 

Pat moved to approve the addendum negotiation on the lease purchase agreement for the Pioneer 

Manor with a savings of $300,000.00.  The rate changes from 4.45% to 2.75%. 

 

Tony Martin talked about doing a road opening on a section line on Road G. 

 

Bob said he talked to Clifford Shuck about the road opening on a section line on Road G.  Dave 

said he talked to him also. 

 

Tony asked about the road opening for Kirk Spikes and Bob said the deeds are ready. 

 

Tony talked to Jon Halbgewachs with Kirk & Michael about the submitting reimbursement 

requests as the highway project progresses.  There could be a possible 30 day turn around on the 

reimbursements. 

 

Lance Brown, District Ranger for the Cimarron National Grasslands came in to discuss what’s 

going on in the grasslands.  Lance asked the Commissioners if they would sign the Annual 

Wildfire Operating Plan between Pike and San Isabel National Forests and Cimarron Comanche 

National Grasslands and Morton County, Stevens County, Kansas.   

 

The Commissioners agreed to sign the plan. 

 

Jim moved to go into executive session for non-elected personnel for 10 minutes from 10:22am 

to 10:32am with Bob Johnson, County Counselor present.  Pat seconded.  Motion carried.  

Meeting reconvened at 10:32am. 

 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk                         ________________________________  

                        Dave Bozone, Chairman 

 

 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

SEPTEMBER 29, 2014 

 

The Board of County Commissioners met for the Stevens County 2015 Budget hearing with all 

members present.  Also present were Pam Bensel, County Clerk, Theresa Dasenbrock, auditor 

with Lewis, Hooper and Dick, Jessica Currier, Lewis, Hooper and Dick, Josh Morris and Nancy 

Honig, Stevens County Extension Agents and Nancy Johnson, Extension Board President. 

 

Dave declared the Stevens County 2015 Budget hearing open at 8:30am.   

 

Nancy Johnson spoke for the Extension Council.  She expressed the gratitude of the Extension 

Council for the support the County has given for the past years.  She felt they have been very 

responsible with the monies received.   

 

Jim moved to adjust the 2015 Library budget from a levy of 1.91 mills to 1.5 mills due to the 

adopted Charter Resolution 2014-04 expressing the intent of the Board of County Commissioners 

of Stevens County to limit the Stevens County Library Board’s taxing authority to 1.5 mills. Dave 

seconded.  Motion carried.   

 

Dave moved to adopt the official 2015 Stevens County Budget as amended.  Pat seconded.  Motion 

carried.  

 

Dave moved to close the 2015 Budget hearing at 9:00am. 

 

The Commissioners discussed the monies sent in to State from Wekando for the railroad project.  

The State will be sending the money back to each of the Counties involved. 

 

Pat moved to split the monies; the County is receiving back from the railroad project, to each bank, 

Citizens State Bank and First National of Hugoton.  Jim seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

 



Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk                         ________________________________  

                        Dave Bozone, Chairman 

 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

OCTOBER 6, 2014 

 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with all members present.  Also 

present were Bob Johnson, Pam Bensel, County Clerk and RoGlenda Coulter, Hugoton Hermes.  

Dave called the meeting to order.  Jim moved to approve the minutes of the last meeting.  Pat 

seconded.  Motion carried.  Pat moved to approve the county vouchers.  Jim seconded.  Motion 

carried.  The clerk was instructed to draw warrants on the Treasurer chargeable to the various 

funds of the county for the following amounts: 

                             

                                 General…………………………….….…….....280,300.79 

                                 Road & Bridge…………………….………......330,624.03 

                                 Airport…………………………………………..66,976.34 

                                 Building………………………………………….4,857.04 

                                 Noxious Weed…………………...……………..10,753.79 

                                 Library…………………………………………..83,540.09 

                                 Alcoholic Treatment……………………………….237.50 

                                 Community Health……………….….................44,493.30 

                                 Employee’s P/R Misc W/H………………………....96.75 

 

Pat moved for Stevens County to continue with Kansas County Association Multi-Line Pool 

(KCAMP) which is the property and vehicle insurance and Kansas Workers Risk Cooperative for 

Counties (KWORCC) which is the work comp insurance.  Jim seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

The Commissioners opened 3 bids for windows at the Wellness Center.   

 

             Harrison Construction  5 new pella designer/with shades in glass     $5,816.90 

                       1 office window to open                                                                200.00 

                                                                                                                          $6,016.90 

 

             McDaniels Construction pella windows with blinds in glass             $8,575.41 

 

             Southwest Glass & Door Inc  2”x4 1/2” bronze insulated anodized  $5,783.00 

                           fixed windows with blinds 

 

Pat moved to accept Harrison Construction’s bid of 5 new pella designer/with shades in glass     

with 1 office window to open at a cost of $6,016.90 with a completion date of December 1, 2014.  

Dave seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Pat moved to go into executive session for non-elected personnel for 10 minutes from 8:58am to 

9:07am with Rodney Kelling present.  Jim seconded.  Motion carried.  Meeting reconvened at 

9:07am. 

 

Rodney Kelling informed the Commissioners that he sent out for 3 bids for repairs on EMS/Fire 

building locks and only received 1 bid from Custom Revnovations to install 4 Sargent mortise 

keypad locksets at a cost of $3,557.33. 

 

Pat moved to accept the bid from Custom Revnovations to install 4 Sargent mortise keypad 

locksets at a cost of $3,557.33 for the EMS/fire building.  Jim seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Rodney asked if he could get bids for the overhead doors at the EMS/fire buildings. 

 

Commissioners approved for Rodney to get bids. 

 

Tony Martin came in and informed the Commissioners that the scrubber on the asphalt plant is 

worn out and needs replaced. 

 

Ted Heaton gave an update on the Sheriff’s Department.   

 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

 



Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk                         ________________________________  

                        Dave Bozone, Chairman 

 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

OCTOBER 17, 2014 

 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with all members present.  Also 

present were Bob Johnson, Pam Bensel, County Clerk and RoGlenda Coulter, Hugoton Hermes.  

Dave called the meeting to order.  Jim moved to approve the minutes of the last meeting.  Pat 

seconded.  Motion carried.  Dave moved to approve the county vouchers.  Jim seconded.  Motion 

carried.  The clerk was instructed to draw warrants on the Treasurer chargeable to the various 

funds of the county for the following amounts: 

                             

                                 General…………………………….….…….....49.080.33 

                                 Road & Bridge…………………….………......23,751.80 

                                 Building……………………………………….29,307.50 

                                 Noxious Weed…………………...……………….975.10 

                                 Diversion……………………………………….…504.69 

                                 Community Health……………….…...............11,575.35 

                                 Airport Grants………………………………....21,302.02 

                                 911 E Wireless………………………………….3,461.82 

                                 Employee’s P/R Misc W/H………………………..64.50 

 

Vernon Anderson came in to inform the Commissioners of the old and new construction within the 

county.   

 

Vernon asked if he could add fines to the zoning regulations for not turning in new construction or 

bringing in mobile homes without informing the Zoning Administration.  The Commissioners 

suggest he talk to the Zoning Board and have the Board make a decision. 

 

Bob Johnson talked about the email he had received from Jon Halbgewachs on the Highway 

turning lane project and discussed Anadarko asking for another approach. 

 

Phillip Willis came in to have the Resolution for the Solid Waste Management Plan signed and re 

dated.   

 

Pat moved to go into executive session for non-elected personnel for 10 minutes from 8:55am to 

9:05am with Bob Johnson, County Counselor and Rodney Kelling present.  Dave seconded.  

Motion carried.  No action taken.  Meeting reconvened at 9:05am. 

 

Tony Martin came in and discussed having a resolution to allow seismograph testing on County 

roads. 

 

Dave suggested charging for use of the County right of way. 

 

Tony asked about crushing the asphalt at the asphalt plant to sell or use on the roads if needed. 

 

Dave moved to allow Tony to have the asphalt crushed.  Pat seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Tony talked about he and Dave met with Clifford Shuck on the road agreement.  They agreed to 

blade the road before harvest began and in the spring time, then build the road up where so water 

doesn’t stand on the road. 

 

Tony will put a dead end sign and 20 mph speed limit sign on the road. 

 

Tony talked about when they switched the asphalt plant to natural gas from diesel the cost savings 

was $8.44 per ton. 

 

Pat moved to go into executive session for non-elected personnel for 10 minutes from 9:19am to 

9:29am with Bob Johnson, County Counselor and Tony Martin present.  Jim seconded.  Motion 

carried.  Meeting reconvened at 9:29am. 

 

The Commissioners approved to allow Tony to give five of the County Road Department 

employees a raise. 

 



Pat moved to adopt a permitting process for seismograph testing on County roads at the next 

meeting, November 3, 2014, based off of the Morton County Resolution.  Dave seconded.  Motion 

carried. 

 

Dave moved to instruct Bob Johnson to redo the road crossing permits to charge a $100.00 fee for 

each crossing including insurance. 

 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk                         ________________________________  

                        Dave Bozone, Chairman 

 

 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

OCTOBER 28, 2014 

 

A special meeting was called by Commissioner David Bozone.  Commissioners David Bozone, 

Jim Bell and Pat Hall were all present.  Also present, Susan Schulte, acting secretary to the 

Board. 

 

Dave Bozone, Chairman, moved to open the special meeting at 6:10 p.m. and moved to go into 

executive session to discuss trade secrets for 30 minutes from 6:10 p.m. – 6:40 p.m.  Jim 

seconded.  Motion carried. No action taken.  Meeting reconvened at 6:40 p.m.   

 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk                         ________________________________  

                        Dave Bozone, Chairman 

 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

NOVEMBER 3, 2014 

 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with Jim Bell and Pat Hall present.  

Also present Pam Bensel, County Clerk and RoGlenda Coulter, Hugoton Hermes.  Jim called the 

meeting to order.  Jim moved to approve the minutes of the last meeting.  Pat seconded.  Motion 

carried.  Jim moved to approve the county vouchers.  Pat seconded.  Motion carried.  The clerk 

was instructed to draw warrants on the Treasurer chargeable to the various funds of the county 

for the following amounts: 

                             

                                 General…………………………….….…….....203,352.43 

                                 Road & Bridge…………………….………......109,485.06 

                                 Airport…………………………………………....5,422.14 

                                 Noxious Weed…………………...…………….…6673.82 

                                 Alcoholic Treatment……………………………….237.50 

                                 Diversion………………………………………...…818.42 

                                 Community Health……………….….................31,042.02 

                                 Fire Bequest…………………………………..….1,175.45 

                                 Employee’s P/R Misc W/H……………………..…..64.50 

 

Rodney Kelling brought in 3 bids to seal and tighten up the overhead doors, built in timers, door 

jams and antenna on ambulance shed. 

 

    Silver Star Overhead Doors, LLC       seal and tighten up the overhead doors,    $5,956.25 

                                                                 built in timers, door jams and antenna  

                                                                 on ambulance shed 

 

    Overhead Door Company of GC         seal and tighten up the overhead doors,    $7,103.00 

                                                                 built in timers, door jams and antenna  

                                                                 on ambulance shed 

 

    Wolters Construction, LLC                 seal and tighten up the overhead doors,    $7,438.46 

                                                                 built in timers, door jams and antenna  

                                                                 on ambulance shed 

 



Pat moved to approve the bid from Silver Star Overhead Doors, LLC for repairs of the seal and 

tighten up the overhead doors, built in timers, door jams and antenna on ambulance shed at a cost 

of $5,956.25.  Jim seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Jim moved to allow the County to purchase hams for County employees that come to the 

Christmas party with the exception of medical reasons for not being able to attend. 

 

Jim moved to use Oklahoma Smoke from Hooker, OK to furnish meat for the County Christmas 

Party. (620-655-3447) 

 

Commissioners will be canvassing the November 4
th

 election on Monday, November 10, 2014. 

 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk                         ________________________________  

                        Dave Bozone, Chairman 

 

 

BOARD OF CANVASSERS MEETING 

NOVEMBER 10, 2014 

 

The Board of Canvassers met at 9:00am to canvass the votes from the November 4, 2014, 

General Election.  Present were Pat Hall, Amy Mason, Amy Jo Tharp and Pam Bensel, County 

Clerk.   

 

There were 50 Provisional Ballots, 48 were counted and 2 were not counted because the 2 

individuals were not registered at the time.  These ballots did not change the outcome of the 

election of the first count.   

 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk                         ________________________________  

                        Pat Hall, 2
nd

 Vice Chairman 

 

 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

NOVEMBER 17, 2014 

 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with all members present.  Also 

present Pam Bensel, County Clerk and RoGlenda Coulter, Hugoton Hermes.  Dave called the 

meeting to order.  Pat moved to approve the minutes of the last meeting.  Jim seconded.  Motion 

carried.  Jim moved to approve the county vouchers.  Pat seconded.  Motion carried.  The clerk 

was instructed to draw warrants on the Treasurer chargeable to the various funds of the county 

for the following amounts: 

                             

                                 General…………………………….….…….....29,110.31 

                                 Road & Bridge…………………….………....156,239.29 

                                 Building……………………………………….10,344.14 

                                 Noxious Weed…………………...…………….…454.82 

                                 Diversion………………………………………..1,026.05 

                                 Community Health……………….….................5,257.92 

                                 Fire Bequest…………………………………..….923.40 

                                 Airport Grants…………………………………20,033.73 

                                 Employee’s P/R Misc W/H………………………..64.50 

 

Rodney Kelling came in to inform the Commissioners of a grant he is trying to get to replace the 

air paks at the Fire Station.  There is a lady showing him how to apply for the grant. 

 

Rodney also talked about a Baughman Foundation that has grants for replacing bunker gear. 

 

Vernon Anderson came in to discuss the different projects he is working on for Planning and 

Zoning. 

 



Robert Davis came in to discuss a grant to help extend the runway to accommodate the larger 

planes.  The Airport Board has a firm that will do the negotiating.  FAA will be pay 90% and the 

County will pay 10% of the cost. 

 

Phillip Willis asked to take bids for an old compressor and an old recycling crusher to be opened at 

the December 15
th

 Commissioner meeting at 9:00.  Commissioners approved of the bids. 

 

Tony Martin came in to inform the Commissioners that the City of Moscow wants to extend 

Brollier road south to High School road.  Tony informed the City to get the easements and have the 

survey done before the County could put the road in.  The County will cut and gravel the road 

when everything is finalized. 

 

Tony asked to take bids on a skid loader and with a trade in of a Manco scraper that pulls behind a 

tractor.  Commissioners approved Tony taking bids with the trade in. 

 

Tony discussed the seismograph crews. 

 

Commissioners asked what the cost would be to black top West 17
th

 Street (by the Manor) to Road 

12 with 4” thickness.  (1/4 mile) 

 

Tony discussed the road for Ted Heaton, blading the road at Shuck’s place and blading Road M. 

 

Dave moved to go into executive session for confidential data relating to financial affairs or trade 

secrets of business for 15 minutes from 10:09am to 10:24am.  Pat seconded.  Motion carried.  

Meeting reconvened at 10:24am.  No action taken. 

 

Commissioners moved to approve the 2015 Holiday list for the County. 

 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk                         ________________________________  

                        Dave Bozone, Chairman 

 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

DECEMBER 1, 2014 

 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with all members present.  Also 

present Pam Bensel, County Clerk and RoGlenda Coulter, Hugoton Hermes.  Dave called the 

meeting to order.  Pat moved to approve the minutes of the last meeting.  Jim seconded.  Motion 

carried.  Jim moved to approve the county vouchers.  Pat seconded.  Motion carried.  The clerk 

was instructed to draw warrants on the Treasurer chargeable to the various funds of the county 

for the following amounts: 

                             

                                 General…………………………….….……......275,259.92 

                                 Road & Bridge…………………….…………...237,606.36 

                                 Airport………………………………………...…..5,430.24 

                                 Noxious Weed…………………...…………….….7,999.55 

                                 Alcoholic Treatment……………………………...…237.50 

                                 Community Health……………….…...................36,446.12 

                                 911 E Wireless………………………………….…1,952.00 

                                 Employee’s P/R Misc W/H…………………………..64.50 

 

Joe Thompson attended the meeting. 

 

Bob Johnson is working on the resolution for seismograph testing on County roads. 

 

Pat moved to go into executive session for attorney/client to discuss pending litigation for 10 

minutes from 8:38am to 8:48am with Bob Johnson, County Counselor and Joe Thompson present.  

Jim seconded.  Motion carried.  Meeting reconvened at 8:48am.  No action taken. 

 

Tony Martin came in for the Road & Department.  He talked about the cost to pave W17
th

 Street to 

Road 12 for ¼ of a mile.   

 

Tony discussed next year’s projects for the Road Department. 

 



Tony reported that the information on the skid steer loader was sent out for bid and the bids will be 

opened on December 15 at 9:30am. 

 

Bob Johnson will get with Ted Heaton to get right of ways to open a portion of Road 3. 

 

Tony discussed the Road Department employees servicing the County ambulances and fire trucks.  

With the starting of winter this would be a good time for them to work on the equipment.  EMS 

and Fire Departments will be responsible for the cost of the repairs needed. 

 

Tony said they finished grinding the used asphalt for use of road materials. 

 

Tony submitted a list of the new Fair board members for 2015-2017.  Dave moved to approve the 

list of member presented by Tony Martin for 2015-2017.  Jim seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Mark Crawford came in to ask for reappointment to the Economic Development Board.  The 

Commissioners will discuss this position and get back with him. 

 

Mark Crawford discussed the state’s financial situation for the school districts in Kansas. 

 

Dave Bozone presented James A Bell the certificate of appreciation from KAC for his commitment 

and service to our County and County government in Kansas. 

 

Ted Heaton came in to discuss the work for opening Road 3.   

 

Ted informed the Commissioners that he has purchased tasers for 5 of the officers at $1,000.00 

each to come out of the Diversion Fund.  The 5 officers will be going to training for the use of the 

tasers. 

 

Ted informed the Commissioners that he needs to order a new colored copy machine. 

 

Ted says the School Resource Deputy is now working in all the schools for both districts. 

 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk                         ________________________________  

                        Dave Bozone, Chairman 

  

 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

DECEMBER 15, 2014 

 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with all members present.  Also 

present Pam Bensel, County Clerk and RoGlenda Coulter, Hugoton Hermes.  Dave called the 

meeting to order.  Pat moved to approve the minutes of the last meeting.  Jim seconded.  Motion 

carried.  Pat moved to approve the county vouchers.  Jim seconded.  Motion carried.  The clerk 

was instructed to draw warrants on the Treasurer chargeable to the various funds of the county 

for the following amounts: 

                             

                                 General…………………………….….……......57,501.18 

                                 Road & Bridge…………………….…………...12,588.14 

                                 Building………………………………………….4,765.21 

                                 Noxious Weed…………………...…………….…..214.05 

                                 Diversion…………………………………………..395.56 

                                 Community Health……………….…...................7,539.38 

                                 Fire Bequest……………………………………...1,826.40 

                                 Employee’s P/R Misc W/H………………………....64.50 

 

Joe Thompson attended the meeting. 

 

Rodney Kelling came in to discuss the LEPC program with the Commissioners.  Jim is on the 

board as a Commissioner Representative.  Joe Thompson will take over for Jim in January, 2015. 

 

Rodney said the ICS100, 300, 400 and 700 tests need to be taken by the Commissioners so they 

will be qualified in case a disaster should hit Stevens County. 

 



Rodney informed the Commissioners the locks for the doors at the EMS and Fire building are 

ready to install. 

 

Rodney said Frankie Thomas had to install electric plug ins for the door openers at the Fire 

Department. 

 

Phillip Willis came in with bids for a 220 volt electric Curtis 2 stage horizontal 120 gallon air 

compressor and 220 volt electric glass crusher mounted on a 6’ stand. 

 

       Joe Dixon     $407.00     220 volt electric Curtis 2 stage horizontal 120 gallon air compressor 

 

      Kelly Lewis    $52.00     220 volt electric glass crusher mounted on a 6’ stand    

 

Pat moved to accept the 2 bids from Joe Dixon in the amount of $407.00 for a 220 volt electric 

Curtis 2 stage horizontal 120 gallon air compressor and Kelly Lewis in the amount of $52.00 for a      

220 volt electric glass crusher mounted on a 6’ stand.  Jim seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Tony Martin came in to talk about the resolution for seismograph testing.   

 

Pat moved to approve Resolution 2014-06 establishing requirements for permits to use the county 

roads for seismograph testing starting January 1, 2015.  Jim seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Commissioners discussed charging a fee for the pipeline crossing permit. 

 

Pat moved to charge a $100.00 fee for the pipeline crossing permit.  Jim seconded.  Motion 

carried. 

 

Commissioners and Tony Martin received a letter from Abengoa to thank them for working on the 

roads around the Abengoa plant. 

 

Tony talked to Kenny Sweeney with Sweeney’s Pavement Maintenance LLC out of Hays, KS 

about negotiating a price of $25,000.00 for a list of equipment: 

             2009 Crafco super shot 125  

             Lab hot air lances plus an extra lance 

             Billy goat crack grazer 

             2014 Husqvarna saw with blades and new ¼” diamond blade 

             Wacker wp 1550 plate compactor 

             Material - .98/lb 

 

Bob talked to Jon Halbgewachs with Kirkham & Michael about State paying for the KDI project. 

 

Tony had 4 bids for a new skid steer loader. 

 

      Ron McFarlane with Murphy Tractor & Equipment Co 

          John Deere 326E Skid Steer, new 2015 model, S/N Factory order      $46,264.00 

                                  Trade in1999 Icon AEM 12.5, SN 51842; Scraper       - 10,000.00 

                                                                                                                         $36,264.00  

 

         

 

          John Deere 326E Skid Steer, new 2014 model, S/N 1T0326EMJEJ265296   $47,692.00 

                                                          1999 Icon AEM 12.5, SN 51842; Scraper       - 10,000.00 

                                                                                                                                    $37,692.00 

 

     Michael Blansett with Foley Equipment 

          Caterpillar model:  246DXPS2CA Skid Steer loader 2015 model                   $43,759.75 

                                           Trade in 1999 Icon AEM 12.5, SN 51842; Scraper          - 9,000.00 

                                                                                                                                    $34,759.75 

 

 

 

     Frank Martin with White Star Machinery 

          S650 T4 Bobcat Skid Steer Loader                                                                  $64,378.57 

                                           Trade in 1999 Icon AEM 12.5, SN 51842; Scraper          - 9,000.00 

                                           Municipal Discount                                                          -22,828.94 



                                                                                                                                    $32,549.63  

 

     Chauncey Graham with G W Van Keppel Company 

          Volvo MC115C Skid Steer 2014                                                                     $51,777.00                                                  

                                           Trade in 1999 Icon AEM 12.5, SN 51842; Scraper        - 20,000.00 

                                                                                                                                    $31,777.00 

 

Dave moved to accept the bid from Foley Equipment for a Caterpillar model:  246DXPS2CA Skid 

Steer loader 2015 model with trade in of a 1999 Icon AEM 12.5, SN 51842; Scraper at a cost of          

$34,759.75. 

 

Justin (Deke) Carter, Tom Carter and Craig Malone came in to discuss the access road south of the 

new grocery store in the Stevens County Industrial Park area so the trucks will be able to get in and 

out of the site.   

 

Susan Schulte came in to discuss the rules and regulation changes for the Memorial Hall.   

 

Pat moved to accept the new changes as of January 1, 2015.  Rotary and Lions Club will be 

grandfathered in on the double booking twice a month.  The charges will change from $10.00 a 

meeting to $25.00 except for Lions Club’s two special meetings for Valentines and Christmas will 

be charged at the new regular rates.  Dave seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Susan asked if she could designate the remaining money in the 2014 GIS budget for aerial 

photography and if the money could be transferred to the County Equipment fund earmarked for 

GIS. 

 

The Commissioners asked her to get the amount. 

 

Linda Stalcup, Dave Piper, Trevor Mangels, Joyce Baughman, Warren Willis and Patty Lahey 

from the Stevens County Hospital came in to discuss the mechanical problems at the hospital. 

 

Trevor explained what repairs were needed with the boiler, sewer lines and remodeling of north 

end of hospital. 

 

Dave Piper informs the Commissioners that the cash flow for the hospital will not allow the repairs 

to be paid out of the hospital budget. 

 

Dave Piper also discussed the employee benefits portion of the budget. 

 

Sarah Steele with Gilmore and Bell came in for the Public Hearing on the resolution authorizing 

Stevens County, Kansas to issue its taxable industrial revenue bonds, series 2014A and series 

2014B (Kansas Dairy Ingredients Project) for the purpose of the acquisition, construction and 

equipping of a dairy processing facility; and authorizing certain other documents and actions in 

connection therewith. 

 

Dave moved to open the Public Hearing at 11:00am. 

 

Neal Gillespie came in for the Public Hearing and reported on the cost benefit analysis (tax 

abatement) for the project. 

 

No one else from the community came in for the hearing. 

 

Dave moved the Public Hearing to be closed at 11:12am.  

  

Dave moved to adopt Resolution 2014-05A authorizing Stevens County, Kansas to issue its 

taxable industrial revenue bonds, series 2014A and series 2014B (Kansas Dairy Ingredients 

Project) for the purpose of the acquisition, construction and equipping of a dairy processing 

facility; and authorizing certain other documents and actions in connection therewith.  Jim 

seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Dave moved to adopt Resolution 2014-06 establishing requirements for permits to us the County 

roads for seismograph testing in Stevens County, Kansas.  Pat seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Josh Morris and Nancy Honig came in to present the changes to the 2015 Extension Council 

budget. 



 

Caressa Jays came in for Paula Rowden to present the paperwork on the State medicare program 

which needed two Commissioners signatures. 

 

Dave moved to reappoint Mark Crawford to the Economic Development board.  Pat seconded.  

Motion carried.  Jim opposed. 

 

Dave moved to approve a 3% cola raise for full and part time employees.  Jim seconded.  Motion 

carried. 

 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk                         ________________________________  

                        Dave Bozone, Chairman 

 

 

 

 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

JANUARY 5, 2015 

 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with all members present.  Also 

present were Bob Johnson, County Counselor, Pam Bensel, County Clerk and RoGlenda Coulter, 

Hugoton Hermes.  Dave called the meeting to order.  Jim moved to approve the minutes of the 

last meeting.  Pat seconded.  Motion carried. Pat moved to approve the county vouchers. Jim 

seconded.  Motion carried.  The clerk was instructed to draw warrants on the Treasurer 

chargeable to the various funds of the county for the following amounts: 

 

                                 General…………………………….….…….....333,704.32 

                                 Airport……………………………………………8,234.92 

                                 Road & Bridge…………………….………......211,051.58 

                                 Building…………………….……….……..........12,796.19 

                                 Noxious Weed…………………...………….......13,878.91 

                                 Insurance Agency……………………………...135,797.93   

                                 Diversion…………………………………………5,021.35                              

                                 Community Health……………….…..................52,614.75 

                                 Register of Deeds Tech…………………………….326.07 

                                 Airport Grants…………………………………..13,231.21 

                                 Employee’s P/R Misc W/H……………………........96.75                                 

 

Pam Bensel, County Clerk presented two bids for the Appraisers office for a printer.   

 

                      Thompson Reuters    Lexmark MS810dn duplex printer                  $2,844.00 

                      Liberal Office Machines Co    Lexmark MS810dn laser printer      $2,100.00  

 

Pat moved to approve the bid from Liberal Office Machines Co for an MS810dn laser printer at a 

cost of $2,100.00.  Jim seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Rodney Kelling presented the 2014 encumbrance letter for EMS, Fire and Civil Defense. 

 

                   EMS $19,528.00 for misc equipment and upgrades 

                            $100,000.00 toward the purchase of a new ambulance 

 

                   Fire  $43,859.00 for upgrade of fire tools and equipment to go with matching funds 

                            for SCBA’s and bunker gear 

 

                   Civil Defense  $1,168.00 for new laptop computer 

 

Jim moved to allow the 2014 encumbrance letter for EMS, Fire and Civil Defense.  For a lack of 

a second the motion died. 

 

Pat moved to allow a portion of the 2014 encumbrance letter for EMS, Fire and Civil Defense. 

 

                   EMS $9,764.00 for misc equipment and upgrades 

                            $100,000.00 toward the purchase of a new ambulance 



 

                   Fire  $21,929.50 for upgrade of fire tools and equipment to go with matching funds 

                            for SCBA’s and bunker gear 

 

                   Civil Defense  $1,168.00 for new laptop computer 

 

Dave seconded.  Motion carried.  Jim opposed. 

 

Dave moved to go into executive session for non elected personnel for 5 minutes from 8:56am to 

9:01am with Bob Johnson, County Counselor and Paula Rowden present.  Pat seconded.  Motion 

carried.  Meeting reconvened at 9:01am.   

 

Pat moved to increase Caressa Jays pay by $1.00 an hour after the 3% cola raise.  Dave 

seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Robert Rich presented the 2014 encumbrance letter for the Stevens County Wellness Center in 

the amount of $10,042.46. 

 

Dave moved to allow the 2014 encumbrance letter for the Stevens County Wellness Center in the 

amount of $10,042.46.  Pat seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Tony Martin asked to transfer $200,000.00 from Road and Bridge fund to the Road Machinery 

fund and transfer $100,000.00 to the Highway Improvement fund. 

 

Dave moved to accept the transfer $300,000.00 from the Road and Bridge fund to the Road 

Machinery and Highway Improvement fund.  Jim seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

The Commissioners told Tony the Moscow Senior Center and Fire/EMS property needs to be 

cleaned off when it snows.   

 

Dave moved to go into executive session for non elected personnel for 5 minutes from 9:16am to 

9:23am with Bob Johnson, County Counselor, Joe Thompson, newly elected County 

Commissioner and Tony Martin present.  Pat seconded.  Motion carried.  Meeting reconvened at 

9:23am.  No action taken. 

 

Phillip Willis brought in paperwork for Bob Johnson to go over. 

 

Ted Heaton came in to inform the Commissioners everything is going good at the Sheriff 

Department. 

 

Susan Schulte came in to ask about transferring $15,000.00 of the 2014 GIS budget to the 

County Equipment fund for aerial photography. 

 

Jim moved to allow the transfer of $15,000.00 in the 2014 GIS budget to the County Equipment 

fund for aerial photography.  Dave seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Susan informed the Commissioners that the water fountain in the Memorial Hall needs replaced.  

The cost of a new fountain is $715.00. 

 

Susan informed the Commissioners the north door in the Memorial Hall is rusted out at the 

bottom.  Commissioners asked her to get prices of doors. 

 

Vernon Anderson came in to present charges from other counties for permits and fines to do 

water wells, septic tanks and construction work. The individuals pay for permit and Vernon 

oversees and inspects the project. 

 

Vernon will get charges figured out for Stevens County. 

 

Pam Bensel, County Clerk presented the GAAP waiver Resolution15-01 to be approved and 

signed.  Pat moved to adopt the GAAP Resolution 15-01.  Jim seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

By motion the Board adjourned.  

 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk                         ________________________________  

                        Dave Bozone, Chairman 



 

 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

JANUARY 19, 2015 

 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with Pat Hall and Joe Thompson 

present.  Also present were Bob Johnson, County Counselor, Pam Bensel, County Clerk and 

RoGlenda Coulter, Hugoton Hermes.  Pat called the meeting to order.  Joe moved to approve the 

minutes of the last meeting.  Pat seconded.  Motion carried. Joe moved to approve the county 

vouchers. Pat seconded.  Motion carried.  The clerk was instructed to draw warrants on the 

Treasurer chargeable to the various funds of the county for the following amounts: 

                             

                                 General…………………………….….……......140,038.86 

                                 Road & Bridge…………………….……….........20,059.39 

                                 Fair………………………………………………57,127.50 

                                 Airport……………………………………….…..55,395.00 

                                 Services for Elderly……………………………...89,932.50 

                                 Building…………………….……….……............ 9,124.61 

                                 Employees Benefit……………………………..…...815.43 

                                 Extension Council……………………………….67,500.00 

                                 Noxious Weed…………………...…………..........4,453.99 

                                 Library…………………………………………...81,028.25 

                                 Hospital Maint……………………………….....990,000.00    

                                 Highway Improvement……………………………2,670.13 

                                 Alcoholic Treatment…………………………….…..237.50 

                                 Diversion……………………………………………..80.52                             

                                 Community Health……………….….....................6,286.70 

                                 Employees Benefit-Library……………………...31,749.00 

                                 Employee’s P/R Misc W/H……………………..........70.53 

 

Joe moved to appoint the Hugoton Hermes as the official newspaper for Stevens County.  Pat 

seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Joe moved to have Citizens State Bank as the bank depository for Stevens County.  Pat 

seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Joe moved to have First National Bank as secondary depository for Stevens County.  Pat 

seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Joe moved to continue the meeting days and time on the 1
st
 and 3

rd
 Mondays at 8:30am unless 

Monday is a county holiday then the meeting will be on Tuesday.  Pat seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Vernon Anderson came in to discuss permit fees.  He presented fee costs from other counties and 

asked if the Commissioners could make a decision by March 1
st
 so it could be implemented at 

that time. 

 

Vernon explained with septic tanks there will be 3 inspections and construction will have 1 

inspection. 

 

Pam Bensel presented the 2014 encumbrance letter for the Clerk of the District Court in the 

amount of $29,472.75. 

 

Joe moved to allow the 2014 encumbrance letter for the Clerk of the District Court in the amount 

of $29,472.75.  Pat seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Ted Heaton came in to see if the Commissioner had any questions for him.  He says everything 

is going good at the Sheriff’s Department. 

 

Vanessa Willis came in to ask if she is to send out checks on oil & gas for refunds under $5.00 

for years 2010 and 2011.  Bob will check with the attorney representing the gas companies 

Exxon Mobil and XTO Energy. 

 

Tony Martin came in and discussed the opening of Road 3.  Tony says Terry Jordan does not 

want to move the fence on the land he rents. 

 



Tony talked about the state highway 51 project.  He says Anadarko has questions about an 

entrance on the east end.  Bob says it will be up to KDOT if this can be done. 

 

Tony says the Road Department will do 9 miles of overlaying this year. 

 

Tony informed the Commissioners that he had to put a new garage door on the shop. 

 

Tony said that Carl Eyman with KWORCC will be doing a forklift safety meeting for the Road 

Department. 

 

Tony said some of the graders and tandems were getting old and will need to be replaced soon.  

 

Carl Eyman with KWORCC says the County needs to implement a seatbelt policy within the 

County policy. 

 

Pam Bensel presented the Commissioners with a seatbelt policy to approve. 

 

Joe moved to add the seatbelt policy to the County’s policy book for all County employees that 

drive County vehicles/equipment including passengers in the vehicle are required to wear 

seatbelts.  Pat seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Doug Little, Sales Manager for AirMedCare Network came in to talk to the Commissioners 

about purchasing memberships for the County employees.  Doug explained the program and how 

beneficial it would be for the employees. 

 

The Commissioners said they weren’t interested in purchasing the program for the employees 

but had no objection if he wants to talk to the employees individually.   

 

Christian Knipp, Dwayne Vaughn and Joe Maness with Knipp Equipment Inc came in to talk 

about the heat and air conditioning at the Community Health Department.  The estimated cost is 

around $439,392.00. 

 

The Commissioners asked Christian to go to the Hospital and talk to Linda Stalcup about getting 

an estimate for the mechanical problems at the hospital. 

 

Paula Rowden brought in the 2014 encumbrance letter for the Stevens County Community 

Health Department in the amount of $10,000.00 to purchase three surface i3 tablets, work bench 

for maintenance, nursing office supplies, and educational supplies to complete skills lab. 

 

Pat moved to allow the 2014 encumbrance letter for the Stevens County Community Health 

Department in the amount of $10,000.00 to purchase three surface i3 tablets, work bench for 

maintenance, nursing office supplies, and educational supplies to complete skills lab.  Joe 

seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Joe asked Paula about the Commissioners being the Board of Health for Stevens County.  She 

explained what the responsibilities are for the Commissioners.  Paula said she would check into 

having routine health board meetings. 

 

By motion the Board adjourned.  

 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk                         ________________________________  

                        Pat Hall, Commissioner 

 

 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

FEBRUARY 2, 2015 

 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with Pat Hall and Joe Thompson 

present.  Also present were Bob Johnson, County Counselor, Pam Bensel, County Clerk and 

RoGlenda Coulter, Hugoton Hermes.  Pat called the meeting to order.  Pat moved to approve the 

minutes of the last meeting.  Joe seconded.  Motion carried. Pat moved to approve the county 

vouchers. Joe seconded.  Motion carried.  The clerk was instructed to draw warrants on the 

Treasurer chargeable to the various funds of the county for the following amounts: 

                             

                                 General…………………………….….……......253,210.78 



                                 Road & Bridge…………………….……….......132,047.02                               

                                 Airport……………………………………….……5,654.97 

                                 Employees Benefit……………………………..…1,678.00 

                                 Noxious Weed…………………...…………..........8,198.51 

                                 Alcoholic Treatment…………………………….…..237.50 

                                 Diversion……………………………………………174.50                             

                                 Community Health……………….…...................30,911.11 

                                 Airport Grants………………………………………597.53 

                                 Employee’s P/R Misc W/H……………………..........64.50 

                                 Reg of Deeds Tech………………………………….281.60 

 

Pat said to find out the cost of POW flags and he would find out if someone wants to donate 

money toward buying the flags. 

 

Joe moved to appoint Pat Hall as Chairman. Pat seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Pat moved to appoint Joe Thompson as Vice Chairman.  Joe seconded.  Motion carried.  

 

Vanessa Willis presented the 2014 encumbrance letter for the Stevens County Treasurer in the 

amount of $12,500.00. 

 

Pat moved to allow the 2014 encumbrance letter for the Stevens County Treasurer in the amount 

of $12,500.00.  Joe seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Pat moved to go into executive session for non elected personnel for 10 minutes from 8:35am to 

8:45am with Bob Johnson, County Counselor and Vanessa Willis present.  Joe seconded.  

Motion carried.   

 

Pat moved to go back into executive session for non elected personnel for 15 minutes from 

8:45am to 9:00am with Bob Johnson, County Counselor present.  Joe seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Pat moved to go back into executive session for non elected personnel for 5 minutes from 

9:00am to 9:05am with Bob Johnson, County Counselor present.  Joe seconded.  Motion carried.  

No action taken. 

 

Rodney Kelling came in and discussed the 2011court case on the fire outside of Moscow. 

 

Rodney asked if he could fix up a replacement plan for the fire and ems equipment.  Joe asked 

Rodney if he could get a list of equipment with the cost value. 

 

Tony Martin came in to inform the Commissioners that he is in need of an employee.  He needs 

another mechanic at this time.  Commissioners agreed to allow Tony to get another employee. 

 

Tony discussed having his department work 4 – 10 hour days, on a trial basis, during the time 

they will be doing road repairs.  (Possibly Memorial Day till Labor Day) 

 

Tony informed the Commissioners he talked to Kirkham & Michael about the Highway 51 

project. 

 

Ted Heaton came in to inform the Commissioners that everything is going well at the Sheriff’s 

department. 

 

Vernon Anderson came in to ask about the permit fees. 

 

Joe discussed having fines instead of fees to make it easier for economic development. 

 

Phillip brought in papers for Commissioners to sign. 

 

Pam Bensel presented the 2014 encumbrance letter for the Stevens County Clerk in the amount 

of $7,000.00. 

 

Joe moved to allow the 2014 encumbrance letter for the Stevens County Clerk in the amount of 

$7,000.00.  Pat seconded.  Motion carried. 

 



Pam Bensel presented the 2014 encumbrance letter for the Stevens County Clerk in the amount 

of $5,000.00. 

 

Joe moved to allow the 2014 encumbrance letter for the Stevens County Clerk in the amount of 

$5,000.00.  Pat seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Pat moved to appoint Joe Thompson to the Southwest Guidance Center Board.  Joe seconded.  

Motion carried. 

 

Joe moved to table the appointment of County Counselor until February 17, 2015.  Pat seconded. 

 

Commissioners discussed the lease agreement from John Riddlesperger to rent the 49.6 acres of 

dry land E/2 SW 21-33-37 from the County for one year at a cost of $1,000.00.  Commissioners 

agreed to allow John to rent the land. 

 

By motion the Board adjourned.  

 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk                         ________________________________  

                        Pat Hall, Chairman 

 

 

 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

FEBRUARY 17, 2015 

 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with all members present.  Also 

present were Bob Johnson, County Counselor, Pam Bensel, County Clerk and RoGlenda Coulter, 

Hugoton Hermes.  Pat called the meeting to order.  Dave moved to approve the minutes of the 

last meeting.  Joe seconded.  Motion carried.  Dave moved to approve the county vouchers.  Joe 

seconded.  Motion carried.  The clerk was instructed to draw warrants on the Treasurer 

chargeable to the various funds of the county for the following amounts: 

                             

                                 General…………………………….….……......55,465.71 

                                 Road & Bridge…………………….……….......84,938.24                               

                                 Building………………………………………...11,903.93 

                                 Employees Benefit……………………………171,223.00 

                                 Noxious Weed…………………...………….............69.00 

                                 Highway Improvement…………………………..2,806.72 

                                 Insurance Agency……………………………..124,580.00 

                                 Diversion…………………………………………..394.00                             

                                 Community Health……………….…...................9,316.31 

                                 Employee’s P/R Misc W/H……………………........64.50 

 

Ray Hoggatt sat in on the meeting for the first hour and Paul Kitzke, County Attorney, sat in on 

the meeting also. 

 

Dave asked Paul what is the reasoning for the Special Prosecutor cases.  Paul replied if there is a 

conflict of interest for the County Attorney then there is another attorney appointed to the case. 

 

Pat moved to go into executive session for non elected personnel for 10 minutes from 8:42am to 

8:52am.  Joe seconded.  Motion carried.   

 

Joe moved to go back into executive session for non elected personnel for 5 minutes from 

8:52am to 8:57am with Bob Johnson, County Counselor present.  Dave seconded.  Motion 

carried. 

 

Pat moved to appoint Paul Kitzke as County Counselor to replace Bob Johnson as of April1, 

2015.  Joe seconded.  Motion carried.  Dave voted no. 

 

Josh Morris with Extension Council came in to give an update on the Extension office.  Josh said 

Nancy will be gone for 6 month on sabbatical and Kansas State will be paying for Nancy’s leave 

time.  The Extension budget has enough money to allow the board to trade in the 2009 Suburban 

for a 2015 Suburban without asking the Commissioners for help. 

 

Ted Heaton came in to update on the Sheriff’s department. 



 

Pat moved to go into executive session for non elected personnel for 10 minutes from 9:05am to 

9:15am with Bob Johnson, County Counselor, Ted Heaton and Paul Kitzke, County Attorney 

present.  Joe seconded.  Motion carried.  No action taken. 

 

Tony Martin came in to discuss Road Department projects. 

 

Tony informed the Commissioners that Road 3 has been finished and if any of the land owners 

need an approach, just call into the office. 

 

Tony informed the Commissioners he has ordered road materials for the summer projects. 

 

Tony talked to Jon Halbgewachs with Kirkham and Michael on the Highway 51 project and they 

are waiting on Anadarko so the access road can be finished. 

 

Tony updated Dave on what he was thinking about for the summer time hours for Road and 

Bridge. 

 

Pat moved to appoint Dave as delegate to the WEKANDO Board.  Joe seconded.  Motion 

carried. 

 

Pat moved to appoint Dave as delegate to the Port Authority Board.  Joe seconded.  Motion 

carried. 

 

Erick Nordling came in to discuss the new charges for the Memorial Hall rent.  He felt like 

Rotary should have been in on the decision.  Erick also talked about the deposit being cash and 

not checks.  Pam explained that the County had received several bad checks so it was switched to 

cash only.   

 

Commissioners asked to have the wording on the deposit changed.  Bob says to put checks will 

only be accepted from local businesses, churches and charities.  No personal checks will be 

accepted. 

 

Chris Lund with City on a Hill came in to inform the Commissioners that City on a Hill did not 

merge with the State of Kansas.  City on a Hill decided to merge with SKADAF.  

 

Commissioners asked Paul Kitzke if these organizations are being used and he said it is good to 

have them available when needed. 

 

Chris Lund said he would come back when it is budget hearing time. 

 

Pat informed the Commissioners that he was contacted by Knipp, Inc and another heating/air 

company for the Stevens County Hospital project asking if the County was serious in receiving a 

bid.  The Commissioners agreed they need an approximate cost amount for the project. 

 

Pat said at the ICS training the speaker asked if the County had a resolution in place stating in 

case of an emergency situation could one Commissioner be contacted and make decisions.  

Rodney had on file the resolution that stated one Commissioner had the authority to make the 

decisions at the time, and then contact the other two Commissioners. 

 

Pat moved to go into executive session for attorney/client for 10 minutes from 10:25am to 

10:35am with Bob Johnson, County Counselor and Ted Heaton present.  Joe seconded.  Motion 

carried.  No action taken. 

 

Dave moved to go into executive session for attorney/client pending litigation for 10 minutes 

from 10:38am to 10:48am with Bob Johnson, County Counselor present.  Pat seconded.  Motion 

carried.   

 

Pat moved to approve settlement agreement for the pending litigation on XTO and approval for 

the Commissioner Chairman to sign off on the settlement agreement.  Joe seconded.  Motion 

carried. 

 

The installment payments for the agreement will be paid out of the depletion fund. 

 

By motion the Board adjourned.  



 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk                         ________________________________  

                        Pat Hall, Chairman 

 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

MARCH 2, 2015 

 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with all members present.  Also 

present were Bob Johnson, County Counselor, Pam Bensel, County Clerk and RoGlenda Coulter, 

Hugoton Hermes.  Pat called the meeting to order.  Dave moved to approve the minutes of the 

last meeting.  Joe seconded.  Motion carried.  Dave moved to approve the county vouchers.  Joe 

seconded.  Motion carried.  The clerk was instructed to draw warrants on the Treasurer 

chargeable to the various funds of the county for the following amounts: 

                             

                                 General…………………………….….……....226,797.78 

                                 Road & Bridge…………………….……….....153,514.18  

                                 Airport…………………………………………...5,654.10                              

                                 Building……………………………………….....7,635.44 

                                 Employees Benefit……………………………..92,878.00 

                                 Noxious Weed…………………...…………........7,332.66 

                                 Insurance Agency………………………………..3,729.79 

                                 Diversion……………………………………………64.00                             

                                 Community Health……………….….................28,247.62 

                                 Fire Bequest……………………………………….600.00 

                                 Employee’s P/R Misc W/H……………………........64.50 

                                 Reg of Deeds Tech………………………………….231.90 

 

Paul Kitzke, County Attorney came for the meeting. 

 

Rodney Kelling brought in a list of equipment for the Fire and EMS Departments with 

replacement values.  He asked if he could setup a rotation of every 3 years to buy a new or demo 

fire truck and every 4 years to buy a new ambulance. 

 

Pat says the county valuation will probably be going down again for 2015 and this will need to 

wait until budget time to decide. 

 

Rodney said he had a grant started for bunker gear and SCRA equipment. 

 

Susan Schulte came in with a bid from Southwest Glass and Door Inc in the amount of $2,400.00 

for 1-36” door, installed to replace the north door and frame of the Memorial Hall. 

 

Dave moved to accept the bid from Southwest Glass and Door Inc in the amount of $2,400.00 

for 1-36” door, installed to replace the north door and frame of the Memorial Hall.  Pat seconded.  

Motion carried. 

 

Tony Martin came in to discuss Road & Bridge projects. 

 

Tony says KDOT is intending to spend approximately $8 million in each county.   

 

Tony showed the Commissioners a plan that the Four Winds Golf Course Board asked to have 

more overlay work done at the golf course. 

 

Tony said the City of Moscow maintenance person called and asked if Stevens County Road 

Department would continue to maintain High School Road.  Tony said he didn’t have a problem 

with continuing to maintain it. 

 

Pat moved to go into executive session for non elected personnel for 5 minutes from 9:23am to 

9:28am with Bob Johnson, County Counselor, Paul Kitzke, County Attorney and Tony Martin 

present.  Dave seconded.  Motion carried.  No action taken. 

 

Tony talked about trading some of the Road Department equipment soon. 

 

Ted Heaton came in to give update on the Sheriff’s department. 

 



Eber Phelps with Glassman Corporation and Dale Montgomery came in to discuss the Stevens 

County Hospital project.  Eber asked if they wanted a quote for different types of systems.  The 

Commissioners were mainly interested in the Mitsubishi electric heat and air system like the one 

at the Courthouse. 

 

Eber Phelps said they could do a quote for this system to bring to the next meeting.  He 

explained that the hospital has a lot of rules and regulations that the courthouse would not have.  

Commissioners asked for an energy efficiency system. 

 

Alfredo Don Juan, Tony Hall and Vernon Anderson, Planning and Zoning Administrator came in 

to discuss putting a horse race track in the County.  Tony was here to help Alfredo with 

questions and understanding the answers. Alfredo talked about having races on Sundays and 

selling beer like the one at Rolla.  He has the land picked out to purchase and needs to know 

what he should do to get started. 

 

Bob informed him to get an attorney and find out what needs to be done.  The Commissioners 

would be the one making the final decision after everything is in order. 

 

Pat moved to go into executive session for non elected personnel for 15 minutes from 11:00am to 

11:15am.  Dave seconded.  Motion carried.   

 

Pat moved to go back into executive session for non elected personnel for 10 minutes from 

11:15am to 11:25am with Bob Johnson, County Counselor present.  Dave seconded.  Motion 

carried.  No action taken. 

 

By motion the Board adjourned.  

 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk                         ________________________________  

                        Pat Hall, Chairman 

 

 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

MARCH 23, 2015 

 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with all members present.  Also 

present were Bob Johnson, County Counselor, Pam Bensel, County Clerk and RoGlenda Coulter, 

Hugoton Hermes.  Pat called the meeting to order.  Joe moved to approve the minutes of the last 

meeting.  Pat seconded.  Motion carried.  Dave moved to approve the county vouchers.  Pat 

seconded.  Motion carried.  The clerk was instructed to draw warrants on the Treasurer 

chargeable to the various funds of the county for the following amounts: 

                             

                                 General…………………………….….……....53,937.31 

                                 Road & Bridge…………………….………....28,613.19                              

                                 Employees Benefit…………………………...19,368.00 

                                 Noxious Weed…………………...………….....2,756.11 

                                 Hospital Maint………………………………122,581.83 

                                 Diversion………………………………………....422.35                             

                                 Community Health……………….…................4,730.39 

                                 County Equipment……………………………76,116.00 

                                 Airport Grants……………………………………694.91 

                                 Employee’s P/R Misc W/H……………………...146.07 

 

Vernon Anderson set in on the meeting. 

                                  

Paul Kitzke, County Attorney came for the meeting. 

 

Joe Thompson moved to put a $150.00 cap on the Memorial Hall rental fee for an all day event.  

Pat seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Rodney Kelling came in to inform the Commissioners he would be going to pick up the new fire 

truck.  Bailey Esaray will be driving the truck back.  

 

Pam Bensel presented a computer system update for the various departments in the Courthouse.  

Commissioners approved it. 

 



Gary Baker and Steve Rome came in to discuss the oil & gas law suit with Exxon Mobil and 

XTO Energy.  Gary asked why the law suit has not been made public and how it was being paid.  

He feels the appraisal firm should be accountable for at least part of the pay back instead of the 

tax payers being liable for the full amount.   

 

Steve Rome spoke on behalf of the tax payers.  He was supporting Gary’s ideas on the 

accountability of the appraisal firm. 

 

Dave replied that the tax payers should pay because of the over collection of the taxes.  He feels 

Landmark needs to be involved.  This method of valuation has been in use for many years.  This 

methodology brought in more than the five counties fair share of taxes so the tax payers did 

benefit.  The tax depletion fund can be used to pay for the law suit and if it wasn’t for the 

cooperation of southwest Kansas Commissioners, KLPG and Steve Morris this fund would not 

have been in place.  The fund has been lost but the monies have been reverted back to the 

counties. Dave thanked Gary for coming and expressing his opinion. 

 

Gary asked if it was legal to use this fund.  Dave said yes it was given back to the county to be 

used at the Commissioners discretion. 

 

Pat said there hasn’t been anything to talk about as far as the law suit. 

 

Bob informed Gary that the Commissioners did what they could do by asking Property Valuation 

Department to audit the appraisal methodology.  PVD chose not to come out and audit it so the 

Board of Tax Appeals had to make a decision. 

 

Ted Heaton came in to ask to get two pickup bids.  Commissioners approved. 

 

Tony Martin, Pete Earles and Paul Nordyke came in with a map presentation to show the City of 

Hugoton wanting to expand the sewer line to get Spikes into the city limits. 

 

Pete Earles says it would be better if they would be able to cut Cemetery Road to put the man 

hole in and the road would be closed for 2 days.  He assured that KDI would be able to get in and 

out of their business. 

 

Bob suggested the City of Hugoton to get Greg Bond do a title search to see who owns the right 

of way. 

 

Bob says the contract needs to say that the company cutting the road will be required to maintain 

compaction for a time period. 

 

Tony Martin informed the Commissioners he sent his annual report into State. 

 

Tony asked to repaint the Road and Bridge building.  Commissioners agreed to allow Tony to 

paint.  

 

Tony asked to get one bid for a grader.  Commissioners agreed. 

 

Tony says the Road Department is filling cracks on the paved county roads. 

 

Tony informed the Commissioners that the 4 day 10 hour work week will start on May 4, 2015.  

It will be Monday thru Thursday except on holiday weeks then they will work regular 8 hour 

week. 

 

Tony informed the Commissioners that Chris Snyder asked if the County would gravel the road 

to his shop.  

 

Commissioners said since it is not a school bus route or section line, the County could not do 

this.  

 

Tony says they are still waiting on the City of Moscow to get a survey and easement to work on 

one of the roads in Moscow. 

 

Tom Fuhrmann and Terry Lawhon came in to discuss the gas prices for the County.  Property 

Valuation Department sets the price every year.  Looks like the gas prices will be a little higher 

this year but will not know until May or June. 



 

Joe asked if the royalty owners, school board and cemetery are involved in the law suit.  Tom 

said yes they are and Tom said he would send an email with the break down. 

 

Tom informed the Commissioners that Thompson Reuter is working on an abatement software 

program for the County. 

 

Terry explained that the use value on ag land went up and may help with the loss of gas value. 

 

Warren Willis came to resign from the Hospital Board and suggest someone with a Hispanic 

culture to replace him. 

 

Linda Stalcup and Dave Piper with the Stevens County Hospital/Pioneer Manor came in to 

discuss how the hospital is doing financially. 

 

Linda stated that the Pioneer Manor has almost drained all the hospitals savings.  All the money 

is used for the operation of the facilities, there isn’t any extra to put in savings.  The contractual 

write offs and bad debts are affecting their budget and it is expected to get worse with the Obama 

care rulings. 

 

Dave talked about the revenues and expenditures and how the budget operates. 

 

They discussed the heat/air system for the hospital. 

 

Dave moved to hire Knipp Equipment to do the heat/air system project.  Due to a lack of a 

seconded, the motion dies. 

 

Joe asked how the project works.  Does Knipp manage and get other companies do the work and 

who decides on the subcontractors. 

 

The Commissioners asked to have Christian Knipp come in next meeting and explain the details. 

 

Linda also explained with the Physical Therapy building away from the Hospital site, it has 

caused significate strain on the Hospital funding. 

 

Paula Rowden came in to discuss the water heater storage tank by pass.  She brought a bid from 

Tatro Plumbing to modify piping and install valves as needed to create a bypass around the hot 

water storage tank for a cost of $1,965.00. 

 

Pat moved to allow Tatro Plumbing to modify piping and install valves as needed to create a 

bypass around the hot water storage tank for a cost of $1,965.00.  Joe seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Paula said she requested a gift from Myrtle Parsons Trust for $20,000.00 to help get a 2014 Ford 

Transit van with 5,000 miles at a cost of $24,500.00.  Paula asked the Commissioners if they 

could help with the $4,500.00. 

 

Dave moved to pay the $4,500.00 for the 2014 Ford Transit van out of General Courthouse.  Pat 

seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Paula informed the Commissioners that as of July 1, 2015 the State van will not be with the State 

regulations.  She asked if it could be given to the Pioneer Manor for transporting of the people to 

the doctor. 

 

Commissioners agreed to this request. 

 

Dave moved to go into executive session for attorney/client contract for 5 minutes from 11:37am 

to 11:42am with Bob Johnson, County Counselor present.  Pat seconded.  Motion carried.  No 

action taken. 

 

Joe moved to go into executive session for non elected personnel for 10 minutes from 11:47am 

to 11:57am with Bob Johnson, County Counselor present.  Dave seconded.  Motion carried.  No 

action taken. 

 



Dave moved to reappoint the same member to the County Foundation Board except for Barry 

Angell.  The members are Wayne Tate, Paula Rowden, Patty Lahey, Tom Hicks, John Brower 

and Greg Bond.  Pat seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Pat moved to go into executive session for attorney/client contract for 15 minutes from 12:08pm 

to 12:23pm with Bob Johnson, County Counselor present.  Joe seconded.  Motion carried.  No 

action taken. 

 

Dave moved to go into executive session for non elected personnel for 10 minutes from 12:30pm 

to 12:40pm with Paul Kitzke, County Attorney present.  Pat seconded.  Motion carried.   

 

Pat moved to pay Paul Kitzke $3,000.00 a month to be County Counselor.  The month of 

February he will be paid one fourth of the $3,000.00 and for March he will be paid one half of 

the $3,000.00.  Joe seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Pam Bensel presented a letter to the Commissioners from Stevens County Council on Aging for 

the resignation of Jim Rawlins and to appoint Jim Bell to replace Jim Rawlins as the Moscow 

representative. 

 

Pat moved to appoint Jim Bell to the Stevens County Council on Aging replace Jim Rawlins as 

the Moscow representative.  Dave seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

By motion the Board adjourned.  

 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk                         ________________________________  

                        Pat Hall, Chairman 

 

 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

APRIL 6, 2015 

 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with all members present.  Also 

present were Pam Bensel, County Clerk and RoGlenda Coulter, Hugoton Hermes.  Pat called the 

meeting to order.  Dave moved to approve the minutes of the last meeting.  Joe seconded.  

Motion carried.  Dave moved to approve the county vouchers.  Joe seconded.  Motion carried.  

The clerk was instructed to draw warrants on the Treasurer chargeable to the various funds of the 

county for the following amounts: 

                             

                                 General…………………………….….…….....218,664.03   

                                 Road & Bridge…………………….………......123,348.07  

                                 Airport…………………………………………....5,641.51                              

                                 Building……………………………………….....3,557.33 

                                 Employees Benefit…………………………….-92,878.00 

                                 Noxious Weed…………………...…………........7,513.32 

                                 Diversion…………………………………………1,526.21 

                                 Ambulance Bequest………………………………..100.00                             

                                 Community Health……………….….................34,661.41 

                                 Fire Bequest……………………………………...2,700.00 

                                 Employee’s P/R Misc W/H……………………......398.50 

                                 Airport Grants………………………………......15,806.90 

 

Vernon Anderson came in to observe. 

 

Rodney Kelling came in to show the Commissioners the new fire truck but they were unable to 

look at it at this time. 

 

Shila Moore and Karen Rich came in on behalf of the Hugoton Senior Citizens.  Shila explained 

the situation with Charlie Bill Wagner.  His complaint was about being discriminated against at 

Senior Center when he comes to the center for lunch.  The Commissioners suggested that the 

doors not be opened until 11:00 am when it was time to serve lunch.  Only the employees should 

be allowed in the kitchen area and touch the food or drinks.  Each person should be able to get a 

generous serving of food but if they get another serving that person should pay for two meals.  

The Commissioners will seek legal advice from Paul Kitzke, County Attorney at the next 

meeting. 

 



Lance Brown, District Ranger for the National Grasslands, came in to give an update on the 

Annual Wildfire Operating Plan and talked about the hiring of employees to help in the Elkhart 

area. 

 

Joe asked questions about what Stevens County‘s part is with the Grasslands.  Lance Brown said 

there is less than 1000 acres in Stevens County.  Rodney said he felt everything was fine, for 

Stevens County, with the Annual Wildfire Operating Plan. 

 

Joe moved to accept the Annual Wildfire Operating Plan for 2015-2018.  Dave seconded.  

Motion carried. 

 

Ted came in to open bids for 2 new pickups.   

 

     Riley Chev     2015 Chevrolet Silverado 1500 4WD Crew Cab 143.5” LTZ with 6.2 L V-8     

     with trade 2012 Chevrolet 1500 vin #6821 

                                                                                            $49,305.00 

                                                                        Trade in      - 26,955.00  

                                                                         6 ply tires          865.00 

                                                                                            $23,215.00 

 

      Riley Chev    2015 Chevrolet Silverado 1500 4WD Crew Cab 143.5” LTZ with 5.3L V-8 

      with trade 2013 Chevrolet 1500 vin #6876 

                                                                                            $49,305.00 

                                                                        Trade in      - 26,495.00  

                                                                        10 ply tires         925.00 

                                                                                            $18,725.00 

 

       Ghumm’s Auto Center   2014 F150 4x4 Supercrew 5.0L V8 FFV Engine with trade 2013              

       Chevrolet 1500 vin #6876                                            $39,000.00 

                                                    10 ply tires, Grill Guard      1,500.00 

                                                                         Trade in       -20,000.00  

                                                                                             $20,500.00 

 

       Ghumm’s Auto Center   2014 F150 4x4 Supercrew 5.0L V8 FFV Engine with trade 2012            

       Chevrolet 1500 vin #6821                                            $39,000.00 

                                                    6 ply tires, Grill Guard        1,000.00 

                                                                         Trade in       -20,000.00  

                                                                                             $20,000.00 

 

Dave moved to accept the bid from Ghumm’s Auto Center 2014 F150 4x4 Supercrew 5.0L V8 

FFV Engine with trade 2013 Chevrolet 1500 vin #6876                                            

                                                                                           

                                                                                             $39,000.00 

                                                    10 ply tires, Grill Guard      1,500.00 

                                                                         Trade in       -20,000.00  

                                                                                             $20,500.00 

 

and to accept the bid from Riley Chev for a 2015 Chevrolet Silverado 1500 4WD Crew Cab 

143.5” LTZ with 6.2 L V-8 with trade 2012 Chevrolet 1500 vin #6821 

                                                                                            

                                                                                             $49,305.00 

                                                                         Trade in      - 26,955.00  

                                                                          6 ply tires          865.00 

                                                                                             $23,215.00 

 

Joe seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Tony Martin came in and discussed the K51 highway project.  Tony says Kirkham Michael is 

ready to take bids for the project.  The bids will be opened at the Commissioner meeting on May 

18, 2015 at 10:00am.  The project will start no later than August 24, 2015.  Commissioners had 

some concern about harvest time. 

 

Tony said Terry Jordan called and asked if he could put a cattle guard on a half mile closed 

section line.  Tony told him to talk to the gas company that has a well on the property.   

 



Tony informed the Commissioners that the cracks in the asphalt are being filled.  Tony says the 

cemetery board asked if the Road Department could work on the roads at the cemetery.  Tony 

says if the cemetery board paid for the materials the Road Department crew would do the work. 

 

Phillip Willis came in to discuss spraying the State highway ditches.  Commissioners agreed to 

allow the spraying as needed, but did not accept the State of Kansas contract. 

 

Dave moved to go into executive session for non elected personnel for 7 minutes from 10:24am 

to 10:31pm with Phillip Willis present.  Pat seconded.  Motion carried.   

 

Pat moved to allow Phillip Willis to give Jim Miller a $.50 an hour raise.  Dave seconded.  

Motion carried. 

 

After further discussion, Dave moved to get a gift card from Cabela’s in the amount of $250.00 

to Bob Johnson to show appreciation for the 16 years of hard work for Stevens County. 

 

The Commissioners discussed putting in a surge protector for the Courthouse equipment.  Pat 

will talk to Gary Rowden to see if it would be possible to put the surge protector on the outside 

electric pole coming into the Courthouse.  

 

Commissioners decided to go the Fire station and look at the new fire truck, then adjourn. 

 

By motion the Board adjourned.  

 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk                         ________________________________  

                        Pat Hall, Chairman 

 

 

BOARD OF CANVASSERS MEETING 

APRIL 16, 2015 

 

The Board of Canvassers met at 8:00am to canvass the votes from the April 7, 2015, City/School 

General Election.  Present were Pat Hall, Dave Bozone, Susan Schulte and Pam Bensel, County 

Clerk.     

 

There were 14 Provisional Ballots and all ballots were counted.  These ballots did not change the 

outcome of the election of the first count.   

 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk                         ________________________________  

                        Pat Hall, Chairman 

 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

APRIL 20, 2015 

 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with all members present.  Also 

present were Paul Kitzke, County Attorney, Pam Bensel, County Clerk and RoGlenda Coulter, 

Hugoton Hermes.  Pat called the meeting to order.  Joe moved to approve the minutes of the last 

meeting.  Pat seconded.  Motion carried.  Pat moved to approve the county vouchers.  Joe 

seconded.  Motion carried.  The clerk was instructed to draw warrants on the Treasurer 

chargeable to the various funds of the county for the following amounts: 

                             

                                 General…………………………….….…….....81,051.20   

                                 Road & Bridge…………………….………......26,558.85  

                                 Noxious Weed…………………...………….....30,951.16 

                                 Library……………………………………….…81,028.25 

                                 Alcoholic Treatment……………………………….475.00                             

                                 Community Health……………….…...................7,461.91 

                                 Employee’s P/R Misc W/H……………………........64.25 

 

Robert Rich came in to discuss improvements to the Wellness Center.  Robert explained some of 

the problems that have occurred and dates of last repairs for some of the items.   

 



Robert gave the Commissioners a list of improvements that need attended to.  He prioritized the 

list from the most important item to the least important item. 

 

The Commissioners told Robert to start getting bids for the shower in the men’s bathroom. 

 

Vernon Anderson checked in and gave update on the Planning and Zoning. 

 

Rodney Kelling came in to ask about the fixing the windows on the west of the EMS building.  It 

costs a lot for heating and cooling.  

 

The Commissioners told Rodney to get bids. 

 

Mark Crawford and Don Beesley came in to ask about the law suit update.  Mark asked the 

Commissioners if they knew how much USD 210 would have to pay on the law suit.  Dave says 

they will be talking to the auditors at budget time and will find out for sure how the money 

situation will be handled. 

 

Mark also talked about the heat/air conditioning system at the school needing replaced and 

having to borrow the money for payment.  He says the board has cut expenses back as much as 

possible. 

 

Ted Heaton checked in to report on the Sheriff’s department.  

 

Dave moved to rescind the motion on March 2, 2015 to accept the bid from Southwest Glass and 

Door Inc in the amount of $2,400.00 for 1-36” door, installed to replace the north door and frame 

of the Memorial Hall.  Pat seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Pat moved to accept the bid from Southwest Glass and Door Inc in the amount of $7,550.00 for 

1-36” door and 2-30” doors, installed to replace the north door (ice machine room) and frame 

and 1 east door (kitchen) and 1 north door (table room) of the Memorial Hall.  Joe seconded.  

Motion carried. 

 

Tony Martin came in to report on the Road Department.  Tony says they have finished crack 

sealing.  The cost was $2,261.00 per mile and the sealed 14 miles on Road P. 

 

Pat moved to go into executive session for non elected personnel for 5 minutes from 10:26am to 

10:31am with Paul Kitzke, County Attorney and Tony Martin present.  Joe seconded.  Motion 

carried.  Commissioners resumed open session. 

 

Joe moved to give Koy Watkins a $.60 raise.  Pat seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Commissioners discussed having specification bid sheets on equipment over $10,000.00 so the 

Commissioners to look at prior to the bids being opened. 

 

Pat moved to require specification bid sheets prior to asking for bids of equipment over 

$10,000.00 for the Commissioners to look at.  Joe seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Dave moved to appoint Warren Willis to the Stevens County Foundation Board to replace Barry 

Angell.  Pat seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Tony Martin had bid openings for a 2015 grader.   

     

  Kevin White 

      Foley Equipment   2015 Caterpillar 140M3 motor grader sn:0N9D00347   $308,796.43 

                                                     Trade in 2006 Caterpillar 140H APM02568      97,100.00 

                                                                                                                              $211,696.43 

   Ron McFarlane 

      Murphy Tractor & Equipment Co    2015 John Deere 770G motor grader   $256,364.00 

                                                     Trade in 2006 Caterpillar 140H APM02568       87,500.00   

                                                                                                                              $168,864.00     

 

Dave moved to accept the bid from Murphy Tractor & Equipment Co for a 2015 John Deere 

770G motor grader with a trade in of a 2006 Caterpillar 140H APM02568 at a cost of    

$168,864.00.  Joe seconded.  Motion carried. 

 



Benny Cabrera came in to interview for a position on the Hospital Board to replace Warren 

Willis.  Commissioners asked questions then allowed Benny to tell about himself and express his 

opinions about the hospital and community. 

 

Pat moved to appoint Benny Cabrera to the Hospital Board to replace Warren Willis.  Dave 

seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Pat informed the other Commissioners that Steve Peddicord asked if he could have a flag pole 

put up at the Pioneer Manor.  Steve thought he could get enough donations to pay for everything.  

Commissioners thought this would be a good idea. 

 

The Commissioners discussed the 4 wheeler situation at Russell Lake.  Some of the riders are 

being disrespectful and they aren’t staying in the area designated for the 4 wheelers so the hills 

were taken down. 

 

By motion the Board adjourned.  

 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk                         ________________________________  

                        Pat Hall, Chairman 

 

 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

MAY 4, 2015 

 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with all members present.  Also 

present were Pam Bensel, County Clerk and RoGlenda Coulter, Hugoton Hermes.  Pat called the 

meeting to order.  Dave moved to approve the minutes of the last meeting.  Joe seconded.  

Motion carried.  Dave moved to approve the county vouchers.  Joe seconded.  Motion carried.  

The clerk was instructed to draw warrants on the Treasurer chargeable to the various funds of the 

county for the following amounts: 

                             

                                 General…………………………….….…….....216,590.25   

                                 Road & Bridge…………………….………......116,335.72  

                                 Airport…………………………………………....5,649.38                              

                                 Building………………………………………........526.54 

                                 Employees Benefit………………………………2,794.00 

                                 Noxious Weed…………………...…………........8,757.19 

                                 Highway Improvement………………………….....144.00 

                                 Alcoholic Treatment…………………………….....237.50 

                                 Diversion…………………………………………….14.00 

                                 Ambulance Bequest………………………………..582.96                             

                                 Community Health……………….…..................31,175.61 

                                 Employee’s P/R Misc W/H………………………....64.50 

 

Steve Peddicord came in to discuss putting a flag pole at the Pioneer Manor.  He said he thought 

it would cost between $10,000.00 to $15,000.00 but he has donations to cover the cost.  Any 

monies left over will go to purchase flags.  Steve said he will be meeting with Karroll Wagner, 

Linda Stalcup and Tony McBride to figure the correct cost and placement of the flag pole. 

 

Robert Rich presented the 2016 Wellness Center budget in the amount of $164,118.35. 

 

Pat opened the bids for repairs at the Wellness Center. 

 

   For carpet:   Scantlin’s Furniture     $25,245.24  carpet 

                                                            $35,345.00  carpet squares 

 

                        Finishing Touches      $  2,456.17  carpet 

                        Finishing Touches      $15,651.40  carpet 

 

   For shower:   Lin Goode & Company   $2,548.00  labor and materials 

 

Dave moved to reject all bids for the Wellness Center at this time.  Joe seconded.  Motion 

carried. 

 



Karen Rich, Shila Moore, Steve and Cynda Perry, Jane Lopez, Kay Thrall and Marsha Campbell 

with the Steven County Senior Citizens Center came in to discuss the meals at the Senior Center.  

There are certain individuals causing disruptive behavior and taking two to three times the 

portion amount of food allowed.  Shila, Cynda and Marsha told what they had witnessed during 

meal time at the Center.  Pat asked if the County has the right to refuse anyone. 

 

Nathan Eberline, attorney for Kansas Association of Counties, called the Senior Center and 

talked to different workers at the facility.  Paul Kitzke also had talked to Nathan Eberline and it 

was suggested to get a copy of the written policy for the Senior Center and post it at the Center.  

If the policy is violated three times then the individual causing problems will be asked to leave 

and not return. 

 

Phillip Willis came in to talk about the charges for trash disposal at the Landfill.  He presented 

the cost other counties were charging and how much was paid into State.   

 

Joe moved to charge a $10.00 tipping fee at the Landfill starting July 1, 2015.  Due to a lack of a 

second, the motion dies. 

 

Dave moved to charge a $20.00 tipping fee at the Landfill starting July 1, 2015.  Due to a lack of 

a second, the motion dies. 

 

After further discussion there was another motion presented. 

 

Dave moved to charge a $20.00 tipping fee at the Landfill starting July 1, 2015.  Joe seconded.  

Motion carried. 

 

Phillip talked about the cost share of chemicals for individuals. 

 

Pat moved to do the cost share of chemicals for individuals at a 25% off the rate.  Dave 

seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Phillip informed the Commissioners that the approximate cost of the repairs on the scraper will 

be $108,000.00. 

 

Ted Heaton came in to discuss the Sheriff’s Department.   

 

The Commissioners told Ted they will be requiring spec sheets at the time an entity asks to take 

bids. 

 

Tony Martin came in to inform the Commissioners he received an email from Jon Halbgewachs 

with Kirkham and Michael.  They have 3 bids out on the Highway 51 project, east of town. 

 

Tony talked about the Federal Fund Exchange Program.  The counties receive annual allotments 

for financing, construction and maintenance of county roads based on vehicle registration and 

fuel tax. 

 

There was discussion about the 5 entrances for the new grocery store.  There was an agreement 

that no trucks are allowed on the access road.  Tony says any work done on the access road will 

need to wait till the Highway 51 project is finalized. 

 

Tony presented the 2016 Road and Bridge budget in the amount of $3,400,684.00. 

 

Joe Glassman with Glassman Corporation and Dale Montgomery came to discuss the Hospital heat 

and air system.  Pat informed them that the County has already signed a contract with Knipp 

Equipment Company as Project Manager.  Pat suggested that he call Christian Knipp and talk to 

him about the project. 

 

Dan Allison was asked to came in and update the Commissioners on the Abengoa plant.  Dan 

presented samples of ABBK first fermentation for 2015.  Possibly August or September to get 

consistent runs. Then, end of year should be up for full running of making electricity.  

 

Mark Hinde with Southwest Developmental Services, Inc came in to present the 2016 SDSI  

budget in the amount of $37,423.00.  Verleen Hancock, SDSI Board Member came in to express 

her thoughts. 

 



Jill Reagle with Russell Child Development Center came in to present the 2016 RCDC budget in 

the amount of $25,500.00. 

 

Chris Lund with City on a Hill came in to discuss budget for SKADAF.  The County hasn’t ever 

budgeted for SKADAF, but the County does receive money from the State to help fund SKADAF.  

The County sends $237.50 to SKADAF each month from the funds received from the State.  Chris 

asked the Commissioners if they could help with the remodeling of the office building in Seward 

County by giving $475.00 a month for 2016 totally $5,700.00. 

 

Craig Malone, General Contractor for Carter’s Thriftway, the new grocery store east of town, came 

in to discuss the entrances into the store.  Craig said the store should be opening on June 1, 2015 so 

Justin Carter was concerned about the approaches into the store parking lot. 

 

There was discussion to concrete the entrances at a later date, after the Highway 51 project is 

complete, because the access road will need to be moved at that time.  The Commissioners decided 

to gravel the entrances at this time to keep the dirt from blowing as much. 

 

Susan Schulte came in to inform the Commissioners that the roof in the Memorial Hall was 

leaking.  The roof over the table room was leaking also.  Pat mentioned having D V Douglass 

Roofing, Inc out of Garden City to give a suggestion on what type of repair would be best. 

 

By motion the Board adjourned.  

 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk                         ________________________________  

                        Pat Hall, Chairman 

 

 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

MAY 18, 2015 

 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with all members present.  Also 

present were Paul Kitzke, County Attorney, Pam Bensel, County Clerk and RoGlenda Coulter, 

Hugoton Hermes.  Pat called the meeting to order.  Joe moved to approve the minutes of the last 

meeting.  Dave seconded.  Motion carried.  Dave moved to approve the county vouchers.  Joe 

seconded.  Motion carried.  The clerk was instructed to draw warrants on the Treasurer 

chargeable to the various funds of the county for the following amounts: 

                             

                                 General…………………………….….…….....42,600.36   

                                 Road & Bridge…………………….………......35,092.70 

                                 County Building………………………………...2,115.32  

                                 Noxious Weed…………………...…………..........548.36 

                                 Highway Improvement………………………….5,336.28 

                                 Community Health……………….…..................6,877.42 

                                 Employee’s P/R Misc W/H…………………….......64.50 

 

Vanessa Willis presented the 2016 Treasurer budget in the amount of $180,388.00. 

 

Phillip Willis came in to have the Noxious Weed Management Plan signed. 

 

Phillip presented the 2016 Noxious Weed budget in the amount of $192,250.00, the 2016 Solid 

Waste budget in the amount of $240,450.00 and the 2016 Rodent Control budget in the amount of 

$4,500.00. 

 

Vernon Anderson came in to present the 2016 Planning and Zoning budget in the amount of 

$23,156.00 

 

Susan Schulte came in to discuss the Courthouse and Memorial Hall roofs.  Susan talked to D V 

Douglass Roofing of Garden City and they advised replacing the roof.  They discussed the original 

flat roof and replacing with a pitched roof.  There would be more complications with the pitched 

roof because of the inside drainage system and air conditioners on the roof.  D V Douglass 

estimated $10.00 a square foot being approximately $136,000.00.  Commissioners suggested 

having an architect do a spec sheet for the project before bidding it out. 

 

Susan says the 3 doors in the Memorial Hall are being put in.   

 



Sevalan Brollier and Jim Bell presented the 2016 Moscow Senior Citizens budget in the amount 

of $33,290.00. 

 

Ted Heaton came in to update the Commissioners on the Sheriff’s Department. 

 

Dave moved to go into executive session for non elected personnel for 10 minutes from 9:50am 

to 10:00am with Paul Kitzke, County Attorney and Susan Schulte present.  Pat seconded.  

Motion carried.  Meeting reconvened at 10:00am.  No action taken at this time. 

 

Bob Wetmore with Great Plains Development of Dodge City came in for the regular county visit.  

He discussed grant availability for the different entities.  He informed the Commissioners that 

the grant funding keeps going down across the state.   

 

Sherri Martin came in to present the 2016 Soil Conservation budget in the amount of $32,020.00. 

 

Tony Martin, Jon Halbgewachs with Kirkham and Michael, Chuck Oldaker with KDOT, Tom 

Hicks and Paul Nordyke with the City of Hugoton came in to discuss the bid opening for the K51 

Roadway Improvements. 

 

Jon opened the bids:  J R Sand – Larry Wolfram - in the amount of $1,071,260.76 

                                  APAC – Steve Collins - in the amount of $1,431,440.81 

 

Jon will take the bids to allow KDOT to see and go over the bids. 

 

Tony informed the Commissioners that the asphalt plant is broken down and they are working 

with Hancock Electric and the computer operators. 

 

Tony said he had a call from Jeff Cox on Road M.  Jeff says it is too wide. 

 

Tony Martin presented the 2016 Fair budget in the amount of $115,950.00. 

 

Neal Gillespie came in to present the 2016 Economic Development budget in the amount of 

$119,876.47. 

 

Eunice Schroeder, Stacey Strickland and Bob Eyestone came in to present the 2016 Library budget 

in the amount of $366,853.59 and the 2016 Library Employee Benefit budget in the amount of 

$64,038.07. 

 

Pam Bensel presented the 2016 County Clerk budget in the amount of $125,447.00 and the 2016 

Election budget in the amount of $44,600.00 or $47,500.00. 

 

Robert Davis came in to present the 2016 Airport budget in the amount of $313,604.00.  

 

Josh Morris, Nancy Johnson and Ashley Fiss came in to present the 2016 Extension Council 

budget in the amount of $150,000.00 and the 2016 4H budget in the amount of $13,500.00. 

 

Pat moved to go into executive session for non elected personnel for 10 minutes from 12:09pm 

to 12:19pm with Paul Kitzke, County Attorney and Susan Schulte present.  Dave seconded.  

Motion carried.  Meeting reconvened at 12:19pm.  No action taken at this time. 

 

The Commissioners decided to table the discussion on the Courthouse and Memorial Hall roof 

till next meeting on June 1, 2015. 

 

Pat informed the other two Commissioners that Rodney Kelling had Wolters Construction, Inc 

do a spec sheet to fix the windows on the west of the EMS building.  Wolters indicated a cost of 

$250.00 for the spec sheet, but this was not approved. 

 

Dave moved that courthouse employees are not to exceed 5 hours overtime per pay period.  Joe 

seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Joe moved to allow Susan to advertise a custodian position for 15 hours a week.  Dave seconded.  

Motion carried.  

 

By motion the Board adjourned.  

 



Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk                         ________________________________  

                        Pat Hall, Chairman 

 

 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

JUNE 1, 2015 

 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with all members present.  Also 

present were Paul Kitzke, County Attorney, Pam Bensel, County Clerk and RoGlenda Coulter, 

Hugoton Hermes.  Pat called the meeting to order.  Joe moved to approve the minutes of the last 

meeting.  Pat seconded.  Motion carried.  Joe moved to approve the county vouchers.  Pat 

seconded.  Motion carried.  The clerk was instructed to draw warrants on the Treasurer 

chargeable to the various funds of the county for the following amounts. 

                             

                                 General…………………………….….…….....197,073.91  

                                 Road & Bridge…………………….………......122,772.53 

                                 Airport…………………………………………....5,644.06 

                                 County Building………………………………...11,119.65  

                                 Noxious Weed…………………...………….......11,152.96 

                                 Alcoholic Treatment.……………………………….237.50 

                                 Diversion…………………………………………3,154.73 

                                 Community Health……………….…..................34,399.61 

                                 Employee’s P/R Misc W/H……………………......   64.50 

 

Dave moved to post “No Soliciting” signs on the (3) three doors going into the Courthouse.  Joe 

seconded.  Motion carried.     

 

Robert Rich came in to have bids opened for the Wellness Center for repairs to the bathroom and 

carpet for the entire building. 

 

   Bathroom shower - Lin Goode & Co  36” x 36” X 84” onyx shower with Delta          $3,700.00 

                                                                           shower faucet and shower door 

                                                                           and labor,   

 

                                   Tom Heaton         36” x 36” onyx shower with Delta single          $4,400.00  

 

Joe moved to accept Lin Goode & Co bid for a 36” x 36” X 84” onyx shower with Delta          

shower faucet and shower and labor in the amount of $3,700.00.  Dave seconded.  Motion 

carried. 

 

    Finishing Touches – Mohawk Group Pure Genius Modular Carpet tile                 $25,663.38 

                                      Mohawk Pure Genius/Spectrum V30 cut Pile Broadloom        3,696.00 

                                          carpeting for Aerobic mat                                                  $29,359.38 

 

                                       Mohawk Group Bigelow faculty Remix Broadloom            $23,189.00 

                                          carpeting 

                                       Mohawk Pure Genius/Spectrum V30 cut Pile Broadloom       3,696.00 

                                                                                                                                      $26,885.00 

 

    Flooring America – Shaw Capital III rolled carpet                                                 $20,640.00 

                                     Shaw Capital III carpet tiles                                                    $28,064.00 

 

                                     Shaw No Limit rolled carpet                                                   $22,440.00 

                                     Shaw No Limit carpet tiles                                                     $29,880.00 

 

    Scantlin’s Furniture & Carpet, Inc – carpet tiles                                                     $35,345.00 

                                                               rolled carpet                                                  $25,245.00 

 

Joe moved to accept bid from Finishing Touches for the Mohawk Group Pure Genius Modular 

Carpet tile at a cost of $25,663.38 and Mohawk Pure Genius/Spectrum V30 cut Pile Broadloom       

carpeting for Aerobic mat at a cost of $3,696.00 totally $29,359.38.  Pat seconded.  Motion 

carried. 

 

Mark Crawford and Holly Grubbs came in discuss utilizing the school program at the 

Community Health for the USD 210 school district.  Mark, Larry Lyder and Holly met with 



Paula Rowden and Cammie Heaton would be the individual that would be doing the services 2 

days a week.  Mark Crawford said the school is willing to pay for the services. 

 

Pat moved to have the Community Health Department partner with USD 210 school district.  

Dave seconded. 

 

Tony Martin came in and showed the Commissioners and email he received from Jon 

Halbgewachs.  They are going to visit with Mike Moriarty to find out if the State has any other 

funds available to help finance the overage for the Highway 51 Project. 

 

Tony informed the Commissioners that the asphalt plant is still not in operation.  They are still 

working on getting it up and running. 

 

Tony talked about the counties applying for State Funding. 

 

Tony talked about the Road Department is working on roads around the County. 

 

Karen Rich presented the 2016 Hugoton Senior Citizens budget in the amount of $200,200.00. 

 

Ted Heaton came in to discuss the City of Hugoton Police Department handling their court cases 

all the way through from start to finish. 

 

Paul will check out the situation. 

 

Rodney Kelling presented the 2016 EMS budget in the amount of $223,100.00, the 2016 Fire 

budget in the amount of $173,200.00 and 2016 Civil Defense in the amount of $13,000.00.  

Equipment transfer to County Equipment fund for 2016 totals $250,000.00. 

 

Rodney brought bids in to repair the front wall on the west side and the south side of the EMS 

building to the overhead doors. 

 

          Custom Renovations cost with carpet $37,640.00 

          Wolters Construction cost $35,500.00 plus carpet $7,160.00 totally $42,660.00 

          Harrison Construction cost without carpet $24,125.00 

 

Joe moved to accept bid from Harrison Construction for $24,125.00 with no carpet.  Dave 

seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Joe moved to pay Wolters Construction $250.00 writing the spec bid sheet for the EMS project. 

Dave seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

The Commissioners discussed the sign west of town on Depot Road that indicates the train 

blocking the road into town.  The Commissioners and Rodney had the understanding there would 

be blinking lights showing the tracks being blocked.  Rodney thought the lights might have been 

stolen. Commissioners said they thought there was an agreement between United Ag and the 

City to let people know when a train is here.  It was mentioned that citizens requested a sign at 

the first corner before the blocked intersection, pointing south and saying Hospital this way. 

 

Linda Stalcup and Dave Piper presented the 2016 Hospital budget in the amount of $2,400,000.00. 

 

Stanley McGill came in to present the 2016 Historical budget in the amount of $110,000.00.      

 

Susan Schulte presented the 2016 GIS budget in the amount of $65,902.39 and $10,000.00 transfer 

to the County Equipment fund. 

 

Susan informed the Commissioners a gentleman from Alert Company came in to look at the 

Courthouse and Memorial Hall roofs. 

 

Susan informed the Commissioners that the doors in the Memorial Hall are finished and they are 

working on the tiles. 

 

Leslie Bissell presented the 2016 Southwest Guidance Center budget in the amount of $49,837.50. 

 

Paula Rowden presented the 2016 Stevens County Community Health budget in the amount of 

$505,837.50. 



 

Commissioners informed Paula they agreed to allow her Department to join in with USD 210 

School District.  Paula said Cammie is very excited about starting the program. 

 

Dave moved to go into executive session for non elected personnel for 15 minutes from 11:40am 

to 11:55am.  Joe seconded.  Motion carried.  Meeting reconvened at 11:55am.  No action taken. 

 

Susan came in and the Commissioners discussed hours for Mario Hernandez between each of the 

job duties and hiring another person to help with janitorial. 

 

The Commissioners discussed possibly contracting out the cleaning of the offices in the 

Courthouse.  No decisions were made at this time. 

 

By motion the Board adjourned.  

 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk                         ________________________________  

                        Pat Hall, Chairman 

 

 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

JUNE 15, 2015 

 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with all members present.  Also 

present were Paul Kitzke, County Attorney, Pam Bensel, County Clerk and RoGlenda Coulter, 

Hugoton Hermes.  Pat called the meeting to order.  Joe moved to approve the minutes of the last 

meeting.  Dave seconded.  Motion carried.  Joe moved to approve the county vouchers.  Dave 

seconded.  Motion carried.  The clerk was instructed to draw warrants on the Treasurer 

chargeable to the various funds of the county for the following amounts. 

                             

                                 General…………………………….….…….....23,832.83 

                                 Road & Bridge…………………….………......19,027.33 

                                 County Building………………………………......250.00  

                                 Noxious Weed…………………...…………..........307.56 

                                 Ambulance Bequest………………………………..36.50 

                                 Community Health……………….…..................5,905.28 

                                 Employee’s P/R Misc W/H…………………….......64.50 

 

Vernon Anderson came in to discuss the land east of Brollier Road in Moscow.  Greg and Toni 

Grewell own the land and want to deed it to the individuals that are living on the property.   

 

Joe asked Paul about adverse possession if someone has been living on the property.  Paul 

thought someone had to live on the property for 15 years, but he will check into it. 

 

Paul, Vernon and Greg can get together at a later date. 

 

Vernon talked about the sewer situation at this location.  This needs to be addressed with the 

individuals living on the property.  Commissioners told Vernon to check with Sheri Martin at the 

Soil Conservation about a program that possibly could help. 

 

Vanessa Willis came in to inform the Commissioners about the Exxon Mobil law suit.  There 

will be 6830 tax bills.  She asked if the check amounts under $5.00 could be eliminated.  The 

Commissioners were in agreement to not mail the under $5.00 amounts.   Each royalty owner’s 

amount for the wells will be combined and one check sent to each person. 

 

Paul will decide who should be responsible for paying the amount.  He will let Vanessa know by 

Thursday. 

 

Eunice Schroeder came in to inform the Commissioners that Kim Heger will be going off the 

Library board and there are two names on the list, Rhonda Ray and Ashley Pearcy.  Eunice felt 

they would both be good to serve on the board.  She also mentioned that Shelly Kurt will be 

moving at the end of the 2015 and Megan Meile will be going off in the near future.   

 

Pat moved to appoint Rhonda Ray to replace Kim Heger starting June 15, 2015.  Dave seconded.  

Motion carried. 

 



Ashley Pearcy will be appointed to replace Shelly Kurt at a later date. 

 

Ted Heaton came in to update the Commissioners on the Sheriff’s Department. 

 

Ted presented the 2015 Sheriff budget in the amount of $1,323,232. 

 

Tony Martin came in and said the State approved the bid for the Highway 51 project.   

 

Tony informed the Commissioners that he cut Cemetery Road to relieve the flooding of the pond.  

He will be putting a culvert in to help the flooding situation. 

 

Tony said the asphalt plant is running again after it was hit by the storm. 

 

Paul Nordyke, with the City of Hugoton, came in to ask if Hospital signs could be put up in 

different areas to inform out of town emergency vehicles the direction to the Stevens County 

Hospital due to the unit train blocking ways into town. 

 

Tony said Greg Grewell wants to have the Moscow runway’s cracks sealed.  Commissioners will 

look to see what has been done in the past. 

 

Pam Bensel presented the 2016 Register of Deeds budget in the amount of $100,689.00 and 2016 

District Court budget in the amount of $95,000.00. 

 

Dave moved to go into executive session for non elected personnel for 10 minutes from 10:50am 

to 10:55am with Paul Kitzke, County Attorney present.  Joe seconded.  Motion carried.  Meeting 

reconvened at 10:55am.  No action taken. 

 

Pat moved to adopt Resolution 15-02 stating Proclamation of a State of Local Disaster 

Emergency for Stevens County, Kansas.  Joe seconded.  Motion carried.   

 

Joe moved to allow a marker in memory of Heath Schroeder from Robert Johnson and Wayne 

Tate to be put up on the west side of the Courthouse yard.  Dave seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Don Beesley came in with the new Superintendent, Adrian Howie to introduce him to the 

Commissioners.   

 

Commissioners talked to him about being on the Economic Development board to replace Mark 

Crawford.  Adrian said he would be willing to serve on the Economic Development board.   

 

Pat moved to appoint Adrian Howie to the Economic Development board to replace Mark 

Crawford starting June 1, 2015.  Joe seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Joe gave thanks to Don Beesley for all his hard work for the 210 School Board and community. 

 

Susan Schulte came in to talk to the Commissioners about the water getting into the light fixture 

at the men’s bathroom, the Memorial Hall entry way (the window in the entry way was left open) 

and Register of Deeds vault. 

 

Susan informed the Commissioners that the Memorial Hall camera was not working and needs 

replaced.   

 

Joe moved to buy a new camera compatible with the old one.  Pat seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Susan discussed the estimate from A-lert for budget purposes.  Commissioners discussed the 

electrical and gas line on the roof.  They talked about what is on the roof that will need removed.   

 

Susan was asked by the Commissioners to get an estimate for the cost of removing everything 

off the roof. 

 

By motion the Board adjourned.  

 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk                         ________________________________  

                        Pat Hall, Chairman 

 

 



COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

JULY 6, 2015 

 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with all members present.  Also 

present were Paul Kitzke, County Attorney, Pam Bensel, County Clerk and RoGlenda Coulter, 

Hugoton Hermes.  Pat called the meeting to order.  Pat moved to approve the minutes of the last 

meeting.  Joe seconded.  Motion carried.  Joe moved to approve the county vouchers.  Dave 

seconded.  Motion carried.  The clerk was instructed to draw warrants on the Treasurer 

chargeable to the various funds of the county for the following amounts. 

                             

                                 General…………………………….….…….....330,697.61  

                                 Road & Bridge…………………….……….....188,858.94 

                                 Fair……………………………………………..53,096.96 

                                 Airport…………………………………………...5,611.76 

                                 Services for Elderly…………………………….83,776.39 

                                 Extension Council………………………………63,162.60  

                                 Noxious Weed…………………...…………......21,667.45 

                                 Library………………………………………...112,777.25 

                                 Hospital Maint………………………………...688,354.82 

                                 Road Machinery……………………………....168.864.00 

                                 Alcoholic Treatment……………………………….237.50 

                                 Diversion…………………………………………...320.00 

                                 Community Health……………….….................34,770.94 

                                 Fire Bequest………………………………………..830.00 

                                 County Equipment…………………………….128,887.67 

                                 Reg of Deeds Tech………………………………1,644.80 

                                 Employee’s P/R Misc W/H……………………........96.75    

 

Dennis Krueger came in to observe the meeting. 

 

Vernon checked in to see if the Commissioners had anything for him.  Everything is going good 

in the Planning and Zoning Department.   

 

Sherri Martin came in to discuss how much more the State cut the 2016 Soil Conservation 

budget.  

 

Tony Martin with Road & Bridge came in to have the contract signed for the Highway 51 

project. 

 

Tony says the Road & Bridge guys started sealing the roads today.   

 

Rodney Kelling asked the Commissioners if they would extend Resolution 15-02 for seven more 

days. 

 

Pat moved to extend Resolution 15-02 for seven more days stating Proclamation of a State of 

Local Disaster Emergency for Stevens County, Kansas.  Dave seconded.  Motion carried.   

 

Rodney says the fire truck law suit is settled and wants to take bids for the sale of the truck.  He 

says the county has a rescue truck that could be sold also.  Paul will write a publication to put in 

the paper to take bids. 

 

Rodney told the Commissioners that the ISO ratings were finished.  Hugoton has a 6 rating and 

Moscow has a 7 rating. 

 

Rodney asked about adding a cell phone app subscription for $6,500.00 a year to help inform the 

community of storms in the area. Individuals can sign up for the app and receive either a text, 

call or email when there are storms in the area.  

 

Commissioners felt that the Sheriff’s office does a good job on letting the County workers and 

community know about emergency situations. 

 

Vicki Hubin with Western Kansas Child Advocacy Center came in to ask for a 2016 donation.  

Ted came in to give his support for the program.   

 



Jon Lund, Jim Bell and Curtis Crawford with Moscow City came in to ask if Stevens County 

could help with the improvements, such as water and sewer, on land purchased by the City of 

Moscow to annex into the city.  No decision was made at this time. 

 

Paul Kitzke is handling the legal work for the City of Moscow.    

 

Jon asked questions about the tipping fee at the landfill.  Pat told him it was only for Commercial 

entities only.  Jon felt it was going to be a huge pay increase for Moscow City to deliver trash 

now.  Joe told him to check with Collectia on what the cost increase will be. 

 

Ted Heaton came in with a letter from the Attorney General about some unpaid medical bills to 

the Stevens County Hospital for City of Hugoton prisoners.  Ted continues to ask the 

Commissioners if the City should pay the bills owed. 

 

Josh Morris came in with bids for air conditioning at the 4H Bldg.   

                 

                 Lin Goode & Company     2 Trane 5 ton units         $11,400.00 or 

                                                            2 Goodman 5 ton units   $11,000.00 

 

                 Weber Refrigeration          2 Amana 5 ton units       $15,990.00 

 

                  Moss, Inc                          2 5 ton units                    $12,000.00 

 

Pat said he would ask someone from Ulysses to come and check the present units to see if they 

could be fixed. 

 

Rodney presented a resolution for the Commissioners to adopt. 

 

Pat moved to adopt Resolution 15-04 for the Southwest Kansas (Region C) Multi-Hazard, Multi-

Jurisdictional Hazard Mitigation Plan.  Dave seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Susan Schulte came in to give Commissioners estimates to remove everything off the roof and to 

remove old roof then replace with a flat roof again and another estimate for a metal pitched roof.  

The Commissioners also discussed gutters with down spouts.  The Commissioners asked Susan 

to locate additional roofing companies to bid on replacing the roof. 

 

By motion the Board adjourned.  

 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk                         ________________________________  

                        Pat Hall, Chairman 

 

                                                                     

BOARD OF CANVASSERS MEETING 

JULY 6, 2015 

 

The Board of Canvassers met at 11:30am during regular Commissioner meeting to canvass the 

votes from the June 30, 2015, Special Mail Ballot Election.  Present were Pat Hall, Dave 

Bozone, Joe Thompson and Pam Bensel, County Clerk.   

 

There were 0 Provisional Ballots.  The count remained the same as counted. 

 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk                         ________________________________  

                        Pat Hall, Chairman 

 

 

 COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

JULY 8, 2015 

 

A special meeting was called with the auditors at 8:30am on July 8, 2015 for an audit and budget 

presentation.  Commissioner Dave Bozone, Jim Bell and Pat Hall were present.  Also present 

was Pam Bensel, County Clerk.  

 

Pat Hall, Chairman, moved to open the special meeting at 8:30am. 



 

Theresa Dasenbrock and Lisa Axman with Lewis, Hooper and Dick of Garden City explained 

the 2014 County audit and reviewed the 2016 County budgets with the Commissioners.   

 

Rodney Kelling with EMS/Fire, Tony Martin with Road & Bridge and Fair, Eunice Schroeder 

and Ruth Van Horn with Library, Ted Heaton with Sheriff, Neal Gillespie and Doug Martin with 

Economic Development, Josh Morris, Nancy Honig, Ashley Fiss and Tia Bell with Extension 

Council, Linda Stalcup and Dave Piper with Hospital, Paula Rowden with Community Health, 

and Robert Davis with Airport came in to discuss the 2016 department budgets.  

 

No decision was made on the 2016 budgets at this time. 

 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk                              ________________________________ 

       Pat Hall, Chairman 

 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

JULY 30, 2015 

 

A special meeting was called with the auditors at 1:00pm on July 30, 2015 a continued budget 

presentation.  Commissioner Dave Bozone, Joe Thompson and Pat Hall were present.  Also 

present was Pam Bensel, County Clerk.  

 

Pat Hall, Chairman, moved to open the special meeting at 1:00pm. 

 

Theresa Dasenbrock and Lisa Axman with Lewis, Hooper and Dick of Garden City explained 

the 2014 County audit and reviewed the 2016 County budgets with the Commissioners. 

 

Theresa Dasenbrock talked about using the oil & gas depletion fund to pay for the law suit 

instead of General.  No decision was made. 

 

Theresa informed Pam Bensel, County Clerk that the USD 209 budget would be turned in late. 

 

Paula Rowden came in to inform the Commissioners that she is checking if her Department will 

continue with Nex Tech. 

 

Theresa suggested that the Commissioners have “Department Head Meetings” to inform the 

departments to pay close attention to their budgets. 

 

Ted Heaton and Tony Martin came in to listen about the budget information. 

 

Ted talked about the school paying for the Resource Officer.  He hasn’t received any money 

from either district at this time. 

 

Joe moved to pay for 2 $500.00 deductibles for the 2 Museum signs that were destroyed in the 

storm.  The insurance will pay the remaining amount.  Dave seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Susan came in and gave amounts that could be cut from the 2016 GIS budget. 

 

No decision was made to finalize the 2016 budgets at this time. 

 

Pat moved to approve Resolution 15-03 appointing an Emergency Management Coordinator for 

Stevens County, Kansas.  Joe seconded. 

 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk                              ________________________________ 

       Pat Hall, Chairman  

 

 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

AUGUST 3, 2015 

 



The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with Pat Hall and Joe Thompson 

present.  Also present were Pam Bensel, County Clerk and RoGlenda Coulter, Hugoton Hermes. 

Dave Bozone came in at 9:45am till 10:30am. Pat called the meeting to order.  Joe moved to 

approve the minutes of the last meeting.  Pat seconded.  Motion carried.  Joe moved to approve 

the county vouchers.  Pat seconded.  Motion carried.  The clerk was instructed to draw warrants 

on the Treasurer chargeable to the various funds of the county for the following amounts. 

                                                              

                                 General…………………………….….…….....263,077.74  

                                 Road & Bridge…………………….……….....308,445.70 

                                 Airport……………………………………….......8,479.64 

                                 Employees Benefit………………………………...608.00 

                                 Noxious Weed…………………...…………......24,651.33 

                                 Alcoholic Treatment………………………………237.50 

                                 Diversion………………………………………...1,366.54 

                                 Community Health……………….…................ 42,962.85 

                                 Employee’s P/R Misc W/H…………………….......64.50    

                                 Reg of Deeds Tech………………………………1,066.60  

 

Vernon Anderson checked in to see if Commissioners needed anything from him.  They said 

everything is good. 

 

Rodney Kelling came in and the Commissioners talked to him about health insurance for the part 

time EMTs.   

 

Tony Martin came in and discussed the upkeep of County Road A that runs by Greg Grewell’s 

house.  Greg has been maintaining the road but due to state law, Paul Kitzke will be writing a 

letter to Greg to explain the reason the County is to maintain the road.  

 

Susan Schulte came in to discuss a bill for the Library.  Eunice feels the County should be 

paying for part of the bill.  The mulch was purchased to fill in the parking lot at the Library and 

other landscaping around the building.  Commissioners said the Library should pay for the care 

of the landscaping.   

 

Susan also told the Commissioners about the air conditioning on the third floor.  It will need to 

be replaced at no cost to the County.   

 

Jack Rowden, Mayor, Tom Hicks, Hugoton City Clerk, Frankie Thomas, Hugoton City board 

member and Ted Heaton, Stevens County Sheriff came in to discuss the dispatch billing. 

 

Dave Bozone started the discussion on the shared services of dispatching by the County/Hugoton 

City.  Ten years ago it was decided to change the percentage rate of paying from 50/50 to 70/30.  

Dave mentioned that he was not in favor of the change but it was voted yes by the other two 

Commissioners. At this time the County was able to afford to help the City out with expenses.  

After reviewing the County’s 2016 valuation and budget cuts, there was discussion of the City 

helping the County out by taking back over the 20%.  

 

Tom Hicks explained that the Hugoton City’s 2016 budget has already been published and this 

cost would increase the taxpayer’s taxes tremendously.  Tom also stated that other entities use 

the dispatch services besides the City of Hugoton so should they be helping with the expenses 

also. 

 

Ted explained it should be a 50/50 share cost.  If the City had to do their own dispatching it the 

expense would be a lot more. 

 

Jack stated his view point on the matter and the City knows the County is trying to find ways to 

cut expenses. 

 

Joe commented the County is working hard on saving jobs and looking at all avenues to cut 

expenses.  

 

Joe expressed his appreciation for the City coming in to discuss this matter.  No decision made at 

this time. 

 

Susan came back in to let the Commissioners know that Knipp, Inc will be here September 14 – 

18, 2016 to fix the air conditioning problem on the 3
rd

 floor.   



 

Pat moved to approve the 2016 Stevens County budget hearing set for August 24 at 8:30am.  Joe 

seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Amy Mason came in and explained the Obama care insurance for the EMT part time employees. 

 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk                              ________________________________ 

       Pat Hall, Chairman 

 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

AUGUST 17, 2015 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with Pat Hall and Joe Thompson 

present.  Also present were Paul Kitzke, County Attorney and Amy Mason, Deputy County 

Clerk.  Pat called the meeting to order.  Joe moved to approve the minutes of the last two 

meetings.  Pat seconded.  Motion carried.  Joe moved to approve the county vouchers.  Pat 

seconded.  Motion carried.  The deputy clerk was instructed to draw warrants on the Treasurer 

chargeable to the various funds of the county for the following amounts: 

      General…………………………….….……..........53,805.94 

      Road & Bridge…………………………….……..21,362.90                               

      Building…………………………………………..29,924.62 

      Noxious Weed……………………………………. 9,998.03                                                                       

      Diversion…………………………………….……..1,380.01 

      Community Health…………………...…………..11,287.58 

      Employee’s P/R Misc W/H …………………………..64.50 

Pam Bensel, County Clerk, phoned in that Amy Mason, Deputy Clerk, is to serve as acting 

secretary for commissioner proceedings whenever Pam is unable to, and to inform that she is 

assigning Amy Jo Tharp in the event that Pam and Amy are neither one available. 

Pat asked about the health insurance rates going up in 2016.  Amy presented the commissioners 

with a printout of the cost increase breakdown effective January 2016 and July 2016. 

Joe moved to appoint Ashley Pearcy to the Library Board to replace Shelly Kurt until May, 

2016.  Pat seconded.  Motion carried.   

Joe moved to reappoint Megan Meile to the Library Board until April, 2016.  Pat seconded.  

Motion carried. 

Rodney Kelling came in to present the information he had obtained regarding which surrounding 

counties have full time EMT’s and how they are paid.  The commissioners discussed some 

potential benefits of possibly hiring a few full time EMT’s in the future and asked Rodney if he 

thought there were employees who might be interested in this.  Rodney stated that he felt more 

space would be needed for living quarters at the EMT training center if this transition were to be 

made.  He said the space currently being rented by the church would need to be utilized.  Joe said 

the loss of revenue from the church rent would need to be considered.  Pat & Joe agreed that the 

subject of full time EMT’s needs some further thought and they might consider the possibility 

down the road.                                                                                                   

Rodney asked that because it is possible for EMT’s to fluctuate year to year on qualifying for 

health insurance through the county (due to varying work hours), is it a possibility for the county 

to just pay the health insurance premium for a single plan for the EMT’s who qualify and if the 

employee opts to add spouse &/or children coverage to the plan they could be required to cover 

the difference in the premium amount.  Pat directed the question to Amy for clarification who 

confirmed that this would not be an option.  Based on the law regarding the current Affordable 

Care Act if an entity has a policy in place that pays the full premium for employees who choose 

to add spouse &/or children they have to adhere to the same policy for all employees who qualify 

for health insurance.   

Joe brought up a suggestion made in a previous budget meeting by auditor, Theresa Dasenbrock 

from Lewis, Hooper & Dick that Rodney could maybe spend down the bequest fund.  Rodney 



replied that he has always considered the bequest fund to be a sort of reserved emergency source 

for large unexpected expenses.   

Pat asked Rodney if he could estimate a date when one of the ambulances will need to be 

replaced and Rodney said he had already looked at a couple of demos and will let them know.   

Discussion was held regarding the plans for the power cots for Hugoton and Moscow 

ambulances.   

Rodney informed the commissioners that some of the nicer radios (that allow communication 

between other counties, etc.) may need to be replaced soon.   

Rodney asked Pat if he knew of any updated information regarding the windows that are 

supposed to be replaced at the EMT building.  Pat said Wayne Harrison told him they have 

arrived but he will ask Wayne when they will be installed. 

Tony Martin came in to report that the Road & Bridge grader had been put back together and 

was an easy fix.  He was pleased to know that the rebuilt engine had everything.   

Tony said the crew is trying to continue working on the 2 inch overlay of the roads, as the 

weather permits, stating that the rain has been a challenge.  Road 26 (Woods Road) will need 

patchwork done before the overlay can be applied.  He also assured that some other issues 

pertaining to standing water and culverts are being addressed.   

Tony said he received a notice from the Kansas Highway Association regarding an emergency 

preparedness grant that one mobile 800 radio and two portable radios were supposed to be 

provided, free of charge, to the Road & Bridge Department.  He thinks these will be nice assets 

and then gave the commissioners some paperwork to sign for the grant.  It stated that there is no 

charge to obtain the radios but loss or damage is not the provider’s responsibility.   

Tony said they are in need of a truck with a sand spreader and plow on the front.  He will work 

up a spec sheet.  The commissioners said a decision will occur at a later date pending a question 

they are going to ask Phillip Willis at the landfill and after further discussion.   

Tony reported that the Hwy 51 project negotiations for widening the culvert by KDI will 

commence on August 24, 2015.  Tony, Paul, Pat, Joe and Ted Heaton agreed the speed limit 

should be reduced coming into Hugoton on Hwy 51 near KDI and the Thrifty King grocery store 

and Paul suggested he send a letter to the chairman of KDOT expressing this need and inquiring 

of the process for getting the speed limit reduced.  Joe moved that Paul send the letter.  Pat 

seconded.  Motion carried.   

Tony asked if bids can be taken for 2 pickup trucks for his department.  He presented the 

commissioners with spec sheets.  Joe moved to approve Tony getting bids for 2 pickups.  Pat 

seconded.  Motion carried.  Bids will be opened at the September 8, 2015 commissioner meeting 

@10:00 AM.   

Ted Heaton informed the commissioners that the new AC unit for the Sheriff IT room was 

supposed to be arriving that day.  He has been using a portable one from the courthouse to keep 

the room at the required temperature. 

The commissioners stated that they feel it would be a good idea for all the department heads to 

have departmental meetings to discuss and exchange ideas with one another.  They will discuss 

further at a later date the possibility of implementing this. 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

Attest: Amy Mason, Deputy County Clerk    __________________________            

        Pat Hall, Chairman 

 

 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

AUGUST 24, 2015 

 



The Board of County Commissioners met for the Stevens County 2016 Budget hearing with all 

members present.  Also present were Pam Bensel, County Clerk. 

 

Pat declared the Stevens County 2016 Budget hearing open at 8:30am.   

 

Joe moved to adopt the official 2016 Stevens County Budget.  Dave seconded.  Motion carried.  

 

Pat moved to close the 2016 Budget hearing at 8:40am. 

 

Pat moved to go into executive session for trade secrets for 30 minutes from 8:55am to 9:25am 

with Neal Gillespie and Mark Faulkner.  Dave seconded.  Motion carried.   

 

Pat moved to go back into executive session for trade secrets for 15 minutes from 9:25am to 

9:40am with Neal Gillespie and Mark Faulkner.  Dave seconded.  Motion carried.  Meeting 

reconvened at 9:40am.   

 

Dave moved to instruct Paul Kitzke to draft a new resolution to modify Resolution 01-06 to be in 

compliance with State Supreme Court and Kansas Department of Health and Environment.  Pat 

seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Commissioners mentioned that the KS Hwy 51 project will begin on August 24
th

, 2015.   

 

Dave started the discussion of Hugoton City helping with paying more of the dispatch billing. 

After further discussion, no decision was made.  The Commissioners will discuss more at a later 

date. 

 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk                              ________________________________ 

       Pat Hall, Chairman 

 

 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

SEPTEMBER 8, 2015 

 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with all members present.  Also 

present were Pam Bensel, County Clerk and RoGlenda Coulter, Hugoton Hermes.   Joe moved to 

approve the minutes of the last meeting.  Pat seconded.  Motion carried.  Pat moved to approve 

the county vouchers.  Dave seconded.  Motion carried.  The clerk was instructed to draw 

warrants on the Treasurer chargeable to the various funds of the county for the following 

amounts. 

                                                              

                                 General…………………………….….…….....249,441.11  

                                 Road & Bridge…………………….……….....338,875.50 

                                 Airport……………………………………….......5,592.13 

                                 Building……………………………………….…8,225.18 

                                 Noxious Weed…………………...…………........9,517.35 

                                 Alcoholic Treatment…………………………….…237.50 

                                 Diversion…………………………………………...302.75 

                                 Community Health……………….….................36,444.63  

                                 Reg of Deeds Tech…………………………………845.27 

                                 Employee’s P/R Misc W/H……………………....... 96.75   

 

Phillip Willis came in to ask if he needed to take bids to trade the 4-wheeler if it is under 

$10,000.00.  The Commissioners said bids were not necessary. 

 

Phillip said there’s a lot of concrete at the landfill and asked if the County could pay to have it 

crushed.  Then when the concrete is sold, the money goes back to General/Misc-County 

Concrete in the revenue section.  Commissioners agreed to pay for the crushing of the concrete. 

 

Phillip asked about charges for individuals or companies buying dirt at the landfill, so the 

Commissioners discussed the cost. 

 

Dave moved to charge $3.00 a ton for the people to load the dirt themselves and $5.00 a ton if 

the County loads the dirt.  Joe seconded.  Motion carried. 



 

Pat moved to go into executive session for personnel for 10 minutes from 8:50am to 9:00am with 

Pam Bensel present.  Dave seconded.  Motion carried.  Meeting reconvened at 9:00am.  No 

action taken at this time. 

 

Paul Kitzke talked to KDOT about changing the speed limit coming into town on Highway 56, 

east of town. 

 

Rodney Kelling brought in carpet samples and a bid from Finishing Touches for the EMS 

building.  The bid was not opened and the Commissioners asked Rodney to get more bids before 

they decide. 

 

Rodney informed the Commissioners that he needs to replace 6 radios used for EMS/Fire and 

they are having trouble with the repeater at the northeast corner of town. 

 

Susan Schulte came in to discuss the roof for the Memorial Hall and Courthouse.  Susan asked if 

they wanted flat or pitched roof.  Commissioners asked her to get a spec sheet so they could 

check the cost. 

 

Susan informed them there is still water going underneath the building from the south outside 

corner by the Memorial Hall entrance.  Commissioners will decide what avenue to take with that 

area. 

 

Susan informed the Commissioners about the elevator door not working properly.  The elevator 

maintenance person says it is working correctly but then it doesn’t open all the way, so he has to 

come back to work on it again.  He’s trying to decide what needs to be done to correct the 

problem. 

 

Ted Heaton came in to discuss the Sheriff’s department.   

 

Pat moved to raise the speed limit on Whitham Road from 20 to 40mph.  For a lack of a second, 

the motion dies.  Commissioners decided to table the motion till Ted and Tony go look and 

decide at what point the speed needs to change from 20mph. 

 

Pat asked to have the phone bill in the Commissioners room checked.  Pat asked if the calls 

could be transferred into the Commissioners room. 

 

Tony Martin came in and said there were contractors calling about rules for the transmission 

lines going up. 

 

The overlay of County roads should be finished in 4 to 5 days.  They have 1 to 2 miles to finish, 

south of Highway 51.  Next week the Road Department will start back on 8 hour days. 

 

As of August 24, 2015, J R Sands of Liberal, Kansas started working on the Highway 51 project.  

Kirkham and Michael will be helping with the billing for the project to receive the monies back 

from the Kansas Department of Transportation. 

 

Tony says he is checking the approach off of Kennedy Street. 

 

Bids were opened on two pickups for the Road Department. 

 

       Ghumm Auto                  2015 F-150 4x4 ext Super cab        $41,550.00 

                              Trade        2005 F-150 Chev                             -14,000.00  

                                                                                Total               $27,550.00 

 

       Ghumm Auto                  2015 F-150 4x4 Crew cab               $44,750.00 

                              Trade        2002 F-250 Ford 4x4 Diesel            -15,000.00   

                                                                                 Total              $29,750.00     

 

       Ghumm Auto                  2015 F-150 4x4 ext Super cab        $39,750.00 

         (Alt bid)       Trade        2005 F-150 Chev                             -14,000.00  

                                                                                 Total              $25,750.00 

 

       Riley Chevrolet Buick    2015 Silverado LT Double Cab      $43,970.00 

                                                                         4x4 Automatic 



                              Trade        2005 F-150 Chev                            - 16,203.60  

                                                                                Total               $27,766.40      

 

      Riley Chevrolet Buick    2015 Silverado LT Crew Cab          $45,060.00 

                                                                          4x4 Automatic 

                             Trade        2002 F-250 Ford 4x4 Diesel             -16,863.80 

                                                                                 Total              $28,196.20 

 

Dave moved to accept bid from Riley Chevrolet Buick for a 2015 Silverado LT Double Cab 4x4 

Automatic with trade of a 2002 F-250 Ford 4x4 Diesel for a cost of $27,766.40 and the bid from 

Ghumm Auto for a 2015 F-150 4x4 ext Supercar with trade of a 2005 F-150 Chev for a cost of 

$27,550.00.  Joe seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Neal Gillespie, Economic Development Board members and Chamber Board members came in 

to discuss the Economic Development/ Chamber secretary.  Present were Neal Gillespie, Toby 

Kehn, Leslie Hoggatt, Cathy Wolters, Ruth Van Horn, Courtney Leslie, Doug Martin, Curtis 

Crawford, and Judy Parsons.   

 

Toby asked if the Commissioners would be willing to pay the allocated the monies for the 

Economic Development secretary, $14,000.00, out of Economic Development fund to the 

Chamber of Commerce Board starting January 1, 2016. 

 

Commissioners agreed to pay to the Chamber of Commerce Board starting January 1, 2016, the 

monies allocated for an Economic Development/ Chamber of Commerce secretary in the amount 

of $14,000.00. 

 

Amy Mason took over taking minutes at this time. 

 

Sevalan Brollier, Jim Rawlins, Debbie Stoddard and Jim Bell with the Moscow Senior Citizens 

came in to discuss the 2016 budget. 

 

Sevalan feels the amount allocated to the Senior Citizens for 2016 will not be enough to operate 

and they will have to close the doors. 

 

Dave suggested they come to the Commissioners when any building needs arise and the cost 

should be out of the building fund. 

 

Dave wants Pam to check other counties to see what the mill levy and budgets are for their 

Senior Centers. 

 

Dave says it will not close down and they will figure out a solution. Dave commended them on 

managing their money well. 

 

Pat suggested calling Theresa Dasenbrock and asking if the 1 mill levy was voted on, could the 

Commissioners amend it. 

 

Pat LeClerc came in to update the Commissioners on the BC-BS State Plan. 

 

The vision plan is changing to the Surency Company. 

 

Employees who terminate employment, the insurance will end that day instead of the end of the 

month.  The County will be reimbursed for the difference of the month’s premium. 

 

The insurance changes will be effective as of January 1, 2016. 

 

Pat moved to change the Courthouse custodians under the County Clerk Department instead of 

GIS Department effective immediately.  

 

Pat moved for Susan’s pay to be changed from hourly to salary, (current hourly wage of $22.55 

times 1820 hours) effective at the beginning of the next pay period, September 20, 2015.  Joe 

seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Pat moved to go into executive session for personnel for 5 minutes from 11:50am to 11:55am 

with Susan Schulte present.  Joe seconded.  Motion carried.  Meeting reconvened at 11:55am.   

 



By motion the Board adjourned. 

 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk                              ________________________________ 

       Pat Hall, Chairman 

 

 

 

                                                   COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

SEPTEMBER 21, 2015 

 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with Pat Hall and Joe Thompson 

present.  Also present were Paul Kitzke, County Attorney, Pam Bensel, County Clerk and 

RoGlenda Coulter, Hugoton Hermes. Pat called the meeting to order.  Pat moved to approve the 

minutes of the last meeting.  Dave seconded.  Motion carried.  Joe moved to approve the county 

vouchers.  Dave seconded.  Motion carried.  The clerk was instructed to draw warrants on the 

Treasurer chargeable to the various funds of the county for the following amounts. 

                                                              

                                 General…………………………….….…….....22,883.61  

                                 Road & Bridge…………………….………....100,009.63 

                                 Building………………………………………..15,000.00 

                                 Noxious Weed…………………...………….......3,599.28                                

                                 Community Health……………….…................. 5,155.09 

                                 Employee’s P/R Misc W/H…………………….......64.50    

 

Commissioners received a letter from the Hugoton Senior Citizen Center asking to appoint 

Calvin May to replace Wendell Swinney as of September 21, 2015. 

 

Dave moved to appoint Calvin May to replace Wendell Swinney as of September 21, 2015 to the 

Stevens County Council on Aging in Hugoton.  Pat seconded.  Motion carried. 

   

Pat moved to appoint Dave as voting delegate for KAC with Joe as alternate and Pat as second 

alternate. Joe seconded. Motion carried. 

 

Joe moved to appoint Pat as voting delegate for KCAMP with Joe as alternate. Dave seconded.   

Motion carried. 

 

Pat moved to appoint Joe as voting delegate for KWORCC with Pat as alternate.  Dave seconded.  

Motion carried. 

 

Vernon Anderson came in to check on the amended CAFO regulations.   

 

Dave moved to adopt Resolution 15-05 stating setback requirements change from 6,000 feet to 

4,000 feet same as Kansas Statue.  Pat seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Nancy Honig came in to ask about the remaining 2015 budget monies for Extension Council.  

There will be one more distribution of taxes on October 31, 2015 to finish out the distributing of 

cash that funds the budgets. 

 

The Commissioners will discuss the matter and make a decision at a later date. 

 

Nancy discussed the possibility of some of the surrounding counties joining together to become 

one Extension Council group.   

 

Pat was concerned about Stevens County not having any say about the monies levied for the 

Extension Council.  Nancy told the Commissioners they would appoint the board the 1
st
 time and 

then the board would be elected by the citizens from then on. 

 

Rodney Kelling brought in spec sheets to send out for carpet bids at the EMS building.   

 

Commissioners moved to approve Rodney getting bids for the carpet. 

 

Ted Heaton came in to discuss the Sheriff’s Department. 

 

Commissioners, Paul Kitzke, Ted Heaton and Tony Martin discussed the speed limit on Road Y 

and Highway 56 (Moscow/Hooker Road). 



 

Commissioners asked Paul Kitzke to draw up a resolution to change the speed limit on Road Y and 

Highway 56 (Moscow/Hooker Road). 

 

Tony Martin said the Road Department has finished overlaying but is still working on patching the 

roads. 

 

Tony gave the Commissioners an approximate dollar amount saved on labor and utilities by 

switching from 8 hour day to a 10 hour day during the summer time. 

 

Tony was discussing getting radios to put in the Road Department pickups. 

 

Dave mentioned that he has not seen any Hospital signs that the City of Hugoton was going to put 

up in different areas to inform out of town emergency vehicles the direction to the Stevens County 

Hospital due to the unit train blocking ways into town. 

 

Tony said he would check with Paul Nordyke, with the City of Hugoton. 

 

Carl Eyman with KWORCC insurance (workman’s comp) for the County came in to show the 

Commissioners the different claims and the amount of money that has been spent in the different 

years. 

 

Carl talked about safety trainings for the different entities.   

 

Susan Schulte came in to present a specification sheet to get bids for the roof on the Memorial Hall 

and Courthouse. 

 

Pat moved to have Susan get bids and to be opened on November 2, 2015 for a flat roof on the 

Memorial Hall and Courthouse.  Joe seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Pat moved to go into executive session for non elected personnel for 5 minutes from 10:18am to 

10:23am with Susan Schulte.  Dave seconded.  Motion carried.  Meeting reconvened at 10:23am.  

No action taken. 

 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk                              ________________________________ 

       Pat Hall, Chairman 

 

 

 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

OCTOBER 5, 2015 

 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with all members present.  Also 

present were Pam Bensel, County Clerk and RoGlenda Coulter, Hugoton Hermes.   Joe moved to 

approve the minutes of the last meeting.  Pat seconded.  Motion carried.  Dave moved to approve 

the county vouchers.  Joe seconded.  Motion carried.  The clerk was instructed to draw warrants 

on the Treasurer chargeable to the various funds of the county for the following amounts. 

                                                              

                                 General…………………………….….…….....216,720.87  

                                 Road & Bridge…………………….……….....363,057.00 

                                 Airport……………………………………….......5,609.72 

                                 Building………………………………………...15,098.70 

                                 Noxious Weed…………………...…………........7,919.63 

                                 Road Machinery………………………………..27,550.00 

                                 Noxious Weed Equipment………………………7,700.00 

                                 Highway Improvement…………………………..2,668.87 

                                 Alcoholic Treatment…………………………….…237.50 

                                 Diversion………………………………………….....50.84 

                                 Insurance Agency Damages……………………..3,930.00 

                                 Community Health……………….….................35,062.55  

                                 Employee’s P/R Misc W/H……………………....... 64.50   

 



Pat moved to approve the additional expenses to finish the EMS building in the amount of 

$1,800.00.  Joe seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Vernon Anderson checked in to see if Commissioners needed anything from him.  They said 

everything is good. 

 

Pat moved to replace GAAP Resolution 15-01 with GAAP Resolution 15-06 due to the changes 

of the wording by State Statute.  Joe seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Joe moved to accept Resolution 15-07 stating the desires to amend the posted speed limit on 

County Road 20 between County Road Y and Kansas Highway 56.  Dave seconded.  Motion 

carried. 

 

Rodney Kelling brought in bids for carpet for the EMS building. 

 

    Finishing Touches      Mohawk Group Pure Genius Broadloom Carpeting        $6,194.25 

                                        

    Finishing Touches      Mohawk Group Pure Genius Modular Carpet Tile          $8,708.38 

 

    J & M Paint & Wallcovering   Mohawk Group Pure Genius Broadloom Carpeting   $6,297.00   

 

Joe moved to accept bid from Finishing Touches for Mohawk Group Pure Genius Broadloom 

Carpeting in the amount of $6,194.25.  Dave seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Tony Martin came in and discussed roads being torn up by the truck traffic.  He talked about 

what the State Statute says concerning this situation. 

 

Ted Heaton checked in and reported everything is going good in the Sheriff’s Department.      

 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk                              ________________________________ 

       Pat Hall, Chairman 

 

 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

OCTOBER 19, 2015 

 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with all members present.  Also 

present were Paul Kitzke, County Attorney, Pam Bensel, County Clerk and RoGlenda Coulter, 

Hugoton Hermes.  Dave moved to approve the minutes of the last meeting.  Pat seconded.  

Motion carried.  Pat moved to approve the county vouchers.  Dave seconded.  Motion carried.  

The clerk was instructed to draw warrants on the Treasurer chargeable to the various funds of the 

county for the following amounts. 

                                                              

                                 General…………………………….….…….....56,659.99  

                                 Road & Bridge…………………….………......71,892.36 

                                 Noxious Weed…………………...…………..........169.45 

                                 Diversion………………………………………..1,081.44                                                                                        

                                 Community Health……………….…................15,337.88                             

                                 911 E Wireless…………………………………..3,704.15 

                                 Employee’s P/R Misc W/H…………………….......64.50   

 

Pat moved to appoint Gwen Rawlins and Crystal Bach to the Southwest Kansas Area Agency on 

Aging board.  Dave seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Phillip Willis came in to have the Stevens County Solid Waste Management Plan letter 

approved.  It states that Stevens County Landfill now charges the City of Hugoton and any other 

trash hauling company that operates within Stevens County and brings trash into the Stevens 

County Landfill twenty dollars per ton.   

 

Pat moved to approve the Stevens County Solid Waste Management Plan letter.  Dave seconded.  

Motion carried. 

 



Pat moved to allow Phillip to take bids for crushing concrete and asphalt with bids to be opened 

on November 16, 2015 at 9:00am.  Dave seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Pat moved to drop the Surency Company for vision insurance and accept Superior as the 

County’s vision insurance.  Dave seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Tony Martin said the Road Department is finished with the asphalt work for this season. 

 

Tony brought a specification sheet in for 1 2016 Tandem bid with a snow plow and sand 

spreader attachment. 

 

Pat moved to allow Tony to get bids for a 2016 Tandem with a snow plow and sand spreader 

attachment to open on November 2, 2015 at 9:30am.  Dave seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Tony informed the Commissioners that the speed limit sign at Moscow has been changed. 

 

Ted Heaton came in and said everything good at the Sheriff’s Department.  He asked the 

Commissioners if they had anything for him. 

 

Nancy Honig brought in the revised Extension Council budget for 2016 in the amount of 

$135,000.00 to be signed. 

 

Nancy invited the Commissioners to a District informational meeting on the combining of 

counties to become a new Extension Council District.  The meeting will be November 9, 2015 at 

6:30 pm at the 4H Building.  

 

Nancy explained that the Commissioners would appoint the board the 1
st
 time and then the board 

would be elected by the citizens at the General Elections in November. 

 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk                              ________________________________ 

       Pat Hall, Chairman 

 

  

 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

NOVEMBER 2, 2015 

 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with all members present.  Also 

present were Paul Kitzke, County Attorney, Pam Bensel, County Clerk and RoGlenda Coulter, 

Hugoton Hermes.   Joe moved to approve the minutes of the last meeting.  Dave seconded.  

Motion carried.  Joe moved to approve the county vouchers.  Dave seconded.  Motion carried.  

The clerk was instructed to draw warrants on the Treasurer chargeable to the various funds of the 

county for the following amounts. 

                                                              

                                 General…………………………….….…….....194,426.63  

                                 Road & Bridge…………………….………......110,655.20 

                                 Airport………………………………………........5,641.19 

                                 Noxious Weed…………………...………….........6,761.57 

                                 Highway Improvement………………………..255,987.95 

                                 Alcoholic Treatment…………………………….…237.50 

                                 Diversion………………………………………...1,074.97 

                                 Community Health……………….….................34,158.55  

                                 Employee’s P/R Misc W/H……………………....... 64.50   

 

Seth Gillespie came in to interview for the Stevens County Hospital board member position.  

Commissioners asked Seth questions and he explained his outlook on the position. 

 

Joe moved to appoint Seth Gillespie to the Stevens County Hospital board to replace Dean Van 

Horn for the remaining of his 3 year term.  Seth starts 11-2-2015 through 12-31-2018.  Pat 

seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Tony Martin came in and reported that the Highway 51 project is not completed and the amount 

of days has expired.   



 

Tony said the Road and Bridge guys have winterized the asphalt plant. 

 

Tony came in to have bids for a 2016 Tandem with a snow plow and sand spreader attachment.   

 

       Joe Moss with Peterbilt of Garden City     2016 Peterbilt tandem                   $117,650.00  

                                                                           Snow Plow & v box spreader           57,592.00 

                                                            Trade in  93 Ford L900 dump truck               -10,000.00   

                                                                                                                                 $165,242.00  

 

      Travis Apsley with Liberal Kenworth        2016 Kenworth T800 dump truck  $114,881.00              

                     (Sent in a bid)                              Snow Plow & v box spreader             57,592.00 

                                                            Trade in 93 Ford L900 dump truck                 -13,500.00   

                                                                                                                                  $158,973.00  

 

After discussion, Tony informed the Commissioners that the bid from Liberal Kenworth did not 

meet the specifications sent out.  

 

Joe moved to accept the bid from Peterbilt for a 2016 Peterbilt tandem and snow plow & v box 

spreader with trade in of a 93 Ford L900 dump truck at a cost of $165,242.00.  Dave seconded.  

Motion carried. 

 

Ted Heaton came in to ask if he could change the name of Feterita to Heaton Meadows.   

 

Susan Schulte brought in bids for the Memorial Hall and Courthouse roofs.   

 

            Kevin Gwaltney with Diamond Roofing               $136,570.00 

            Richard Vertrees with Aqua Shield Roofing         $129,208.97 

 

Dave moved to accept the bid from Aqua Shield Roofing in the amount of $129,208.97 to 

replace the Memorial Hall and Courthouse roof.  Pat seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Neal Gillespie came in to bring the Commissioners hunting caps. 

 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk                              ________________________________ 

       Pat Hall, Chairman 

 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

NOVEMBER 16, 2015 

 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with all members present.  Also 

present were Paul Kitzke, County Attorney, Pam Bensel, County Clerk and Marie Austin, 

Hugoton Hermes.  Joe moved to approve the minutes of the last meeting.  Dave seconded.  

Motion carried.  Joe moved to approve the county vouchers.  Dave seconded.  Motion carried.  

The clerk was instructed to draw warrants on the Treasurer chargeable to the various funds of the 

county for the following amounts. 

                                                              

                                 General…………………………….….…….....35,884.44  

                                 Road & Bridge…………………….………....121,796.59 

                                 Fair……………………………………………....2,969.82 

                                 Services for Elderly……………………………..4,676.04 

                                 Extension Council………………………………3,504.52 

                                 Noxious Weed…………………...…………..........139.68 

                                 Library…………………………………………48,029.44 

                                 Hospital Maint…………………………………51,191.22 

                                 Diversion………………………………………….159.00                                                                                        

                                 Community Health……………….…................13,579.06                            

                                 Employees Benefit-Library……………………65,235.89 

                                 Employee’s P/R Misc W/H…………………….......64.50   

 

Ted Heaton stopped in to check if Commissioners needed anything and says everything going 

good at Sheriff’s office. 

 



Commissioners had Vanessa Willis come in to discuss the money in the depletion fund.  They 

are checking on interest for CD’s for investing the money. 

 

Rodney Kelling came in to present 3 bids for 6 mobile radios from Snyder Radio-$6,521.00, 

Mobile Radio-$7,155.50 and Nex-Tech-$6,500.00. 

 

Dave moved to accept the bid from Snyder Radio for 6 mobile radios in the amount of 

$6,521.00.  Joe seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Rodney talked about a new ambulance. There is a demo ambulance that could be brought in if 

they wanted to look at it. 

 

Phillip Willis brought in bids for 3,000 ton concrete crushing and 1,100 ton asphalt crushing. 

 

                   Heartstone - $39,105.00 

                   S&S Rock Crushing - $47,740.00 

                   Lee Construction Inc - $38,775.00 

 

Pat moved to accept the bid from Lee Construction Inc in the amount of $38,775.00.  Joe 

seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Phillip informed the Commissioners that Bultman Tire is bringing chopped tires into the landfill 

without being charged.  Phillip asked if he could charge Bultman Tire $158.00 a ton to bring 

chopped tire into the Landfill. 

 

Pat moved to allow Phillip to charge Bultman Tire $158.00 a ton to bring chopped tire into the 

Landfill.  Joe seconded.  Motion carried.   

 

Tony Martin came in and discussed the Highway 51 project with the Commissioners.  Tony said 

he talked with J R Sands about when the project could be finalized. 

 

Tony said at Road 13 and Road L there is a blind corner, so he asked if he should put stop signs 

at the corners.  Tony and Commissioners will check the corner out and discuss next meeting. 

 

Ted Heaton gave his opinion and Paul Kitzke said he needs to draw up a resolution if they decide 

to put up stop sign. 

 

Pat moved to go into executive session for non elected personnel for 5 minutes from 9:30am to 

9:35am with Tony.  Joe seconded.  Motion carried.  Meeting reconvened at 9:35am.  No action 

taken. 

 

Joe asked about paying part of the bills from previous years that Moscow Senior Citizens spent 

on the Senior Citizens building.  No decision was made. 

 

Nancy Honig, Josh Morris and Tia Bell came in to about the redistricting of the Extension 

Council to join other counties. 

 

Pat moved to set the starting wage of a newly elected or appointed County Clerk, County 

Treasurer or Register of Deeds at $35,000.00 for purpose of election.  Joe seconded.  Motion 

carried. 

 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk                              ________________________________ 

       Pat Hall, Chairman 

 

 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

NOVEMBER 23, 2015 

 

A special meeting was called with Knipp Equipment, the Hospital Board and Hospital 

maintenance at 6:00pm on November 23, 2015 for discussion on the HVAC system upgrade 

project.  Commissioner Dave Bozone, Joe Thompson and Pat Hall were present.  Also present 

was Pam Bensel, County Clerk.  

 



Christian Knipp, Dwayne Vaughn and Phil Voegeli with Knipp Equipment, Linda Stalcup, Kirk 

Heger, Benny Cabrera and Keith Rome with Stevens County Hospital Board and Trevor 

Mangels as Hospital maintenance. 

 

Pat Hall, Chairman, moved to open the special meeting at 6:00pm.   

 

Dwayne presented two proposals for the North end of the Hospital in the amount of 

$2,243,466.00 and $2,492,782.00. 

 

Commissioners had some concerns with the agreement so Knipp Equipment will be checking on 

some of the concerns then get back with the Commissioners and Hospital board. 

 

No decisions were made at this time. 

 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk                              ________________________________ 

       Pat Hall, Chairman 

  

 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

DECEMBER 2, 2015 

 

A special meeting was called with Extension Council members at 6:00pm on December 2, 2015 

for discussion on the combining of county districts.  Commissioner Dave Bozone, Joe Thompson 

and Pat Hall were present.  Also present was Pam Bensel, County Clerk and RoGlenda Coulter, 

Hugoton Hermes. 

 

Nancy Honig, Josh Morris and Nancy Johnson were the Extension Council members. 

 

Pat Hall, Chairman, moved to open the special meeting at 6:00pm. 

 

Jim Linquist and J D McNutt were on a telephone conference call with all present at the meeting.  

Jim and J D explained how the districting works and the pro and cons for the County.  

Commissioners asked questions about their concerns.  Some concerns were losing control of the 

monies for the county, elected board, district board makes decision on how funds are spent, state 

cap lid law coming in 2018, comingling of funds with other counties, who decides which county 

the main office will be and who the board will answer to. 

 

No decision was made at this time. 

 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk                              ________________________________ 

       Pat Hall, Chairman 

 

COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

DECEMBER 7, 2015 

 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with all members present.  Also 

present were Paul Kitzke, County Attorney, Pam Bensel, County Clerk and RoGlenda Coulter, 

Hugoton Hermes.  Joe moved to approve the minutes of the last meeting.  Dave seconded.  

Motion carried.  Joe moved to approve the county vouchers.  Dave seconded.  Motion carried.  

The clerk was instructed to draw warrants on the Treasurer chargeable to the various funds of the 

county for the following amounts. 

                                                              

                                 General…………………………….….……...275,556.49  

                                 Road & Bridge…………………….………....159,381.91 

                                 Airport…………………………………………..2,825.77 

                                 Building…………………………………………6,336.95 

                                 Noxious Weed…………………...………….....12,596.55 

                                 Highway Improvement………………………...48,029.44 

                                 Alcoholic Treatment………………………………237.50 

                                 Diversion………………………………………….377.58                                                                                        

                                 Community Health……………….…................34,041.99                            



                                 Employee’s P/R Misc W/H…………………….......96.75   

 

Russell Childhood Development of Garden City brought in some goodies for the Commissioners 

to express their thanks for the support in 2015. 

 

Ted Heaton came in to explain a situation with transporting an inmate.  Rodney was unable to 

attend the meeting. 

 

Vanessa Willis came in to discuss how to invest the County’s money. 

 

Pat moved to go into executive session for non elected personnel for 10 minutes from 9:26am to 

9:36am with Paul Kitzke, County Attorney and Ted Heaton.  Dave seconded.  Motion carried.  

Meeting reconvened at 9:36am.  No action taken. 

 

Tony Martin came in to discuss the intersection at Road L and Road 13.  There was discussion 

whether to put a yield or stop sign up on the east and west or north and south sides. 

 

Joe moved to put stop signs on the north and south sides of the corner of Road 13.  Pat seconded.   

Motion carried. 

 

After further discussion, Dave moved to change speed limit on Road P between Road 10 and 

Road 11 from 45 mph to 65 mph.  Pat seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Tony informed the Commissioners that J R Sands requested a 14 day extension on the Highway 

51 project and KDOT approved 7 days. 

 

Warren Willis and Walter Beesley came in, representing a group of farmers, to ask if the county 

right of way could be used for gas lines.  Dave explained that the Commissioners have allowed 

Non Profit Utility companies to use the county’s right of way for gas lines. 

 

The 2016 Holiday list was presented to the Commissioners. 

 

Joe moved to accept the 2016 Holiday list.  Pat seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Pat moved to reappoint Rodney Kelling to the Southwest Kansas Regional Emergency Planning 

Council.  Joe seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Pat moved to put a note by the time clock to serve as a reminder to not clock in sooner than 10 

minutes prior to start of business and to take a full hour for lunch.  Joe seconded.  Motion 

carried. 

 

Dave moved to pay Moscow Senior Citizens back for the past 2013 and 2014 building cost.  Pat 

seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Joe moved to amend the previous motion and pay Moscow Senior Citizens $2,500.00 toward 

past building repair costs and request any future building repairs be forwarded to the 

Commissioners for approval to be paid out of the County Building fund.  Dave seconded.  

Motion carried.   

 

Dave moved to go into executive session for non elected personnel for 15 minutes from 10:26am 

to 10:50am with Paul Kitzke, County Attorney.  Joe seconded.  Motion carried.  Meeting 

reconvened at 10:50am.  No action taken. 

 

Pat moved to go into executive session for non elected personnel for 5 minutes from 10:58am to 

11:03am with Paul Kitzke, County Attorney and Ted Heaton.  Joe seconded.  Motion carried.  

Meeting reconvened at 11.03am.  No action taken. 

 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk                              ________________________________ 

       Pat Hall, Chairman 

 

 

 

 



COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 

DECEMBER 21, 2015 

 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session with Joe Thompson and Dave 

Bozone present.  Also present were Paul Kitzke, County Attorney, Pam Bensel, County Clerk 

and RoGlenda Coulter, Hugoton Hermes.  Joe moved to approve the minutes of the last meeting.  

Dave seconded.  Motion carried.  Joe moved to approve the county vouchers.  Dave seconded.  

Motion carried.  The clerk was instructed to draw warrants on the Treasurer chargeable to the 

various funds of the county for the following amounts. 

                                                              

                                 General…………………………….….……...41,407.30  

                                 Road & Bridge…………………….………....33,996.88 

                                 Building………………………………………..3,588.35 

                                 Noxious Weed…………………...…………........148.58 

                                 Highway Improvement……………………….22,735.16 

                                 Diversion………………………………………1,025.00 

                                 Ambulance Bequest……………………………..580.96                                                                                        

                                 Community Health……………….…................7,369.46 

                                 Fire Bequest……………………………………...580.95 

                                 911 E Wireless…………………………………1,757.00  

                                 Wekando……………………………………….3,750.00                           

                                 Employee’s P/R Misc W/H…………………….....64.50   

 

Rodney Kelling brought in the 2015 encumbrance letter for Fire, EMS and Civil Defense.  The 

Commissioners decided to wait to make a decision at the next meeting on January 4, 2016. 

 

Rodney reported since the remodeling at the EMS building, the gas bill cost has been cut in half. 

 

Judy Parsons came in to be reappointed to the Economic Development Board.  Commissioners 

asked if she would be willing to serve another 4 year term.  She agreed to serve. 

 

Dave moved to reappoint Judy Parsons to the Economic Development Board for another 4 year 

term.  Joe seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Dave moved to reappoint Jan Leonard to the Economic Development Board for another 4 year 

term.  Joe seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Tony Martin came in to discuss Road & Bridge business.   

 

Tony reports that the work on the Highway 51 project is finished until January, 2016.   

 

Joe moved to accept Resolution 15-08 to install stop signs at the intersection of Road 13 and 

Road L on the North and South sides.  Dave seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Joe moved to have all monthly and biweekly employees be combined into one pay period as 

biweekly.  The County Clerk will adjust the monthly pay accordingly.  Dave seconded.  Motion 

carried. 

 

Jack Rowden and Gary Gold came for the bid opening for interest of financing the hospital 

ac/heating project. 

 

         Citizens State Bank             2.45% interest    five year term    principal $1,498,456.00 

         First National Bank             2.50% interest    five year term    principal $1,498,456.00 

 

Dave moved to accept the bid from Citizens State Bank for payment of ac/heating project on the 

Stevens County Hospital in the amount of $1,498,456.00 with interest of 2.45%.  Joe seconded.  

Motion carried. 

 

Vanessa Willis came in to inform the Commissioners on how much the County is paying the 

City of Hugoton for specials at the Pioneer Manor. 

 

Steve Ekbert, Phill Ryan, Ted Heaton and Susan Schulte came in to discuss the new 911 system 

update.  Steve explained that some Counties are going with the State level software system.  

Steve says the software system being used now will not be supported anymore.  Steve and Phill 

explained the cost of the system and when the technology upgrade will start. 



 

Ted said he is fine with this system but he wanted to learn more about it and see how it actually 

works before he makes a final decision. 

 

Tony Martin came in to bring a 2 year contract from Kirkham and Michael for bridge inspections 

in the county. 

 

By motion the Board adjourned. 

 

Attest: Pam Bensel, County Clerk                              ________________________________ 

       Pat Hall, Chairman 

 

 


